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THE AMERICAN LEGION AND AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY
|

| INTRODUCTION
)

The purpose of this dissertation is  to study the 

organization, procedure and program of the American Legion 

as a pressure group In reference to foreign policy# 

Following i t s  incorporation in the year 1919, the American 

Legion has exercised a considerable influence upon both the 

domestic and foreign policy of the United States. Legion 

activ ities regarding both domestic and foreign policy have 

importance. But this study, which is centered solely upon 

the Legion1 s foreign program, is offered as a part of the 

broad investigation of American pressure groups which
i

attempt to guide public policy in external affa irs .

After a survey of the organization, procedure and 

techniques of the American Legion, this dissertation will 

examine six of the leading foreign policy programs of the 

Legion. Each policy will be explored in regard to the 

following aspects: (1) origin and development of the

Legion policy, (2) support of the policy by the Legion as 

a pressure group, and (3) achievement or fallure of the 

Legion program. No attempt is made in this dissertation 

to defend or c ritic ise  the Legion policies. This thesis 

Is not an apology for the American Legion nor is  i t  an 

attack upon this ptiitrluifee organization. I t  is simply
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!jan analysis of i t s  foreign program and an attempt to 

appraise the influence of this society upon the foreign 

policy of the United States,

Already considerable lite ra tu re  upon the American 

Legion has appeared. Two excellent and detailed accounts 

of the founding and early history of the Legion have been 

published* one in  George S, Wheats The Story of the 

American Legion (1919), and one in Marquis James1 A History 

of the American Legion (1923). Marcus Duffield's King 

Legion, published in 1931, is a study of the Legion in 

politics* particularly as a lobbying organization operating 

in Washington. George Gellerman's The American Legion As 

Educator, published by Teachers College, Columbia University, 

New York, in 1946* examines the Legion's educational program. 

The author exhibits a strong bias against the tactics and 

program of the Legion. Richard Seelye Jones' The History 

of the American Legion* published in 1946, offers a general 

history of the American Legion. Justin Gray' s The Inside 

Story of the Legion, published in 1948* attempts to con

tra s t the internal organism of the Legion to that of an 

idealized democracy, needless to say, not to the credit of 

the Legion,

In contrast to these books, the present dissertation 

lim its i ts  attention to the activ ities of the American 

Legion as a pressure group which seeks to influence the 

conduct of American external po litics. The chief sources
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| of th© study are primary, including th© various Legion
ii
I publications, such as Reports to the Annual National Con- 

ventlon of the American Legion, Summary of Proceedings 

* (jS£ fck0 ) Annual National Convention of the American 

Legion and Digest of Minutes National Executive Committee 

Meeting which carry the texts of the resolutions of th© 

annual conventions, executive committee meetings and sta te 

ments of policy. The Legion has published many pamphlets 

and booklets setting forth in detail i t s  programs and giving 

the organizations arguments for adopting these programs. 

Twice is  Too Often is  a pamphlet explaining the Legions 

proposals for amending the Charter of the United Nations to 

make i t  a more effective peace organization and preventing 

World War I I I . U. M. T. (Universal Military Training) is  

a pamphlet giving the Legion* s plan for strengthening the 

United States m ilita rily  in order to make the United States 

more effective in international affairs particularly in 

preventing war. These pamphlets and many others have been 

used. The American Legion Weekly, The American Legion 

Monthly, The National Legionnaire and The American Legion 

Magazine contain "o ffic ia l11 information regarding the 

Legion*s various activ ities and interests. Obviously, a 

great amount of material reflecting public opinion toward 

the American Legion is to be found in newspapers and maga

zines. The author has drawn upon this material as evidence 

of the reaction of public opinion to Legion tactics and



www.manaraa.com

4

programs. Not to be neglected, In this respect, are the 

hearings before various committees of Congress and the 

verbatim records of speeches in Congress and other 

materials contained in the appendix of the Congressional 

Record.
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| Chapter X
!ii
| THE AMERICAN LEGION AS A PRESSURE GROUP

! A study of the specific policies of the American 

jLegion should be preceded by an account of the origin and 

purpose of this great pressure group as well as i t s  internal 

(organization and techniques# Accordingly, the present 

chapter will offer a short history of the Legion," together 

with an account of i ts  purposes, i ts  government and its  

general conduct and propaganda#
I

Origin of the Legion 

Men who have shared together a great experience are 

prone to congregate in yearly or occasional reunions in 

order to relive or celebrate their vivid adventure# When 

the possib ilities of fraternal and po litical advantages are 

added to the gregarious instinct, every motive is  present 

for the promotion of a permanent organization dedicated to 

the promotion of the interests of the individual founders 

and subsequent members

Thus i t  was with the rise of the American Legion. In 

i ts  issue of the December 20, 1918, The Stars and Stripes# 

a weekly newspaper published by the American Expeditionary 

Forces in France, under the auspices of General Headquarters,

1# Compare HThe Birth of the Legion11 in The American 
Legion Weekly# November 21, 1919, p# 12#
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(took notice of several proposals to establish a fra tern ity
ji
jof ex-service men. Although several organizations of ex- 

!service men had been launched in the United States, Stars
,i ■■■ < —  '■

land Stripes declared that i t  was not proper to form any 

jsuch organization on American soil u n til a sufficient number 

|of men from the American Expeditionary forces had returned 

to the United States to make possible the organization of 

a "truly representative" group of ex-service men*

After the Armistice there was a serious decline of the
p

morale of the A, E, P. The war was over. Two million 

Americans on European territo ry  had performed the task for 

which they had been sent to Prance* They were tired of 

discipline, tired of regulations, tired  of being away from 

heme, and fu ll of animal sp irits  and curiosity. Members 

went "Absent without Leave." The A, W, 0, L's and some men 

and officers not on the loose got into a considerable amount 

of mischief. General Pershing and his officers were worried. 

Every unit could not be sent home at once. Accordingly, 

twenty officers, national guardsmen and reserve, were 

ordered to Paris to meet with some regulars, some m ilitary 

intelligence officers and others, and consider steps to be 

taken for improving the contentment of the Army, bettering

2. "The American Legion—An Outline of the Origin, 
Development, the Aims and Ideals of the Great American 
Organization" in The American Legion Weekly, July 4, 1919, 
ipp, 16-18 and 27.
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I ts  conditions and promoting i ts  morale* This meeting was 

[held on the 17th of February, 1919* Among the officers 

present were Colonel Theodore Roosevelt, J r .,  Major Eric 

Wood, Lieutenant-Colone 1 Bennet Clark, Major Ralph Cole, 

[Lieu te nan t-Col one 1 Franklin Df01ier, Colonel William J. 

Lonovan and Captain Ogden M ills. Roosevelt was elected 

temporary chairman and Wood temporary secretary.

No one individual invented the idea that became the 

American Legion. Roosevelt, more than any other, con

tributed enthusiasm, hard work and persuasive inspiration 

to make i t  a rea lity . At the dinner in Paris, Roosevelt 

summarized the thought and discussion he had already 

given to a veterans1 society. The other officers were 

enthusiastic. They had a variety of reasons and pro

posals, but agreed that i t  was time to s ta r t  organizing 

the postwar fraternity  of veterans. Their reasons were 

interesting. Some of them believed the returning soldiers 

should unite to wield po litica l power in the republic, as 

their fathers or grandfathers had done through the Grand 

Army of the Republic or the United Confederate Veterans, 

or the United Spanish War Veterans. Some of them placed 

f i r s t  importance on the future of national defense, and

3. nIncorporation of the Legion11 in The American 
Legion Weekly, July 11, 1919, p. 9; Congressional Record, 
Vol. 58, part 4, 66th Congress, 1st Session, pp. 4062-4084.
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j  wanted an organization that would campaign for a universal
i
jmilitary training law. America, they f e l t ,  must never again

jfind herself unprepared for war. Some wanted to see the
!
army organization modified and revitalized with more atten

tion to the citizen-soldiers. National guardsmen and Reser

vists thought they had been badly treated by the regular 

establishment and the General Staff.

Among seme of the leaders in the A. E. F. there was a 

general concern about the postwar attitude of the average 

soldier toward extreme po litica l radicalism* The revolu

tion in 1917 had taken Russia out of the war by surrender 

to the Germans in the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk and a million 

enemy troops had been released from the eastern front to 

hurl themselves against the Allies on the west. The Bolshe

vik revolution meant to the A. E. F. the desertion of an 

ally under f ire . Rumors and reports came from America of 

radical, communistic movements, the formation of soldiers1 

and sa ilo rs1 councils among men who had been quickly d is

charged from service after the Armistice. There had been 

an uprising in Winnipeg, Canada, a strike here or a demon

stration there promoted by radical labor propagandists such 

as the Industrial Workers of the World. Communism had taken 

control of Hungary and was rampant in Berlin. Even the 

restless lack of perfect discipline in the A. E. F. i ts e lf  

was vaguely attributed by some to Soviet Ideas. All of 

these matters were roughly grouped in A. E* F. discussions
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Tinder the name of Bolshevism. Nerves the world over were 

on edge. Bolshevism was the bogey* Disgruntled soldiers 

had provided the m&s&power for the cataclysm in Russia, and 

the surface of the earth was pretty well covered with 

soldiers who had l i t t l e  to do but think of their troubles* 

A sane organization of veterans might be the best 

insurance against spread of Bolshevist propaganda. This 

concern about a condition then generally covered by the 

term Bolshevism was to be voiced frequently during the 

formative period of the Legion*^

All of this and many other questions and opinions 

came out a t the meeting. Out of the talk came the agree

ment that a veterans* organization should be started, that 

i t  must be all-inclusive of those who served in the Ameri

can uniform, at home as well as overseas, that i t  must be 

a civilian and not a military organization and must be 

composed of man-to-man membership, devoid of rank. Also 

i t  could not have any principles laid down for i t ,  either 

by the twenty officers there assembled or by any other 

group. I t  must formulate principles of i ts  own. I t  must 

be democratic in form. The service of the dinner-table 

group could be only to make possible a representative

4. Ole Hansen, “Bolshevism” in The American Legion 
Weekly, July 11, 1919, pp. 13-14 and 1 8 The Red Auto
cracy” and “Seeds of Discontent” p. 10; “Americanism” 
July 18, 1919, pp. 29-30.
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gathering from a ll  arms and units a t which the men could 

s ta r t  a veterans’ organization of their own.^

I t  was agreed that a t least two organization meetings 

he arranged, one in Prance for the A* P. P ., one In the 

United States for the forces which had not gone overseas* 

Hobody knew to what extent, i f  any, General Pershing and 

the high command would co-operate with these proposals*

I t  would he necessary for someone to proceed quickly to 

the United States to undertake preliminary steps toward 

the assembling of a meeting there, Roosevelt was the man 

in best position to seek re lie f  from duty for that purpose, 

and this task he tentatively accepted* The second meeting 

in Paris was set for March 17, and a caucus was set for 

St* Louis on May 8, 1919, where the organization was finally  

consummated. I t  was granted a charter by Congress and in 

the preamble to i t s  constitution i t  sta tes, reading as 

follows:

For God and country, we associate ourselves together 
for the following purposes: to uphold and defend the con
stitu tion  of the United States of America; to maintain law 
and order; to foster and perpetuate a one hundred per cent 
Americanism; to preserve the memories and incidents of our 
association in the Great War (amended in 1944 to Include 
World War II  veterans by stating "association in the Great 
Wars"); to inculcate a sense of individual obligation to 
the community, state and nation; to combat the autocracy 
of both the classes and the masses; to make right the

5* "The American Legion—An Outline of the Origin 
Development, the Aims and Ideals of the Great American 
Organization" In The American Legion Weekly, July 4, 1919, 
pp. 16-18 and 27*
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I master of might; to promote peace and good-will on earth; 
to safeguard and transmit to posterity the principles of 
justice, freedom and democracy; to consecrate and sanctify 

: our comradeship hy our devotion to mutual helpfulness•
i

Purposes of the Legion 

The problem of the disabled veteran is humanitarian, 

economic and po litica l. When a soldier is wounded on the 

fie ld  of battle  he becomes an immediate problem of pain 

and suffering to himself, a subsequent problem of support 

to himself and to his family, and in time a problem of cost 

to the taxpayer of his country. Eventually he becomes an 

item in a column of government s ta tis tic s . His problem 

status lasts  throughout his lifetime and that of his depen

dent relatives, the widows and the orphans. The natural 

spokesman for the disabled veteran is  his veterans* organ

ization. The Legion has never been hesitant in saying that

i ts  f i r s t  purpose is to gain benefits for veterans, and
7particularly for disabled veterans.

After every major war the United States has fought, 

veterans have been paid off in land or in other ways. The 

Legion has sought such benefits as the bonus, pensions and 

hospitalization for injured, crippled and disabled veter

ans and their wives and children and other dependents.

6. 41 U. S. Statutes at Large, 284; Congressional 
Record, Vol. 58, part 5, p. 4992.

7. Compare Jones, A History of the American Legion, 
pp. 122-123.
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Veterans1 preference in the c iv il service was another form
i

of benefit* When the Taft-El lender-Wagner housing program

was presented in the 80th Congress, the Legion at f i r s t

opposed i t ,  hut la te r  came out for it.® The veterans*

education program, known as the G. X. B ill, after World

War II  was originated by the Legion and adopted by Congress*

Veterans* loans for buying homes or for going Into business

also was a Legion idea that was adopted.

The second most important purpose of the Legion has

been to get Congress and the country to adopt a national

defense program commensurate with the position of the

United States in international affairs and to the needs

for national security. This part of the program of the

Legion will be considered elsewhere.

Another purpose of the Legion is to achieve world

peace. In the words of National Commander James A. Drain,

In an interview, this purpose was stated in the matter as

follows: 11 We were in the m ilitary forces during the war to

protect our country and help make this a better world. We
„9

are in the American Legion for the same reasons." The 

fourth purpose of the Legion Is fraternal—organizing 

comrades-in-arms "to preserve the memories and Incidents

8# New York Times, October 31, 1947, p. 34.

9. Independent, Vol. 113, November 29, 1924, 
pp. 443-445.
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jof our associations in th© Great Wars.”

I Other purposes of the Legion include the opposition

to further immigration, to tighten up the naturalization 

procedures, to foster patrio tic  observances and memorials, 

to spearhead the opposition to Communism and to foster the 

kind of education to the youth of the United States that 

w ill preserve and extend the American heritage.^*0

Growth of the Legion

Of a ll the organizations in the United States, next 

to a po litical party, there is none with a wider spread 

of i t s  membership, composing in i ts  ranks every race, 

class and creed in a composite America, reaching into 

every church, service club, union and stratum of society. 

Every type of character and mentality from every social 

and occupational plane is  to be f ound on Legion membership 

ro l ls .11

From the small group meeting in Paris in 1919 to 

form this organization has grown a well-organized society 

of 11,000 posts and a l i t t l e  over one million members Just

10* Internal Organization of the Legion (pamphlet), 
p. 27.

11. See also nAs the Legion Grows11 in The American 
Legion Weekly. August, 1919, p. 10; Sylvanus Cook, hThe 
Real American Legion” in Tfcie Nation. Vol. 125, September 
7, 1927, pp. 224-225. Reports to the Seventeenth Annual 
National Convention of the American Legion. 1935, pp. 55- 
56. Hereafter cited as Annual Reports.
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jbefore World War XI* When Congress amended the charter of 

the Legion In 1942 to permit World War II  veterans, the 

organization has grown to over 17,000 posts and containing
1 p

over three million members* I ts  national headquarters Is 

located In Indianapolis and the value of i ts  properties 

amount to around $100,000,000* At the national head

quarters are the executive offices, the Legion library , 

museum, newspaper, magazine and other agencies of the 

organization.

Membership in the American Legion

Ye ar Number Year Number
1920 843,013 1935 842,855
1921 795,799 1936 956,273
1922 745,203 1937 973,841
1923 643,837 1938 974,637
1924 638,501 1939 1,032,989
1925 609,407 1940 1,078,119
1926 688,412 1941 1,107,075
1927 719,852 1942 1,136,148
1928 760,052 1943 1,172,499
1929 794,219 1944 1,425,923
1930 887,754 1945 1,667,742
1931 1,053,909 1946 3,326,556
1932 931,373 1947 3,272,060
1933 769,551 1948 3,087,044
1934 831,681 1949

Organization

At the top of the pyramid of the Legion organization 

Is the national convention. I t  is made up of around 1500

12. New Strength for the American Legion (pamphlet)
pp. 10-12.
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delegates and the same number of alternates selected by the 

forty-eight state organizations, called departments, and 

ten te rrito rie s  of the United States and foreign countries 

which have been granted admission to the American Legion* 

Delegates are selected on the basis of the number of 

members the state or foreign country has. In a ll there 

are fifty -eigh t departments. There are 16 committees 

selected to carry on the work of the convention, but this 

number may vary. These committees are made up of one 

member each from the fifty -eigh t departments.

Next in the hierarchy Is the National Executive 

Committee made up of one member and one alternate from 

each department, the National Commander who is  chairman, 

the Vice Commanders, the National Chaplain and the National 

Adjutant, who Is secretary. Past national commanders are 

non-voting members of the National Executive Committee.

This is  the permanent part of the American Legion. I t  is 

authorized to make decisions between annual meetings of 

the national conventions. The National Commander Is the 

spokesman to explain and carry out the mandates of the 

national convention. There are a number of standing 

committees which vary In number and purpose from conven

tion to convention and which work on special ac tiv ities

of the Legion.

The third rung in the hierarchy Is the fifty -e igh t

departments, domestic and foreign. The forty-eight state
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organizations and ten te rr ito ria l and foreign country 

organizations are modeled after the national organization* 

There are state and post commanders whose t i t le s  and 

duties correspond to the national commander and other 

officers in the national organization* Likewise the 

committee system is  modeled after the national organiza

tion and the ac tiv ities  on a ll levels are carried on 

cooperatively*

Then finally , at the bottom of the pyramid is  to be 

found over 17,000 Legion posts with a membership of over 

3,000,000. Any community which has twenty eligible veter

ans or more may have a post. Any veteran who has an 

honorable discharge certificate  from any branch of the 

military service is  eligible to become a member. Every 

post and department has a constitution modeled after the

national constitution and must be approved by the national 

13organization*^

The national organization ha3 a legislative repre

sentative in Washington and an observer of the United 

Nations at Lake Success, New York* State organizations 

have their legislative representatives at the forty-eight 

state capitals and local posts have representatives at 

city  councils or other local government units.

13* The Internal Organization of the American Legion 
(pamphlet), p• 72.
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The Annual Convention

Beginning in 1919 when the Legion was organized, an 

annual national convention has been held. This annual 

meeting is  for the purpose of carrying on business of the 

Legion, determining policies and selecting a new national 

commander and other officers.

In addition to the 3,000 official delegates and a lte r

nates making up the convention proper, i t  is  not unusual 

for many thousands of veterans to go along to the conven

tion city in the search of excitement and adventure. I t  

Is the ”40 and 8” organization, La Societe des 40 Hommes 

e t 8 Chevaux, the organization designed as the playground 

honor society of the Legion. The 40 and 8 started as a 

fun-making body of Legion members, who wanted to amuse 

themselves in a less dignified fashion than comported 

with the ritu a l of a post meeting. The officers took 

French t i t le s ,  the chef de gare, after the boss of a 

French railroad station, being the headman of the 40 and 

8 “voiture. “ All discourse at a voiture meeting was 

supposed to be in French. The in itia tions were conducted 

by a “wrecking crew.“ I t  was a secret society, and for 

a short time had a considerable vogue In the United 

States.14 Generally the public forms i ts  opinion of the

14. See Jones, A History of the American Legion, 
p. 299; Annual Reports, 1926, pp. 222-223; The Internal 
Organization of the American Legion (Pamphlet) pp. 105-111.
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; entire Legion upon the basis of the antics of this organ

ization a t conventions* With a few notable exceptions,
i
these conventions are more famous for their carnival 

sp ir it  than for any serious business they may have accom

plished. “Legion week has been described as being like 

Mardi Gras week * • . the Fourth of July, and New Year's 

Eve merged into one*'1 The Legion described these annual 

conventions as "the most representative pageant of Amer

ica." And furthermore, "many people cannot think of a 

Legion convention except in terms of fun, boxcars, crowds 

and comedy.

The convention proper carries on the official business 

of the Legion. I t  operates much as any business, profess

ional or po litica l group in conducting I ts  affairs. Gen

erally there are speakers of national and international 

importance who are invited to speak on subjects of current 

in terest. Gabinet members, United States Senators, Gover

nors of states and occasionally the President of the United 

States address the conventions*

The sixteen committees of the convention hold meetings 

at convenient times to discuss and prepare resolutions or 

other matters for the convention to adopt or reject much 

as a platform is formulated and adopted in a po litical

15* Dota, Margaret De F., "The Legion on a Spree" in 
Forum, Vol* 86, June 1931, p. 333; The National Legion
naire , October, 1942, p. 8.
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[nominating convention. Resolutions are offered and a 

; program is adopted on questions of domestic and in te r

national in terest.

There is  one constitutional restra in t the Legion 

exercises—i t  is  non-political. By that is meant that 

the posts, state departments and national conventions and 

organization are not to endorse any candidate for p o lit i

cal office nor are any of these organizations to be used 

I to further the election ambition of any candidate for 

po litical office nor are any of these organizations to be 

used to further the election ambition of any candidate.

No officer in the Legion may commit the organization to 

any po litical party. The individual members of the Legion 

are permitted and encouraged to take part in the selection 

of candidates whom they may choose. The Legion maintains 

that i t  is not only non-partisan, i t  is not military and 

not m ilita ris tic .

In 1927, and again in 1937, the Legion held conventions 

in Paris, France. One was scheduled for 1947 but was called 

off because of a lack of transportation fa c ili t ie s .

Techniques as a Pressure Group

Pressure groups exert Influence partly in proportion 

to the effective use they make of the channels of communi

cations. Propaganda on a wide scale is expensive. Some 

pressure groups are curtailed in this activ ity  by finan

ces. This is  not the case with the Legion. I t  makes use
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] of the various channels of communications to publicize Itsi
particular programs.

F irs t of a l l ,  i t  publishes Its  own national news

paper and magazine to inform i ts  members on the variety 

of issues on which i t  takes a stand. Not only th is, quite 

often officers of the Legion prepare artic les for publica

tion in other newspapers and magazines. I ts  activ ities 

are so varied that the general newspapers carry reports 

of most of these ac tiv ities .

Xn addition to the newspapers and magazines, the 

Legion makes wide use of movies to carry on its  propa

ganda. The Legion has had almost from Its  origin a film 

library containing a number of one and two-reel subjects

which are supplied to the posts at a nominal rental or
16without charge. Not only does I t  produce its  own movies-- 

the Legion also cooperates and collaborates with movie 

companies in Hollywood to produce certain movies which
1 7

the Legion is  Interested in*

Another technique used by the Legion is  having the 

National Commander act as spokesman in advancing i ts  

program. He is  both salesman and executive. He speaks 

before Legion groups in the forty-eight states and before 

other interested groups when subjects of current in terest

16. Annual Reports, 1924, pp. 20-21.

17. The National Legionnaire, January, 1940, p. 2 
and February, 1940, p. 5.
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jrequire a representative of the Legion to speak* Besides
i

these appearances on formal occasions, Legion representa

tives w ill discuss, debate or answer public figures on 

controversial subjects in the Legion program. The o ffi

c ia l spokesman for the Legion is  the National Commander.

Another technique is fostering patrio tic observances 

and memorials. These appeal to the patrio tic  emotions.

Here the Legion has a great advantage over most other 

organized groups in the use of this particular technique.

The national convention which is held annually serves 

as a sounding-board for Legion policies. In these conven

tions, programs and policies are adopted with much fanfare 

and reports of these activ ities are carried in newsreels, 

magazines and newspapers. Prohibition repeal, the soldiers 

bonus and lend-lease were issues that gained momentum in 

Legion conventions that made their ultimate acceptance 

politically  feasible.

A fin a l technique used by the Legion is  that of the 

legislative representative or lobbyist. This organization 

learned very early that things cannot be accomplished by 

merely resolving. Senators and representatives w ill not 

vote for legislation that is  favored unless pressure is 

brought to bear from local organizations.1^

Greatest understanding of this technique of the

18. Duffield, Marcus, rfThe American Legion in Poli- 
tic sn in Forum, Vol. 85, May, 1931, p. 258.
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I Legion can be obtained by centering attention on Colonel
i
‘John Thomas Taylor, the legislative representative in 

Washington. He had been legislative representative since 

1921* He is  a lawyer by profession. " It must be recog

nized,” he has said, “that Congress does not take the 

lead in settling  questions of public, po litical or economic 

policy . . .  Legislation is  l i te ra lly  made outside the halls 

of Congress by groups or persons interested in legislation, 

mainly with economic motives, and the deliberating process
«19within Congress constitutes a sort of formal ra tifica tion ."

Taylor usually drafts the b ills  which, the Legion 

desires Congress to pass. In the period, 1921-1931, he 

claims to have written between 1500 and 2000 b il ls . After 

the b il l  Is drafted, the next step is  to have the b il l  

introduced in Congress. A “key man” is selected for this 

purpose. I t  Is not d iff icu lt to find such members. Taylor 

reported December 16, 1946, that in the 80th Congress 

there were ”202 veterans in the House of Representatives 

and 45 in the Senate • * • • These veterans comprise 

almost 50 per cent of each body and nearly 50 per cent of 

the membership of a ll congressional committees (would) be 

veterans.” At the beginning of the 80th Congress Taylor 

sent a copy of the Legion program to each member of Con

gress asking his or her support. Then he stated that the

19. Ib id ., p. 259.
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“major responsibility (would) re s t on the departments and 

posts to advise their congressmen to support the Legion1s 

program.1,20

The “key man*1 who is  a legionnaire or sympathizer will 

introduce the b il ls ,  see them through committees and on to 

the floor. More often than not, Taylor will appear as a 

witness before the committees and provide l i s t s  of wit

nesses who should be called for testimony on particular 

questions. At the beginning of the 80th Congress Taylor 

presented a petition signed by thousands of veterans to the 

committee considering universal military service as a part 

of the Legion's national defense program.

I f  a b i l l  is held in committee and Is not reported to 

the floor and Taylor's personal contacts are not su ffic i

ently influential in causing the b i l l  to be reported, then 

Taylor will send telegrams to the forty-eight state comman

ders who will in turn send the message along to post 

commanders for the members to telephone, send cards, le tte rs  

and telegrams to obstructing members of the committee of 

Congress. The secret of the success of the Legion's leg is

lative efforts is  "organization, a lert efficiency, and 

pressure sk illfu lly  applied."21

20* Chicago Herald-Amerjcan, December 16, 1946, p. 12.

21* Jones, Richard S., A History of the American 
Legion, pp. 64-65; Duffield, Marcus, "The American Legion 
in Politics" In Forum, Vol. 85, May, 1931, p. 259.
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I F itting  into the picture of Legion techniques and
I
I coordinating their various activ ities is the Public Rela-
i
tions Division which was created in 1944 for the purpose 

i of "telling  the story of the American Legion and i ts  

i activ ities to the American public and to the swiftly 

1 increasing membership of the national organization.1122 

There are publicity offices in New York, Washington and 

Los Angeles.

At National Headquarters in Indianapolis there is  a 

radio branch. I t  Is the agency for handling radio pro

grams of national scope for the Legion. This office arran

ges network and special broadcasts and works with the New 

York office in executing them. These radio broadcasts 

include dramatic presentations, talks of national impor

tance commemoration of national holidays and guest appear

ances on nationally-known programs.

There is also a press branch which is located in 

Indianapolis. I t  is the central agency for the production 

of American Legion press material. Among i ts  principal 

functions is the editing of the American Legion news clip  

sheet which goes out to 1,614 daily newspapers, 9,912 weekly 

newspapers, 275 labor publications, 1,207 college publica

tions, 309 motion picture publications, 189 radio news 

commentators and to various other publications. The press

22. Thft Internal Organization of the American Legion 
(pamphlet) pp. 63-69.
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I ‘branch also distributes spot news stories through the AP,

!j UP, INS and Trans-Radio Press, and has a picture coverage
■ j

i  including a mat service to Legion publications of the 

j various state departments and to post publications**^

The Legion co-operates with other organisations to 

i further mutual interests* On questions such as immigra

tion and the fight against Communism, the Legion and the 

American Federation of Labor work side by side. Other 

organizations come into the picture as mutual interests 

I dictate *

Publications

To carry general news of the national organization 

and to promote i ts  educational program the Legion pub

lished The National Legionnaire and The American Legion 

Magazine * both having a national circulation and published 

monthly. During World War XI The American Legion Magazine 

was published in miniature for personnel in the military 

services overseas. Each state organization publishes a 

paper containing news of in terest to the legionnaires of 

that state . And generally, each post publishes a small 

paper, either mimeographed or printed, with items of special 

local in terest mainly.

In addition to the newspapers published by the various

23* ^ke Internal Organization of the American Legion 
(pamphlet! pp. 63-78.
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j organizations and posts of the Legion, many pamphlets and

;j “booklets and books are published by the national organiza-

! tion# For the most part these publications deal with some

j  problem or issue that the Legion is concerned about# In

1936 a book was published on Isms which was a review of

revolutionary communism and i ts  active sympathizers in the
2 4United States# The purpose of the book was to point 

out the dangers of Communism in Its  attempt to destroy 

; the systems of government and economy of the United States# 

In 1947 also, when the Soviets had made quite a reputation 

with a general obstruction program and especially In their 

use of the veto in the Security Council of the United 

Nations, the Legion published a pamphlet, Twice is  too 

Of ten 1, setting forth  a plan for revising the Charter of 

the United Nations. Two other pamphlets were published in 

1947, entitled , How to Spot a Communist and Slick Tricks 

of the Commies # In 1943 when the government of the United 

States was confronted with the problem of counteracting 

Axis influence in Latin American countries, the Legion was 

asked to co-operate with the Co-ordinator of Inter-American 

Affairs, especially in acquainting Americans with Latin

24# Isms: A Review of Revolutionary Communism And 
I ts  Active Sympathizers in the United States, prepared 
by the National Americanism Commission# See also 
Benjamin Gitlow, The Whole of Their Lives, pp# 99-136;
Louis F# Budenz, Men Without Faces, The Communist 
Conspiracy in the U. S. A.
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i|American history, culture and traditions* The Legion 

jpublished a pamphlet entitled, Proposed Program of In te r- 

:American A ffairs, which contained suggestions to be 

followed in the various centers of the United States in 

jfu the ring this program. The Legion published a pamphlet 

each month, beginning April 1, 1948, and was mailed to 

about 10,000,000 Americans for twelve months as a campaign 

against Communism, showing the advantages p ictorially  of 

ithe systems of government and business in the United States 

over that of Soviet Russia* There Is very l i t t l e  time that 

the Legion is  not engaged in some campaign carrying out a 

program that, as the organization sees i t ,  Is the best for 

the United States.

Conclusions

The American Legion came into being as an organization 

partly as an attempt to solve a problem of discipline in 

the American Expeditionary Forces in France in World War 1, 

partly to promote the economic condition of i ts  members 

when they would become civilians again, partly to combat 

Communism and partly to promote fraternal relations. The 

Legion’s organizational structure is basically simple* The 

Individual legionnaire is  the basic unit. He joins with 

other individuals to form a post, or local unit. Posts 

within each s ta te , or territo ry , or foreign country, form 

a department. Departments form the national organization,
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i ;

| the American Legion.
Ii
I Where other pressure groups are limited to areas or

sections or in terests , the Legion is organized In a ll the 

states, te rrito ries , possessions and a few foreign countries. 

In addition to being the most widely organized, i t  Is 

probably the most effectively organized. Where other 

groups appeal mainly to some economic or professional 

in terest, the Legion appeals to the patrio tic emotions.

In I ts  attempt to get acceptance and favorable action on 

jits programs the Legion uses the radio, press and movies 

quite extensively; I t  exerts pressure in the legislative 

halls of Congress, the various state legislatures and the 

local units of government. The Legion co-operates with 

other organizations whose sympathies are similar to i ts  

own, with the Legion goal of making the United States strong 

internally and externally.
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j  Chapter II
j
I
j PRESERVATION OF THE AMERICAN HERITAGE

Perhaps four out of every five members of the Ameri

can Legion assume that Legionnaires, by virtue of their 

military service, have a special in terest and a l i t t l e  

better claim than other citizens to be the custodians of 

the nation’s heritage. The philosophy of the legionnaire 

in this role of national guardian is to be found partly

| In the statement of George Washington, Inscribed In the
f
amphitheater in Arlington Cemetery at the tomb of the
l
Unknown Soldier, reading: !,When we assumed the soldier 

we did not lay aside the c itizen .11

I t  Is not the purpose of the author either to defend 

or to refute the prevailing legionnaire opinion on the 

subject of his self-appointed guardianship. But, in any 

case, i t  Is well to recall the fact that men who have 

defended their country on the battlefie ld  are usually in

clined to believe, with some justification , that they have 

■unusual rights of participation in the defense of the 

traditional way of l ife  of their country in the forum of 

public opinion. The purpose of this chapter will be simply 

to indicate the Legion concept of the American way of l i f e ,  

Its  attitude toward the threats made upon American In s ti

tutions, and the Legion’s proposals of methods to meet these 

dangers.
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Dangers to the American Heritage 

In the ideology of the American Legion, American
|
I participation in the F irs t World War had been an attempt
j
to preserve the American heritage from external aggression. 

There were other dangers that the Legion was aware of which 

would require continued effo rt in peace time on the part of 

legionnaires and their organizations. *** In the view of the 

Legion there were three main dangers, the f i r s t  of which 

was internal and the other two chiefly external.

1 The f i r s t  of these dangers was the ignorance and In

difference of Americans who, in the words of the Legion, 

do not 11 appreciate the genius of our system of constitu

tional democracy and the consequent individual responsibil

ity  to the community, state and nation.11 I t  has been the 

legionnaire1s belief that the United States possesses the 

best system of government in the world. But a ll  too often 

the average citizen takes too much for granted and will 

assume that the governmental system of the United States 

will continue without any particular effort being exerted 

to preserve or extend I t .  The Legion considers this lack 

of in terest and civic irresponsibility  as requiring a pro-

1. 11 Selfish or Unselfish Heroes; Policy of the 
American Legion11 in World1 s Work, Vol. 39, April, 1920, 
pp. 538-539; 11 American Legion Serves the Community” in 
American City, Vol. 25, December, 1921, p. 505; ”Ameri-
canizing Americans as the Legion Does I t ” in Literary Di
gest, Vol. 76, January 13, 1923, pp. 42-44.
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gram of Americanism to call attention to, and offer experi-
:i

lences in, effective democracy* I f  citizens do not have an
I!
.aroused in terest in the American system, this great heri- 

| tage is  in danger of being lost from disuse.

This attitude toward the American heritage and the 

program of Americanism does not, of course, enter directly  

into foreign policy, but Indirectly i t  has considerable 

effect on external policy* Any attitude or feelings that 

people of any nation have about themselves and their own 

culture influences peoples of other nations favorably or 

unfavorably. Patriots of every country tend to regard 

their traditions, peoples and institu tions superior to 

those of other countries. Regardless of what the basis of 

the myth is supposed to be, stereotypes are influential 

jbetween peoples of different nations just as they are with 

peoples of any given country. The Legion's program to 

preserve the heritage of the United States, commonly called 

the program of Americanism, will be considered In this 

chapter.

The second danger, as viewed by the Legion, is that of 

the alien and the immigrant living in the United States. 

These people have been considered by the Legion as being 

in general sound citizens, but also possibly containing 

e n e m i e s - -borers from within--and they would have to be 

dealt with through deportations, immigration laws and a
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j

;program to assimilate and Americanize the desirable ones*^
s
s This phase of Legion policy does enter d irectly  into

foreign policy considerations. Any policy toward aliens, 

immigrants and deportations presupposes a decision as to 

the desirability  of peoples of other countries. Under the 

Immigration Act of 1924 quotas from different countries 

were set and Oriental peoples were not allowed any quota 

at a ll for immigration purposes. To peoples where ”facett 

is  all-important, diplomatic relations are bound to be 

!affected. Questions involving immigration policy will be 

;considered in Chapter I I I .

Finally, there was the spectre of Russian Communism 

with i ts  plans for promoting civ il war and world revolution 

through cells planted in every country and dictated to by 

Moscow, in accordance with plans agreed upon at the Third 

International which met in Moscow March 2-5, 1919. At 

this meeting I t  was decided that bourgeois capitalism and 

i ts  accompanying government must be destroyed and replaced 

by governments of the proletariat a ll dictated by the 

Soviet Government* There were other aspects of the dan-

2. Archibald Roosevelt, nThe Enemy Within the Gate11
in New Outlook, Vol* 161, October, 1932, p* 7; ^Legislative 
Aims of the Legion” In Congressional Digest, Vol. 11, 
November, 1932, p* 266; "Labor, the Legion, and the Reds” 
i n Literary Digest, Vol* 120, October 19, 1935, p* 5.

3. See Documents seized by the Justice Department, 
January 3-5, 1920, in the Appendix, » ~ S.
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jgers from Moscow# Not only was the surrender of the 

jRussian armies to Germany on the eastern front in 1917 

considered to be an act of treachery in permitting a 

million German soldiers to be turned against Allied 

soldiers on the western front, the very concepts and 

practices of this new ideology were contradictory and 

dangerous to those of the United States. Had not the raids 

by the Justice Department in early January, 1920, uncovered 

Communist plots to overthrow the state and federal govern

ments through force and violence and replace them with 

Communist regimes?

This is  definitely in the fie ld  of foreign policy and 

i t  has been an important factor in the diplomatic and other 

relations with Russia and her sa te llite s . The Legion*s 

policies in regard to the questions revolving around Com

munism and Russia are considered in Chapter IV.

The Legion Concept of the American Heritage

The concept of Americanism and the American heritage 

mean many things to many people. No person or group of 

persons can rightfully  claim a monopoly on these terms.

The adequacy of any definitions and principles advanced by 

various persons and* groups obviously must depend upon their 

inner integrity  and consistency with h istorical events. One 

of the earliest ideas of Americanism, expressed by the Legion 

is to be found in the Act of Congress, Section 3, incorpor

ating the American Legion in 1919, which reads in part as
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!follows:

That the purpose of this corporation shall be: to 
!promote peace and good will among the peoples of the 
;United States and a l l  the nations of the earth; to pre
serve the memories and incidents of the Great War of 
1917-1918; to cement the ties of love and comradeship 
born of service; and to consecrate the efforts of i ts  
members to mutual helpfulness and service to their 
country. ̂

The preamble of the constitution of the Legion as 

adopted at the Minneapolis convention in 1919 was more 

specific. I t  employed the following language:

For God and country, we associate ourselves together 
for the following purposes: to uphold and defend the Con- 
jstitution of the United States of America; to maintain law 
and order; to foster and perpetuate a one hundred per cent 
Americanism; to preserve the memories and the incidents of 
our associations in the Great War; to inculcate a sense of 
individual obligation to the community, state and nation; 
to combat the autocracy of both the classes and the masses; 
to make right the master of might; to promote peace and 
good will on earth; to safeguard and transmit to posterity 
the principles of Justice, freedom and democracy; to con
secrate and sanctify our comradeship by pur devotion to 
mutual helpfulness.

So important did the Minneapolis convention in 1919 

consider the subject of Americanism that I t  authorized the 

establishment of a National Americanism Commission.5 I t  

was not actually set up u n til the year 1924. But in the 

meantime legionnaires were highly vocal on the subject,

4. Congressional Record* Vol. 58, Part 5, 66th Congress, 
1st Session, p. 5109; 41 United States Statutes at Large 285.

5. "Birth of the American Legion" in Outlook* Vol.
122, May 21, 1919, pp* 104-105; "American Legion: I ts  
Convention and I t s  New Commander" in Outlook* Vol. 123, 
November 26, 1919, pp. 348-349.
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: while the local posts in a l l  parts of the country began 

; ac tiv ities  in this direct!on♦
■t

The Legion concept of patriotism was influenced from 

! the beginning by dislike or fear of foreign elements trans

ported to American shores, and particularly of Bolshevist 

aliens who advocated overthrow of constitutional government 

by force. The Legion’s fear of what the ultimate effect 

of immigration might be on the United States was put in 

this manner:
i

Whence come a ll these faces?
Whither are they going?
Will uncontrolled arrivals of alien races 
Ultimately prove America’s undoing?^

The Minneapolis convention had called upon the Federal 

Government to change the Department of Justice !,from a 

passive-evidence collecting organization to a m ilitant 

and active group of workers whose findings shall be force

fully acted upon by this our American Government.M All of 

this was encouraging to Attorney-General A. Mitchell Palmer 

who was already planning his campaign against the followers 

of the Lenin-Trotzky doctrine of terrorism.

On January 3, 1920, the Attorney-General directed 

Justice Department agents to raid Communist headquarters,

6 . Study of Problems R elating to Immigration and 
Deportation and Other M atters. Hearings Before Sub
committee No. I  of the Committee on Immigration and 
N atu ra liza tion , House of R epresentatives, 79th Congress, 
1 s t  S ession , Pursuant to H. Res. 52, Part 4 (August 24 and 
25, 194577”P* 349.
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| homes and meeting places in thirty-three c ities  from coast 

to coast in the United States* The raids began on Saturday 

night and continued through the week end* Over 5,000 

aliens were arrested of the 60,000 names included in Jus

tice Department f i le s .  These aliens were to be deported 

or turned over to the courts for prosecution. Attorney- 

General Palmer1 s statement on this action follows:

Agents of the Department of Justice took into custody 
several hundred members of the Communist Party and the 
Communist Labor party of this country, on the charge that 
these organizations advocate and teach the overthrow of 
the United States Government by force and violence. The 
only difference between the Communist Party and the 
Communist Labor Party is one of leadership. Both of these 
parties, since their organization la s t September (1919), 
have been endeavoring to bring about the establishment of 
a Soviet form of government in this country similar to 
that which now obtains in Russia.*?

From time to time in succeeding months, Attorney- 

General Palmer announced the continued rounding up of Red 

Agents, each time submitting documents of the Communist 

organizations showing their plans to wreck the American
Q

government by force.

In 1919, strikes and labor troubles in steel mills, 

coal mines and the stock yards led Congress to investigate 

the Red menace as a contributing cause. On January 5, 1920,

7. New York Times, January 3, 1920, pp. 1-2;
Benjamin Gitlow, The Waole of Their Lives, pp. 61-62.

8. New York Times, January 4, 1920, p. 1; January 5, 
1920, p. 2; January 12, 1920, p. 3.
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while reports of the arrests of Reds and the seizure of 

their litera tu re  were daily occurences, Congressman George

S. Graham, of Pennsylvania, introduced a sedition b i l l  in 

the House of Representatives. The b il l  provided for the 

death penalty for treason and also for the death of an 

innocent person in a r io t  attending a movement to overthrow 

the government, or to prevent the carrying out of the laws 

of Congress or decrees of the courts. I t  prohibited the 

publication of artic les intended to encourage forcible 

resistance to or destruction of the government of the 

United States and made i t  a misdemeanor to exhibit in a 

public place a Red flag or any other emblems which tend 

to incite or to indicate a purpose to overthrow the govern

ment*^

The excitement spread even to the Ohio Society of 

New York which was holding its  meeting in the Waldorf in 

New York City on January 6, 1920, when the meeting was 

planned to hear potential candidates for the Republican 

Presidential nomination. Nicholas Murray Butler, Presi

dent of Columbia University, Senator Warren G. Harding of 

Ohio and Major Leonard Wood were the speakers. Senator 

Harding declared that while the Reds were a small group,

^ew York Times, January 6, 1920, p. 1; Congress
ional Record, Vol* 59, Part 2, 66th Congress, 2nd Session, 
pp. 1964-1965.
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| they were effectively organized# The danger from within

j  was not alone from the Reds but from the indifference of

i  the American people# I t  was the duty of American citizens

to impress upon a ll  aliens in the country that "true liberty

is  found within the law, and not outside i t# " ^  President

Butler denounced the attempts of organized groups who seek

by striking at some v ita l point of the industrial situation

"to paralyze the nation and thus coerce the government#"

Major Leonard Wood, who was detained, but sent a statement

on the Red menace which among other things said: "The time

has come to wake up and demonstrate that this country is

going to be run by Americans, under the Constitution, with-
12out fear or favor to any class or group."

The publications of the American Legion began a syste

matic denunciation not only of Bolshevists and Communists 

but also of aliens in the United S ta te s .^  The American 

Legion Weekly opposed the "Reds" because they were the

10# New York Times, January 6, 1920, p. 3.

New York Times, January 6, 1920, p. 1.

12# New York Times, January 6, 1920, pp. 1 and 3#

13# Charles D# Kelley, "A Starting Point for Slacker 
Drives" in The American Legion Weekly, October 24, 1919, 
pp. 8-9; Innis Brown, "Oas—The F irst Alarm" p# 23; "Post 
the Slackers," October 31, 1919, p. 12; "Slackers Call for 
Help," November 7, 1919, p# 12.



www.manaraa.com

39

; antithesis of Americanism* As the enemies of freedom they 

i were to be given a return trip  from American shores* The
i
I Reds were a menace. A typical ed ito rial would run some

what as follows: “Blast the crop* Stamp out the fires 

which are already being lighted. Run the Reds out from the 

: land whose flag they sully* Cleanse the country of the
14

skulkers whose insane ambition is to wreck i t .

The idea that alienism is  opposed to Americanism is  

further expressed in the program of National Commander 

| Owsley in 1922 when he recommended that immigration be 

' halted to the United States for five years to give America 

time to educate her aliens in the true sp ir it of American

ism. “Those here now soon will send back to the radicals
15in Europe that America has no room for d is lo ya lis ts .”

The National Americanism Commission 

I f  these ideas seem to express a negative Americanism, 

that situation was not always to remain. In 1924, when the 

National Americanism Commission was set up, as provided for 

in the Minneapolis convention of 1919, a more positive 

expression of Americanism was given. The Americanism 

Commission was composed of sixteen members representing a ll

14* "Give them a Sea Voyage” In The American Legion 
Weekly, November 14, 1919, p. 12.

15# ”Commander Owsley of the Legion” in Literary 
Digest, Vol. 75, November 18, 1922, pp. 50-54.
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! parts of the United States. They were Richard P. Beirne
j
| (Virginia), E. K. Bixby (Oklahoma), William C. Hicks 

(Washington), Prank L. Sich (South Dakota), Silas H . Whaley 

(Wisconsin), Peyton H. Hoge, J r .,  (Kentucky), Augustus H* 

Gansser (Michigan), John J. Tigert (D istrict of Columbia), 

Dwight P. Davis (Idaho), George W. Nilsson (Arizona), Alex 

Guerry (Tennessee), Charles M. Herlihy (Massachusetts), and 

T. Thomas Busha (Montana) • Garland W. Powell of Maryland
1 g

was the National Director.

The Americanism Commission holds at least two meetings 

each year, one in Indianapolis and the other at the conven

tion city . There may be special meetings whenever the 

National Director or a majority of the members thinly such 

special meetings are necessary. Members of the Commission 

are assigned special phases of the program of Americanism.

In i ts  f i r s t  report, in 1924, the Americanism Commis

sion identified Americanism as nationalism, patriotism and 

devotion to the United States. On this subject the report 

said:

Americanism is nationalism and patriotism . . . .  
Americanism means another thing—the undying devotion and 
belief in the United States of America. I t  has been this 
sp ir it  that has made our nation progress, in a very short 
period of time, from a few small colonies to the greatest 
government in the world today. I t  is the same sp ir it which 
has led us to victory in a ll of our wars. I t  is that same 
s p ir it  that the Communists, the Bolshevists, the I . W. W* s, 
the Revolutionary radicals and the extreme pacifists are 
attempting to unde mine today. Besides the evil Influences 
which have been mentioned above, the sp ir it  of America Is

16. Annual Reports, 1924, p. 60.
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I threatened by Ignorance and Illite racy , which condition 
can be corrected by faithfu l work and service to those-7 

| American ideals and principles fostered by the Legion#

By 1925, Americanism was identified as being synony

mous with good citizenship and the Commission insisted that 

is catechism was to be found in the preamble to the Legion* s 

constitution. In i ts  annual report the Americanism Commis

sion expressed this concept of Americanism as follows:

i; Americanism Is a term of vast significance. In Its
larger conception, i t  embraces every phase of an indivi
dual* s relation to the community, state and nation.

! Primarily I t  begins in the home. No man can be simultan
eously a good citizen of the nation and a poor citizen of 

1 the s ta te , or community; nor can he fu lly  discharge his 
obligations as a citizen unless he preserves the ideals 

, and traditions of American home life  at his own fireside 
• . . • The National Americanism Commission urges a 
thoughtful consideration of every statement in the pre
amble to our constitution of the American Legion upon 
every member of the organization, for herein is found the 
catechism of our work.

Americanism demands vigilance. We must be ever a lert 
to the influences which teach false doctrine and constantly 
seek the overthrow of organized government . . . .  Ameri
canism demands an open mind, but not a readiness to run 
amuck with the ideas of a revolutionary age.^*°

The Americanism Commission recommended that Americanism 

continue to be a matter of good citizenship and legionnaires 

in 1926 were to be guided by the pledges in the preamble to 

the Legion constitution# As legionnaires increased in age 

and experience they were becoming more aware of the sig n ifi

cance of these pledges, the commission stated. "To inculcate 

a sense of individual obligation to the community, state and

17. Annual Reports, 1924, p. 62.

18# Annual Reports, 1925, part II, p. 2.
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i  nation” was a part of the Americanism program, and the only
!
| part of the Legion program which could provide an activ ity

19; for every post and every individual member.

By 1929, The Americanism Commission again defined 

Americanism in terms of patriotism, and, at the same time 

indicated how i t  was to be preserved. I t  said:

The Americanism Commission believes thoroughly with 
President Hoover that devotion to our heme, to our town, 
to our state , to our country and to our national ideals 
are the springs of patriotism, and that patriotism which 
is  the most inspiring of a ll human emotions is  the impon
derable cohesive force of democracy. For this reason we 
have given a great deal of our time and spent a great deal

I of our money to reach the youth of our country, the youth 
which is always the bearer of progress and upon whom we 
must depend for the perpetuation of American Institu tions, 
which have done so much not only to make our nation great, 
but in reality  to establish equality of opportunity among
men.20

By 1930 an added apprehension appeared, namely, that 

the Great Depression would promote un-American ac tiv ities . 

Business depression was followed by curtailment of indus

tr ia l  enterprise and increasing unemployment. By 1930, 

the estimates of the unemployed ranged between 2,500,000 

and 8,000,000 in the United States. Ultimately i t  reached
pi

13,000,000 in 1933. Men out of work are always a prey to 

radical agitators. The Americanism Commission fully cogni

zant of the contemporary scene, held that only by under

standing, appreciating and showing willingness to preserve

19. Annual Reports, 1926, p. 28.

20. Annual Re ports, 1929, p. 38.

21. World1s Almanac, 1931, p. 165.
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I the Ideals and traditions of American home life  will the 

| individual he discharging fully his obligations as a e i t i -  

; zen. As a people, the citizens of the United States are 

| usually willing to sacrifice for the sake of their ideals 

in an emergency* The Commission asked for their best 

I vigilance at that time. I f  the United States is to con-
I

tinue long, the people must be awakened to the menace of 

the deterioration by insiduous softening within. According 

 ̂ to the Commission, the United States was facing the danger 

which every successful people have faced. The Commission 

warned that the people of the United States were apt to 

lose sight of the very things upon which their success is 

b u ilt. They are apt to think that the physical things 

about them are the real things that count and overlook the 

invisible guiding force which have brought these things to 

them.^^

When the Great Depression was a t i ts  worst in 1931 the 

Americanism Commission expressed concern, i f  not alarm, as 

to the possib ilities of perpetuation of the American trad i

tions and ideals. I ts  apprehensions are disclosed in this 

statement:

America as never before has been and is now under
going a drastic social and economic revolution, which gives 
us peacetime problems of such gigantic proportions and 
gravity as to demand the interest of every worthwhile 
citizen. These conditions have created a tremendous unem-

22. Annual Reports, 1930, p. 70.
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I ployment problem and the subsequent hunger and suffering 
; among men, women and children. We are face to face with 
! the most c ritica l problem of a ll  time--which even threatens 
: our national existence. America can not remain asleep to 
j this menace . . . .

With these rapidly changing conditions, we face the 
task of perpetuating our American traditions and ideals, 

j No quicker way to our country1 s downfall could be found 
i than to permit the national character to weaken and our 
| ideals to d isin tegrate.2^

The presidential election year of 1932 came in one of 

' the most c ritica l periods of the depression. President 

Hoover, in seeking re-election made himself the champion 

: of the laissez faire philosophy in allowing the normal, 

i natural processes to bring about recovery in the economic 

life  of the nation, while the Democratic candidate, Franklin 

Delano Roosevelt, offered **action and action now.*1 Roose

velt was elected by a popular vote of 22,800,000 and 472 

electoral votes to 15,000,000 popular votes and 59 electoral 

votes for President Hoover. The Roosevelt victory made a 

profound impression upon the American Legion. Immediately 

there was less emphasis upon preservation of the traditions 

of the founding fathers and more emphasis upon building a 

better America. I t  was the work of Americanism to build a 

better America; to build an undying fa ith  and devotion to 

the nation and i ts  ideals. The nation-wide depression pro

vided a fe r t i le  field  for un-American propaganda and devel

oped situations demanding more emphatic, effective and

23. Annual Reports, 1931, p* 309*
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I 24-I  m ilitant Americanism ac tiv ities .
; j

] For i ts  work in 1934 the Americanism Commission con-
j
| sidered arousing of the people of the United States to a

realization of the dangers of foreign propaganda was of
■ 25greatest importance. In 1935 Americanism took on a more
i
; sp iritua l or subjective character in that i t  was considered 

as being the soul of America. nI f  the soul is  lo s t, a ll 

else worth while is gone.” I t  was the purpose of the Amer

icanism Commission to drive the alien ”isms” and subversive
|

influences from the United States. There is even self- 

denial and se lf-restra in t in Americanism, elements lacking 

in I ts  chief detractor, Communism. Since there is no desire 

on the part of the people of the United States to interfere 

with the peoples and governments of other nations, like

wise, ”we do not want their political doctrines forced upon 

the United S ta tes.” The statement continued as follows:

We are neither the proprietors nor the overlords of
; this mighty republic; we are but temporary stewards of i ts  

safe custody. We have inherited, in tru s t, the privileges 
and advantages of American citizenship, under our American 
form of government. I t  is  ours to enjoy and love; ours to 
foster and protect—to the end that we shall deliver i t  to 
our children, stronger and more firmly rooted in the prin
ciples of i ts  origin, that i ts  ideals may continue to lig h t 
the paths of civilization  down through the generations.2®

Emphasis on rights, privileges and duties of citizen

ship were again emphasized in the program of the American-

24. Annual Reports, 1953, p. 105.

25. Annual Reports, 1954, p. 205.

26. Annual Reports, 1935, pp. 55-56.
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[ Ism Commission in 1936* I t  was the work of Americanism to
|
j develop a true appreciation of the rights and privileges of

j citizenship in the United States, nthe greatest se lf-
:!

j governing nation of recorded history**1 Their efforts were 

directed mainly against the forces of ignorance, to include 

those who can not and those who will not, appreciate the 

genius of the American system of constitutional democracy* 

The people of the United States must also be made to see 

their individual responsibilities in the community, state 

and nation, according to the Americanism Commission*^

While the reports of the Americanism Commission con

stantly exhibited a slight tone of self-righteousness 

there was never the sp ir it  of complacency nor the certainty 

of absolute accomplishment. The Commission always realized 

that in dealing with the intangible concepts associated with 

Americanism, measurements cannot be applied. Uncertainties 

have beset the Legion since i ts  inception and vigilance and 

concern are evident in these reports. In 1938, the aims 

and purposes of the Commission were re-stated as follows:

We have continuously sought to carry out the sp ir it  
which gave th is Commission b irth , that is ,  to so contri
bute of our life  and experience that not alone will our 
children have the appreciation of America which we have, 
but that a ll of our citizens will be imbued with a love 
of country, and respect for i ts  institutions and will 
have a m ilitant desire to preserve in these United States 
the sp ir it  of freedom which was given to us as a priceless 
heritage by our forefathers. We have respected the thought 
that i t  is  not our privilege to impose our will upon any

27* Annual Reports* 1936, p. 65.
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| man or group of men, but at the same time we have accepted 
;| i t  as our duty to put before men our common thoughts as 
j based upon our common experience to the end that a ll people 
may approach the problems of government and of society 
|peaceably, rationally and with the general welfare rather 
i  than selfish position as the goal to be obtained. ®
i

Like other pressure groups in the United States, the 

j Legion was not guided merely by events within the United 

States. In 1924, Adolph H itler emerged from his prison, 

and soon had succeeded in organizing the Nazi Party which 

ultimately in 1933 grasped the po litica l power of Germany. 

H itle r^  principal agents in the United States were to be 

found in the German-American Bund.^ I ts  subversive activ

i t ie s  were extensive. In 1939, in opposition to the Bund, 

the Commission reported as follows:

I t  is our purpose to re-inspire and, i f  necessary, 
dramatize the traditional in itia tive  of the American 
people and the will to preserve our constitutional form 
of democracy so capably conceived and proudly hailed by 
our forefathers. We are returning to the traditional 
American way although i t  has been d ifficu lt to retain  a 
mental s tab ility  in these hysterical times . • . . L e t  
us be prepared to preserve our traditions within the 
walls of our country, and to re s is t the enemies from 
without.30

The Americanism Commission at headquarters was not 

engaged in a single-handed task of spreading Americanism. 

Indeed, the whole Legion organization had contributions to

28. Annual Reports. 1938, p. 71.

29. Arthur Deranian, The Plotters, 1946$ Under Cover.
1943.

30* Annual Reports. 1939, p. 18.
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make# Quite often, reports in the official publication of 

; the organization, The National Legionnai r e , reflected ideas 

I of Americanism as when i t  stated:

America with its  form of government constitutes a 
I crowning accomplishment in the century-old struggle of the 
I Anglo-Saxon races for the establishment of the rights of 
• men. While these rights are the inalienable rights of man 
|given to him inherently by his Creator, they have only been 
jwon and preserved by the sacrifice of the blood of men in 
arms# Vigilance eternal is  necessary to their perpetua- 
tion .31

The Effect of the Outbreak of the Second World War

World War II  began in September, 1939, when Hitler 

invaded Poland, and when Britain and France decided at long 

la s t  to give m ilitary resistance# During the winter months 

there was l i t t l e  activ ity  on the military fronts# I t  became 

the "phoney war.11 In a Hew Year* s message to a ll legion

naires in 1940, the National Commander, Raymond J# Kelly, 

addressed them through The National Legionnaire along the 

line of Americanism# I t  had been their work to expose and 

oppose the alien "isms" and to support those "principles 

which were unknown to the civilized world un til a great 

people crystallized their ideals in the Declaration of 

Independence and the Constitution." The problems that had 

to be solved were founded on questions that bring many 

threats to the well-being of the United States. The problem 

that faced the legionnaires then had been caught many years 

ago in the poet*s vision, which he quoted as follows:

51» ?he National Legionnaire, August, 1939, p# 4
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Long, too long, America, 
i  Traveling roads a ll  even and peaceful you learn* d from 
| joys and prosperity only,
.1 But now, ah now, to learn from crises of anguish, advan- 
i cing, grappling with direct fate and recoiling not,
And now to conceive and show to the world what your 

children en masse really  are.

He believed the Legionnaire's individual acceptance of his 

obligations would not leave any doubt to the world "about 

the quality of. America's children en masse," 52

In September, 1941, a t i ts  Milwaukee Convention the 

Legion voted to support the Roosevelt administration in 

sending Lend-Lease to Russia,55 Many legionnaires wanted 

to get Into the war and many f e l t  that the United States 

would be in a "shooting war" very soon whether i t  wanted 

to be or not. In an Armistice Day address November 11, 

1941, Lynn U. Stambaugh, National Commander, defined Amer

icanism in terms of the American people and their accom

plishments when he said:

The sp ir it  of our Americanism is not gentle, tame or 
docile. I t  Is a fighting sp ir it  and a working sp ir it  
which has b u ilt the great industries, the great transpor
tation systems, the great c itie s , the great dams and 
reservoirs, canals and locks and power houses out of the 
inspiration of men's dreams and the perspiration of men's 
bodies. Americans have done these things because they 
were free to do them, free to build and to own for them
selves that which their hands had made. In these things 
is  to be found the only answer to the question as - to what 
created the superiority of American manhood in peace and 
war. The citizen of a free competitive social order is  a

32. The National Legionnaire, January, 1940, pp. 1-3.

33, The Milwaukee Journal, September 17, 1941, pp. 1-3.
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better man than the citizen of a fixed and regimented 
[ social order.54
|
j When the going on the home front during World War II

| seemed tough the Americanism Commission pointed out that 

j there was some inspiration to be gained from Americanism 

I for every emergency that the people might be forced into.

I During the war i t  meant sacrifice, self-denial and hard
i

| work. Those on the home front had a job to do and nothing 

mattered but to get the ns tu ff1* needed by the soldiers and 

sailo rs. Everyone must be completely subordinated to the 

; war effo rt. I f  everyone contributed his share as was hoped,
i
th is would be 11 wartime Americanism at i ts  best#”®®

In Its  Omaha convention in 1943 the Legion took action 

to meet the challenges facing postwar America when i t  pro

vided for a $10,000,000 Americanism Endowment Fund. This 

was la te r  raised to $15,000,000. The Legion considers i t  

, has special and particular responsibilities with respect 

to the nation1s heritage, i ts  pattern and i ts  institu tions. 

In this role the Legion recognizes certain obligations 

relating to maintaining a plan of life  that rthas resulted 

in more security and comfort for more people for longer 

periods11 than has any other system of government or enter

prise. After World War I I  this part of the Legion program

34. The National Legionnaire, November, 1941, pp. 1-3.

Annual Reports, 1943, p. 18.



www.manaraa.com

51
ij
| has heen expanded. By 1945 the Americanism Commission was
I
looking forward to this expanding program 11 to inspire 

; patriotism in the hearts of the boys and g irls of this 

| country to teach them the tasks before them in the carrying 

! on of representative democracy and to bring before them the 

recognition of their rich American heritage.”^

The fighting aspect of World War II  ended in 1945 and 

peace was expected to be established, but there was no 

peace. Soviet tactics in the occupied countries, in the 

; United Nations, and her general lack of cooperation in 

establishing peace treaties with the defeated nations made 

many people apprehensive as to Russia's real intentions.

Her agents in other countries of the world, including the 

United States, were particularly obnoxious. The American

ism Commission appraised the situation and looked upon i ts  

work as being determined mainly by the subversive groups 

in this country when i t  stated:

There are radical revolutionaries spearheaded by 
Communists, fa sc is ts , followers of Nazi believers and 
other groups actively a t work in this country who would 
overthrow our government by force or violence. Included 
in such groups are dangerous advocates of pacifism, dreary
eyed crackpots and numerous visionaries who are fronts for 
crafty foreign agents. These various groups have a common 
technique of operation--propaganda and in filtra tio n . They 
seek to invade our schools, our government, our veterans' 
organizations, our youth groups and a ll other types of 
our well-established American institu tions. I t  Is our

36. Annual Reports, 1945, p. 27.
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| duty to expose and counteract them#^i
I

The final statement given by the Americanism Ccmmis- 

| sion to be presented here is  in terms s t i l l  of i t s  recog

n it io n  of the dangers of dangers of foreign uisms” and the 

proper procedure to combat them# This statement runs as 

I follows:

The real essence of our work is the work of character 
building, inquiry, and exposition and education which goes 
on constantly, for we feel that the character of today1 s 
youth tomorrow, the fid e lity  of future and prospective 
citizens of the United States, and the abiding fa ith  of 
a ll  our countrymen are the reinforcing mortar which will 
insure the continued American way of life#38

Several expressions as to what Americanism means, or 

is ,  are published by the Legion in booklets for use in the 

American Legion Institu te  where prospective leaders of the 

Legion are trained to carry on instructions in the various 

posts throughout the country. One of these is  put out in 

poster form and has been widely distributed throughout the 

country# I t  runs as follows:

Americanism 
Is an unfailing love of country;
Loyalty to i t s  institu tions and ideals; 
Eagerness to defend i t  against a ll enemies; 
Undivided allegiance to the flag;
And a desire to secure the blessings 
Of liberty  to ourselves and posterity#

Most of these statements on Americanism indicate the 

desired loyalties of the citizen of the United States to

Annual Reports, 1946, pp# 30-31#

38. Annual Reports, 1947, p. 172.

39. The Americanism Program (pamphlet) p. 15#
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I ts  heritage and the things that the people are to appre

ciate i f  the nation is to he kept a going concern# One 

| statement would include participation by the people of the 

j United States in world affairs "as set forth In the various
i
,! resolutions of the Atlantic Charter" as being good American-
■j

| ism* The people of the United States would have to be 

j strong in character, strong in the belief that the American 

j heritage will have to be defended in a hostile world, even 

! against hostile elements a t home, u n til the United Hatlons 

'j has proved i ts  capacity to carry out I ts  designed programs, 

j This study of the Legion’s concept of AmericanismIi
| embraces the period, 1919 to 1949. In this period there
i

| was no noticeable change in the Legion’s concept of Ameri-
j
! canism as formulated at the end of the F irst World ’War,
f
.1

other than the refinement of expression of the concept of 

Americanism. The Legion now defines Americanism as abso

lute loyalty to American Ideals, American traditions and 

| the good American way of l i f e .

Activities to Promote Americanism 

| The most extensive program of the Legion includes i ts

! ac tiv ities to promote Americanism. Through legislation, i t  

j Is the goal of the Legion to secure the nation's strength 

and security in its  external relations. Through i ts  Ameri

canism program the country Is to be made strong and secure 

by proper understanding, appreciation and Indoctrination
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"The Am ericanism  Program,r (P am ph let), 1947 . P. 1 6 .
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!of the people in the principles and ideals that have made 

; the United States a great country.

The Legion’s in terest in Americanism "began with i ts
i
jf i r s t  convention in Minneapolis in 1919. There i t  was 

' recommended that a National Americanism Commission be 

established whose duty should be the endeavor to realize 

; in the United States the basic ideal of the Legion of 100 

! per cent Americanism through the planning, establishment 

and conduct of a continuous, constructive educational sys- 

I tern designed to:

(1) Combat a ll  anti-American tendencies, activ ities 
and propaganda;

(2) Work for the education of immigrants, prospective 
American citizens and alien residents in the principles of 
Americanism;

(3) Inculcate the ideals of Americanism in the citizen 
population, particularly the basic American principles that 
the in terests of a ll the people are above those of any 
special in terest or any so-called class or section of the 
pe ople;

(4) Spread throughout the people of the nation the 
information as to the real nature and principles of Ameri
can government;

(5) Foster the teaching of Americanism in a ll schools.

The Commission was not created un til 1924, but the 

posts and individual members carried on programs of Ameri

canism suitable to the particular problems of each commun

ity . After 1924, the program was directed from national 

headquarters. Drives for funds have been conducted from 

time to time and many patrio tic Americans have contributed

40. The Americanism Program (pamphlet), p. 11; 
Annual Reports, 1924, pp. 64-80.
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j large stuns to carry on this work. In its  Omaha Convention 

j in 1943, the Legion took steps to set tip an endowment fund 

I of not less than ten million dollars as a charitable tru st,
i

jlater raised to fifteen  million dollars, intended to accom-
i

jplish these purposes;

j To uphold and defend the Constitution of the United
sjStates; to foster the realization and to develop and pro- 
jmote the appreciation of the value of the American way of 
ilife ; to promote a liberal and practical education of the 
'people of the United States at large of the privileges, 
obligations and responsibilities of citizenship in the 

^United States; and to aid and conduct broad educational 
Sprograms for the purposes above outlined under the direc
tion of the American Legion; a ll to the end that we must 
safeguard the continuance of this government under the 
Constitution as a representative democracy within a re
public, and preserve our democratic institu tions to our- 
i selves and our poster!ty.^l

In order to have trained leaders to carry on the 

Americanism program, the American Legion Extension In s ti

tute is held annually in Indianapolis for a training period 

of five weeks for those selected to take the training*

Then the trainees are sent about the country to give in

struction in Americanism at Legion posts to help those who
42are conducting the activ ities program*

The National Americanism program of the Legion is 

divided into three main ac tiv itie s—Education, Youth Activ

it ie s  and Community Service*

1. Education, Under the division of Education there are

41. Annual Reports, 1944, pp* 29-30*

42. The Internal Organization of the American Legion 
(pamphlet), p. 9.
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f if te en  ac tiv ities  calculated to achieve the goals set 

|forth* These activ ities include citizenship schools for 

|foreign born, cooperation with schools In observing patri- 

|o tic  holidays, national high school oratorical contests,

jpublic school health education, text-books, cooperation
; J
|with parent-teacher associations, flag education, American 

|Education Week, American Legion school award, B ill of 

■Rights Day, Constitution Week, department essay contests 

jand others*

The Legion has set up 2,000 citizenship schools to

prepare immigrant petitioners for American citizenship*

Since there are immigrants in nearly every community the

Legion post is  urged to search out these people and give

them assistance in carrying out the naturalization pro- 

43cesses*

The national high school oratorical contest was 

inaugurated in 1938 for the purpose of developing a keener 

knowledge and understanding of the Constitution on the 

part of high school students. Eleven states participated 

in this f i r s t  contest, twenty states in 1939, forty states 

in 1940, forty-six  in 1941, forty-six  in 1942, forty-two 

I in  1943, forty-six  in 1944, forty-two in 1945 and forty- 

three in 1946* Pour thousand high school boys and g irls

43* *Ehe Americanism Program of the American Legion, 
p* 26*
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participated in the f i r s t  one and 160,000 participated in 

the 1946 contest* Scholarships of #4,000, #2,500, #1,000 

and $500 are awarded to the four best orators selected 

from those p artic ip a tin g .^

The public school health program is  an attempt to 

bring more adequate health education in communities where 

there are either no local health services at a ll  or where 

such services are provided only by inexperienced, part- 

time health o ffic ia ls . There are 40,000,000 people in the 

country who live in such communities, according to Legion 

studies.4̂

The section on textbooks is an attempt to remove a ll 

un-American and subversive textbooks from the public schools 

of the nation. Particular criticism  is leveled at the 

Harold 0# Rugg Social Science Series of junior high school 

textbooks. Particular statements selected from these books 

which the Legion considered a subversive influence because 

they advanced "social, economic, and political reform with

out absolute neglect of history and geography content" are 

quoted as follows:

The success Doctrine means nothing more than Win at 
your neighbor*s expense;
Take and keep and exploit for your own private gain has 
been the guiding slogan;

44. Ib id ., p* 28.

45. Ib id ., p. 31.
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! The Inevitable outcome is a widespread culture of vicious 
;! hypocricy;
j A considerable percentage of youth in urban America are 
at this moment potential racketeers;

: The outcome of such a pernicious philosophy is a widespread 
j adoption of young people of the “getting something for 
! nothing11 attitude;
|Our whole task is  nothing short of questioning a whole 
I philosophy of living--the philosophy of private capital
ism and laissez fa ire  . 46

! Constitution Week has the twin purpose of furthering
1!
i observance of the anniversary of the completion of the 

^Constitution and to encourage an adequate appreciation of 

i ts  importance. National Constitution Week is observed 

annually during the week of September 17, I t  is a cooper

ative plan between the Americanism Commission and the Amer

ican Bar Association. I f  the program suggested is carried 

out fu lly , a member, or members of the Bar Association, 

speak to student bodies on the Constitution or the machi

nery or problems of American government. ^

I t  is  recommended that Legion posts in every commun

ity  assist in the celebration of at least one patriotic 

holiday each month of the year. The celebrations of the

46. Annual Reports, 1942, p. 18; The National Legion
naire, April, 1941, p. 11; The Americanism Program of the 
American Legion, pp. 31-32; Hearings Before the Committee 
on Un-American A ctivities, House of Representatives, 80th 
Congress, 1st Session, on H• f£. 1884 and H. R. 2122 (March 
24-28, 194777 PP. 20-38.

47. The Americanism Program of the American Legion,
p . 28 •
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|| birthday anniversaries of Washington and Lincoln, Arbor 

jDay, Independence Day, Navy Day, and Army Day are a ll
: j

.fam iliar affa irs . The Legion Cooperates in the celebra- 

! tion of these and others, to the extent of sending out 

addresses for general use by American Legion speakers in 

observing holidays. I t  sends also general addresses on 

i such subjects as Americanism, Universal Military Training, 

i Subversive A ctivities, American Legion accomplishments and 

many othe r s .

In accordance with Legion instructions Army Day on 

April 6 is  observed because of the opportunity to build 

public support for the Legion* s proposal for universal 

service in time of war and for an adequate system of 

national defense. ’’This is the month that anti-war demon

strations are staged by radical pacifists, particularly on 

school campuses.11̂

Youth Ac t i  vi tie  s . In this division of the National 

Americanism program eleven activ ities make up the schedule. 

Such activ ities as Boys* State, Boys’ Forum of National 

Government, Boy Scouts, Junior Baseball, Boys* Clubs,

ROTC, 4-H Clubs, Junior Rifle Clubs, Boys’ and Girls*

48• e Internal Organization of the American Legion, 
pp. 76-77.

49. The National Legionnaire, January, 1940, p. 5.
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Week, Boys1 and Girls* Drum and Bugle Corps, Girl Scouts 

and Girl Reserves are designed for "Youth development, 

educational growth and wide range community service in a 

changing world . . . .  These programs strive to build the 

physical, mental, and moral faculties in the future c i t i 

zens of America upon whose shoulders f a l l  the mantle of 

the preservation of our country.1*^

Boys* State was inaugurated by the state of Illin o is

in 1935. In 1940 and 1941, thirty-four states had Boys*

State and in 1946 there were thirty-three states in the

program. The Legion sponsors the program but in many of

the sta tes, civic, religious, educational, patrio tic and

fraternal organizations serve as co-sponsors with Legion

posts in sending boys to Boys* State. The Legion has also

Inaugurated a Girls* State program similar to that of Boys*
51State with practically the same program and objectives.

Juniors in high school are usually selected for Boys* 

State with the help of the school principal or dean. Boys* 

State Is a combination of school and functioning govern

ment. There are classes in elections, courts, municipal

government, legislative procedures, county administration,

The National Americanism Program, p. 35.

51. The Denver Post, June 15, 1950, p. 49; The 
Albuquerque Journal, June 18, 1950, p. 2.
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; public safety, health and o th ers .^
i i

| In addition to the class work in Boys and G irls1

| State, these*young people themselves set up replicas of 

j their own city  and state governments in each of the state 

| capitol c itie s  or other selected c itie s , They elect their 

! own state , county and municipal officers from governor to 

! justice of the peace. Their city councils pass ordinances
i

! and their legislatures enact laws. Their judges s i t  with 

boy lawyers prosecuting and defending in the cases that
.1

arise while Boys and Girls* State is a functioning body. 

Each boy learns about his government while actually parti

cipating in i t .

The Boys* State Creed reads as follows:

American citizenship is my most priceless possession.
. I  believe in the constitutional form of government of the 
United States of America--which guarantees me the right to 
worship God as I choose, and, as a citizen, equal oppor
tunity and equal educational rights.

I t  is  my obligation to participate In and contribute 
my effort to the civic and po litical welfare of my commun
ity , state and nation.

I resolve to learn and understand government and the 
civic needs of my community and I hereby dedicate myself 
to the task of arousing and maintaining a like in terest 
in my fellow citizens.

Therefore may the experience of Boys* State be ever 
with me as a reminder of my obligations to my country.53

52. See in the Appendix for the report of the exper
iences of a participant in Boys* State, * 5 9 7 - 4 C 2 ,

53. The National Americanism Program, p. 35.
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Ten other ac tiv ities  in this group seek to promote 

'social responsibility for civic participation and leader

ship*
■j

j  3# Community Service* The third and final group of 

jactivities of the Americanism program consists of such 

things as clean-up campaigns, community service council, 

conservation ac tiv itie s , elimination of fire  hazards, 

jemergency re lie f  units, films and motion pictures, Inter- 

American Affairs, Legionnaire Schoolmaster Clubs, living 

memorials, playgrounds and recreation, postwar planning, 

public health programs, safe ty -firs t program, swimming 

pools and other ac tiv ities designed for community better

ment* Here the work seems to be so obvious that descrip

tion of i t  seems unnecessary, except for In ter-American 

Affairs, which will be considered in Chapter VII*

Achievement of Program

The great mass of people of the United States go 

along with the Legion concepts of the American heritage, 

for the essence of American history as taught in the 

public schools is patriotism. I t  Is the Legion's plan to 

re-echo and spotlight salient points in American history. 

The Americanism program is a continuing process and i t  is 

not possible to get a s ta tis tic a l evaluation of i t  since 

the effect upon the participants involves value judge

ments of a subjective nature.
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However, s ta tis tic a l data is  available showing the 

number of participants in various programs* Over 500,000 

;high school boys take part in Junior legion baseball each 

summer* More than 200,000 high school students p artic i- 

jpate in Legion-sponsored oratorical contests each year*
i!
jThese contests are usually on patriotic subjects* At
ii
'least 50,000 young men and women of high school age attend

'j

(Boy1 s State and G-irl^ State each year with two outstand

ing boys and g irls from each state participating in a

jnational forum of government in Washington, D. C .^  Over
j
(3,000 Boy Scout troops are sponsored by American Legion 

5 5(posts* More than 16,000 School award medals are pre

sented annually to outstanding students in both grade and 

high schools. The Legion spends annually over $62,000,000 

to assist in  the care of 7,000,000 children who are under

privileged*

Connie Mack, Manager of the Philadelphia Athletics

Baseball team, praised highly the work of the Junior Legion

Baseball program when he said:

My baseball career has brought me into intimate con
tact and relationship with many national movements for 
(civic and social betterment* One of the most important 
of these movements, in my estimation, is the American

’54. The American Legion Magazine, September, 1949, p. 32. 

55* The American Legion Magazine, August, 1949, p. 34.

56. Membership Promotion Manual, 1947, pp* 18-19.
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Legion.
Our American Legionnaires and the members of a ll our 

I veterans associations have helped to make our national 
game an exemplification of the true American sp ir it.
I The American Legion is engaged in a program for
I molding the future of our American youth by u tiliz ing  
!jbaseball as a powerful factor in the social, moral, and 
|economic development of the younger generation, 
j  Inaugurating a campaign for good citizenship, the
Legion has organized more than one-half million boys into 
'baseball clubs. The work of the American Legion has been 
il so successful that 255 of i ts  boys had graduated to the 
payrolls of the big leagues in 1949, and 3,672 more were 

|with the minor leagues . . . .
| Thousands of boys have learned the American way in
| sportsmanship and citizenship by playing on American 
Legion baseball teams • • • •

j This partnership between the American Legion and
I baseball has lasted more than a score of years. Boys who 
ihave played on the teams have learned more than baseball—
J they have learned the essentials of manhood • • • •

The American Legion is assisting our youth up the 
ladder of success in towns and c ities  throughout our 
country. Two hundred and fifty-four players in our major 
leagues in 1949 came from Junior baseball teams. I had 
fourteen of these boys with my Philadelphia A thletics.57

So important do the major baseball leagues consider 

the Legion baseball program that since 1928 they have 

contributed up to $50,000 annually to i t . 5®

I t  is  the Legion*s goal to have some 40,000,000 of the 

nation1 s boys and g irls  to participate in i ts  various pro

grams to inculcate Americanism.

Because much of the program is so new, i ts  effects can 

be noticed in another generation when the participants will

57. Connie Mack, My 66 Years in the Big Leagues, quoted 
in The Denver Post, April 21, 1950, p. 30.

58. The American Legion Magazine, February, 1950, 
p* 31«
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floe controlling the destinies of the nation. In terms of 

| the functioning of the family of nations the Legion1 s plan 

jis to have the United States play a leading role. This 

jean be done i f  i ts  citizens are conditioned properly in 

Ibody and mind, i f  they study and appreciate the American
■j
heritage and build upon i t .  This has significance in 

foreign policy. I f  the people in the local, state and
. i

inational communities can cooperate to solve their problems, 

the necessary experiences and procedures are available for

!functioning in international affairs.
!

Conclusions

Most Legionnaires, by virtue of their m ilitary ser

vice, assume that they have a special in terest and a l i t t l e  

better claim than other citizens to be the custodians of 

the nation1 s heritage. This role of custodian of the 

nation1 s heritage is  made necessary, according to the Le

gion, because of three dangers to the American way of life -  

ignorance and indifference of Americans who do not 11 appre

ciate the genius of our system of constitutional democracy 

and the consequent individual responsibility to the commun

ity , state and nation,11 the alien and the immi grant living 

in the United States and the spectre of Russian Communism 

with i ts  plans for promoting c iv il war and revolution 

through cells planted in every country and dictated to by 

Moscow.
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'! The Legion1 s concept or Americanism is made up of
!
nationalism, patriotism and devotion to the United States. 

Good citizenship is strongly emphasized. To bring about 

a proper understanding and appreciation of the American 

heritage an Americanism Commission was established early 

in the career of the Legion. I t  would be the purpose of 

the Americanism Commission to Indoctrinate American c i t i 

zens In their h istorical ideals and traditions, to give 

training to desirable aliens and immigrants in the United 

States so they would become good citizens and to counter

act alien 11 isms11 and propaganda calculated to undermine 

and destroy the American way of l ife .

The Great Depression with the consequent unemployment 

and re lie f ro lls  was influential in causing the Legion to 

give greater attention to economic matters both In building 

a better America and to prevent the spread of Alien '^sms” 

in the United States. World War II was seen by the Legion 

as an external threat to the American heritage and would 

have to be met with an Americanism that was nnot gentle, 

tame or docile , n but was a fighting and working sp ir it . 

Bven after World War I I ,  due to Soviet tactics in the 

occupied countries, in the United Nations and in her gen

eral lack of cooperation in establishing peace trea ties, 

the Legion continues i ts  vigilance against the further 

spread of i ts  most-hated ism, Communism.
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The National .Americanism program of the Legion is 

divided into three main activities--Education, Youth 

A ctivities and Community Service, All the programs in 

these ac tiv ities are designed and calculated to give what 

the Legion considers a good understanding of, and desirable 

experiences in, American democracy.

Building sound minds and bodies in the citizenry of the 

United States is considered by the Legion to be of prime 

importance i f  the United States is to play a leading role 

in international affa irs. I ts  Americanism program, the 

Legion hopes, will make an important contribution to this 

goal.
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j CHAPTER III
J

1
i THE ALIEN, IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION POLICY

The f i r s t  of the dangers to the American heritage, en

visioned by the American Legion, namely, the indifference of 

the American people, has been described in Chapter I I .  The 

:second of the Legionfs category of dangers, namely, the 

alleged menace of increasing alien elements in the United 

I States, w ill be the subject for investigation in this chap-

! te r. The alien and immigration policies of the United
!
|States have been considered by the American Legion as both 

|foreign and domestic problems. These policies were a dom- 

Iestic problem, in the view of the Legion, in that the 

presence of aliens already in the United States would re- 

iquire Americanization of desirable persons and deportation 

of the undesirable. These policies were a foreign issue 

in that, according to the Legion opinion, many nations 

were actively seeking 11 to dump their criminals, agitators, 

mental defectives, moral degenerates and other undesirable
■l

classes” in the United States.

As frequently Indicated in the present study, Legion 

opinion upon public Issues must not be confused with gen- 

! eral public opinion. The members of the American Legion, 

j numbering over 300,000 in 1920 and over a million in 1930,

I! 1. Annual Reports, 1926, p. 105.
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constituted only a fraction of the adult citizenship of the 

United States* which numbered approximately sixty millions 

in the la tte r  year* The members of the Legion, however,

| were largely American in their origin, and their attitudes 

' corresponded in many ways to those of a cross-section of 

j the American people. This observation especially applies 

I to the question of immigration after World War I .  S ti l l  

further, i t  has generally been assumed that the wives, 

j daughters and sons of Legionnaires tended to follow Legion 

|opinion on po litica l problems.
i

During the F irs t World W/ar, national feeling and the 

desire for unity in the United States were greatly stimula- 

!ted. Animosities lingering from the Civil War were repressed 

as sons from the South served with sons from the North under 

the same flag on the battlefields of France. At the same 

time, the arrests of spies, the spreading of atrocity 

stories and actual sabotage in war industries in the United 

States made a ll aliens suspect, especially the more recent 

arrivals. More than th is, public opinion actually d iffe r

entiated between aliens of different national and racial 

origin. Aliens from certain countries were to be favored 

over other countries. Inasmuch as a certain degree of 

racia l unity was viewed as necessary for the s tab ility  of 

a great sta te , public opinion began to in sis t not only 

upon a reduction of a ll alien immigration but also upon 

a more drastic reduction of the immigration of aliens from
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racial stocks not c l o s e l y  identified with American c iv ili-  

| zation. Such public opinion finally  found legal expression 

:jin the national origins system of the Immigration Act of 

:|1924, which limited the to tal number of immigrants to 

I 357,803 per year, and provided for a quota arrangement
ij
j apportioned to the various states from which immigrants
■1
j come on the basis of three per cent as many immigrants as 

j: there were persons of these respective nationalities re-
i
;siding in the United States in the Year 1910.

Legionnaire Re sentment Toward the Alien 

I t  Is a common occurence for men who have made sacri

fices for their country, especially in m ilitary service, 

to resent the exemption of other men from such sacrifices. 

In 1917, there were 7,000,000 aliens in the United States, 

of whom 2,000,000 were men and youths of m ilitary age. The

total number of aliens in the United States in 1920 was 

213,920,692# Of this number, only 155,000 aliens became 

naturalized citizens by virtue of their service in the 

m ilitary forces. Toward a ll other alien men who had 

escaped m ilitary service, Legionnaires tended to feel a 

strong disapproval If not b itte r  contempt and resentment.

2. U. S. Bureau of Census. Fourteenth Census of the 
United States Taken in the Year 1920: Population: 1920. 
Washington. D. £• Government Printing Office, 1922,
Vol. I I ,  p. 779.
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This disapproval was easily transferred from the alien 

exempted from m ilitary service to a ll aliens, both male 

and female, young and adult.

An economic motive also entered into Legion antipathy 

toward the alien. Many soldiers had returned from Prance 

to find their jobs taken by aliens who had not served in 

the war. Other ex-soldiers who found their employment 

curtailed by industrial strikes frequently blamed alien 

agitators for the strikes. In the post-war period, indus

tr ie s , particularly steel and coal, which were not under 

the necessity of reconversion were unusually subject to 

strikes which were alleged to be instigated by alien labor 

leaders. As Commander Owsley was inducted as head of the 

Legion, he stated the issue in these words: “During the 

war many aliens claimed exemption from m ilitary service 

because of their foreign b irth . Now they claim their 

righ t to force foreign ideas upon Americans because they 

are s t i l l  here.u3

Whatever else may have given the members of the Legion 

an anti-alien, anti-immigrant, and anti-foreign bias, re

sentment a t the escape of aliens from military service was 

perhaps the strongest motive. The Legion regarded military 

service as the universal requirement of a ll able-bodied

3- Literary Digest, Vol. 75, November 18, 1922, p. 52.
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persons who enjoy good wages and the highest standard of

liv ing, and under what the Legion considers to be the best
a

government in the world.

I t  was against th is background of sound sentiment and 

emotional bias that the Legion1s f i r s t  national convention 

was held in Minneapolis in 1919. This In itia l convention 

actually set the pattern of Legion policy which was to be 

followed for a decade and more. Actions taken Include the 

acceptance of resolutions calling on Congress to "pass laws 

for the deportation of a ll first-paper aliens who have re

nounced their intention of becoming citizens, and to make 

i t  impossible for first-paper aliens who surrendered their 

papers to evade military service even to acquire citizen

ship," cut off a ll  immigration for five years and section 

one of the Fourteenth Amendment to be amended to the effect 

"that no child bom In the United States of foreign paren

tage shall be eligible to citizenship unless both parents
5

are elig ib le." Other actions taken by this convention 

called for the deportation of Victor L. Berger, Congress

man elected by the Socialist Party in Wisconsin, and the 

abrogation of the "gentlemen* s agreement" with Japan and

4. Irving T. Bush, "America S ti l l  Spells Opportunity" 
in The American Legion Weekly, May 6, 1921, pp. 3-4.

5* Outlook, Vol. 123, November 26, 1919, pp. 348-349.

6. "Suppressing a Traitor" in The American Legion 
Weekly, February 6, 1920, p. 10.
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| the exclusion of the Japanese from the United States on 

| the same principles as those adopted in the case of other 

j Orientals.

| The Immigration Act of 1924

j Congress passed the f i r s t  quota law in 1921. I t  was

| a temporary measure. But in i t  were the gems of the
j

! Immigration Act of 1924. For the ten years immediately
si
| preceding the World War, the stream of immigrants to Amer- 

‘ ica had increased to an average of more than 1,000,000 a
i j

7I year. During the war, Immigration was temporarily halted. 

In the view of the legion the United States was faced with 

a serious situation with 14,000,000 foreign-horn residents 

; within i t s  borders, many of whom could not speak English,
i

and one-half of whom had not been naturalized. Accordingly, 

the Legion asked Congress to suspend a ll immigration for a
Q

period of five years.

In the early part of 1921 reports of American consuls 

in  European countries indicated that that fiscal year 

would show the entry of almost 1,000,000 immigrants.^ The

^• Progress and Process of Naturalization. Hearings 
I Before the Committee on Immigration and Naturalization 67th 
1 Congress, F irs t  Session, Serial  10, October and November,
| 1921.
I 8. "One Million Aliens” in The American Legion Weekly,
; December 12, 1919, p. 12; Mrs. Percy V. Pennybacker,
:t,Making Citizens by the Rubber Stamp" in The American Legion 
i Weekly, June 17, 1921, pp. 6 and 19.

9. Hearings Before the Committee on Immigration and 
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jfisca l year of 1922 promised the entry of 2,000,000 more* 

Congress, therefore, as an emergency measure, and with 

Legion hacking, passed the three per cent act of May, 1921,
j i

: as the f i r s t  restric tive  immigration law in the United
I 10I States* In May, 1922, this act was extended by join t 

resolution for a term of two additional years. At that 

| time the Legion called on Congress to give the immigration
I
I situation careful study, with a view toward the enactment 

of a permanent restric tive  immigration law to replace the 

(temporary restric tive  legislation then in existence.

Congress in Its  investigations in 1923 and 1924 found 

;that 10,000,000 aliens were awaiting the opportunity to 

, come to the United States. After World War I nearly every 

country of Europe had the problem of war refugees. Many 

of these refugees were seeking a haven in the United States. 

Malnutrition and disease were very common. To allow these 

people to come to the United States en masse would be to 

impose a tremendous burden on the country. The Commiss

ioner General of Immigration and Naturalization of the 

United States made an extensive trip  to Europe and re

ported on the situation and prospects as to immigration.

His findings and the reports of United States Consuls in 

Europe an countries served to point up the European side

10. Congressional Record, 66th Congress, 3rd Session, 
Vol. 60, Part 3, (February 16, 1921), pp. 3464; 3936- 
3937.
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of the immigration problem to the United States Congress. 

Interested organizations and groups in the United States 

jpresented their views at the hearings of the Committee on
I
llmmigration and Naturalization. In the studies of this 

|committee, figures were given to show the number of aliens 

|in the United States in the hundred-year period, 1820- 

|l920. The average for the one-hundred year period was
i1
,6.3 immigrants per 1000 population. In the debates of 

|the House, Congressman Jacobstein was interested in show- 

;ing the advantages of immigration to the United States 

jwhen he stated, quoted as follows:

I Through the 60-year period from Lincoln to Harding,
ithis country has achieved an unprecedented material pro
gress in manufacturing, farming, mining, transportation, 
telephone, telegraph and radio. I t  passed victoriously 
through three wars, with the Nation more unified than 
ever. What justification  is there, then, for saying that 
we have too many foreigners

After much debate both House and Senate passed b ills

to lim it immigrants to the United States and a conference

committee was appointed to compromise the differences in
13the two b il ls . This act received the endorsement and

1 14approval of the Legion.

11. Congressional Record, 68th Congress, 1st Session, 
Vol. 65, part 6, (April 8, 1924), pp. 5858-5859; Abstract 
of 14th Census of the United States, (1920), p. 97.

12. Congressional Record, 68th Congress, 1st Session, 
Vol. 65, part 6, (April 8, 1924), p. 5858.

13. Congressional Record, 68th Congress, 1st Session, 
Vol. 65, part 9, (May 15, 1924), pp. 8568-8589; 8626- 
8652; 8 United Statutes at Large, 201.

14. Annual Reports, 1926, p. 105.
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The Act of 1921 limited the Immigration in any one 

|year to three per cent of the foreign-horn population in 

!|the United States in 1910, or to 357,803, and that from any
I
^particular country living in the country in 1910. Personsi'i
|who lived three years in any of the countries of North,

South or Central America were excluded from the quota.

The to ta l admissable in any year under the Act of 1921 

Ifrom southern and eastern Europe was 159,008, or 43 per 

iicent of the to tal quota immigration allowed by the act.

;ln 1920 the percentage of European immigration admitted 

ijfrom southern and eastern Europe was 64 per cent and in 

DL921, although one month was subject to the quota act of 

>L921, i t  was 78 per cent.

i The Act of 1924, like the Act of 1921, divided immi

grants into two classes, quota and non-quota. Immigration

!of persons born in Mexico, Canada, Central and South Amer

ica could come into the United States without lim it of 

humbers, subject only to individual examination as to health, 

sanity, pauperism, crimes, and anarchistic beliefs. All 

jother immigration is quota immigration. I t  fixed the lim it 

of quota immigration at two per cent of the foreign-born 

(from quota countries living in the United States in 1890. 

j When the Act to Limit the Immigration of Aliens of 

1924 was under consideration in Congress, the Legion offi-
'i
c ials sent a memorial to Congress favoring prohibition of



www.manaraa.com

77
j

Immigration for a period of five years.15 Congress was not

jwilling to go that fa r. VHhen the Act of 1924 was passed,

|the Legion claimed victory in excluding a ll aliens ineli-

jgible for citizenship and for cutting down from three per

jcent based on the 1910 census to two per cent based on the 
i  1 0

|1890 census. Although the Act to Limit the Immigration 

jof Aliens was not as stringent as the Legion desired, the

'organization endorsed i t  and upheld i ts  provisions for four
i

(reasons: that the people of the United States must be the
I
jjudge of the peoples coming in as immigrants; that the 

numbers coming to the United States must be on a quota 

jbasis; that i t  is a fa ir  basis and that the countries send

ing persons whom the Legion referred to as Slackers*1 would 

hot send additional immigrants.

The smuggling of aliens across borders of the United 

States became a concern of the Legion in the middle 1920* s.i5
At i t s  convention in St. Paul in 1924 the Legion called on 

Congress to establish a border patrol In order to stop the 

^'bootlegging" of aliens across the border. Such a patrol 

Was established in 1925 and in the same year the Legion 

reported that the "patrol prevented the entry of 14,711
i
Aliens, and in addition captured 4,641 aliens who had been

15. Congressional Record, Vol. 65, Part I ,  68th 
Congress, 1st Session, 1924, p. 580.

16. Annual Reports, 1924, p. 82.
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| smuggled into this c o u n t r y . T h e  Legion was aroused by

| the ’’illegal smuggling of aliens across our borders11 to the

| extent that i t  "is Jeopardizing the purpose of the immigra-

!| tion a c t .’1 The Legion was insistent that the immigration

;j act of 1924 "merits the approbation of the people of this

|i country and the loyal support of the American Legion.”

!j When there was agitation for liberalizing the quota laws,

!! the Legion asked Congress to retain and "if necessary,

i  strengthen the immigration act, and defeat any measure

which might tend to weaken the act in this respect," and

"further, "that the President and Congress take appropriate

I action to stop the pernicious smuggling of aliens and that

i necessary diplomatic pressure should be brought to bear up-

j on our neighboring governments to secure their cooperation
18in this regard."

The national origins quotas of the Immigration Act of 

1924 were to become effective on July 1, 1927 under the law 

i as originally passed. However, because of the difficulty  in 

determining these quotas with reasonable accuracy, their 

operation was postponed u n til July 1, 1928, and a subsequent

17. Annual Reports, 1926, p. 106.

18. Hearings Before the Committee on Immigration and 
Naturalization House of Representatives, 69th Congress,
F irs t Session, Earch 25, 26, April 15, 1926: Statements 
with Appendices and Supplemental Statements on H. R. 544,
H. R. 5774 (Proposed Deportation Act of 1926T7 Hearing 
No. 69. 1. 11, P* 175.
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postponement for the same reason set the effective date as 
19July 1* 1929. Just before the law went into effect in

1929, there was a la s t  minute attempt in Congress to change

j the law, but the Legion's legislative representative in

| Washington, Mr. Taylor, brought the fu ll force of the or-

| ganization against any change. Referring again to the

j 2,000,000 aliens who claimed exemption under the draft in

the f i r s t  World War as “slackers” and claiming that “we

are to be the judge of whether we shall allow people to

come here from foreign countries to make their home with

I, u s ,” Taylor asserted vigorously, “The issue can be brought

i squarely between patriotism and slack©rism. Shall slack-

| erism be represented in selecting our immigrants over 
! go
j patriotism?” During the debates in the Senate when the 

i Legion was attacked, the charge being made that this organ- 

i  ization supported immigration restrictions blindly, Senator

!j Reed of Pennsylvania defended the Legion position on immi-
i 21
j  gration restric tion .

j  Except for minor amendments to permit the reunion of\\ —•I
| members of alien families, the Immigration Act of 1924 

j went into effect July 1, 1929. Immigration on the quota

j 19. Annual Reports, 1928, p. 109; 1929, pp. 127.
<1

20. Congressional Record, 70th Congress, 1st Session,
j Vol. 70, part 4, 1928, pp. 3438-3439.

‘ 21. Congressional Record, 71st Congress, Vol. 71,
( part 3, 1929, pp. 2423-2427.
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basis became a settled  policy of the United States, Only 

when some emergency arose was there any demand for revision 

or repeal of provisions determining quotas for different 

countries. One such emergency was the Great Depression of 

the early 1930's. When there were several millions unem

ployed in the United States, demands for more restrictive 

legislation  on immigration became greater. The Legion 

was among those advocating restric ting  immigration and the 

deportation aliens as being necessary to protect American 

l i f e ,  "American institu tions, aims and ideals . 11 When 

Thomas Nixon Carver, Professor Emeritus of Harvard Univer

sity , made a statement as to the effect of immigration on 

unemployment in the United States, the Legion used i t  be

cause Legion views were expressed in i t .  Professor Carver 

was quoted as follows:

No form of economic planning can help much un til we 
stop importing poverty. We can 't employ our own people 
Tin t i l  we stop giving jobs to the unemployed whom other 
countries send us. Having been guilty of a ll these stu
p id ities , we now have the effrontery to pretend that we 
don't know why there are so many unemployed. ^

The Legion, more so than other pressure groups in the 

United States constantly evaluates the world situation in 

terms of the policies i t  pursues. Taking stock of the 

nervous tensions that were mounting in the world in 1936 

and a fte r, due to H itler's  rise in Germany, i t  was con-

22. Annual Reports, 1937, pp. 79-80.



www.manaraa.com

81
i j

j cerned about these tensions in the United States. Greater 

I activ ity , particularly of the Communists and German-Ameri-
ii

i  can Bundists, caused special concern. These activ ities
l
! influenced the Legion to call for closing immigration for

! ten years, for registration and fingerprinting of a ll
'!

j  aliens in the United States, for deporting a ll  destitute 

■ j  aliens, a ll illega l entrants and a ll alien-born members of 

societies advocating the overthrow of the government by 

I force and violence. 2 3

The German-American Bundists were particularly active 

and annoying in the United States in 1937-1938. There 

seemed to be no end to their embarassing actions. H itler 

and the Nazis regarded Germans everywhere as belonging to 

the Third Reich, and a great many of these Germans even 

though they had become citizens of the United States, were 

: prominent in the meetings where pictures of H itler, the 

. Nazi flag and boosting Nazi ideology played a big part in 

* ceremonies. Displaying pictures of Hitler and the Nazi 

flag , coupled with other ac tiv ities, were questionable 

performances within the jurisdiction of a friendly nation. 

The Legion took the lead in having these actions exposed 

and stopped. But when the German Embassy in Washington,

23. Congressional Record, 74th Congress, 2nd Session, 
Vol. 80, part 3, March 4, 1936, p. 3212; Annual Reports, 
1936, p. 224. Compare Arthur Deranisn (John Ray Carlson, 
pseudonym) Under Cover and The P lotters.
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on April 2, 1938, announced the registration of German 

citizens at German consulates throughout the country, the 

jLegion became alarmed. Vl/hether or not the Legion was aware 

| that T/ifoat i t  demanded was in violation of International 

jLaw, nevertheless i t  demanded that Congress take "appro- 

|priate action to procure for the records of the United 

|States Government copies of a ll such consulate registra- 

'tions of a ll (German) aliens now in the United S tates.” 

Congress was asked further to "take appropriate action 

|to have the names, addresses, fingerprint records and 

|occupations of a ll such aliens registered, placed In the 

!public registry  in their respective communities. " 2 4  Since 

iconsulates and their properties and records enjoy diploma

tic  immunity, no action was taken by Congress.

The Legion officials however did not stop with a demand 

|for a record of the consular registrations. In a le tte r  

from the Legion lobbyist, John Thomas Taylor, to Congress

man Martin Dies, he urged enactment of House Resolution 

2Q2 to investigate un-American activ ities in the United 

States, condemned and opposed "all alien organizations 

which in our country promote loyalty to some other govern

ment or system" and urged Congress to "investigate and make 

public i ts  findings on organizations in the United States

24. Annual Reports, 1939, pp. 293-294; The National 
Legionnaire, November, 1938, p. 2.
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which are m illtantly serving Germany, Ita ly , Russia, Spain 

or any other alien power or system." Congressional action 

was not to be limited to aliens. Taylor went further and 

urged "national legislation that will punish American c i t i 

zens who advocate the overthrow of our government by force, 

fraud, or violence, and deport a ll aliens who so advocate 

such overthrow."2^

Another issue showing the Legion*s position regarding 

aliens earning Into the United States was the Vi/agner-Rogers 

B ill to admit 20,000 refugee children from Germany. Appear

ing before a joint committee of the House and Senate, the 

Legion lobbyist, John Thomas Taylor again voiced Legion 

opposition. He objected to German refugee children being 

brought into the United States because "we had our own 

problem of children being cared for, because Chinese ch il

dren could be brought in also and because, i f  these German 

children could be brought in, when they grow up, they could 

bring in their parents and these parents then could bring in 

other children."2  ̂ He suggested instead that the German

25. Congressional Record, 75th Congress, 3rd Session,
Vol. 83, part 7, May 26, 1938, p. 7571.

26. Joint Hearings Before a Subcommittee on Immigration
United States Senate and a Subcommittee of Immigration and 
Naturalization House of Representatives, 76th Congress, 1st 
Session on S. J. Res. 64 and H .  J. Res. 168 (April 20, 21,
22 and 24, 1939), pp. 194-197.
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quota of immigrants be used in admitting the refugee ch il

dren. This suggestion was not followed by the committee.

Xt reported the b i l l  favorably and Taylor issued a call to 

the 58 departments and 11,580 posts of the Legion nto ra lly  

their fu ll strength immediately to defeat these measures11 

through members sending le tte rs , cards and telegrams to 

their Congressmen, for admission of these child refugees 

Mwould be the f i r s t  breach in American immigration re s tr ic 

tion and would tear down the whole structure of alien 

influx . " 2 7

When World War II began In 1939, the attitude of the 

Legion toward aliens, immigration and naturalization shifted 

from concern about aliens and immigrants on the American 

heritage to concern about their possible effect on, or 

threat to, the national defense and national security. 

Legislation tightening up the laws on sabotage, deportation, 

subversive activity  and more stringent penalties for those 

advocating disloyalty in the armed forces formed the bulk 

of the changes made. The Legion supported a ll this leg is la 

tion.

In order to boost the morale of the Chinese in World 

War I I  in their defense against the Japanese, action was 

started in 1943 to permit the Chinese to come into the

27. The National Legionnaire, May, 1939, pp. 1-2.
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|United States under the quota laws* When hearings were

j held, the Legion position was given by L. S. Hay, who had

taken the place of John Thomas Taylor while he was on active

duty in the war. Even though only 107 Chinese would be

eligible under the quota laws, Ray objected to the bars

being lowered to admit them on the ground that they "would

compete with American service personnel for jobs after the

war, and that other groups would be seeking admission under

the quota laws." He stated further that "naturalization and

immigration rights granted the Chinese . . . .  would be used

as an opening wedge toward following through with similar
**28rights for other groups." Nevertheless, Congress enacted

29the necessary legislation putting Chinese on a quota basis.

Looking to the end of the war the Legion in 1943 began 

passing resolutions dealing with different phases of immi

gration as well as other legislation limiting the action of 

aliens within the country. In these resolutions the Legion 

called for treaties to be amended to deport naturalized 

citizens whose citizenship was revoked due to subversive 

ac tiv ities , for alien enemies not to become citizens of the

28. Hearings Before the Committee on Immigration and 
Naturalization, 78th Congress, 1st Session, on H .  R. 1882 
and H. R. 2309, B ills to Re peal the Chinese Exclusion Acts, 
To Put the Chinese on a Quota Basis, and to Permit Their 
Naturalization, May 19, 20, 26, 27, and June 2 and 3,
1943, pp. 168-175.

29. Annual Reports, 1943, p. 230.
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United States, for prohibiting aliens from using radio 

broadcasts on behalf of or under auspices of any po litica l 

party, or for or against any candidate for public office, 

for navigation laws to be amended to prohibit any alien 

from owning or operating any vessel in the coasting and 

fishing trade of the United States, for the deportation 

of those aliens who refused to fight and forever forbid 

their re-entry or residence in the United States, for 

amending naturalization laws to provide that any aliens 

who had resided in the United States for a period of five 

years without filin g  an intention to apply for citizenship, 

to prevent their making application for citizenship and for 

legislation  to standardize and strengthen the educational
'ZLQ

requirements for naturalization. v At i ts  Chicago conven

tion in 1944 the Legion went on record as advocating that 

a ll immigrants be barred from the United States from the 

date of cessation of h o stilitie s  of the war until such time 

as unemployment in the United States shall be dropped to 

less than 1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 , a ll veterans shall have been afforded 

the opportunity of gainful employment, and that "all so- 

called members of imported foreign labor battalions, re

fugees, war prisoners and/or those who have been given 

temporary sanctuary, employment, or haven during the pre

sent state of war, shall have been returned to the lands

30. Congressional Record  ̂ 79th Congress, 1st Session, 
Vol. 91, part 11, Appendix* 1945, p. 1836.
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of their origin#H ow ever, the Legion did not favor nthe 

"barring of foreign-born wives, husbands and children of 

American members of the armed forces and of the war estab

lishment, who may prefer to reside in this country.

Another resolution called for the deportation of any 

Japanese, alien and American born, at the conclusion of 

the war i f  found by competent authority:

(a) to have given aid and comfort to any enemy of
the United States in time of war; (b) to have advocated 
or taught the overthrow by force or violence of the govern
ment of the United States; (c) knowingly and intentionally 
expressed by deed or word, either orally or in writing, 
loyalty to any foreign state.

The question of immigration from another enemy nation, 

namely, Germany, arose in 1945 when i t  was determined that 

27,000 Germans were entitled under the quota law to enter 

the United States. Congress passed a resolution to hold 

hearings on the disposition of these would-be German immi

grants. In these hearings the committee was trying to

resolve two problems that had arisen during the war due to

subversive activity by alien groups. These problems were 

as to whether there should be a statute of lim itation as 

to deportation incurred by reason of technical violations 

and whether there should be some discretion -under the so- 

called criminal cases which were mandatory. When Blliodor

31. Annual Reports, 1944, p. 258.

32. The National Legionnaire, October, 1943, p. 2; 
Annual Reports, 1944, p. 258.
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Libonati of the American Legion gave testimony before the 

Committee on Immigration and Naturalization he urged that 

the Himmigration laws be amended and treaties be concluded, 

to provide for immediate deportation of a ll naturalized 

citizens whose citizenship has been or may be revoked due 

to subversive activ ities*n As far as any cases of aliens 

serving in the m ilitary forces of World War I I ,  he recom

mended leniency and consideration of them and their immed-
3 3iate  families as regards deportation and naturalization*

Immediately after the end of the war Legion policy on 

immigration took a different emphasis from that of national 

security during the war. The general welfare became the 

basis for immigration and naturalization policies* James 

F. OfNell, former National Commander of the Legion, and 

then Vice Chairman of the National Americanism Commission 

of the Legion, stressed two main points in achieving what 

he considered the general welfare. In the f i r s t  place, 

the main objective of Legion policy was the welfare and 

rehabilitation of the veterans of both wars* The second 

point was patrio tic in that the Legion was convinced that 

most labor d ifficu lties  in the United States occurred

33. Hearings Before Subcommittee I_ of the Committee 
On Immigration and Naturalization, House of Representatives 
79th Congress, 1st Session, Pursuant to H* Res * 52, A 
Resolution Authorizing Study of Immigration and Naturali-  
zation Laws, Part 3, August 20, 21, and 22, 1945. pp. 250-
254; 272-273*
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"most often in areas where the foreign element was la rg es t.” 

To achieve these goals he suggested that "immigration 

should be made truly selective and confined to the present 

quota or such reduced quotas as may hereafter be estab

lished, and that only such persons shall be admitted from 

any country who may be found to be assimilable and well 

^disposed to the basic principles of our American form of 

government and way of l i f e . ”^  In the same vein, the Vice 

Commander of the Legion, Jeremiah J. Twomey, objected to 

admitting Fascists, Nazis or Communists for "those persons 

had been indoctrinated with theories of government that 

are fallacious according to our theories, and might be more 

of a threat to the well being of this country than even
» z c

those other excludable classes of persons.” In addition 

to keeping out certain classes of immigrants, the Legion 

went further and called for the barring of a ll quota 

immigration un til January 1, 1948 and opposed modification 

of the Nationality Act of 1940 unless "the standards were

34. Hearings Before the Committee on Immigration and 
Naturalization, House of Representatives, 79th Congress, 
2nd Session, on H. R. 3663, part 1, February 21, 27, 28, 
March 6 , 1946, pp. 4-7.

35. Ibid., pp. 7-17.
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to be raised upwards.”^*

Two developments in 1947 indicate Legion policy toward 

the question of immigration. The f i r s t  of these concerned 

the admission to the United States of 400,000 displaced 

persons from Europe. The second concerned the amending of 

the Nationality Act of 1940.

Xn the f i r s t  of these, Legion representatives, Messrs. 

Taylor, Twomey and Green, gave five reasons in their te s t i

mony before the committee why there was Legion objection 

to the admission of 400,000 displaced persons. These 

reasons were that their admission would not be In accord 

with controlled selective immigration which was for the 

best in terest of the United States; that there was a lack 

of housing for veterans and for the people of the United 

States generally; that immigrants would be in competition 

for jobs with veterans and other unemployed people in the 

United States; that these would-be immigrants were needed 

worse for the reconstruction of Europe, and that many of 

them have been indoctrinated with hatreds and prejudices

36* The National Legionnaire, October 20, 194-6, p. 2; 
Hearings Before the Committee on Immigration and Naturali
zation, House of Representatives, 79th Congress, 2nd 
Session, on H. R. 5665, A Bill to Amend the Immigration 
and Naturalization Laws to Deny Admission to the United 
States of Certain Aliens Who Have Served in the Armed 
Forces of Countries of War With the United States, Also 
Members of Certain Parties and Organizations, and To Deny 
Naturalization to Such Persons, and to Reduce Immigration 
Quotas, part 2, March 20, 27, May 8 , 1946, pp. 128-144.



www.manaraa.com

91

of the Communists, Fascists and Nazis and would not be 

j  assimilable nor would they be rac ia l, social, economic or 

p o litica l assets to the United States* These three repre-
j
j sentatives of the Legion stated further that " I t is not any 

desire to contribute to our national economy that motivates 

their desire to come here to America, but just that condi

tions are so bad at home they believe they would be better 

off anywhere else, and naturally most of them would choose 

America as the country of greater promise* We have enough 

surplus labor, radicalism, and other objectionable condi- 

1 tions which this proposed b ill  would only intensify and
>zn

make worse. 11

When the Displaced Persons B ill was before the House, 

Congressman Sabath of I llin o is  circulated a report to the 

effect that a ll  religious and veterans1 organizations had 

recommended favorable action on this b i l l .  The Legion 

lobbyist, John Thomas Taylor, in a le tte r  to Sabath denied 

this statement, asserting that the American Legion had 

never urged favorable action on any proposed legislation to 

relax immigration quotas or to assign any unused quotas for 

the use of displaced persons or anyone else. On the con- 

! trary, the American Legion . * . is not only unalterably

37. Hearings Before Subcommittee  on Immigration and 
Naturalization of the Committee on the Judiciary, House of 
Representatives, 1st Session, on H* R» 2910, Serial No. 11

! J u n e  1 3 *  £ 2. *  2 3 *  21>  J u l y  2 *  £ *  ± 3 *  1 2 £ 1 *

pp. 320-334.
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opposed to liberalizing immigration quotas but advocates 

further restric tions, including the barring of a ll immi

gration into the United States until such time as (1) unem

ployment shall be less than one million; (2 ) a ll veterans 

shall have been afforded the opportunity of gainful employ

ment; and (3) a ll members of imported foreign-labor batta l- 

lions, refugees, war prisoners, and those who have been 

given temporary sanctuary shall have been returned to the 

lands of their origin, -which should be accomplished without 

delay. 11 ̂

When hearings were held on H. R. 2286 for purposes of 

amending the Nationality Act of 1940, John Thomas Taylor 

gave testimony before the committee and stated Legion 

policy. He supported amendment of this Act to the extent 

of requiring "those seeking citizenship to be able to 

read as well as to speak the English language"; that 

they be obligated to bear arms in support and defense of 

the United States; that a uniform period of residence be 

established for a ll  types of candidates for naturalization 

and to add another clause "for cancelation of the natura

lization of anyone who may have been found, after natura-

38. Congressional Record, 80th Congress, 1st Session 
Vol. 9 3 , part 2 , p. 1487, 1947.
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lization  to have concealed ills time attitude These

|recommendations were repeated in 1948 by Harry V. Hay- 

iden, Jr. National Legislative Representative of the Amer- 

iican Legion, when he gave testimony before the Subcommittee 

on Immigration and N aturalization.^

Not only was the Legion interested in having the
i
Nationality Act of 1940 amended to tighten immigration 

restric tion s, i t  also demanded a s tr ic t  enforcement of
i
Article 75 of the Geneva Convention which calls "for the 

return of prisoners of war to their own countries*1 and 

that no exceptions be made by permitting them to remain 

in the United States or otherwise fac ilita ting  their re- 

admission.^

As a final indication of Legion policy and attitude 

toward immigration, the address of Paul G riffith , National 

Commander of the Legion, before the convention of the

39. Hearings Before Subcommittee on Immigration and 
Naturalization of the Committee of the Judiciary, House 
of Representatives, 80th Congress, 1st Session, on H. R. 
2286, A B ill to Amend the Nationality Act of 1940. June 
30, 1947, pp. 9-10.

40. Hearings Before Subcommittee on Immigration and 
Naturalization of the Committee on the Judiciary House of 
Re pre sent a t i  ve s , 80 th Congress, 2nd Session, on H. R.
5004, A B ill to Provide the Privilege of Becoming oT Natur- 
alized Citizen of the United States, April 19 and 21,
1948, Serial No. 18, pp. 71-76.

41. Congressional Record, 80th Congress, 1 st Session, 
Vol. 9 3 , part 5, 1947, pp. 6461-6463.
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! Daughters of the American Revolution on May 22, 1947 in 

! Washington, D. C., needs brief consideration. In this 

■ I  address he attacked immigration as a growing menace to
J
: the United States. He was b itte r  when he stated:

! Immigration in 1947 has rim amuck. I t  has became
; a lawless torrent that is undermining the very foundations 
| of our American way of life* I t  is  robbing the returned 
iveteran of his opportunities. I t  is building up a f if th  
column which may provide the margin for disaster in the 

I next war. 4 2

! At various times in the period 1919 to 1948, the

Legion called for banning of immigration for periods of
i
Ifive, ten and two years. None of these were adopted by
i

Congress. When complete banning of immigration was not 

adopted, the Legion accepted the quota system based on 

national origins. From time to time the Legion tried to 

get tighter restrictions enacted into laws regulating 

immigration and naturalization. The Legion*s policies 

have been partly accepted In these matters. The Immigra

tion Act of 1924, based on national origins, has become 

the policy of the United States in handling the immigra

tion problem. The Legion has favored immigration re s tr ic 

tions to bar aliens who were considered ”slackers” in that 

they would not bear arms In the defense of the United 

' States, to prevent aliens from adding to unemployment proh 

lems in the United States, to prevent subversive activ ity ,

42. Ibid., pp. 6462-6463.
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I to prevent aliens from being a threat to the national

: security, and to prevent aliens from competing with veter-

;j ans for jobs and for housing.
j
■I
'! Naturalization

I I t  was the activity of subversive groups in the United
!

| States, particularly the Communists and Ceman-American

jBundists, that influenced the Legion to make a serious
:j
examination and study of the whole naturalization process.

j

j Many of the active members of both these groups had become
»i
| American citizens. Yet, they were participating fully in

iac tiv ities that showed definitely that their loyalties 

were to foreign powers and not to the United States. The 

Legion had tried  to prevent this situation arising by 

banning immigration altogether for a number of years. But 

when the national origins principle was adopted as o ffic ia l 

government policy, the question became one of proper induc

tion into United States citizenship. Considering the fac t 

that naturalization is an ”extraordinary benefit that is  

conferred upon aliens11 certain conditions preceding natur

alization ought to be s tr ic tly  complied with by a ll appli

cants for citizenship. Perhaps the Legion's suggestion is 

impossible of attainment, but i ts  position was stated as 

follows:

The object in view ought to be the determination of 
the degree in which an applicant is  attached to the prin
ciples of the Constitution of the United States, possessed 
of an acquaintance with the working knowledge of the Declar-
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at Ion of Independence and the Constitution of the United 
States, as well as a true comprehension of the obligations 

| and responsibilities of citizenship arising from his taking 
| the oath of allegiance.43

Other requirements in the naturalization process should be 

the five years continuous and constructive residence in the 

(United States, making a solemn declaration of intention to!
become a citizen of the United States a uniform require- 

jment, ab ility  to read and speak the English language to be
ji
i|mandatory, “unequivocally” providing in the oath of alle- 

jglance administered to a ll naturalized citizens the duty 

I to bear arms in defense of the United States, and Congress 

|should repeal a ll special acts for classes of applicants
i
in  whose behalf i t  has made certain extraordinary exemp- 

44jtions. The Legion favored s tric te r naturalization pro- 

| cedures ”on the premise that citizenship by naturalization
‘iI
j is  the highest privilege we can bestow on aliens, and that 

| the naturalization procedure ought to be so fo rtified  that 

| those admitted to American citizenry will be citizens in
y | C

fac t as well as in name*”

The Macintosh-Bland Case. A Professor of Yale Univer

sity , Douglas Clyde Macintosh, and a nurse, Marie Averil

i 43. The National Legionnaire, November, 1938, p. 10.

j 4 4 . Congressional Record, 79th Congress, 1st Session
Vol. 91, part 11, Appendix, 1945, p. 1836.

! 45. Hearings Before Subcommittee on Immigration and
Naturalization of the Committee on the Judiciary, House of

j Representatives, 80th Congress, 1st Session on H. R. 2286,
' A Bill to Amend the Nationality Act of 1940, Serial No. 8 ,

"30, 1947), pp. 9-10. ' ~
I
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1 Bland, both citizens or Canada but residing in the United

I States, were denied citizenship by the Supreme Court of the

I United States, because they would not take an unqualified 

! oath to bear arms in defense of the United States. In i ts

; decision the Supreme Court said in part:

Naturalization is a privilege to be given, qualified,
; or withheld, as Congress may determine, and which the alien 
> may claim as a right only upon compliance with the terms 
j which Congress imposes • . . • I t  is not within the pro 
; vince of courts to make bargains with those who seek 
naturalization, but such applicants must accept the grant 

! and take the oath In accordance with the terms fixed by 
the naturalization law, or forego the privilege of c i t i 
zenship. 4 6

| Immediately after this decision the Griffin Bill was intro

duced in Congress to permit these Canadian citizens to 

become citizens of the United States and would permit 

j  them to decline to bear arms In the defense of the United
■i
States in the event the nation became involved in an unjust 

war from their viewpoints*
i

' i  The Legion became interested in this b ill  because i t

involved the naturalization process and the national de- 

,fense of the United States. Those supporting the b il l  

| based their arguments upon the high character and well- 

| known ab ilitie s  of Professor Macintosh and Miss Bland. The
i
! Legion opposed the b i l l  and In testimony against i t  pointed 

out that Professor Macintosh, because of his age, and MissI
i Bland, because of her sex would neither be liable to

46. 75 Law Edition. 1302-1316.
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II
l! m ilitary service in the event of war. Under these circum-i|
t. stances neither had feared the possible violation of the

| dictates of conscience through the assumption of citizen

ship--that they had, therefore, declined to assume the re-
!i■I
ij sponsibilities of citizenship because of others rather

I than upon their own accounts.^

! The Legion regarded the testimony of those favoring
!

| the Griffin B ill as showing the desire and determination 

to establish a principle which would allow foreigners,

; regardless of military age, to become citizens of the
: i
| United States upon a conditional basis under which they

(! would refuse to protect the United States and i ts  citizens 

i f  they deemed this course of action proper. When the 

House committee on Immigration and naturalization declined

1 to report the Griffin B ill to the House, the Legion*s lobby 

claimed i t s  opposition “was an influential factor in the
■ t

refusal** of the House Committee taking such action.^®

Deportations

Although there had been agitation to deport undesir- 

able aliens before World War I , i t  had never become so 

intense or on such a wide scale as during that war and

4 7 # Hearings Before the Committee on Immigration and 
Naturalization, House of Representatives, 72nd Congress, 
1st Session, on H. R. 297 and H. R. 298, Hearing No. 72.
1. 4, 1951, pp. 99-102.

48. Annual Reports, 1932, pp. 155-156.
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immediately thereafter* Daring World War I ,  spy stories, 

sabotage, labor troubles, explosions in munitions fac

to ries, and other d ifficu lties  made many people desire and 

j demand security from these outrages. But the great impetus 

| given to demands for deportations came when Communist plots 

j to overthrow the state and federal governments in the United

j  States were uncovered by the Justice Department in early
49January, 1920. The Legion spearheaded this drive in 

j  ridding the country of 60,000 undesirable aliens lis ted  in 

Department of Justice f ile s . Shortly after these raids,
!

! Soviet ships were loaded up with Communist aliens and 

' shipped back to Russia. In an editorial in The American
I
Legi on Weekly, the organization* s approval of deportation 

was expressed in these words;

The advance guard of the undesirables has sailed from 
Hew York bound for an unnamed Russian port. Preachers of 

; sedition, disciples of the venomous philosophy of Bolshe- 
| vism, they have been rounded up and sent, fare prepaid,
! to a land where common practice conforms to their u tte r

ances. They will be free hereafter to mingle with their 
own kind. They will be free to revel in the chaos and 
misery that are the Inevitable products of their own dis
ordered philosophy put into practice. They will not be 
fettered  by the processes of sane, orderly government, 
of equal rights and equal responsib ility .^

i! Several thousand of these alien Communists were de

ported and shortly thereafter the quota laws were enacted

49. Se e Appendix, P" • 406-409.

j 50. ,rThe Red Exodus Begins” In The American Legion
| Weekly. January 9, 1920, p. 12.
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j !  establishing an immigration policy for the United States.

I; The next great wave of demands for deportation of aliens
j i
! came in the Great Depression of 1929. Many aliens were

j

holding jobs in American businesses and industry while
i;
;! American citizens were swelling the ranks of the unem-
j
| ployed. As unemployment mounted and radical ideas were
i
j being expressed, the Legion interpreted the radical pro-
i
blem of the United States as a “le f t  over from the days 

when the country gorged on unrestricted immigration,” and 

j that immigration should be restricted 1!until our economic 

! conditions guarantee satisfactory employment for every one 

| now In the country.” During 1931, the Legion was amongst 

| those demanding the further restric tion  of the national
i
Origins quota, which had gone into effect on July 1, 1929. 

This demand for further restric tion  was for the purpose of 

i preventing the competition of immigrants with native labor 

In the United States. Since Congress would not meet u n til 

December of that year, President Hoover issued a proclama

tion to the effect that American consuls abroad take advan- 

■ tage of the immigration act of 1917 and refuse visas to a ll 

i immigrants likely  to become public charges in the United 

States. This cut down the immigrants from 1500 to 3000 

a month. A tightening up of the administration of depor-

51. Annual Reports, 1931, pp. 320-321.
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j tation laws in 1931 resulted in 18,142 aliens being de- 

■I ported as compared to deportations of 16,631 in 1930.^

The Legion reported with some satisfaction that by June 

30, 1932, 103,300 aliens ^departed from the United States 

while only 31,030 entered the United States, a situation 

unprecedented in United States h i s t o r y 11^  and in 1933, 

”23,068 aliens came to the United States while 80,081 

went out."54

The Legion opposed the Kerr-Coolidge B ill because i t  

would have granted discretionary powers to an interdepart

mental committee and would have provided i t  with apparent 

d ictatorial powers, i f  that committee had wanted to use

them, in preventing the deportation of ,falmost 3,000 so-
55called hardship cases.11 In giving testimony for the 

Legion, John Thomas Taylor advocated the deportation of 

a ll  alien-born persons who are members of any society, 

group, or organization that proposes to overthrow the 

government by force or violence, a ll destitute aliens and 

a ll aliens who have entered the United States illegally .

He presented figures showing that there were 7,000,000 

aliens in the United States, 3,000,000 of whom had entered 

illegally . He stated further that there were 1,000,000

52. Annual Reports, 1931, pp. 139-141.

53. Annual Reports, 1932, p. 182.

54. Annual Reports, 1933, p. 261.

55. Annual Reports, 1936, p. 72.
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!)
i j
!l Communists in the United States, He recommended that
l|
|j American industry hire only Americans and that “a ll aliens

C C.
;engaged in criminal activ ities should be deported.1* In
I
a le tte r  two years la te r to the House Committee on Un-I

American Activities he “urged national legislation  that

will punish American citizens who advocate the overthrow

of our government by force, fraud, or violence, and deport

a ll aliens who so advocate such overthrow.“

During World War II the Legion asked Congress to enact

legislation to deport aliens for resisting to figh t and

forever “forbid their re-entry or residence** in the United

States and for the government to “amend treaties to deport

naturalized citizens whose citizenship had been revoked due
58to subversive a c tiv itie s .” I f  any country refused to 

accept those people the United States ordered deported, 

that country1 s nationals were to be denied admittance to

56. Hearings Before the Committee on Immigration and 
Naturalizationj House of Representatives, 74th Congre3 3 , 
1st Session, on H. R. 7120, February, 1935; Congressional 
Record, 74th Congress, 2nd Session, Vol. 80, part 3, 
March 4, 1936, p. 3212.

57. Congressional Record, 7th Congress, 3rd Session 
Vol. 83, part 7, (May 6, 1938), p. 7571.

58. Congressional Record, 79th Congress, 1st Session, 
Vol. 91, part 11, Appendix, 1946, p. 1836.
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j l  the United S ta te s .^

When John Thomas Taylor and James OfNeil of the Legion 

1 in 1947 gave testimony on the Gossett B ill to amend the 

' immigration laws of the United States, they recommended
' jj
j leniency as to deportation of relatives of aliens who con- 

I tributed to the war effo rt of the United States in World 

War I I .  They recommended changes In the Gossett B ill 

:lis ted  as follows:

(1) Permit an alien to depart the United States to 
! any country of his choice at his own expense, in lieu  of 
j deportation, or (2 a) suspend deportation of such alien 
: I f  the Attorney General finds that such deportation would 
t resu lt in serious economic detriment to a citizen or 
legally resident alien who is a spouse, parent, or minor 

1 child of such deportable alien, or (2b) suspend deporta- 
: tion i f  the Attorney General finds that such alien has 
j made valuable contributions to the war effort and loyally 
! aided the United States between December 7, 1941, and 
I September 3, 1945.60

The Harry Bridges Case. In 1938 the Legion began its  

long fight to have Harry Bridges, west coast Communist

59. Hearings Before the Committee on Un-American 
A ctivities, House of Representatives, 80th Congress, 1st 

! Session, on H. R. 1884 and H. R. 2122, B ills to Curb or 
Outlaw the Communist Party in the United States, March 24, 
25* 26, 27, 28, 1947, pp. 20-24.

( 60. He arings Before Subcommittee on Immigration and
Naturalization of the Committee on the Judiciary, House of 
Representatives, 80th Congress, 1st. Session on H. R. 245,

1 H. R. 674, H. R. 1115 and H. R. 2953, B ills to Amend Sub
sections (cT and (d) of Section 19 of the Immigration Act 
of February 5, 1917, as Amended February 26 and March 19, 
194*0̂  (April 21, 25, 28, 29, and May 2, 1947) Serial No. 

i  ITPP. 41-47.
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labor leader, and other "aliens whose ac tiv ities as mem- 

Ibers of* organizations which preach the overthrow or the
61

j,American government by iorce and violence" to be deported.
;f
Jin a le tte r  to Senator Reynolds, John Thomas Taylor was

jcritica l or Secretary Perkins ror not calling certain
! 62 
^witnesses to rerute Bridges* denial or being a Communist.

(Later the Legion submitted records or Communist Party 

jmembership books to show that he was a member under dirrer- 

ent aliases. According to these records, "Harry Bridges 

iaade application f o r  citizenship in New Orleans, Louisi

ana, 1921, San Francisco, 1928, San Francisco, 1936, and 

lallowed them to lapse in a ll three c a s e s . i r  i t  could
i
be proved that Bridges was a Communist, he would be subject 

for deportation.

In the r i r s t  proceedings in 1939 Bridges raced depor

tation as an alien member or a group advocating the violent 

overthrow of government. The United States Supreme Court 

earlier had ruled that an alien, to be so expelled, must 

have been a member or the subversive organization at the 

time or his arrest. I t  was on this loophole—membership 

a t the time or arrest—that Bridges was cleared by James

61• The National Legionnaire, November, 1938, p. 10.

62. Congressional Record, 76th Congress, 3rd Session, 
Vol. 8 6 , part 9, 1940, p. 9987.

63. Congressional Record, 77th Congress, 1st Session, 
Vol. 87, part 2, Appendix, 1941, pp. 1221-1224.
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jM. Landis, Dean of Harvard Law School, who served as t r ia l

!examiner. Evidence on this point, Judge Landis found, was
I
|not sufficient. Secretary of Labor Perkins accepted the 

'Landis findings and dismissed the case.

| In 1940 Congress changed the law to provide for depor

tation of an alien who was a member of a subversive group 

:"at the time of entering the United States, or has been at 

any time thereafter." Meanwhile, also, the immigration 

service was shifted to the Department of Justice. The 

(FBI took over, and, on the basis of new information,

|Attorney General Robert H. Jackson (now a member of the 

(United States Supreme Court) ordered the Bridges case 

Ireopened.

i  A retired  judge of the New York Court of Appeals,

(Charles B. Sears, served as t r ia l  examiner. The public 

■ hearings in San Francisco ran for almost three months.
i
From the testimony offered, Judge Sears concluded that 

"Bridges* identification with the Communist Party and its  

policies formed a pattern which is  more consistent with
j

: the conclusion that the alien followed this course as an 

i a ffilia te  of the Communist Party, rather than as a matter 

of chance or coincidence."
!

Judge Sears found that the evidence warranted depor- 

! tation and submitted a proposed order. But the Board of

j Immigration Appeals, in January, 1942, reversed his find-
:!

I ings, holding that the Australian* s membership in the party
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jhad not "been established. The case went to Francis Biddle, 

I who had become Attorney General. Biddle overruled the 

'board and ordered Bridges deported. Finally, after a
|l
|series of appeals, the case reached the Supreme Court of

the United States, which found in a decision sp lit  five to
| 0  ̂
I three that Bridges had not been proved to be a Communist.

Bridges became a citizen of the United States in 1945. 

In May, 1949, he was indicted In San Francisco by the fed

eral government on two counts. He was charged with perjury 

in having denied he was a Communist when he obtained c i t 

izenship in 1945, and was made defendant In a su it for 

cancellation of his citizenship. After an 85-day tr ia l  

Bridges was found guilty of being a Communist and had lied 

when he denied i t  at his naturalization proceedings in 

1945. He was sentenced to five years in prison. I f  this 

decision is upheld by higher courts, Bridges1 citizenship 

would be lo st. Since the matter is thus s t i l l  sub judice, 

judgment on the outcome should be reserved. Should depor

tation be ordered, Australia may refuse to grant permission
65for Bridges to be returned to that country. Meanwhile 

Legion policy continues to be that undesirable aliens be

64. The Denver Post, June 1, 1949, p. 17.

65. "Ho Sir, He»s Your Baby" in Time, May 29, 1950, 
p. 17.
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deported*6^

Conclusions

In the period, 1919 to 1950, the Legion called for the 

banning of immigration to the United States for periods of 

five, ten and two years* None of these were adopted by 

| Congress* When Congress adopted the quota system based 

upon national origins the Legion accepted and approved

j  this method of dealing with immigration* The Legion has
Ii
: called for tighter restrictions regarding immigration, 

i naturalization and deportations. I t  has been partly suc- 

I cessful in getting Congress to adopt changes* The Legion 

| favors immigration restrictions to bar aliens who are con- 

| side red ”slackers” by that organization for not bearing 

| arms in the defense of the United States, to prevent 

| aliens from adding to unemployment problems in the United 

| States, to prevent undesirables from entering the United 

| States, to prevent Communists, Fascists and Nazis from 

entering the United States to engage in subversive activ-

i1 I ties, to prevent aliens from being a threat to the
(I.i
!national security, and to prevent aliens from entering 

j the United States and thus compete with veterans and other 

] unemployed for jobs and housing. The Legion has been

i j    -  -  -  —  —  —  -

:J 6 6 . Carey McWilliams, ” The Bridges Decision” in
! The Nation, April 15, 1950, pp. 542-343; New Republic, 
i April 17, 1950, p. 14; The American Legion Magazine, July,
! 1949, p* 54*
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instrumental in preventing naturalization by special acts 

of Congress, as in the Macintosh-Bland Case. The Legion 

has agitated for the deportation of undesirable aliens, 

and many of these have been deported. The Legion is con

tinuing i ts  battle  to have Harry Bridges deported. Actions 

regarding United States alien and immigration problems 

would not be limited to the domestic legislative and admin

is tra tiv e  processes. The Legion advocated the use of dip

lomatic pressure to impress upon Canada and Mexico the need 

for their assistance in preventing smuggling of aliens 

across the borders of the United States from those coun

tr ie s . Ho action was taken by the government of the United 

States in applying diplomatic pressure for this purpose.

The Legion called for the amending of treaties with other 

nations to ass is t in handling the problems with aliens, 

immigrants and deportees. No treaties have been amended 

for this purpose. Congress continues to handle the problem 

of immigration as a domestic issue and not as a matter to 

be negotiated with other nations through treaties.
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CHAPTER IV

THE LEGION BATTLE AGAINST COMMUNISM 

In Chapters II  and I I I ,  two of the three dangers to
i

the American heritage, as the Legion saw them, were con

sidered* The present chapter will he devoted to the third  

menace, namely, Communism and the Legion’s activ ities in 

opposition to Communism*

A large part of the propaganda of the American Legion 

has been directed against Communism. To the Legion the 

opposition to Communism belonged to both i ts  domestic and 

foreign policy. Communism was a domestic issue in that 

alien agents in the United States trying to undermine the 

American system required actions to prevent Communist 

.success in revolution* This involves deportations, immi

gration laws, exposing the Communist menace and outlawing 

the Communist Party. Communism was a foreign policy in 

that i t  involves diplomatic relations with Soviet Russia 

and her sa te llite  states.

Communism’s success in Russia in 1917 and in European 

countries after World War I  made the founders of the Legion, 

and many other people, fear i ts  spread into the United 

S tates.1 As a matter of fac t, the spread of Communism in

1. W. L. Whittlesey, "Where Do the Reds Come Prom?” 
'in the American Legion Weekly* January 50, 1920, pp. 12-
13, 33-34.
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Europe and the effect th is might have on the United States 

was one of the reasons for the Legion being organized in 

the f i r s t  place. D ifficulties arising in the A. E. P. and 

amongst the m ilitary forces already discharged and back in 

the United States were attributed to agitation by Communist 

agents. Even labor troubles during and after the war in 

the United States attributed mainly to Communist agitators. 

How the Legion regarded Communism and how i t  set about to 

counteract i t  are set forth here.

Legion Concept of the Communist Menace

Members of the Legion regarded their war service as 

defending the United States against an external enemy— 

Germany. A great deal of their time in peace, they feared, 

would have to be concerned with defending the United States 

against internal enemies—the aliens and their imported 

” isms11--the chief of which was Communism.

One of the ea rlie s t statements on Communism made by a 

Legion o ffic ia l was that of Eric Fisher Wood, temporary 

chairman of the Paris caucus, March 15, to 17th, 1919, at 

which meetings the Legion was formed. His statement had 

foreboding in i t  when he said:

We believe that during the next twenty or th irty  years, 
which promise to be f i l le d  with world-wide social and econ
omic displacements, the American Legion will be the great
est bulwark against Bolshevism and anarchy in our native
country. . . .

The Legion is unalterably opposed to a ll  those 
irresponsible, sh iftless, and cowardly gio ups of man, who
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seek by indirect anarchistic action to overthrow the 
government based upon the Constitution, in order to seize 
by violent methods what they have been too lazy, top 
| stupid, or too incompetent to obtain by fa ir  means.^
i
! As i t  has turned out, not only was the Legion aware

| of the techniques of the Communists in overthrowing govern

ments, i t  was equally a le rt to the analysis of other items 

|in the Communists1 repertoire, and i t  saw a ll these activ

i t i e s  as adding up to the destruction of the American way 

of life  i f  Communism were allowed to spread unchecked*

| The Legion* s educational campaign against Communist

!techniques, from the beginning, was not s ta tic . Indeed,

| i t  developed and changed to meet the constantly evolving 

methods of this subversive and opportunistic group. Views 

given at any particular time reflec t the estimate or 

jappraisal of any action taken by alleged Communist agents 

and agitators* So i t  was in 1922 when the National Canxman- 

jder, Alvin M. Owsley, spoke over the radio in Chicago, he 

saw the aliens in the United States as forcing foreign 

ideas upon Americans and as disturbers of i!American peace 

land industry11 and i t  would be necessary to provide suffi- 

cient "Soviet arks" to return them to Europe. In 1924, 

Communism was seen as undermining the patriotism, devotion

I 2. "The American Legion" In Forum, Vol. 62, August,
|l919, pp. 219-222.
i

I 3. Literary Digest, Vol. 75, November 18, 1922,
!pp. 51-52.
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j and belief in  the United States, and the s p ir it  that had 

jmade the nation progress and led i t  to victory in a ll  i ts  

wars. I t  was particularly the attempt to undermine any 

| national defense preparations that was seen as having Its  

: aim to make of the United States "a nation of weaklings 

; and slackers, which Is part of a great international scheme 

to allow anarchy and Communism to domineer the world.

In 1927 the Communists and Reds were seen as moving 

| with na desire to blast away the fru its  of labor, to ilI

, and sacrifices of the generations which have gone before. 

Upon the wreckage and ruin, they would attempt to create
i
a. Fairyland or Utopia,** in the view of the Americanism

c
Commission of the Legion.

In 1930 another statement which may be prophetic was 

given by the Americanism Commission to the national con

vention in which they stated:

In the opinion of your committee, the history of the 
next half century will be given over to the conflict 
between the po litica l and social philosophies represented 
on the one hand by that movement known as ^Communism11 
and on the other hand by the stabilized institutions of 
politics and society as represented by the constitutional 
governments of the world.

The National Americanism Commission urged co-operation and 

friendship *'be tween those nations which share a history of

4. Annual Reports, 1924, p. 62.

5. Annual Reports, 1927, p. 42*
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| benefits bestowed by constitutional government • • • 

commensurate with, national sovereignty and national safety**
i
i 6j as the best bulwark against the rising tide of Communism.

|No plan of implementation was suggested by the Legion.

The Communists were seen by the Legion as disavowing
i
i the purpose of accomplishing their ends by parliamentary 

or constitutional methods. The Communists1 plan was to 

collect into their organization enough fanatical, desperate
I
men and women to strike at key industries and to inaugurate 

a reign of terrorism to bring about an armed uprising, 

iThey were seen as working through American children, p ri

marily, because the older people of the United States were
7not so easily led to new and false doctrines. At a time 

when most people ignored or were more interested in other 

things, the Legion was studying and trying to evaluate this 

alien ideology to determine effective ways of counteracting 

i t ,  i f  possible.

In May, 1930, the Select Committee of the House of 

Representatives under the chairmanship of Congressman 

Hamilton Fish of New York was appointed to Investigate 

Communist propaganda in the United States*^ The Committee

6. Annual Reports, 1930, p. 273.

• Annual Reports, 1931, pp. 318-319.

8. Hearings Before a Special Committee to Investigate 
Communist Activities in the United States of the House of 
Representatives, 71st Congress., 2nd Session Pursuant to H. 
Res. 220, par tT 1, V. No. 1, June 9 and 15, 1930, p. 111.
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made i t s  report to the House on January 17, 1931, and the 

Legion gave wide publicity to some of the findings of this 

committee* At that time the committee estimated that there 

were between 500,000 and 600,000 Communists in the United 

j States, 70 per cent of them aliens, 25 per cent naturalized 

jaliens and five per cent native born citizens.

| The Fish Committee report gave a summarized statement
I
of the techniques and objectives of Communism. The Legion 

studied this report and used i t  as a basis for determining
i
jits own counter measures against this menace. The quota-
i
jtion most often used in Legion publications defining Com- 

inunism runs as follows:

! A world-wide po litical organization whose program is:
1(1) Hatred of God and a ll forms of religion; (2) destruc
tion  of private property and inheritance; (3) absolute 
I social and racial equality; promotion of class hatred;
(4) revolutionary propaganda through the Communist In ter- 
jnational stirring  up Communist activ ities in foreign 
countries in order to cause strikes, rio ts , sabotage, 
'bloodshed and c iv il war; (5) destruction of a ll forms of 

representative governments, including c iv il liberties such 
ks freedom of speech, of the press, of assembly, and tr ia l  
(by jury; (6) the ultimate and final objective is by means 
jof world revolution to establish the dictatorship of the 
so-called proletariat into one world union of Soviet 
S ocialist Republics with the capital at Moscow.
' j  Communism has also been defined as an organized 
J e f f ort to overthrow organized governments which operate 
'contrary to the Communist plan now in effect in Russia, 
jut aims at the socialization of government, private 
property, industry, labor, the home, education and r e l i 
gion. I ts  objectives are the abolition of other govern
ments, private ownership of property, inheritance,
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religion and family relations.^

Throughout most of* the 1930* s the Legion interpreted 

the attacks made on i ts  national defense program as being 

inspired and carried on by the Communists and l,radical 

p a c ifis ts .11 ̂  To the Legion, Communists and pacifists 

made strange bed fellows in this program. In the in terest
j |
j of world peace and government economy, these two groups

: i
i|were demanding that the army and navy be reduced and that 

appropriations be discontinued for the national Guard and 

for a ll reserve training. These two groups were using the 

schools, universities and churches to advocate this program 

of sabotaging national defense. The Legion pointed out 

the inconsistency in advocating the abolition of a ll nat

ional defense for the United States when Russia maintained 

a standing army of 600,000 and a reserve force of approxi

mately 5,000,000—the greatest national defense system in 

the world. To the Legion this surely had a deeper signi

ficance. I t  was to Sovietize the United States of America

9. Report No. 2290, 71st Congress, 3rd Session, 
January 17, 1931, p. 4; Annual Reports, 1931, p. 101; 
q?he National Legionnaire, Vol. 1, No. 1, January, 1935,
pp. 1-2.

10. Congressional Record, 73rd Congress, 2nd Session,
Vol. 78, part 5, (March 20, 1934), p. 4936.
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and to set up In i t  a form of government like that of 

Russia*11

The reason for this Communist attack on the Army and 

| Navy was very simple, the Legion concluded. In a ll history 

! these m ilitary forces have always been loyal to the govern- 

J  ment to which they owed allegiance, whether or not that 

I allegiance was to a king, an emperor, a dictator or to a 

j representative republican form of government, such as that
i
' of the United States* Every officer and man is sworn to 

i uphold the government. The Communists "and a ll their aids

i and sympathizers" knew that in the end that they could not
!
finally  destroy the government until they destroyed the 

Army and Navy—the government's right arms.1^
'i
:j I f  the United States could be kept weak m ilitarily ,
■I

I according to the Legion's analysis of the Communist Menace,

I then at the opportune time the Moscow Communists would
li
Ij "spread their doctrines by force of arms*"1  ̂ One more 

j comment as to what the menace of Communism meant was given 

l! by Brigadier-General John Ross Delafield, former chairmanI
j of the Legion's National Defense Committee, vifoen, speaking
f .

.! 11. Annual Reports, 1932, p. 58; The National Legion
naire, March, 1935, p* 2; April, 1935, p* 2*

12* Annual Reports, 1934, p. 334.
3-3* The National Legionnaire, March, 1935, p. 2.
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before a patrio tic ra lly  in New York City on July 4, 1931, 

assured the gathering that "Soviet Russia would attack

| when i ts  five-year-plan was achieved*
i
! S ti l l  in the 1930* s the Communists were not only con-

! sidered as being a menace through their propaganda and

;through their sabotage of the national defense program, but
|
!also through their in filtra tio n  tactics, "the agents of 

Moscow had invaded our public rostrums, our factories, our 

: schools and colleges, our press and our churches* They 

know neither God nor liberty . They have but one doctrine —
i
j the doctrine of bloody revolution and the enslavement of 

'free America under the crushing yoke of Moscow1s domina- 

jtion*” This was National Commander Belgrano^ view in 

castigating the Communists in a national radio broadcast 

!in April, 1935.15

* In their 1935 annual report, the Americanism Commiss

ion stated that the Communist enemy did not come into the 

i  gates of the United States bearing guns and bullets, "but 

|un-American theories and alien 'isms1." These spies of 

|Communism, according to the Legion, were working night and 

;day to teach the people, the workers and the children of

I 14* Scribner1 s Magazine, Vol* 90, August, 1931, p. 175.

IS* The National Legionnaire, April, 1935, p. 6.
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the United States to destroy themselves.16 And The National

|le g ionnaire stated that the purposes of the Communists were

j,!to undermine, sap, overthrow or otherwise destroy the prin- 
i! 17j ciples of American Government." in contrast to a ll that
||
j the Communists stood for and did, National Commander Chad- 

|wick, speaking in Fanuel Hall, Boston, July 4, 1939, stated 

j that 11 the Declaration of Independence was incompatible with 

• the Marxian philosophy for this great document recognizes 

the right of no class to arrogate to i t s e l f  power and dom- 

; ination over other classes or over individuals. I t  recog

nizes the right of no man to arrogate to himself dictator- 

| ia l  powers. Communism is incompatible with the American

ideal which declares that a ll men are created equal and
18|endowed by their Creator with inalienable rights.**

! Examining the labor situation and economic recovery

j in  1936, the Americanism Commission declared that the 

Communist menace was not a future plague to be visited 

upon the United States. Communism and Communists had 

already caused the loss of life  in the United States. They 

had organized to grasp every opportunity to use force to
i
j
destroy property. They had even “constituted a serious

nl9check to the economic recovery of our country.

16. Annual Reports, 1955, pp. 55-56.

17. The National Legionnaire, October, 1935, pp. 1, 8.

18. The National Legionnaire, July, 1939, p. 1.

Annual Reports, 1956, pp. 73-74.
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Even when the Legion in i ts  Milwaukee convention in 

! 1941 voted to support the Roosevelt administration in
i
; sending Lend-Lease aid to Russia i t  declared this would 

not interfere with the continued recognition of the domestic 

dangers of Communism, and that i t  would continue to oppose 

l i t s  slave philosophy# “There would be no “going to bed with 

the Communist po litica l doctrine or socialistic  economy 

here at home.*1̂

| Hie United States became involved in the war and the
i
I energies and attention of everyone was engaged in winning

j  the war. Russia was the ally  of the United States against
.(I
| the common enemy. But the Legion did not le t  down its  

j defenses against Communism. Even the dissolution of the 

| Comintern in 1943 was not convincing to the Legion of anyi
j  good intentions of the Russians. While recognizing that

| th is dissolution could mean much or l i t t l e ,  i t  would, never-
21; the less, ca ll for “continued watchfulness.11

i

! As soon as the war was over, however, Russian actions
I
Imore definitely than ever pointed to the accuracy of previous 

! Legion suspicions as to the Soviet* s ultimate intentions on 

! the international scene as well as in the domestic affairs 

* of the United States.
i

i  By the middle of 1946—less than a year after the war
i

20. Annual Reports, 1942, p. 22.

21. Annual Reports, 1944, pp. 108-112.
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I ended--Legion leaders made more definite statements as to 

what were the Communist1 s aims and intentions. Speaking 

before the Legion convention for the state of Maine, the
, i

| National Commander, John Stelle, charged that the Commun-
I
is ts  were swarming throughout industrial areas of the Uni-

!
i ted States “seeking to fan lab or-management controversies
i
into flames of consuming Communism." Not only were they

interfering in the economic and industrial affairs of this

country. They were also entering the po litical arena when

they were "trying to en lis t a ll Americans to whom a policy

I of isolation appeals." And he continued in this manner:

There is  another war in which no peace was signed on 
iV-E and V-J days. I t  is the war against our internal 
foes—the enemies boring from within • . . . I t  is  a war 
of *ismsf . False philosophies are i ts  (Communism1 s) 
atomic bomb . . . .  Objectives are the destruction of 
| national unity and national harmony and thus to paralyze 
common defense.^
i

Upon examining this statement one recognizes a ll the 

old charges as to the Communist menace—in filtra tio n  by 

Communist agents, labor-management agitation by these
i
agents, ideological warfare and interference with the 

national defense efforts and national unity. One new 

danger from the Communist menace is added. In regard to 

participation by the United States in world affairs, the 

'Communist line was for the United States to return to a

22. The Chicago Daily News, June 22, 1946, p. 4.
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i

■ policy of isolation. All these form the chief dangers of
|i
!Communism as the Legion saw them. And as far as the Legion 

Is concerned, John Thomas Taylor in offering testimony 

'before the Committee on Un-American A ctivities, stated that 

j i t  "is a grapple to the fin ish  so far as Communism in this 

country is  concerned." He stated further that “the chief 

imports a fte r 1919 were Communism, Nazism and Fascism
j

while we homebrewed the Ku Klux Klan, technocracy, Town- 

jsendism and Coughlinism; Communism alone Is alive after a 

jquarter-century—alive, v ir ile , and probably growing. I t  

had the nourishment of the Communist triumph in Russia a
i
j certain amount of financial support from that country, and
i
|an endless propaganda support." He reviewed Communist 

1 ac tiv ities and tactics as they affected the United States. 

The beginning of the introduction of Communism in the 

United States occurred with the I .  W. W. trouble at Cen- 

tra lia , Washington, in 1919. This compared with the 

slipping of Lenin and Trotsky into Russia during World War 

I so as to free the men fighting on the Russian front. The 

Communists interfered with the Dies Committee and even

■ threatened the l ife  of Congressman Martin Dies. The

j Russians in World War XX had their agents in every allied 

army and Stalin is the Ghengis Khan of the twentieth cen- 

< tury. And finally , he stated that there is  no way of 

, separating Communism from Russia and Russia from Communism.
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He saw Russia as a threat to the unity, strength and secur 

ity  of the United States, yet i t  has "taken the people of 

the United States 30 years to realize this danger of Com

munism*”2^

Direct Action
i
I To the men of the Legion, accustomed and hardened to

|hate for the Boche and tempered on the fie ld  of battle ,
j
d irect action against the fomenters of domestic distur

bances was tame in comparison* There were two chief 

methods of d irect action: strike-breaking and in terfer

ence with Communist meetings*

During the f i r s t  years of i ts  existence Legion posts 

jand individual Legionnaires were active in dozens of big 

[strikes, national and local* During the national coal 

| strike in 1919 some Legion posts openly furnished s trike-
is
jjbreakers. In New Jersey number of strike-breakers in the 

iJSwitchmen1 s strike was chartered as a Legion post.24 I t

jj 23* Hearings Before the Committee on Un-American
lActivities, House of Representatives, 80th Congress, 1st 
[Session, on H* R* 1884 and H. R* 2122, B ills to Curb or 
'Outlaw the Communis t  Party of the United States, March 
|24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 1947. pp. 3-20.

| 24. Walter Wilson, “Labor Fights the American Legion"
In The American Mercury, Vol. 34, January, 1935, p* 5*
h
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| must be noted, however, that these were never policies
i
: enunciated by either the national convention nor the 

| National Executive Committee. And when the National
i tI!
j organization had considered these actions taken by local

j !

| posts and Individual members of the Legion, direct action 

was repudiated by the national organization.26

One publication, The Nation, always c ritica l of the 

:Legion and i ts  policies, described the changes in this 

| regard in the following manner;

I Present tendencies in the American Legion appear to
be away from violence and Intimidation . . . . Bu t  the 

! change is  one of practice, not principle—of manners, not 
morals* The Legion Is s t i l l  imbued with the sp ir it  of 

1 repression and co-ercion, of prejudice and unreason, which 
| the war nourished; but i t  has had to heed the cry of 
"back to Normal!" which the rest of the community Is 

I raising, and Is beginning to clothe * . * i ts  purposes in 
peace-time garments* "Back to Normal!" means back to a 
public sentiment which will tolerate almost anything but 
the "roughneck"; . . .  The Legion is  seeking to mold public 

i policies and obtain laws, where a year ago i t  would have 
resorted to d irect action.26

, Another type of d irect action was the effort to keep

j school buildings or other public buildings from being used

by Communists or other subversive groups "for the propaga-
27

; tion of subversive doctrines." This raises the question 

of the basic freedoms of the F irs t Amendment to the

25. A n n u a l  Reports, 1939, pp. 88-89.

26. The Nation, Vol. 113, July 13, 1921, pp. 35-36.

27. The National Legionnaire, October, 1935, pp. 1, 9.



www.manaraa.com

124
|

! Constitution, assembly and speech. The Legion*s answer 

, to this is that the Communists are masquerading as a 

| p o litica l party but are really agents of the Soviet govem- 

iment. And besides, their program of inciting violence is 

not safeguarded under the Constitution.2®

Very early the Legion recognized the weakness of the

| negative approach to counteracting Communism and advised
i
j against i t s  use. The Legion was aware of the plan of
i
making martyrs out of Communist speakers, thus gaining 

audiences, sympathy and support. When the Communists 

arranged speaking engagements, they were careful to place
j

the programs in the hands of every patriotic group in the 

; town where they were to speak, hoping that an attempt would
i
be made to stop them from speaking. This would bring out

I
the crowd to delight the Communists. I t  was suggested by 

the Legion that the wiser course to dissipate the false 

! doctrines the Communists preach required promoting the 

Legion* s own program of education rather than arouse 

1 greater in terest in Communistic teachings "by openly 

combating them.” "Building a solid foundation of Ameri

canism in our youth and adults was a better way of com- 

I bating subversive movements.”29

28. The National Legionnaire, October, 1941, p. 13.

29. Annual Reports, 1931, pp. 318-319; 1932, p. 52.
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But if  the situation ever arose where there would be 

a Communist uprising in the United States what would the

jLegion do? To the f i r s t  National Commander, Franklin
jj
p ’Olier, has been attributed the statement that the Legion

; i

was the "best insurance policy a country ever had." Alvin 

'Owsley, National Commander in 1924, stated that, "If ever 

-needed, the American Legion stands ready to protect the

[country* s institu tions and ideals as the Fascists dealt
i
with the obstructionists who menaced Italy ." In 1934, the 

(National Commander, Edward A. Hayes, stated that the Legion 

istood ready "to step in and intervene in case of revolution.
i|
|And fina lly , Louis Johnson, past National Commander, Assis

tan t Secretary of War, and now Secretary of National De

fense, while speaking over the radio in 1939, the Legion1 s 

20th anniversary, gave his views on domestic disturbances 

caused by Communists or other subversive groups when he
i
|said: "While apostles of reactionary philosophies make 

'every effort to smuggle into American life  the false fo r

eign gods of Communism, Fascism and Nazism, the solid
j  » Z A

phalanx of the American Legion stands on guard."

| The Legion1s attitude toward defending the United

■States and i ts  institu tions against foreign 1 isms* may be

! 3 0 . Walter Wilson, "Labor Fights the American Legion"
iin The American Mercury, Vol. 34, January, 1935, pp. 1-11;
| "20th Birthday Finds Legion Bulwark of Fight on ^sms1" 
jin Newsweek, Vol. 13, March 20, 1939, pp. 13-14.
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summed up in this manner: the man who dares not expose his 

l ife  in defense of his children, his property and the 

common safety has lo s t in society the f i r s t  and most active 

e ne rgie s of na ture . ̂

Recognition of Russia 

In 1917 when the Germans defeated the Russians, the 

czarist government of Russia f e l l  and was succeeded by the 

erensky government* This new government of Russia was 

recognized by the United States government, but when the 

Kerensky government was overthrown and succeeded by the 

ICommunist government under Lenin, recognition by the United

IStates was not granted.
!
j  There were both friends and enemies in the United

IStates of such recognition* In 1922 the Legion took i ts  

f i r s t  o ffic ia l action on the question when i t  opposed recog

n ition  of the Communist government of Russia* The Legion 

did not deviate from this policy of non-recognition of 

(Soviet Russia down to 1933 when the Roosevelt administra

tion granted recognition. In this 11-year period the

Legion re-affirmed the 1922 resolution, but in 1924 there
!

were more complete reasons given for non-recognition than 

just being opposed to Communism generally. When i t  had

31. Annual Reports, 1936, pp. 73-74.

i
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examined Soviet propaganda, the methods i t  employed and 

iform of government set up, the situation demanded "that 

the Legion re-affirm i t s  stand not only in denunciation 

of Soviet Russia, hut of any recognition on the part of 

the United States of such a government.11 ̂  

j For the next two years after recognition of Soviet 

|Russia in 1933 the Legion ignored the question. But when 

Earl Browder, head of the Communist Party in the United
I
'S tates, and other American Communists reported their activ

it ie s  to the Seventh World Congress of the Communist Party 

meeting in Moscow in 1935, the Legion re-examined the whole 

question of American relations with Russia. Earl Browder 

Iwas quoted as saying to a closed executive meeting in 

Moscow:
i

The present situation in the United States is the 
i race between Fascism and Communism for leadership of the 
masses. Our task is to rally  the disillusioned masses 
into an an ti-fasc is t organization and an ti-cap ita list 
po litica l movement with the development of a workers1 
and farmers* labor party as the g o a l . 33

When this statement was published in the United States,

Legion o fficials looked up the le tte r  from Maxim Litvinoff,

Peoples* Commissar for Foreign Affairs, USSR, to the United
i

' States government. In this le tte r  certain promises were
i
made as to Communist Party member behavior in the United

32. Annual Reports, 1924, p. 83; 1925, part I I ,  p. 13.

33. The National Legi onnaire, February, 1936, p. 11.
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States should recognition be granted. Four promises as to 

future Communist ac tiv ities  in the United States were made. 

To the Legion officials i t  was very clear that these prom

ises had been violated. The four pledges in the le t te r  

were quoted as follows:

The Communist Party was to (1) refrain from in te r
fering in any manner in the internal affairs of the United 
States, i ts  te rrito rie s  or possessions; (2) to refrain 
from any act liable in any way whatsoever to injure the 
tranquility  or security of the United States and p arti
cularly from any act tending to incite or encourage any 
agitation or propaganda having as an aim the bringing 
about by force of a change in the political or social 
order of the United States; (3) not to permit the forma
tion or residence on i ts  territory  of any organization or
group having such aims against the United States and
(4) not to permit on i t s  territo ry  any group having as

|i ts  aim the overthrow of the po litical or social order in
the United S tates.3^

To the Legion the Russian government had violated 

|these pledges, and i t  was solely on these promises that 

[United States recognition of Soviet Russia was accorded 

iin 1933. The Communist Party in the United States, i t  was
i !

clear, was a member of the Third International and owed
! j

allegiance directly to that body, and the Third In ter

national was definitely a v ita l and integrated part of the 

'soviet government. Now, in view of the Soviets violating 

I their pledges to the United States, as i t  had done with 

[every nation according i t  recognition, the Legion called 

ion the government of the United States for "immediate

3 4 . Congressional Record, 74th Congress, 1st Session, 
Vol. 79, part 11, p. 11947; The National Legionnaire, 
February, 1936, p. 11.
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j rescission of recognition of the USSR by the United 

IStates."35

Another action taken by the Legion was to persuade

Congressman George H. Tinkham of Massachusetts to in tro
ll
|duce a concurrent resolution calling for rescinding Ameri

can recognition of Soviet Russia* Secret hearings were 

started before the House Committee on Foreign Affairs.

When objections were raised because the hearings were not

(made public, nothing further came of the reso lu tion .^
:|

| In succeeding years in the annual conventions of the
i
ijLegion, the resolution to rescind recognition of Russia 

!was re-affirmed. In 1939, when Russia attacked Finland, 

jthe Legion fu lly  expected the United States to break off

diplomatic relations with Russia. Such action would have
|
been in line with Legion policy “which opposed recognition 

bf Russia, and has never reversed i ts  stand.”3^

| No further actions were taken by the Legion on the

question of rescinding recognition of Russia.

The Propaganda Battle 

In view of the strong emphasis placed on propaganda

35. The National Legionnaire, February, 1936, p. 12.

36. Congressional Record, 74th Congress, 1st Session, 
|Vol. 79, part 2, (February 5, 1935), pp. 1487-1491; Annual 
Reports, 1936, p. 210.

37 • ^ke National Legionnaire, December, 1939, p. 8.
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toy governments in recent years, i t  is a matter of foreign 

and domestic concern as to what any nation may do in self- 

defense or even to strike back with i ts  own propaganda. 

Russia especially, has spared no nation In i ts  propaganda 

effo rts . Not un til after World War XI has the United 

States set up an o ffic ia l agency, except in war emergen

cies, to counteract foreign propaganda, but also to give 

to the world i t s  story. Except for noting that the Legion 

j fu lly  supported the Voice of America, the State Depart-
j «2Q
I ment1 s program of propaganda, this w ill be concerned
i
ij with the Legion’s defense of the American system and its  

j |  attack on the Communist system.

! I f  the public statements, resolutions and artic les In

! Legion publications and newspapers are examined, a general 

i pattern of Legion propaganda can be discerned and formula-
i
J

j ted into about eight assumptions and propositions. These 

can be stated briefly as follows:
[I

j 1. That the po litica l system of the United States is

I superior to that of the Soviet dictatorship or any die ta

i l  torship;

| 2. That the free enterprise system of the United States

| is  superior to the slave system of Soviet Russia;

3. That the people of the United States must be
If
I aroused to see and appreciate the advantages of their 

I po litical and economic systems;

\ 4. That much of the labor trouble of the United
i
i  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

I 38* Chicago Sun, May 9, 1947; The Denver Post,
j July 8, 1947, p. 5.
i
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IStates is inspired mainly by the Communists;
ii
| 5. That the Communist Party in the United States is

jnot a party in the true sense, but an agency of Moscow;
i
I 6. That the national defense program of the Legion

| for the United States Is a peace program and not designed 

ifor attack or to carry on aggressive war against any nation

7. That Soviet Russia is  the new enemy of human free- 

I dom and

8# That Russia will eventually atack the United States 

I f  the f i r s t  two of these, that the po litical system 

of the United States is superior to that of the Soviet 

, dictatorship or any dictatorship and that the free enter

prise system of the United States is superior to the slave 

system of Russia, seem so obviously true and therefore do 

not need any defense, i t  must be remembered that the United 

States went through a great depression and many people were 

less confident as to the soundness of their political and 

economic systems. Against this background of depression 

and unemployment, people were easier convinced that some

thing was basically wrong.

Even before the depression, however, the Legion recog

nized that many things in America needed changing, for 

things that served well in the past were outworn. As the 

country had grown, new needs have arisen. The people of 

the United States are s t i l l  faced with heavy tasks and 

problems in going ahead with the development of America.
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j The Communist and the Red, however, move with the desire 

|to b last away the fru its  of the labor, to il and sacrifices
;l
ijof past generations and upon the wreckage and ruin they

j would attempt to create a "Fairyland or Utopia.1*39
'!
j The Legion recognized no short-cut to a better America.
I
I The path is confused by d ifficu lt, many-sided problems. The 

Iway does not lie  over the ruins of the things that have 

|made America great, but rather by continuous study and 

strong-hearted labor, "building patiently on the work of 

: those who have preceded us, where the work is sound, and

| replacing i t  where found faulty; replacement to be by
ij
! methods provided by the Constitution."49 This was the|
appraisal of the problems that confronted the United States 

! as far as the Americanism Commission saw them in 1927. In 

: 1931, the Americanism Commission again examined the situa

tion when the effects of the depression were at their 

worst. They agreed that i t  would not be safe to ignore the 

challenges to the American system nor of the attempts of 

the Communists to implant in the minds of American youth
i

"disrespect for our home, for our government, and for
i

religion. I t  is  hardly conceivable but i t  is a deplorable 

fac t that they are making some headway with their perni-

39. Annual Reports, 1927, p. 42.

40. Annual Reports, 1931, pp* 318-319.
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clous, sin ister teachings•114^

Later in the 1930* s this commission was not exactly 

satisfied  with conditions. 1/1/hen recovery from the de

pression had not progressed as far and as fa s t as was 

anticipated, i t  was suggested that the Legion might do 

something to bring the people back to the basic teachings 

and principles of the founding fathers. Getting back to 

these basic ideas might be of greater advantage to re

covery itse lf* 42 But there were s t i l l  depressed and d is

illusioned people in the United States who had turned un

willing ears to the treacherous doctrines of Communism. 

The Legion saw in this situation i ts  duty to combat such 

Ideologies by the general diffusion of knowledge in order 

that public opinion may be enlightened concerning the 

dangers to the rights of man. The p ro fit motive, indivi

dual in itia tiv e , and the competitive sp ir it  are so much a 

part of the national philosophy that they must not be 

surrendered or be allowed to perish by reason of civic 

lassitude or the desire for individual security . w

The Legion did not lose fa ith  in the American system

41. Annual Reports, 1931, pp. 318-319.

42. The National Legionnaire, February, 1938, p. 12.

43. The National Legionnaire, February, 1938, p. 12; 
Annual Reports, 1939, pp. 88-89.
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' regardless of the catastrophes that the people faced, 

j  When the United States became involved in World War XI,

! the Legion saw this as a war to preserve the American way 

I of l i f e —to preserve the political and economic systems* 

Some of the members of the organization went back into 

active duty, but the great majority performed many duties
i
j on the home front* During the war there were studies made 

| concerning the improvement particularly of the economic 

;j system, and the one study of greatest importance to the 

| Legion was that of Lawrence J* Fenlon of Chicago. Using

| this study as a basis, the National Commander, Edward N.
I
j Shieberling, in February, 1945, warned that there was 

j danger of the United States becoming a socialist state 

| “unless there is  a great technic of selling goods.1* In 

| the past the nation has looked upon production as the key 

! to prosperity and employment, whereas selling and d is tr i-
iI
bution are the most direct springboards. To quote Mr.

Schieberling further, he stated:

| We are going to have to really se ll for the f i r s t
I time In our national life  or we may become a Socialist 
, sta te , with government controlling a ll production and 
distribution. Crave are the forces aligned against us— 
those who advocate state socialism or state capitalism-- 

| ready to enslave us should we fa il  . . . .  We must prove 
j that our way of l ife  is right or we must be prepared to 
|lose it.44

The biggest effort made by the Legion, designed to re-
l
I   p . . ,  —  1

44. The Denver Post, February 12, 1945, p. 2.
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emphasize to Americans their heritage of freedom and the 

dividends they receive from democracy, began on April 1, 

1948. This campaign, using the direct mail technique, was 

one of the largest and most elaborate public relations 

efforts ever undertaken by a non-profit organization.

I t  consisted of twelve elaborate booklets, a ll using 

color printing and illu stra tion s, which were mailed one a 

month to individuals throughout the country. Each booklet 

discussed a phase of American l i f e ,  relating i ts  value and 

comparing i t  to other systems of government. The Legion 

jplans called for the distribution of 10,000,000 copies of 

|these booklets each month, at $>1.35 a set by subscription, 

j  James F. OfNeil, National Commander, stated that the

ijpurpose of the campaign was to bolster fa ith  in American 

IIdeals and institu tions against the inroads of Communism 

by illu stra tin g  the superiority of the American system of 

igovernment and i ts  effect on daily living. He went on to

l s ta te :
!

We are going to give to them (the American people) 
the actual margins of superiority of American life  in 

'terms of individual rights, freedoms, automobiles, food,
I refrigerators, and many other things which are considered 
necessities but are luxuries elsewhere.40r

45. The Mew York Times. March 7, 1948, p. 53; 
i"Americanism by Mail" in The American Lesion Magazine, 
May, 1948, p. 36.
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J  The f i r s t  of the booklets, //anted. 10,000,000 Salesmen,

!carried endorsements of the campaign from President Truman 

and many labor, business and church leaders* Another book-
l
le t  described the Constitution and i ts  effect on American
i
icitizens; another what the average American worker could 

.purchase with an hour's labor as compared to the average 

j  Russian worker* Other booklets described and defined free 

enterprise and the preponderance of physical goods owned 

|by Americans although the United States contains only seven 

jper cent of the world's population.
i

j Proposition number three, that the people of the United
|
IStates must be aroused to see and appreciate the advantages 

* of their po litica l and economic system is one of the basic 

assumptions considered in the chapter on Americanism.

The fourth of the Legion's assumptions, that much of 

the labor trouble of the United States is  inspired by the 

Communists, has been corroborated in recent years by con

fessions of former Communists, through investigations by 

the House Committee on un-American Activities and by docu

ments seized in raids on Communist Party headquarters. 

Benjamin G-itlow, former head of the Communist Part in the 

United States, reveals that the Communists have used a 

three-flank attack in i ts  sabotage of American labor 

unions—discrediting present labor leaders, replacing them 

with Communists and making wide use of the strike. He
ii
l is ts  some of the big strikes in American business and
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industry that were conceived and led by Communists. They 

were the steel and coal strikes of 1919, the Passaic Tex

tile  Workers* strike in 1925-1926, the New York Furriers* 

j strike of 1926, the Cloakmakers* strike in 1926, the Dress

makers* strike in 1926, the New Bedford strike, and the Gas

tonia, North Carolina Textile strike of 1929, the sit-down 

strikes in automobile plants in Michigan in 1937 and strikes 

j  throughout the country at the beginning of World War I I .  He 

I answers the question as to the importance of labor unions 

|to  the Communists in these words:

1 Without support in the unions the Communist Party can-
! not make a revolution. Getting control of the unions is ,
| therefore, the number one task of the party. By getting 
control of those unions in the decisive, the basic indus
tries of the lands, the industries upon which the economic 

| life  of the country depends.46

! Louis F. Bude nz gives a similar account of the objec-
! 47I tives of American Communists with regard to labor unions.

Robert S. Stripling, Chief Investigator for the House Com

mittee on un-American Activities from 1938 to 1948, gives

I evidence of the aims and methods of Communist and other

48:subversive groups.

Even labor unions themselves have become aroused to 

: the Communist menace. In i ts  Cleveland convention in 1949

46. Benjamin Gitlow, The Whole of Their Lives, 
pp. 99-136.

47. Louis F. Budenz, Men Without Faces, The Communist 
Conspiracy in the U * £>. A.

48. Robert E. Stripling, The Red Plot Against America.
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the C. I .  0* purged i ts e lf  of l e f t  wing unions charged with 

following every 11 twist and turn and zig and zagn of Com

munist policy. The unions expelled from the C. I . 0. as 

being Communist-dominated were the Mine, Mill and Smelter 

Workers, the United Office and Professional Workers, the 

Pood, Tobacco and Agricultural Workers, United Public 

Workers, United E lectrical Workers, Farm Equipment Workers, 

Harry Bridges* Longshoremen, the Marine Cooks and Stewards, 

Fishermen and Allied Workers and the Pur and Leather 

Workers.^ Other unions of the C. I . 0. have been charged 

with following the Communist Party programs rather than 

C. I .  0. policies and may be expelled i f  found guilty by 

the C. X. 0. Executive Board. I t  was one of the aims of 

the Eightieth Congress in passing the Industrial Relations 

Act of 1947, otherwise known as the Taft-Hartley Labor

'Act, to aid labor -unions in ridding themselves of Commun-
!
;is ts  by requiring union leaders to swear that they were 

not Communists and to deny the services of the National

!Labor Relations Board to unions that had not met the re-
|
I Rn
jquirement of this non-Coramunis t  oath.

! The Legion feels that in view of these evidences, i ts

!

I 49• The Denver Post, February 16, 1950, p. 8.

i 50. Congressional Record, 80th Congress, 1st Session,
|Vol. 93, part 5, 1947, p. 5614.
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j thirty-year program to arouse the people of the United
ij
(States regarding the Communist menace is  beginning to bear 

(j f ru it .

! The f if th  proposition, that the Communist Party in the• I
ll
United States is  not a party in the true sense, but an agent 

of Moscow, is covered in the next section, Outlawing the

‘Communist Party.
i

The sixth proposition covered by Legion propaganda,

;that the national defense program of the Legion for the 

United States is  a peace program and not designed for attack

| or aggressive war against any nation, is  based on the thesis
|
(often voiced by Winston Churchill and many others, namely, 

big world powers or potential big powers, by remaining weak 

m ilita rily , invite and encourage dictators to become aggress

ive. More specifically, the United States, by being weak 

m ilita rily , invited, and probably encouraged Germany to
i
become aggressive, thus bringing on World War I and World 

'War XI. In addition to th is, members of the Legion have a 

personal reason in striving for a reasonable national defense 

program for the United States. They have not forgotten 

being rushed into battle  with very l i t t l e  or no training 

and with inadequate weapons in ’World War I .

The f i r s t  complete statement made by a Legion official 

stating the organization1 s position on an adequate national 

defense program was given by the f i r s t  National Commander, 

Colonel Franklin D!01ier, in 1919, when he said:
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The Legion is v ita lly  interested in the creation and 
firm establishment of a m ilitary policy of the United 
States. There is no thought of bringing about a m ilitary 
autocracy. The world has had enough of Prussianism. But 
these men went over there and fought for a principle and 
determined to make America 100 per cent safe through the 
years to come . . . .  I ts  sole purpose is to foster a 
fixed military policy that will safeguard America.51

The Legion has not deviated from this policy, but 

instead of developing an adequate national defense pro

gram, the United States participated in the Washington 

Uaval Disarmament Conference, t; rinr**h < » -
'Y \-& -n J~ T rS L  —

f  ttrMdrby Uxl United--^ \;̂  I,mm liajuy, t±re=fiterrMim mumr n m iw*- 

ment Conference in 1926, the London Uaval Disarmament Con

ferences of 1930 and 1936, and allowed the ground forces 

in the United States sink fa r below the level of an ade- 

jquate national defense. When the Legion came to realize 

!the dangers to national defense at disarmament conferences,

| i t  memorialized Congress to accord i t  a representative to

52[attend international conferences for disarmament.

| The Legion has taken the position generally that the
!

Spacifists and the Communists have been instrumental In 

causing the f le e t to be scrapped and the army to be reduced

j |  5 i# 0ongr essional Record  ̂ 66th Congress, Vol. 59,
part 1, 1920, p. 110; The Literary Digest, Vol. 70, 

[December 20, 1919, pp* 58-61.

] 5 2 . Congressional Record, 70th Congress, 1st Session,
;Vol. 69, part 4, 1928, p. 4605.
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Mto a point of danger and to reach a point of unprepared

ness, which no doubt hastened, i f  i t  did not cause, the 

present war**—World War I I . 55

jj The Legion maintains that there was a lesson the people 

|of the United States should have learned from World ’War I — 

jthe lesson of national preparedness. They did not learn 

■jit* The lack of national preparedness leading up to Pearl
j

jHarbor and World War II  was a more forceful demonstration
i

for the need of learning that lesson. The Legion is not 

convinced that the people of the United States have learned 

that lesson. Some of the same forces against which thei!l
jLegion struggled in the period between the two world wars

a*
is t i l l  advocate the m ilitary policy that spells weakness and 

Ineffectiveness But the Legion is s t i l l  working for the 

program that i t  has strived to attain  since 1919. I t  is 

trying to meet as effectively as possible the charges as 

they arise against the national defense program that Is 

recommended for the security of the United States, always 

being careful to label i t  as a peace program. In 1947,

when Senator Robert A. Taft of Ohio denounced a part of

the Legion program, universal military training, as being
RA

"un-American, wasteful and obsolete,tT the National

53. Annual Reports, 1944, p. 98.

54. The Denver Post, June 27, 1947. p. 3.
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Commander, James F. 0*Neil, addressing the American Feder

ation of Labor convention in San Francisco, charged that 

Taft was making "common cause with the Communists" in 

opposing universal military training.55

Legion propaganda for an^adequate”national defense 

for peace, begun in 1919, s t i l l  goes on.

Propositions seven and eight, that Soviet Russia is 

the new enemy of human freedom and that Russia will even

tually attack the United States, will be treated briefly.

These charges are made on the basis of the Soviet use 

of the veto in the Security Council of the United Nations, 

their failure to cooperate with war-time a llies in estab

lishing treaties of peace, in fighting the Marshall Plan 

jfor the recovery of European nations, Russian propaganda,
i
[Russian aggressions and other policies pursued by the
I
(Kremlin since the end of World War I I .  In view of these

jRussian actions, Paul H. G riffith , National Commander In
>

|jl947, speaking in Cincinnati, stated that "we were justi-
i
jjfied in calling Russia an aggressor nation" and urged that 

j  cognizance be taken of the possibility  that they may "make
I rr CL

Iwar on us whenever she becomes able or competent." Later 

|in the year when he addressed the Pennsylvania Legion

I:

! 55. Colorado Springs Free Press, October 11, 1947,
•p. 14.
;i
3  56. The Chicago Sun, March 16, 1947, p. 9.
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convention in Pittsburgh, he charged that Russia had

"indicted herself as a new enemy of human freedom."5^
/»

Tfcxeaxasi complete case drawn up against the Russians
i
| by a Legion official was given by the National Commander,

j James P. OfNeil, when he spoke to the national convention

| of the American Federation of Labor in San Francisco in

;October, 1947. Among other things he said:

The Soviets are planning surprise military actions 
against a ll governments . . . .  Russia has worked out a 
master plan for the expansion of Communism that has over
looked no front on which the American people and every 

! other free nation can be attacked. Russia is carrying 
! out her ambitious five-year plan fashioning the planes, 
the tanks, the guns, the bombs and the bayonets which 
sooner or la te r w ill be used by the Soviet to topple by 

(force a ll governments whose strength they have sapped by 
(intrigue and po litical poison from within. The new Red 
(jFascism is far more dangerous than Nazism, Fascism and 
IjNipponism because more fiendish cunning is  to be found 
I in the long-range planning of the Kremlin dictators than 
(Hitler, Mussolini and Tojo were capable of a ll put to

i l  gether.5S

] In the Legion publication, The National Legionnaire,

;! the Russians are generally referred to as "aggressors,
li . 5Q
’ spoilsmen and enemies of world peace.1 Many more state- 

jments have been made by those connected with the Legion in 

!o ffic ia l capacities, but they f i t  into this general pattern 

i  and l i t t l e  would be added to include them.

57. The Chicago Daily Hews, August 7, 1947, p. 3.

58. Colorado Springs Free Press, October 11, 1947, 
p. 14.

59. The National Legionnaire, March 15, 1946, p. 9.
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!! Outlawing the Communist Party

The Legion has found that ways and means of counter-i|
iacting or controlling the Communist menace is not an easy
■ j
|task and the solution has not been found yet. The Legion 

jhas tried  many things to control and to counteract the evil 

influences of Communism. I t  has tried the denial of public 

jbuildings for them to hold their meetings, a program of 

(education in Americanism and exposing the false propaganda 

land vicious doctrines of the Communists.

| The Legion has maintained a ll along that Communism is
i
I an enemy. Yet Communist agents claim to be a part of the 

(United States, claim a ll protections under i ts  liberal 

Constitution when Communist methods and programs would 

effectively destroy the American system of government and 

everything connected with i t .  The question arises: Can an 

un-American enemy be controlled by present constitutional 

means?

There are two main d ifficu lties in outlawing the Com

munist Party on a national scale. In the f i r s t  place, 

po litica l parties and elections are controlled mainly by 

the forty-eight states. In the second place, the Commun

i s t  Party most likely would have to be declared a "clear 

and present danger" in the federal legislation outlawing 

i t  in the hope the Supreme Court would accept the leg isla

tion as not being in violation of the F irs t Amendment to 

the Constitution.
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While doubting that the Communists could be recog

nized as a po litical party in the true sense, because of 

i t s  a ffilia tio n  with, and under the control of, the Third 

International, nevertheless there have been attempts In the 

forty-eight states to have the Communist Party removed from 

the ballo t.

Individual legionnaires, Legion posts and state de

partments have worked to bar the Communist Party from the 

b a llo t. In Indiana, a 16-year struggle to bar the Commun

is ts  from the ballo t was successful in 1940 when the Legion 

and other patrio tic groups were successful In presenting 

evidence to the state election commissioners to the effect 

that the Communist petitions were fa lsified  and that the
flA

Communists advocated overthrow of the government by force. 

This made a to tal of fourteen states where the Communists 

|had been barred from the ballot. The other thirteen states

|are: Wisconsin, Missouri, Ohio, West /Virginia, Washington,
i
[Illino is, Connecticut, Kentucky, Utah, Minnesota, Kansas,

[Arizona and Arkansas. There were attempts that failed to

bar the Communists in five other states, namely, Iowa,
fil

Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Texas and Michigan. The

| 60. The National Legionnaire, October, 1940, p. 14.
t
! 61. Investigation of Un-American Propaganda Activ i-
| ties  in the United S tates, Committee on Un-American Activ- 
i t i e s , House of Representatives, 80th Congress, 1st Sess- 

j ion, March 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 1947, pp. 25-26; The 
jNational Legionnaire, October, 1940, p. 15.
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.Legion* s National Executive Committee met in Indianapolis
!i
| on May 2 and 3, 1940, and appropriated $2500 on the request 

jj of the New York Legion to prepare a legal case to te s t the 

'issue whether or not the Communist Party was entitled  to 

a place on the ballot in that s ta te .iI
' Following the victories in the fourteen states barring

the Communist Party from the ballot and the formation of 

the Russo-German Alliance after Munich, the Legion went 

one step further in i t s  Boston national convention in 1940 

in passing a resolution requesting Congress to deny Com

munists, Nazis and other such persons engaged in subver

sive activity the right to hold public office, either 

appointive or elective.63 Then on January 8, 1941, Con

gressman Shafer of Michigan, following Legion advice and 

support, introduced a concurrent resolution in the House 

of Representatives stating that i t  was the sense of Con

gress "that any po litical party or organization advocating 

the overthrow by force of the form of government of the 

United States shall not be recognized as a political 

en tity  and that the Congress recommend to the various state 

legislatures the enactment of legislation prohibiting the 

names of any such po litica l party or organization on the

62. The National Legionnaire, May, 1940, p. 8.

63. Annual Reports, 1940, pp. 248-249.
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o ffic ia l ballots of such states.*1®̂

An interesting sequence of events occurred in 1941 

beginning with the attack of Germany on Russia on June 22 

of that year. The Communist party1 s reaction to this 

attack was the publication of a manifesto by i ts  National 

Executive Committee in the June 30th issue of the Daily 

Worker, o ffic ia l organ of the party. This manifesto was 

further evidence to the Legion that the American Commun

is ts  were the tools of the Kremlin and not a bona fide 

jparty. As reported by Legion publications, the manifesto 

is  quoted as follows:

! Stop a ll government attacks on the Communist Party I
jRelease Earl Browder and a ll working class political p ris
oners. Build the Communist Party, the party that stands 
tin the foremost of the peoplefs fight against Hitlerism 
jand for Socialism! Support and build the progressive 
| labor press! Forward to a world-wide people* s front 
against Hitler fascism for the defense of the Soviet

j Union!

1 The Legion interpreted the real intent of this mani-

Ifesto as disclosing that American Communists regarded the 

defense of America as secondary, and 11 preservation and 

exaltation of Communism as of paramount consequence . . . .

64# Congressional Record, 77th Congress, 1st Session, 
jVol« 87, part 1, (January 8, 1941), p. 79; Annual Reports, 
| 1942, p. 247.

i 65. Annual Reports. 1941, p. 24; The National Legion-
Inaire, July, 1941, p. 4#
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The Communist Party of the United States has plainly 

demonstrated that the f i r s t  concern of the Communists in 

the present world c ris is  is not the safety of the United 

(States hut the defense of the Soviet Union.

I f  the American Communists expected sympathy from the 

iLegion on the domestic front* they were doomed to disappoint- 

jment, for at i ts  convention in Milwaukee the Legion went on 

record as s t i l l  being opposed to Communism, because i t  was 

| a false and dangerous philosophy. The Legion urged its  

jmembers and fellow citizens to be constantly on guard to 

|prevent a ll types of dictatorship from ^creeping into our 

|midst and undermining our liberties  founded on the Consti-
i

tu tion .1* As if  this were not enough, the Legion went on 

; and enacted a resolution calling for the outlawing of the 

I Communist Party. This resolution is quoted in fu ll as 

follows:

j  Whereas, Communism invokes our constitutional rights
iof freedom of the press, assembly and speech as a mask to 
I cover i ts  sin ister attacks and destructive campaign against 
both state and federal governments and loudly proclaims i ts  
avowed objective is to destroy by violence existing demo
cratic institu tions and supplant them with the despotism 
patterned on that of Stalin, be i t  resolved that Commun
ism cannot be dignified by recognition on the part of the 6„ 
several states as true po litical party and must be outlawed.

I 66. The National Legionnaire, July, 1941, p. 4.
j 67. The Milwaukee Journal, September 18, 1941, pp. 1
I and 23; The National Legionnaire, October, 1941, p. 13; 
i Annual Reports, 1942, p. 246.
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When the war was on, the Legion advocated, and Con- 

! gress enacted more stringent laws on a number of subjects — 

finger-printing and registration of aliens, espionage,

jsabotage and general subversive activity* One of the
:i
|biggest legislative victories for the Legion was the Alien 

I Registration Act of 1940* This was the f i r s t  peace-time
i
(sedition act passed in the United States since 1798, when
1
I the Alien and Sedition Acts were enacted into law* Similar
)
| leg islative proposals to those of 1798 were proposed in 

j 1920 when there was a ”Redu scare in the United States.

I The Alien Registration Act of 1940 does not confine
!

| i t s e lf  to aliens, nor is  i t  limited to wartime or defense 

emergency periods* I t  has two main sections. F irs t, i t  

; extends into peace time the provisions of the anti-spy 

! legislation  which had previously applied only in war. 

Second, i t  makes i t  a crime for any person, alien or not, 

to do these things:

(1) Knowingly advocate or teach overthrow of the 
government by force or violence;

(2) Publish anything advocating violent overthrow 
of the government with Intent to accomplish that resu lt;

(3) Organize or belong to any society which advocates 
violent overthrow of the government.

The Legion is  s t i l l  on record as advocating outlawing 

the Communist Party. When James F. 0*Neil, Rational Com

mander of the Legion, gave testimony before the Committee

68. The Chicago Sun, July 25, 1948, p. 37.
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on Un-American A ctivities, he recommended outlawing the 

Communist Party and banning the use of the mails to Com

munist publications on the grounds that the Communist 

Party and i ts  members are not en titled  to the liberties  

guaranteed in the Fourteenth Amendment. The rights 

guaranteed by the Fourteenth Amendment that he lis ted , 

quoting from a Supreme Court decision, Meyer V. Nebraska, 

were freedom from bodily restra in t, the right of the in 

dividual to contract to engage in any of the common occu

pations of l i f e ,  to acquire useful knowledge, to marry, 

establish a home and bring up children, to worship God 

according to the dictates of his own conscience, and 

generally to enjoy those privileges long recognized at 

common law as essential to the orderly pursuit of happi

ness by free men. Since the Communist Party in the United 

States would abolish these rights, i t  should be outlawed. 

The substance of his argument was that the Communist 

Party should be legally destroyed because i t  would i l l e 

gally destroy constitutional and legal rights of the

i  - 69American people.

I _____ _i ■■■■ '■ «  ■ ■ ■ ■■■■■i n

69. Hearings Before the Committee on Un-American 
A ctivities, House of Representatives, 80th Congress, 1st 
Session on H. H. 1884 and H. R. 2122, Bills to Curb or 

I Outlaw the Commuhist Party of the United States, March 24, 
25, 26, _27, .28, 1947, pp. 20-24.
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From the hearings of the Committee on Un-American 

A ctivities there emerged two h il ls  designed to remedy the 

situations caused hy the Communist menace. The f i r s t  of 

these was H. R. 4482, a b il l  designed to bar un-American 

(parties from the election ballo t. This b i l l  was in tro 

duced December 15, 1947, and was designed to prevent 

further Communist inroads in the American body po litic .

I ts  chief provisions include the following:

j  That no party (a) which is  directly or indirectly
j a ffilia ted  by any means whatsoever with the Communist 
Party of the United States of America or the Communist 
International, or any other foreign agency, political 
party, organization, or government; or (b) which either 
directly or indirectly advocates, teaches, aids, or abets 
the overthrow by force or violence, or by any unlawful 
means, of the Government of the United States of America; 
or (c) which directly or indirectly carries on, advocates, 

jteaches ju s tif ie s , aids, or abets a program of sabotage, 
Iforce and violence, sedition or treason against the Govern 
jment of the United States of America shall be recognized,
I of any candidate printed on the ballo t, in any election 
|in the United States of America.”0

| Discussion of this proposition to outlaw the Commun-

iis t  Party in the United States became quite vigorous. A 

debate in 1948 between Harold Stassen and Thomas E. Dewey, 

!both seeking the nomination for the Presidency on the Re- 

Ipublican Party ticket, originated in Seattle, Washington. 

|Two Gallup Polls Indicated the thinking of the American 

;people when one showed that 61 per cent favored barring

i 7 0 . Congressional Record, 80th Congress, 1st Session,
'Vol. 93, part 9, (December 15, 1947), pp. 11425-11428.
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membership in the Communist Party in the United S ta tes,71 

and the other showing 62 per cent favoring the outlawing 

of the Communist Party in the United States

The second b i l l ,  H. H. 5852, to deal with the Commun

i s t  menace, was introduced into the House and passed during 

the early months of 1948. This measure, the Mundt-Uixon 

B ill, did not outlaw the Communist Party. But i t  did, 

however, make i t  unlawful to conspire or work toward the 

establishment in the United States of a Mforeign-con- 

tro lled , to ta lita rian  government”; i t  barred Communists 

from holding Jobs; i t  denied passports to Communists; i t  

required that organizations which the Attorney General had 

determined were Communist or Communist fronts to register,' 

report their finances, the names and addresses of their 

leaders and require that wrappers on publications mailed 

out by such organizations be plainly labeled as coming 

from a Communist source,^  This b ill  was shelved in the

! 71. Congressional Record, 80th Congress, 1st Session,
| Vol. 93, part 3, (April 22, 1947), p. 3802.

| 72. Congressional Record, 80th Congress, 2nd Session,
| Vol. 94, part 5, (May- 24, 1948), pp. 6349-6350.

! 73. Congressional Record, 80th Congress, 2nd Session,
I Vol. 94, part 5, (May- 18, 1948), pp. 6020-6049; May 19, 
,1948, pp. 6102-6149; Time, Vol. 51, part 2, May 31, 1948, 
jjp. 13.
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Senate June 28, 1948* Tills Is the nearest any action has 

| "been taken to outlawing the Communist Party*
j

1
| Conclusions

] The Legion regards the Cammunist Party in the United
l!
States as an agent of the Soviet Government, whose propa- 

|ganda, policies and practices are threats to the unity and 

security of the United States and Soviet Russia i ts e lf  as 

ja threat to world peace by virtue of i ts  determination to
; i

' carry on i t s  program of world revolution. Since the Legion
j
; asserts that Russia cannot be separated from Communism and 

| Communism from Russia,tf the measures advocated do affect 

both domestic and foreign policies of the United States.

| Before the national organization adopted any o ffic ia l

j policy for the Legion on domestic Cammunist ac tiv ities , 

jlegionnaires and posts acting on their own in itia tive  took
i
! “d irect” action in breaking up Communist meetings, for- 

! bidding public buildings for their use and sometimes aided 

in the breaking of strikes on the assumption that labor 

troubles were Communist-inspired, especially in the C. I .  0. 

When the national organization took official action, i t  

opposed d irect action because i t  gained notoriety and
: 1

attention for the Communists, i t  made martyrs of them and
i
1 i t  was negative. A positive program of proclaiming Ameri-

' canism and democracy was agreed upon, in addition to point-
i
I ing out the fallacies and dangers of Communism.
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i Because the Legion had the fear of Communism as one of
1
i ts  main reasons for organizing in 1919, i t  would he un- 

| usual indeed to expect the organization to favor United
i

States recognition of Soviet Russia. Adopting a non

recognition policy in 1922, which coincided with the poli

cies of the administrations of Harding, Coolidge and Hoover, 

! the Legion maintained i t  u n til 1933 when the Roosevelt ad-

;ministration accorded recognition to Soviet Russia on the
!

'basis of four promises made by the Kremlin. The Legion took 

; no action for two years after recognition, but when Bari

!Browder and other Communists in 1935 reported to a Ccmmun-
l
i s t  convention in Moscow on their ac tiv ities , thus indica- 

i ting violation of the four promises, the Legion demanded 

: rescinding recognition of Soviet Russia. This position was 

maintained until 1941 when in i ts  Milwaukee convention the 

Legion voted for sending lend-lease aid to Russia. But 

the Legion was careful to state that this did not mean 

approval of Soviet Russia or Communism, and hence the 

battle  against Communism would continue on the domestic 

front.

Legion counter propaganda against the Ccmmunist menace 

! can be organized under about eight propositions, namely, 

that the po litical and economic system of the United States 

is  superior to that of the Soviet dictatorship or any dic

tatorship; that the free enterprise system of the United 

States is  superior to the slave system of Soviet Russia;
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that the people of the United States must he aroused to
i !
Ij see and appreciate the advantages of their po litica l and 

| economic systems; that much of the labor troubles, especi-
' j

ally  in the C. I .  0 ., are Communist-inspired; that the 

Communist Party in the United States is not a party in the 

■ usual sense, but an agency of Moscow; that the Legion’s 

national defense program is a peace program, and not a 

; war program as the pacifists and Communists assert; that 

!! Soviet Russia is the new enemy of human freedom; and that 

the Soviet Union will eventually attack the United States. 

The Legion has reason to believe that after 30 years of 

i ts  effo rts, the American people are at la s t partly aroused 

j to the dangers of Communism.

The Legion called for investigations of Communist 

activ ity  and outlawing the Communist Party as early as 

1930 when the investigating committee under the chairman

ship of Congressman Hamilton Pish turned up evidence of 

subversive activ ity . As continued activity  was revealed 

under other chairmen of this committee--Dies, Thomas,

Rankin and Woods—the Legion became more determined for 

outlawing the party and to enact other stringent regula- 

; tions. From these investigations emerged recommendations 

' some of which were incorporated in two b ills  to curb the 

: ac tiv ities of the Communist Party. The Stassen-Dewey 

! debate and general discussion in Congress of the issues
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j Involved seemed to oppose outlawing the party since this 

I would drive the Communists underground. Public opinion 

polls showed that over sixty per cent of the people favored 

| outlawing the Communist Party and barring Communists from 

! holding elected and appointive offices. The Mundt-Nixon
i j

! b i l l  passed the House but was shelved in the Senate. Al
i i

j though the Legion failed to have the Communist Party out- 

|j lawed on a national scale, i t  has, however, been ins tru

ll mental in getting i t  barred from the ballot in fourteen
Ij
j| s ta tes.it



www.manaraa.com

I CHAPTER V

i

! NATIONAL DEFENSE
i

i In the two decades between the F irs t and the Second

World Wars, national defense was one of the most contro

versial issues in American po litics. Throughout this 

period, the American Legion was ^the most powerful pressure 

groupijon the side of maintaining a strong army and flee t. 

This chapter will cover: (1) the Legion’s appraisal of the 

defense policy of the United States, (2) Legion proposals 

for a safe national defense policy, (3) the Legion a t t i 

tude toward, (a) universal military training, (b) the 

Geneva Gas Protocol, (c) the Kellogg-Briand Peace Pact,

(d) naval construction, (e) Lend-Lease and (f) the United 

Nations.

Legion Appraisal of Military Preparedness 

Legionnaires of the twenties and th irties  were prone 

to relate their experience in World War I to a ll the m ili

tary history of the United States. What the various pbsts 

throughout the country heard in the way of lectures by 

numerous speakers, and what the Legionnaires read in the 

Legion literatu re  led them to believe that the military 

policy of the United States for the past 150 years has
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followed an unwholesome pattern,1 In peace time m ilitary 

preparations are allowed to lag behind essential needs for 

security; the United States becomes involved in a war; 

there are hasty and costly expenditures for bridging the 

unpreparedness gap; men are rushed into action without 

proper training and equipment; at long la s t the enemy is 

defeated at needless cost of lives* And then the cycle 

s ta r ts  a ll over again when the m ilitary force built up in 

war is  allowed to disintegrate*

In the Revolutionary War Washington complained about 

the undisciplined troops who made up the bulk of his 

troops. The war dragged along for eight years and the 

colonies were unable to gain a fina l victory un til the 

prepared forces of Prance came to their aid.

In the War of 1812 the United States had an army of 

less than 7,000 men. Volunteers were again called into 

J  the service, but they were no match for the well-trained

j , — - - - - - - - - - - - - - —  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  —

| 1. 11 The Circle of Unpreparedness" in The American
I Legion Weekly, Vol. IV, June 16, 1922, p. 10; Major C. E. 
IKilbourne, "What the War Taught the Army," Vol. I I ,  July 
116, 1920, p. 9, 21; "Re-building the Army; Legion Helping 
Congress Frame Policy,” January 2, 1920, p. 22; Charles D. 
Kelley, "What Shall the Army Be?” Vol. I ,  September 19, 
1919, pp* 16, 32, 34; "The Legion* s Army B ill; Summary 
of Measure that Would Provide Four Months Training for 
Youths of from 18 to 21;n Vol. I I ,  May 7, 1920, p. 12.
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B ritish. After this war, Congress provided for a perman

ent army of 10,000. Protracted Indian wars provided

| training grounds for these troops. Vs/hen the war with
i j
j| Mexico broke out in 1845, the United States had a small 

| but effective army. The army, however, was handicapped 

i j  from the s ta r t by a lack of supplies and equipment, 

j When the Civil War broke out In 1861, the United

j States had a regular army of a l i t t l e  more than 16,000,

|| u tte rly  inadequate to cope with the situation. The strug-
;!
• i

gle might have been decided in one campaign instead of 

j dragging through four disastrous years. Lack of pre- 

| paredness again proved costly In the war with Spain in
i
;! 1898. The camping, provisioning and equipping d lfficu l-
\\

ties for 200,000 men caused unnecessary sickness and deaths. 

More disastrous results would have occurred i f  the United 

States had been faced by a more formidable enemy than 

; Spain.

: To the Legion, more than a century of failure of the

I unpreparedness program of the United States to prevent wars, 

i and repeated examples of i ts  danger and costliness were not 

! sufficient to bring the people and the government of the 

! United States to a policy of adequate preparedness. Even 

I when Europe was being swept by World War I and the dangers 

i of United States Involvement came nearer, preparations for 

| national defense were not stressed. Only when war actually 

! came did the United States begin general preparations for
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jits  defense. Even after World War I national defense 

j  lagged In spite of a ll the warnings of danger the 

.statements of minimum needs were proclaimed. I t  became 

the Legion* s second most important announced activity to 

I try  to persuade the country and Congress to adopt a nat

ional defense policy that would adequately safeguard
i
|national in terests .
i.1

j  The Legion* s Rational Defense Program

At an early date in Legion history, this organization 

adopted a platform of peace. But such statements insisted 

that while arbitration and international co-operation should 

be promoted as instruments of peace, nevertheless, in the 

present age, the surest method for peace was adequate nat-
I
ional defense. As far as Franklin D*01ier, the f i r s t  Rat

ional Commander of the Legion, was concerned, "the question 

before the country is  not how large an army we should pro

vide with or without the League of Nations. Rather i t  

relates to the size of the force to be maintained during 

a period of uncertainty during which we face certain known 

obligations and a s t i l l  larger number of uncertainties.1,3 

i This statement referred to the uncertainties of the military 

occupation of Germany as well as to the untried League of

2. Literary Digest, December 20, 1919, pp. 58-61.
3* Literary Digest, September 27, 1919, p. 10.



www.manaraa.com

TH
E 

A
m

eR
ic

aa
J 

ttS
fO

M
 

M
at

/O
N

A
L 

D
EF

EN
SE

 
fi

?0
6l

?/
\M

a* i i i

Z t l J V )

A ttjvs rr ^

o v9

<r (k:

0) ^

cc qe

ft{
£-

 
{V

AT
lC

M
fiiL

 
hE

G/
QA

IN
fft

fc
le

L 
SQ

ti
uf

W
i, 

M
l,

 
p

,|^



www.manaraa.com

161

I Nations in keeping the peace. The United States was not

j a member of the League of Nations. That organization had
!
! not demonstrated i t s  capacity to maintain peace. Until
I
such time that this capacity was demonstrated, the United

I States should look for i ts  own defense. The Legion recog-
■!
t nized that nations constantly face the risk  of fighting

I for their independence and v ita l interests or become sub- 

| jected to another nation. Such subjection or control
II■i
ij probably would be more disagreeable than war. To be
j |

j weak, m ilita rily , is  to invite such subjection or control, 

ij Considering from this viewpoint the independence, v ita l 

j in terests and national defense, the Legion ruled out
j
i pacifism as the path to peace.
I
' On the other hand, there were those who favored also,
'i
| in the name of peace, building a war machine. I t  is  

j assumed that if  there is  going to be war, a nation stands
ii
; a better chance of winning i t  if  I t  is  prepared than i f  i t  

goes into the war unprepared. As between the two, building
:!

a mass desire for peace or making m ilitary preparations, 

the Legion chose the la tte r  course. There are certain 

reasons for doing this.

In the f i r s t  place, the Legion assumed that there
i
1 would be future wars. But when the fighting ceased on 

| November 11* 1918, there were immediate and long-range 

| problems. The immediate problem was the size of the force
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to be maintained in the occupation of the defeated coun

tr ie s  in meeting known obligations. The long-range prob

lem was the size of the force for a larger number of un

certainties as to the military dangers to the security of 

the United States in the future—for the United States to 

become so formidable that other nations would be discour

aged from attacking.4 The f i r s t  World War had taught the 

Legion that 11 war-provoking acts of aggression are committed
5

In the ra tio  that the peaceful party is  prepared to fight.*1

In the second place, i f  a war cannot be delayed or 

forestalled completely, then the ground work would have 

been laid  for winning the conflict without too great cost 

in men and material.

And finally , considering I t  apart from the relations 

of nations, the desire for a program of national defense 

had a personal angle to be considered. Colonel William 

B* Donovan, in testifying before the Senate Committee on 

M ilitary Affairs, July 3, 1940, in support of a draft act, 

told how men were sent to the front without having had on 

a gas mask and many of whom were given guns s t i l l  f ille d  

with grease. The service men were entitled  to three 

things, he thought. In giving testimony before the Senate 

Committee on Military Affairs he stated these three things

4 .Literary Digest, September 27, 1919, p. 10.

5.The National Legionnaire, 1940, p. 3.
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as follows:

F irs t , they are en titled  to a fa ir  chance hy their 
country to go into war with some kind of a reasonable 
opportunity to live while they do their duty. Second, 
they are en titled  to officers in command of them who have 
had training in leading troops. I t  is  a ll right to talk 
about natural leadership, but there is a technique of 
command that can only be developed by actually dealing 
with human beings. And third, I think these men are 
en titled  to a fa ir  opportunity to get a promotion while 
they are in the o u tfit, i f  they have the character and 
in itia tiv e  and aspire to be officers.®

The Legion has constantly protested against the 

label of militarism. I t  has repeatedly stated that i t  

is interested in 11 the creation and firm establishment of 

a m ilitary policy of the United States. There is  no 

thought of bringing about a military autocracy. The world 

jhas had enough of Prussianism. But these men who went 

over there (to France, in World War I) and fought for a 

|principle are determined to make America safe for herself 

|through the years to come . . . .  The sole purpose is to 

foster a fixed m ilitary policy that will safeguard Amer- 

:ba.n7 The military policy of the Legion as adopted in i ts

I 6. Hearings Before the Committee on Military Affairs
’United States Senate, 76th Congress, 3rd Session, on S.
I 4 1 6 4 A B ill to Protect the Integrity and Institu tions of 
the""United States Through a System of Selective Compulsory 

I Military Training and Service. Revised. July 3, j5, IX), 11,
I and 12, 1940.

7. Literary Digest, December 20, 1919, pp. 58-61.
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Minneapolis convention November 10, 1919, opposed a large 

standing army as "uneconomic and undemocratic,” favored 

"a policy of universal m ilitary train ing,” opposed "com

pulsory m ilitary service in time of peace,” favored ,!a 

j national m ilitary system based on universal military

j obligation, to include a relatively  small Regular Army and
!
| a citizen army capable of rapid expansion sufficient to 

meet any national emergency,” and a strong emphasis was 

placed on civ ilian  control, because "the national citizen 

army should and must be the chief reliance of this country 

in time of war • " ®

The basic assumption in the Legion* s program of nat

ional defense is  that the dominant position of the United 

States in the western hemisphere must be maintained. Going 

from th is, i t  would be necessary for the United States to 

! have a navy "second to none." In the early th irtie s , the 

i  Legion began demanding a navy sufficient to take care of 

'American defense problems in both the Atlantic and Pacific 

i oceans. This meant that the United States should have 

Inaval bases, fo rtifica tions, airplanes, a ircraft carriers,

1 a merchant marine with crews trained for war, submarines, 

destroyers, cruisers and battleships.

| The Legion envisioned the outer defenses of the United

i----------———  ----------------------------------
i 8. Congressional Record, 66th Congress, Vol. 59,
part 1, 1920, p. 110.
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States as running from Panama to Hawaii to Alaska with
!

| suitable bases for ships and planes to defend this line.

| As the Japanese designs became more evident, and parti- 

! cularly after Congress had passed legislation granting

j the Philippine Islands their Independence, the Legion went
If
j on record for the President and Congress "to take steps 

|f immediately to re-examine the whole Philippine-American 

j relationship, taking into consideration the present world 

j situation and the new developments both in the United
ij
!! States and the Philippines, defensive and economic, and
'■i
I looking to the mutual best interests of the people of both
II Q
ii countries."
i|
j! The Legion regarded the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans

as the greatest assets or worst l ia b il i t ie s  of the United

jStates, depending upon its  strength or weakness in them.
ij
| These oceans represent the base of the world strategy of 

! the United States. I f  i t  should be necessary for the 

United States to go to war, i t  would be the plan of the
j

m ilitary to carry the war to the enemy, and thus prevent 

the enemy from bringing war to the United States. Ameri

can military might must be strong enough "to meet any 

possible attack before I t  arrives and to turn the enemy
, i

j back so that our homes remain in tact and our families 

| secure." To have these advantages in United States defense, 

! the Legion called for air and naval bases in Iceland,

j 9. The National Legionnaire, October, 1941, pp. 13-14.
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Newfoundland, Bermuda, Trinidad, Porto Rico, Panama, the 

Galapagos Islands, Hawaii, Wake, Midway, the Philippines, 

Guam and A l a s k a . E v e n  in 1940 the Legion advocated a 

program of building 11 a navy with i ts  own air arm capable 

of defending our in terest in both the Atlantic and Pacific 

against any possible grouping of aggressors•11

The navy would be the f i r s t  line of defense of the 

United States. Backing i t  up and co-ordinating i ts  activ

i t ie s  with over-all defense plans would be the army. The 

size, equipment and material would be based on pre-deter- 

mined needs. Universal military training would be an 

integral part of the national defense needs of the United 

States. Not to be neglected In the Legion1s national de

fense program are adequate funds and fa c ilitie s  to carry

on research in developing new weapons of offensive and

12defensive warfare.

10. The National Legionnaire, October, 1941, pp. 9 
and 12; Annual Reports, 1926, pp. 159-164.

11. The National Legionnaire, December, 1940, pp. 1 
and 5.

12. Congressional Record, 66th Congress, Vol. 49, 
part 1, 1920, p. 110; Annual Reports, 1928, p. 128; annual 
Reports, 1934, p. 337; Munitions Industry Hearings Before 
the Special Committee Investigating the Muni t ions Industry, 
74th Congress, 1st Session, Pursuant to 2>. Res. 206, .Part 
~2X9 February 22 and March 15, 1935, pp. 6013-6020.
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| The Legion was convinced that i f  i ts  defense program
;l
i were adopted* i t  would be the best safeguard against war, 

as is  evidenced by the report of i t s  National Defense 

Committee in 1933 when i t  stated: 11 We believe that America 

w ill never seek a war and that a war will never seek a 

! prepared America. We believe in an America, peace-loving
I
'j and intent on peace but strong enough to insure and en-
t
force the peace. We know that the pitiably small army in

iexistence at the s ta rt of every war has never kept us out 
j  *1

i of war.11 And the National Commander of the Legion, Frank 

N. Belgrano, J r . ,  echoed the same sentiment in 1935, when 

ihe spoke to the tenth Women1 s Patriotic Conference on 

I national defense. Among other things he said: **i am not
j
!appealing for preparedness for war; I am appealing for
i
preparedness for peace I A reasonably-armed America need

not fear attack, and if  we are not attacked, we shall not

have war.n**“4 The Legion has not given up i ts  struggle for

an adequate national defense, since this is i t s  second

most important activity . Testifying before the House

M ilitary Affairs Committee in 1945 the Legion1 s National

Defense Chairman, S. Perry Brown, evaluated the national

defense situation of the United States in these words:

We as a people have never accepted the fact that we 
need an armed force in our national l ife . There is not

13. Annual Reports, 1953, p. 58.

14. The National Legionnaire, March 1935, p. 7.
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a man, woman or child in any community in this Nation that 
would disarm a policeman on his beat, and the reason is 
that they understand what that policeman Is for . . • . 
Therefore, as long as we understand a force and have con
tro l of i t  we are perfectly willing to go ahead with i t .  
The same is true of the Sheriff* s departments in our coun
tie s . None of our people would dispose of them. I t  is 
likewise with the State police because we understand what 
their function is . But, as a people, since the beginning 
of this Nation, we have never understood the need for an 
armed force . . . .  To understand an armed force young 
America must not only talk about i t  but, we believe, be
came a part of i t  . . . .  15

Universal Draft 

The universal d raft has as I ts  purpose the mobiliza

tion of the entire resources of the United States—soldiers, 

capital and labor--with a maximum of speed and a minimum of 

cost in order to terminate a war quickly with the least 

expenditure of men and money, with the least disruption to 

the normal life  of the country possible, and to take the 

p ro fit out of war. The object would be to place the bur

dens of war "equally upon labor, capital, and the fighting 

men.”**'6 When the plan is completely implemented, the United

15. Hearings Before the Committee on Military Affairs, 
House of Representatives, 79th Congress, 1st Session on H. 
R. 515, An Act to Provide Military or Naval Training for 
A1 iTSale"~C*itizens Who Attain the Age of 18 Years, and for 
Tvhhftr Purposes^ Part-1, November 8, 13, IB, 16, 19, 20,
217*126, J27, 28, 29* J50, December 3, 6, 7, 10, 11, 12, JU5,
14, 17, 18, 19, 1945, p. 327•

16. Literary Digest, Vol. 95, November 5, 1927, p. 10.
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States would have uan adequate army with modern equipment, 

a two-ocean navy, the strongest flying force in the air, 

and trained American youth—a continuing, reliable, high 

| standard of national defense, not the on-again-off-again 

| kind that makes us stronger once in every twenty years 

| The universal draft was the chief bulwark in the Legion1 s 

I national defense program.

j The Legion learned, however, that formulating a nat-
i
i ional defense program was one thing; getting i t  accepted,

| wholly or in part, is  quite another. When the f i r s t  offi- 

; c ia l expression was made on a military program for the 

j United States at i t s  Minneapolis convention in 1919, the 

! universal training phase of i t s  program had not crystal- 

iized. The defense program suggested, calculated to be the 

I minimum requirement to protect America from invasion,
i
! called for organization of a national citizen army in 

te rr ito r ia l units, administered by a general staff on which 

“citizen soldier officers and regular army officers shall 

serve in equal numbers.” I t  condemned a large standing 

| army, however, as “extravagant and un-American.11 The Legion 

; recommended also that officers* training camps “be continued 

| and that m ilitary training in schools and colleges be en- 

i couraged.” The final item considered in i ts  f i r s t  national 

| defense program, the Legion recommended that a ir service be

17. Annual Reports, 1940, pp. 226-237.
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established was a separate department under the control of 

a member of the Cabinet to be appointed for that purpose 

alone•

At i ts  second annual convention in Cleveland, however, 

September *27 to 29, 1920, the Legion set the keynote for a ll 

national defense programs for the next two decades when i t  

adopted the following resolution;

The examination of young men called under the selec
tive service act demonstrated a high percentage of physi
cal d isab ility  and also illite racy  among both native and 
foreign born, indicating the necessity for a system of 
compulsory universal training of young men, which should 
tend to obviate this deplorable condition in the future. 
Therefore, we recommend the adoption by the Congress of 
a system of compulsory universal training, which shall 
include physical training, educational training, and 
Americanization, as well as effic ien t m ilitary training 
to form a foundation for future extended m ilitary tra in 
ing in time of war.19

This resolution was the Legion1s reaction to Presi

dent Wilson*s recommendation to Congress in 1919, recom

mending that a national defense policy be established for 

the United States and called for 11 a universal voluntary 

system of m ilitary tra in ing .”20 In 1920, with the lessons

18. The Outlook, Vol. 123, November, 1919, pp. 348- 
349; Congressional Record, 66th Congress, Vol. 59, part 1, 
1920, p. 110.

19* Congressional Record, 66th Congress, Vol. 59, 
part 1, 1920, p. 110.

20. The Outlook, Vol. 123, November, 1919, pp. 348-
349.
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| of the World ’War fresh in mind, Congress enacted the new 

| National Defense Act, designed to give America an adequate 

'national defense for the f i r s t  time in i ts  history. The 

issue of universal m ilitary service came into the debates,

I but the Legion was not organized for effective action so 

j  early in  i ts  career, since i t  had been in operation less 

jthan a year at the time of the debates. Universal m ili- 

jtary service came up again in 1940 when the Selective 

jService Act was enacted by Congress and again in 1947- 

|1948 when Selective Service was re-enacted.

I In  1947-1948, the Legion exerted i ts  greatest efforts
I
j to get i t s  universal m ilitary service program adopted by 

Congress. In the intervals between these special drives, 

the Legion resolved in convention, publicized i ts  program 

and influenced congressional committees to hold hearings 

for the purpose of getting universal military service
i
adopted.

The Legion was enthusiastic when Congress enacted the 

National Defense Act in 1920, for this was “the f i r s t  

m ilitary policy this country ever had.” The act would 

have given the United States a regular army of 290,000 men, 

a National Guard force of about 500,000, a large reserve of 

Strained men and of war supplies and a navy second to none.
ii
Here one needs to he reminded of a l i t t l e  fact in congress

ional procedure. Congress quite often adopts a policy, but 

imany times fa ils  to appropriate funds to carry out the
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[policy. The Legion* s enthusiasm for this act did not wane, 

ibut the performance of Congress in not appropriating the 

funds was saddening. The Legion* s efforts the next twenty

years were fu tile  in getting Congress to implement the
1 21 'National Defense Act.

i The Legion lays the failure of Congress to implement 

the act of 1920 to “certain organizations--pacifist, com-
ii
jmunist and otherwise11 but i t  s t i l l  worked ahead to accom- 

jplish i ts  purpose, recognizing that defense measures never

[arouse a great deal of interest in peace time. “This is
i
the reason why wars have cost America so much in blood and 

treasure; the door is  locked after the horse is gone. Yet 

Imembers of the Legion who have seen war at f i r s t  hand, have 

jseen the bloody consequences of a short-sighted military 

|policy, do not intend that unpreparedness through lack of

'public in terest shall slay the youth of another generation
!

|should another war break upon u s .”

In 1923 the Legion had i t s  own b i l l ,  the Universal 

Draft Act, introduced in Congress, known as the Capper- 

Johnson Act. This b i l l  provided the President with powers, 

in time of war, to take the necessary steps to stabilize- 

prices of commodities; to draft into service of the United

21. The National Legionnaire, May, 1945, p. 9.

22. The Outlook, Vol. 141, December 16, 1925, pp. 599-

600.
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States a ll persons between the ages of 21 and 30, or such 

other limits as might be fixed, without exemption on account 

of the industrial occupation; and to determine and proclaim 

the material resources and industrial organizations of the 

country to be under government control during the period 

of the emergency. This meant that, not only the man-power 

of the country, but i ts  entire resources of every descrip

tion would be mobilized under the control of the government. 

The intended purposes of the b il l ,  according to the Legion, 

were to keep profits out of war, eliminate the war-time 

slacker, and place the burden of war equally upon a ll c i t i 

zens. The Legion set out to push this measure through Con

gress “as strenuously as the power of three-quarters of a 

million veterans can push i t . ” John R. McQuigg, National 

Commander of the Legion, writing in The Outlook, stated 

that the organization believed that ni t  is the one right 

way to carry on a war, and that i t  w ill prove in time to

be the greatest peace measure this country or the world

23has ever known.”

i  23. John R. Mc^uigg, ”What the Legion Wants in 1926”
1n The Outlook, V. 141, December 16, 1925, pp. 599-600; 

jHearing Before the Committee on Military Affairs, United 
States°Senate, 68th Congress, 1st Session, on S. 2561, A 
B ill to Provide Further for the National Security and 
Defense*, April 10, 1924, pp. 9-12.
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The National Commander in 1924, James A* Drain, 

writing in The Outlook* in defense of the Legion measure, 

stated his thoughts on the measure in these words:

War, the Legion believes, is  every one*s job* To 
fin ish  the job as efficiently  as possible requires the 
doing away of distinctions, the placing of every citizen 
on an even basis, the subjecting to immediate Government 
call every industry, every mutual resource, whether 
publicly or privately owned. The Legion stands for a 
programme of sound preparedness. I t  believes in the 
National Defense Act and a National Defense Day. I t  
opposes any changes in the former and has pledged itse lf  
to take an active part in the la tte r  . . . .  The Legion 
knows i t s  program to be one which will help the country.
I t  believes the citizenry is behind i t .  I t  wishes their 
support, and i t  wishes to give its  support to those things 
which will help the community, state and nation.^4

One of the features of the plan—removing the profits 

of war—was expected to be the attractive part in getting 

the country to accept the program. Men in the fighting 

forces f e l t  that profiteering had gone on at their expense 

and at the expense of the country. In future conflicts 

this was to be prohibited. A study was made in 1921 of 

the war-time legislation in France, Germany, Great Britain 

and the United States. Even though Presidents Harding and 

Coolidge recommended some form of protection against profi

teering in war, and both po litical platfoms advocated the

24. James A. Drain, tfThe American Legion in the Year 
to Gome" in The Outlook, Vol. 138, November 5, 1924, 
pp. 364-365.
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protection, nothing more than hearings were accomplished 

in the f i r s t  decade after the ending of the war. The idea 

was taken up by Senator Nye of North Dakota in the 1930*s, 

and we shall see la te r  how his crusade against 11 the mer

chants of death” set the stage for neutrality  legislation 

In 1935.25

In 1924 when the Legion became convinced that paci

f i s t ,  Communist and other groups continued their influence 

over Congress in defeating the implementation of the Nat

ional Defense Act of 1920, the Legion presented i ts  own 

minimum program in the hope Congress would accept a smaller 

m ilitary force for the United States. Where Congress had 

failed  to appropriate the necessary funds to provide for 

the m ilitary force of 790,000 as called for in the Nat

ional Defense Act of 1920, the Legion's plan called for a 

m ilitary force of 277,000. Broken down into i ts  component 

parts, this plan called for a regular army of 12,000 o ffi

cers and 125,000 enlisted men in addition to the authorized 

increase in the a ir force, a National Guard of 190,000 men 

to be increased by annual increments to 250,000 by 1936, 

a Reserve Officers' Training Corps adequate to provide 

5,000 reserve officers annually and a Gitizens' Military 

Training Camp of 50,000. In addition to these forces,

25. Chapter VI, ISOLATION AND NEUTRALITY.
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there was to be the procurement, development and main

tenance of such material and camps as would properly equip 

a l l  the above components and the further maintenance of an 

adequate war reserve for three fie ld  armies.26

The Legion continued to publicize i ts  universal draft 

| act of 1923 as the best argument for peace. Congress and 

the country were being told that the burdens of war—if  i t  

should come--would be placed equally upon labor, capital, 

and the fighting men. A Literary Digest reporter, in ter

viewing the National Commander, Edward E. Spafford, in 

1927, quoted him as saying:

The American Legion believes in peace* But we be
lieve one of the best preventives of war is the enact- 

| ment of a b il l  which shall place the burden of war—if  
j i t  come—upon a l l .  Let labor and capital be conscripted, 
i as well as men. Adequate preparedness is the best in- 
| surance of peace. The universal draft act means just 
i the kind of preparedness that brings peace.27

| With the Geneva Naval Disarmament Conference of 1926 in

mind and with the failure of Congress to provide adequate

! security by implementing the National Defense Act of 1920,
il

the Legion in i ts  Annual Reports of 1928 went further into

26. Hearings Before the Committee on Military Affairs 
j House of Representatives, 69th Congress, 1st Session, Jan

uary 19 to March 9, 1926, pp. 774-794; Howard P. Savage, 
«<phe American Legion1 s Program for 1926-192711 in The Out
look, Vol. 144, October 24, 1926, pp. 401-402.

! 27. Literary Digest, Vol. 95, November 5, 1927, p. 10.
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the problem of peace as affected by national defense. The 

sequence of events that follow from weakness of a great 

power and particularly  what would befall the United States 

i f  such a policy were persisted in was suggested in the 

statement which follows:

The actual cause of a ll wars has been, and always will 
be, trade conquest, so we must be prepared for any emer
gency that may arise from within or without. A strong 
America does not imperil peace, but a weak America surely 
w ill in due course. Unless America is  adequately pre
pared to in s is t  on peace there will be no peace. If 
adequately prepared for our own defense, no combination 
of powers w ill have the hardihood to force us into war. 
Deliberately to strip  ourselves to a condition of immedi
ate helplessness, trusting on high purpose to solve human
i ty 's  wrongs and grudges, is to invite u tte r  destruction.
I f  we persist in this we shall be living in a foo l's 
paradise, with an awakening ahead of us more b itte r  than 
that of 1 9 X4 . 2 8

Objection had been raised to the Legion plan on the 

ground that i t  would be unconstitutional to conscript 

labor and wealth (capital) during war. To meet this 

objection or to find the way out, the Legion succeeded in 

getting Congress to enact the Snell Resolution calling for 

the President to name a commission to study and report on 

I ts  universal draft plan. President Hoover signed the 

resolution June 27, 1930, and the 14 members of the com

mission - six from the President's cabinet and four each 

from the House and Senate—began i ts  study. Part of the

28. Annual Reports, 1928, pp. 286-287
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resolution, indicating the work of the commission, is 

quoted as follows:
i
; A commission is hereby created to study and consider
; amending the Constitution of the United States to provide 
i| that private property may be taken by Congress for public 
use during war and methods of equalizing the burdens and 
to remove the profits of war, together with a study of 

| policies to be pursued in event of war. The commission 
shall report definite recommendations to the President of 

■ the United States to be by him transmitted to Congress not 
| la te r  than the f i r s t  Monday in December, 1931, together 
| with copies of i ts  proceedings and hearings and to report 
ij i f ,  in their opinion, any constitutional amendment be 
necessary to accomplish the purposes d esired .^

i j(!
In the meantime the Legion continued to publicize i ts  

i universal d raft act "as a peace measure, as a preparedness 

measure, and as a measure of simple justice. Rot a ll
i

action ceased, however, on the legislative front. The
i
| Reed-Wainwright Universal Draft measure was introduced in 

Congress to achieve the purposes of the Legion and Senator 

D ill of Washington submitted a resolution calling for a
i
constitutional amendment to carry out the universal draft

in time of war. Senator Dill* s resolution ran as follows:

Congress shall have the power, in time of war, to 
I take private property for public use and for purposes of

i! 29. Annual Reports, 1930, pp. 182-183; Congressional
j; Record, 69th Congress, 1st Session, Vol. 68, part 1, 1927, 
j p. 689.

:! 3 0 . Annual Reports, 1950, p. 184; Congressional Record,
I 71st Congress, 1st Session, Vol. 71, part 2, 1929, 
j  p. 1693.
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national defense, and to fix  the compensation for the same, 
or to take private property without compensation by de
claring the same to be necessary for the purposes of 
national defense.31

The Legion was particularly pleased with a ll  these

actions taking place and i t  reported in regard to the Snell

Resolution as follows:

Thus, after eight years of constant effo rt, the Amer
ican Legion has gained i ts  f i r s t  objective—and the Ameri- 
Scan Legion always takes i ts  objectives—its  fight for 
|justice, equal service for a ll and special p rofit by none 
|in time of war, w ill be won in the end.32

| j  The War Policies Commission, created by the Snellij

Resolution, held hearings from time to time beginning 

March 5th and ended June 1st, 1931. Leaders from all 

walks of life  were heard including Commander OfNeil of the 

Legion, past national commander Paul V. McNutt, Newton D. 

Baker, Bernard M. Baruch, Daniel Willard, Howard E. Coffin, 

Philip A. S. Franklin, Leonard P. Ayers, Augustus H. Gris-

jjwold, General Palmer B. Pierce, Commander John M. Hancock,

i|
|Eugene Myer, Major General C. C. Williams, Richard H. 

lAishton, Admiral Samuel McGowan, George M. Peck and others.
Ij
jSeven other individuals who had made a special study of 

!the question of universal service in war time were also

I 31. Annual Reports, 1930, p. 185; Congressional
jRecord, 71st Congress, 1st Session, Vol. 71, part 2, 1929, 
p. 1693.

32. Annual Reports, 1930, p. 186.
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invited to give testimony. They were: Colonel Charles B. 

jRobbins, William Green, Arthur J. Lovell, Komer L. Fer- 

jguson, General Douglas MacArthur, Frederick H. Payne and 

I Senator Smith W. Brookhart. The Legion was extremely well 

j satisfied  with the testimony of these people, but as to 

!the pacifist groups who appeared at their own instance, 

l i t t l e  was said. The brevity of the report was exceeded 

: perhaps only by disgust at the pacifists when the report 

:stated:

; (The pacifists) argued that preparation for a univer-
j sal draft in  time of war is  useless, for as we have r a t i 
fied  the Kellogg-Briand Pact, why talk about taking the 

! profits out of war when there can be no future war?3 3

On March 3, 1932, the War Policies Commission made 

i t s  report to the President and this was transmitted to 

Congress on March 7, 1932. I t  recommended four leg isla

tive steps, namely, that the government should have author

ity  to f ix  prices at the inception of war; that 95 per cent 

of a ll war incomes above normal be confiscated so that 

funds escaping the freezing of prices would be diverted 

back to paying the cost of war; and that a constitutional 

amendment specifically giving to Congress the authority
I
to control prices in war-time should be submitted to the

33. Annual Reports, 1931, pp. 212-213.
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states.34
The next major step toward enactment of universal 

draft legislation as far as the Legion was concerned came 

April 12, 1932, when the Senate adopted the Nye-Vandenberg 

Resolution, creating a special committee to review the 

findings of the War Policies Commission, investigate war 

profiteering, to inquire into the desirability  of creating 

a government monopoly of the manufacture of munitions, and 

to conduct other inquiries into the Legion’s universal 

d raft proposal*3 3  This resolution, out of which grew the 

expos^ by the Nye investigating committee of activ ities 

of munitions makers, o fficially  gave credit to the Legion 

for the entire undertaking by stating in i ts  t i t le  that 

i t  was approved in response "to the long-standing demands 

of American war veterans speaking through the American
>7/>

Legion for legislation to take the profits out of war."

The Legion was hopeful that this committee would make 

sufficient disclosures which would "arouse the people, 

make a profound impression upon the nation, and provide 

a powerful stimulus in public sentiment for enactment of

34. The National Legionnaire, January, 1935, pp. 1 
and 8 *

35. Annual Reports, 1934, p. 201; Congressional 
Record, 72nd Congress, 1st Session, Vol. 75, part 10, 
(May “23, 1932), p. 10972.

36. The National Legionnaire, January, 1935, pp* 1 
and 8 .
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the Universal Draft*

Apparently the Legion*s wish was being fu lfilled , 

when, on April 9, 1935, the House passed the McSwain B ill 

embodying the Legion* s universal draft proposals. The 

purpose of the b il l  as stated was: "To prevent profiteer

ing in time of war, and to equalize the burdens of war 

and thus provide for the national defense, and promote 

peace.t!̂  When this b i l l  reached the Senate, i t  was 

referred to the Munitions Committee. On May 3, this 

committee reported i t  back to the Senate, striking out 

the four-page House b i l l  and substituted a voluminous 

b il l  containing 218 pages. 9̂ Because of i ts  military and 

taxing features, i t  was referred to the m ilitary and tax

ation committees for further study and to be acted on the 

next session of the Senate in 1936.

The Legion was able to report that more “legislative 

progress has been made during the past year (1935) on 

universal draft legislation than in the combined thirteen

37. Annual Reports, 1934, p. 201.

38. Congr essional Record, 74th Congress, 1st Session, 
Vol. 7 9 , part 5, 1935, pp. 4953-4968; 5033-5075; 5155- 
5173* 5178—5202; 5247—5250; 5333—5334.

3 9 . Congressional Record, 74th Congress, 2nd Session, 
Vol. 80, part 9, 1936, p. 9191.
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! years which have elapsed since the Legion took up the fight
j
| for this just principle at i ts  Kansas City convention in 

1921."40

| Th R. 0* T. C. program in land-grant colleges and uni-

versities has always come in for attention by the Legion* 

Since this is an important program for training officers,

, the Legion is anxious to see this work expanded and made
;

i more effective as an integral part of i ts  universal draft 

program. The Legion is interested also, because of the 

annual pacifist demonstrations on campuses of anything 

that smacks of militarism. The Legion sees in these demon-
i

j strations a deliberate attempt to sabotage that part of its  

! national defense and security programs. In the in terest 

of th is phase of i ts  program the Legion seeks out people 

j  who are favorable and has them appear before Senate and
i
1 House committees to offer testimony. On June 3, 1936,

| the Nye-Kvale B ill was introduced for the purpose of with- 

| drawing federal funds from any school, college, or univer- 

| sity  which maintains compulsory m ilitary training. Conse

quently, the Legion was instrumental in having Dr. William
!
i  0. Thompson, President Emeritus of Ohio State University,

1 to appear before the Senate Military Affairs Committee
i
j and offer testimony favoring military training in colleges

40. Annual Reports, 1935, p.238.
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and universities. While favoring m ilitary training, he 

went on to point out the objections that individuals and 

groups made to this type of training in our schools. These 

objections were lis ted  as follows:

F irs t, that i t  is not required by the act of 1862; 
second, that such education fosters militarism which is 
not in harmony with American ideals; third, that the 
sp ir it  of compulsion is out of harmony with the sp ir it 
of modern education; f if th , that the practice assumes 
the probability of future wars, and is out of harmony 
with the present trend of thought in American l i f e .

The Legion opposed the Nye-Kvale B ill on the ground 

that such a proposal, if  enacted into law, would be uncon

s titu tio na l. The Legion stated further that this program 

for training reserve officers was established in the presi

dency of Abraham Lincoln and if  discontinued would deal a 

crippling blow to national defense. The b i l l  was not

reported out of committee, and the Legion fe lt  that its
42opposition had much to do with this committee action.

The Senate committees considering the McSwain Bill 

in 1936 were unable to work out a satisfactory compromise 

j to suit a l l  factions in taking the profits out of war. 

Senator Nye1 s Munitions Committee had amended i t  too 

radically to have the Senate accept i t .  The subcommittee

4 1 . Hearings Before a Subcommittee of the Committee 
on Military Affairs, United. States Senate, 74th Congress, 
2nd Session on S. 5509, June 2, 3, and 4, 1956, pp. 291- 
296; Annual Reports, 1936, p. 198.

42. Annual Reports, 1936, p. 198.
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dealing with the tax side of the b il l  was determined to 

relax the proposed taxes in order to keep alive the p ro 

f i t  motive” in war time industry. Ho b i l l  was reported.43 

! Xn 1937, the Legion proposals on universal service
I
j were embodied in the Sheppard-Hill B ill, which was written 

| in  borad general language leaving the administrative de

ta ils  to the President and executive departments con

cerned, but fu lly  embodying the purposes of universal 

service. As summarized by the Legion* s National Legisla

tive Committee, the measure proposed, upon the declaration 

of war, to do these things, quoted as follows:

1. Authorize the President to determine and publicly 
proclaim prices.

2. Authorize the President to make adjustments when 
necessary by public proclamation.

3* Authorize the drafting of the Nation* s man power 
between the ages of 21 and 31, subject to such conditions,

! exemptions, rules, and regulations as the President may 
prescribe.

4. Authorize the taking into the m ilitary establish
ment as civilians any persons engaged in the management 
or control of industrial or manufacturing establishments 
designated by the President.

5. Authorize the licensing of those classes deter
mined by the President as necessary for the successful 
prosecution of the war.

6. Authorize the fixing of priority  in which orders 
may be f ille d  by any manufacturer, dealer, producer, 
exporter, importer, or public service in the United

: States.
7. Fix a tax for the duration of the emergency of 

95 per cent of a ll  income above the previous three-year 
average, with proper adjustments for capital expenditures

' for war purposes by existing or new industries.
8. Fix a penalty of $100,000 or one year in ja i l ,  or 

both, in the discretion of the court for violation.

^3. Annual Reports, 1936, pp. 206-207
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9. Give the President power to create agencies, 
hoards, and commissions and to employ necessary personnel 
to carry the purposes of the act into e ffec t . 4 4

The Sheppard-Hill B ill was introduced in both houses 

of Congress and hearings were conducted. On April 9,

1937, the Senate Military affairs Committee voted to re

port the h i l l  favorably but recommended that the b i l l  go 

to the Senate Finance Committee for consideration of the

I taxing feature. On May 12, 1937, the House Military 

Affairs Committee recommended the removal of the man-power 

drafting provision and changed the taxing provision so that 

the Treasury Department would be able ”to make a continuing 

study of war profits taxation and be in position to recom

mend this form of taxation upon the outbreak of war.”

In 1938, Congressman Lister H ill of Alabama was elec

ted to the United States Senate and he was succeeded as
j
!Chairman of the Military Affairs Committee of the House
i
by Congressman Andrew May of Kentucky. The Sheppard-Hill

!
; B ill was amended and became the Sheppard-May Bill* This 

b i l l  was reported out of the House Military Affairs Com

mittee when President Roosevelt in his special message, 

asked for a law to end profiteering . 45  Along with the b il l

4 4 * Annual Reports, 1937, p. 218; Annual Reports, 
1941, pp. 295-296.

4 5 . Congressional Record, 75th Congress 3rd Session, 
Vol. 83, part 2, January 28, 1938, pp. 1215-1216.
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was filed  a minority report by Congressmen Maverick, Kvale 

and Andersen in which they said some very harsh things*

They reported as follows:

(The Sheppard-May Bill) is  dishonest because i t  does 
none of the things i t  says i t  does* I t  takes absolutely 
no profits out of war, equalizes no burdens and does not 
promote peace. This is a draft of human labor* I t  is a 
blank check written In advance for an executive to con
script every person, man, woman at will and wholly upon 
whatever rules and regulations he may proclaim* There is 
not a line nor a word in the measure that in any way curbs 
profiteering. Should war come, Congress might as well le t  
i t s  halls be burned, go home and be prepared to be called 
occasionally for a speech in some opera house. The b ill  
is  the stuff of which Hitlers are made and the liberties  
of a free people lost*4®

In the debates on this b i l l ,  Congressman Maverick said that 

i t  was "an absolute fake and fraud on the American people. 

I t  does not do anything but s t i r  up the war fever. I t  

does more harm than good."4^

In 1938, 'more interest was being centered In the war 

profits b i l l ,  neutrality  legislation, war referendum (the 

i Ludlow Amendment) the Connally War Tax B ill and the Lee 

j; B ill on national defense. Consequently, the Legion offi- 

c ia ls, after holding conferences with War Department
i |

; o ffic ia ls , did not push introduction of the universal

46* "Is the Legion Being Deluded?" in Christian 
Century, March 9, 1938, pp. 307-308.

4 7 # Congressional Record, 75th Congress, 3rd Session, 
Vol. 83, part 2, February 24, 1938, pp. 2392-2393.

i
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draft b ill*  However, the Legion reaffirmed its  universal 

m ilitary service resolution in i ts  national conventions 

in Cleveland in 1936,48 in New York in 1937,49 and in Los 

Angeles in 1 9 3 8 , to keep the home front—its  state de

partments, posts and legionnaires--informed and alerted
i
|so as to apply the pressure on Congress when their univer

sal service h il l  was introduced again. ̂

In 1940, following a 11 phoney war" through the winter 

in Europe, military operations speeded up, resulting in 

the Nazis conquering Holland, Belgium, Luxemburg and
i
France. There was fear that even Great Britain would fa ll  

, to the Germans. With such a possibility coming true, the 

security of the United States would be endangered. So 

j  chief in terest in Washington was centered on national de- 

| fense. Selective Service and other legislation were
f
j, enacted and the Legion accepted these actions as the

j practical fulfillm ent of i ts  universal service proposals
!
 ̂ as. is to be seen in the report which follows:
ji
; The Legion may now take fu ll  credit for having laid
* the groundwork for the universal service plan that has

1 48. Annual Reports, 1937, p. 218.

j 49. '‘Legion Overwhelms New York" in Scholastic, Vol.
I 31, October 9, 1937, p. 13.

| 50. Annual Reports, 1938, p. 227; The National
I Legionnaire, October, 1938, pp. 1 and 2.

! Annual Reports, 1939, p. 273.
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been thrown together hastily  in a hodgepodge of execu
tive orders and piecemeal legislation. The Legion, 
throughout i t s  existence, called upon the Congress and 
upon the public to make certain such a plan was enacted 
and ready for the time when i t  would be needed. Unfor
tunately, however, time passed and i t  was not until the 
emergency was upon us that officials hurriedly tried to 
throw the plan together. But the fac t that i t  is  now 
adopted, in practically every phase, displays the wisdom 
of the Legion in having advocated i t  and in attempting 
to have i t  enacted into law years ago*52

Except for a resolution to make Selective Service, 

which was enacted in 1940, permanent, the Legion did not 

press too strongly for enactment of universal service 

during the war years. I t  did, however, try to keep i ts  

plan before legionnaires and the public generally by 

explaining the program to show the advantages that would 

accrue to the participants and to the nation i ts e lf . This 

plan would require young men Just graduating from high 

school, or when they reach college age, to have a year 

of m ilitary training, but they could do so In a bracket 

of four or five years. The young men of the nation would 

live a wholesome, out-of-door life  and receive training 

that would equip them not only to defend the nation in 

time of war, but would benefit them physically, mentally 

and morally to serve as good American citizens in time of 

peace. Young Americans would acquire a knowledge of taking 

care of themselves in camp l ife , where habits of accuracy,

52* Annual Reports, 1941, p. 295
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obedience to constituted authority, thoroughness and

promptness would be inculcated. They would learn leader

ship and teamwork. They would learn to recognize no 

standard of excellence save merit in placing the poor 

boy along side of the rich boy in ,a way in which he learns 

to respect the other for what he is actually worth through 

his ab ility  to do things. The government of the United 

States would be satisfied  to train  young men as a worth

while investment in good citizenship, for out of such a 

program, five benefits would accrue to the nation. These 

were stated to be as follows;

| F irs t, Universal training w ill, within a few years,
create so great a body of effective reserves that this 
nation will be forever safe from attack. Second, when 

j every young American reaches the age to enjoy the right 
to vote, to contract, to inherit property, to own proper- 

I  ty, to engage in business, to be entitled to the protec- 
| tion of his person through law, to free speech, to free- 
| dom of religion, to choice of occupation, to unemploy- 
j ment insurance, to workmen's compensation and to the 
! thousands of other benefits and privileges conferred by 
| American citizenship, has earned those rights and 
I privileges by training to defend them, he will have a 
greater appreciation of their worth. Third, national 

j discipline will reduce the commission of crime. Fourth,
I national health will be benefitted. F ifth, unemployment 
| w ill be reduced.53
r

| In 1946, when the war emergency expired, Selective

Service became inoperative and the Legion began its

53. The national Legionnaire, December, 1947, p. 12; 
"The American Legion" in Congressional Digest, Vol. 20, 
August-September, 1941, pp. 209-211.
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campaigning for universal service. Recognizing the 

failure of Russia to co-operate in establishing peace 

after World War XX, the Legion took the position that 

j ”we must have peace-time conscription to keep up our 

commitments and carry on until a real peace is made.

This has apparently been hard for average Americans to 

j! swallow, and hard for Congress to accept as i ts  duty in 

j an election year.'*54

In the final session of the 80th Congress, 1947-1948, 

the Legion put forth i ts  greatest efforts to have Congress 

enact i ts  program of universal military service. Noting 

that public opinion polls were 70 per cent favorable to 

universal service, passage would have been certain were I t  

I not for the 11 duty-shirking and po litica l cowardice” of the 

i leadership of the House and Senate ”because this Is an 

j election year.” The Legion1s national Commander, James 

| F. O’Neil, and Its  National Legislative Representative, 

John Thomas Taylor, were b itte r  when they named and blamed 

! Speaker of the House, Joe Martin, Representative Charles 

Halleck, Republican floor leader, Representative Leslie 

Arends, Republican whip, Chairman Leo E. Allen, House 

j Rules Committee, Representative Clarence Brown, Senator 

i Taft1 s ”voice” in the House, and Chairman Chan Gurney of

54. The National Legionnaire, May 20, 1948, p. 9.
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the Senate Armed Services Committee for 11 this selfish and

un-American procedure*1 in refusing to allow the b ills  to

be reported to their respective houses for consideration?5

So b itte r  was Commander O’Neil that he advocated calling

Congress back in special session to enact i ts  b i l l  into

law, because Congress !1 knows deep in i ts  heart that this

is  the proper appraoch to security.11

With both Democratic and Republican candidates for

the Presidency and their respective platforms favorable,

the Legion cast i ts  hopes on the 81st Congress for enacting
57i ts  universal service program.

Geneva Gas Protocol 

One of the items called for in the Legion’s program of 

national defense was research in general and especially the 

development of the Chemical Warfare Service to be sure that 

the United States would not be le f t  behind other nations in 

this important work* In this scientific age, a nation’s 

chance to exist is  determined to a great extent by its  

ab ility  to defend i ts e lf  against new weapons of warfare. 

Such a weapon of warfare that was used for the f i r s t

55. The National Legionnaire, March 1948, p. 1.

56. The Chicago Sun-Times, June 27, 1948, p. 62.

57. Chicago Herald-American, June 27, 1948, p. 4.
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time in World War I was that of poison gas. I t  was the 

discovery by the B ritish secret service that Germany was 

going to use this v/eapon that made i t  possible for the 

Allies to protect themselves better than if  i t  had been 

used as a complete surprise to them. The use of this gas 

was done in spite of the fac t that in 1899 at The Hague, 

Germany, France, Great Britain, Austria-Hungary, Russia 

and Japan had entered into a solemn agreement **to abstain 

from the use of projectiles the whole object of which is 

the diffusion of asphyxiating or deleterious gases,*1 and 

again in 1907 at the same place, these same powers entered 

into a contract forbidding the employment of ^poison or 

poi sonou s arms. n ®®

After the ending of World War I there were efforts at 

disarmament with the hope of eliminating war or lessening 

i ts  effects. There had been the Washington Naval Dis

armament Conference of 1921-1922 to lim it competition In 

naval armaments. In 1926 there was called at Geneva, 

Switzerland, a conference for the purpose of discussing 

and arriving at some definite understanding on interna

tional trade in arms and ammunition. Congressman Theodore

S. Burton of Ohio was Chairman of the United States delega

tion to this conference. There was included in the l i s t

58. Annual Reports, 1926, pp. 101-103.
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of arms and ammunition, chemicals and gases for war pur- 

| poses. The smaller powers attending the conference ob- 

i jected to the inclusion of these items in the agenda.

■ However, Mr. Burton produced a separate memorandum pro

viding for the elimination of chemical warfare in i ts  

entirety  and was successful in getting through a protocol 

! doing away with chemical warfare by a ll countries which 

| would ra tify  i t .  The conference was called for controlling 

j  International trade in arms and ammunition, but chemical 

: warfare was another matter. The treaty to be signed by 

[nations pledging themselves not to use poison gas was the 

; Geneva Gas Protocol.

This treaty was submitted to the United States Senate 

; for i t s  consideration and ra tifica tion  and many organiza- 

i tions and individuals appeared before the committee holding 

I hearings to voice their support or objections to the pro

posed treaty. .Among those for the protocol were eight

i women* s organizations which had been called to meet in
i i

| Washington by Carrie Chapman Catt during the week that the 

|| treaty was being discussed. The women* s meeting was for 

! the purpose of discussing 11 The Cause and Cure of War.11 

j Their lobbyists were active with members of the Senate to

s! get ra tifica tio n  of the protocol.
i |
i The Legion was amongst the organizations opposing

, j

I ra tifica tio n . I ts  lobbyist, John Thomas Taylor, led the
'I

I Legion*s figh t. Feelings ran high. Charges and counter
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charges were made In the hearings. One of the charges 

made was that the head of the Legion lobby was serving as 

treasurer of an association which was carrying on propa

ganda to defeat the Geneva Protocol.59

There were three main arguments used against its  

ra tifica tio n  by the Legion. F irst was the argument of 

gas as an effective weapon in warfare. nGas proved to be 

a highly effective weapon during the World War (I) . Thirty 

per cent of the American . . .  battle casualties were gas 

casualties, leaving for a ll other weapons combined, such 

as r if le  f ire , machine guns, a rtille ry  high explosives, 

bayonets, hand grenades, land mines, and airplane bombs, 

only seventy per cent. Yet, only two per cent of the 

casualties of the other arms died—a death ratio  in favor 

j of gas, on a casualty basis, of twelve to one.

Second, was the argument of humaneness. Here i t  was 

argued that war is  not humane, with or without gas, and 

Taylor quoted from a report adopted by the Association of
i
| Military Surgeons of October 16, 1926, to the effect that 

”the use of poisonous gases in war is  more humane and less 

destructive ( ita lic s  theirs) of human life  than other 

methods of warfare.”

The third argument was the impossibility of enforce-

5 9 . Scribner* s Magazine, Vol. 90, August, 1931,
•o. 181; CongressIonal Record, 69th Congress, 2nd Session,
1926, p. 226.
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ment. "The history of warfare shows conclusively that 

where the national unity of a nation is threatened, that 

nation will make use of every effective weapon at i t s  

command, regardless of agreements to the contrary.1160 

| Fortified with resolution of the Omaha and Philadel

phia conventions of 1925 and 1926, the National Commander 

of the Legion called on President Coolidge and stated the 

Legion1s opposition to the ra tifica tion  of the Geneva Gas 

Protocol. Furthermore, the Vice Chairman of the National 

Legislative Committee of the Legion wrote every Senator a 

le tte r  to the effect that this treaty should be rejected. 

After three days of debate Senator Borah recommitted the 

treaty to his Committee on Foreign Relations. The treaty 

was never ra tified .

The Kellogg Peace Pact and Navy Construction 

' The Washington Naval Armaments Conference of 1921-
jj j  1922 assigned a 5-5-3 ratio  for the United States, Great 

j! Britain and Japan for capital ships (battle ships andM

j !  battle  cruisers), but placed no limitation upon the build-
f j
ji ing of scout cruisers under 10,000 tons carrying 8-inch 

|| guns. After the ra tifica tion  of this treaty Great Britain

i 60. Congressional Record, 69th Congress, 1st Session,
1: Vol. 68, part 1, 1927, p. 225; Annual Reports, 1925, pp.
j| 121-122; Annual Reports, 1926, pp. 101-103.

j  61. See Appendix,
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and Japan constructed these speedy scout cruisers, which 

were rated next in importance to the capital ships, and 

were v ita lly  necessary to f le e t operations and in connec

tion with commerce in the event of an emergency.

Of these scout cruisers Great Britain had built 40 

and was building 14 with 332,000 to ta l tonnage, Japan had 

b u ilt 19 and was building 6 with 156,000 total tonnage, and 

the United States had b u ilt 10 and was building 5 with 

i 125,000 total tonnage. England had almost three times

| the ra tio  in scout cruiser tonnage and Japan actually
i  go
| exceeded the United States.

j  I t  was an attempt to correct this situation that

prompted President Coolidge to call the three-power Geneva 

j Conference for the further lim itation of naval armament.
i
i  When the delegates met on June 20, 1927, such conflicting

proposals were submitted by the United States, Great

Britain and Japan that agreement to further limitation of
6 3naval armaments was impossible.

After the failure of the Geneva Three-Power Naval 

! Limitation Conference of 1927, president Coolidge recom- 

I mended to Congress a naval building program which would 

| bring the United States up to parity with Great Britain.

* This program called for 71 ships of a ll types with emphasis

62. Annual Reports, 1927, pp. 129-130.

63. Annual Reports, 1927, pp. 130-133.
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on cruisers and a ircraft carriers at a to tal cost of

#740,000,000. The Legion welcomed this reversal of the

administration particularly on the construction of fa s t
64

scout cruisers. But at that time a new element came 

into the picture: the Kellogg-Briand Peace Pact was up 

for ra tifica tio n  or rejection in the Senate.

In  April, 1928, as a result of discussions between 

Secretary of State of the United States, Frank B. Kellogg, 

and the Minister of Foreign Affairs of France, Aristide 

Briand, President Coolidge directed Secretary Kellogg to 

propose to the nations of the world that they should enter 

into a binding agreement that they 11 solemnly declare in 

the names of their respective peoples that they condemn 

recourse to war for the solution of international contro

versies, and renounce i t  as an instrument of national 

policy in their relations with one another11 and to settle 

a ll disputes or conflicts trby pacific means.n When the 

Legion held I ts  convention in San Antonio, i t  was faced 

with i t s  own position on the treaty. Of course, being a 

loyal, patrio tic organization, i t  could not very well 

oppose an announced policy of the government. Supporting 

the naval construction for national defense, which was 

being made to appear to be a war program, and supporting 

the Kellogg Briand Peace Pact would appear to be supporting

64. Annual Reports, 1928, p. 117.
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I war measures and peace programs at the same time. When 

| the convention had considered the terms of the treaty, i t  

j defined the Legion's attitude toward i t  and Is quoted as 

jfollows:

I We indorse the principles expressed in the recently
j approved m ultilateral treaty outlawing war as an Instru- 
! ment of national policy, but we desire that the American 
Legion make i t  clear to our people that the approval of 

I this treaty does not, in any way, guarantee peace, and 
does not, therefore, permit of any reduction In the very 
modest m ilitary establishment maintained by our nation 
for purely defensive purposes.65

j  A wave of pacifism struck the country and the imme

diate resu lt was that the naval construction program was 

I cut from the proposed 71 ships to 16--15 cruisers and one 

| a irc ra ft carrie r—at a total cost of #274,000,000. The 

I organizations supporting the Kellogg-Briand Peace Pact 

did what the Legion suspected—used the strategy of getting 

| the pact ra tified  and then used ra tification  as an argument 

i to defeat the naval construction program. I t  became a pro- 

! blem as to vhich would be considered f i r s t  in the Senate — 

j the pact or the construction b il l .  The pressure became
i
j so great that just before the Senate recessed for the
i
l! Christmas holidays in 1928 a compromise was reached. When 

j Congress was to reconvene on January 3, 1929, the cruiser 

b i l l  became the unf Inished business on the legislative 

■ calendar while the treaty became the unfinished business

65. Annual Reports, 1929, p. 224.
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on the executive calendar. The treaty was ra tified  

January 15 and the cruiser h i l l  became law February 13, 

1929.

| But those favoring national defense for the United
|j
;j States have learned that authorizing the building of
it
j i ships by Congress and seeing them slide down the ways are 

jjtwo very different matters. Shortly after President 

j Coolidge signed the b il l  to add to the naval strength of 

jthe United States, Herbert Hoover became President. After 

|iproclaiming the Kellogg Peace Pact, he announced that Prime
ij
|Minister Ramsay MacDonald was v isiting the United States 

;for the purpose of discussing naval disarmament. To show 

hthe good intentions of the United States, President Hoover 

suspended construction on nine cruisers that were to have
i.
been b u ilt in 1929, 1930 and 1931, thus leaving only six 

j  to be constructed in those years. This brought a quick 

j  rebuke from the National Commander of the Legion, Paul V.
i

^McNutt, who wired President as follows;

I Our lost parity can be regained by only two methods,
I which are continued cruiser building by America or ex- 
! tended cruiser scrapping by Great Britain or by a combin
ation of these methods. I t  would seem therefore, that a 

idrastic scrapping program of British cruisers should be 
i inaugurated as proof that they concede us actual cruiser 
' parity before America suspends construction on our cruiser 
program . . . .  The Legion is not questioning at this time 

! the authority of the Chief Executive to suspend eons true- 
tion on three of the five cruisers, although the United



www.manaraa.com

201

States has not become signatory to any international cc 
agreement for the further lim itation of naval armament.

President Hoover replied to Commander McNutt*s telegram, 

and is quoted as follows:

I am glad to have your assurance that the American 
Legion supports the policy of parity for our navy with 
that of Great Britain . . . • Competitive building has 

j been in progress on both sides since the Great War, and 
we have arrived only at disparity, not parity. I t  creates 

I burdensome expenditure, a constant stream of suspicion, 
i l l  will and misunderstandings. Moreover, by constant 
expansion of naval strength we cannot fa i l  to stimulate 
fear and i l l  will throughout the rest of the world toward 
both of us, and thus defeat the very purposes which you 
have so well expressed • • . . I fear you have been mis
informed as to the actual problems that lie  before us if  

I we are to succeed in such a negotiation, for they are far 
| more d ifficu lt than can be solved by the simple formula 
! which you suggest.6?

| Shortly after this set-back in its  defense effo rts,

j the Legion took stock of i ts  ten years of activity in 1929

i with the hope of correcting its  failures in preventing re-)

ductions in the f le e t of the United States or to get con

struction completed. There was the recognition that one
j

; of the big d ifficu lties  lay in the official delegations

| selected to represent the United States in international
il
; conferences. Too often, the Legion fe l t ,  these delegates 

! were too pac ifis tic , too anti-war and likely to surrender

| 66. Annual Reports, 1929, p. 145; "Is the Legion a
i Menace?" in The Christian Century, Vol. 46, October 16, 

1929, pp. 1271-1272.

67. Annual Reports, 1929, p. 146.
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too much for what they would get in return. Legionnaires 

saw the reduction of armaments and the elimination of war 

as an ”ideal that is only for the future” and having the 

effect of interfering with what i t  considered proper 

national defense. In order to fo resta ll United States 

delegations from going too far in disarming, the Legion 

in i ts  Louisville convention in 1929 recommended tfto the

President that at a ll international peace, disarmament

or similar conferences Involving the question of national

security in which this country is a participant or has an

observer, o fficial or otherwise, the American Legion be

accorded a representative at such international confer- 

68©nee s.

Although the Legion did not have an observer at the 

London Naval Disarmament Conference in 1930, i t  urged 

ra tifica tion  of the treaty which limited the size of 

navies un til 1936 and eliminated competitive building in 

so far as the United States, Great Britain and Japan were 

concerned. lien the Senate ra tified  the London Treaty on 

July 21, 1930, the Legion went on record to the effect 

that ”I t  may be presumed that the London Naval Treaty

68. Congressional Record, 70th Congress, 1st Session, 
Vol. 69, part 4, 1928, p. 4605; Annual Reports, 1930, pp. 
271-272.
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(was) not in conflict with the requirements of a policy 

of sound national defense.'1̂

By 1931 i t  began to appear to the Legion that i t  would 

be the twenties a ll over again in i ts  defense efforts. Con

sequently, a campaign was begun to get Congress to build up 

the navy to the strength permitted by the London Naval 

Treaty* Such building was urged to be completed by 1936 

i f  the United States was to maintain parity* But the de

pression was not loosening its  grip and in the short session 

of Congress no legislation for national defense was enacted. 

This was irksome to the Legion and its  National Defense 

| Committee spoke more pointedly and is quoted as follows:

World peace and world disarmament are one thing, and 
|| the precipitous and voluntary disarmament of a nation is 
| another. For the United States to disarm now or at any 
I other time before other nations likewise disarm, is a 
' project to which the American Legion is unshakably opposed,
| The American Legion is opposed to disarmament of the United 
I States either for purposes of economy or as a claimed means 
1 to bring about world peace, or as an example, which i t  is
: hoped by some, other nations will follow that we believe
| in adequate m ilitary and naval preparedness for the de- 

fense of the United States as the best guarantee of peace.

The Legion1s policy, 1921 to 1931, was that of trying

I to get Congress to build up the United States flee t to 

i treaty strength as well as to get the other units of

69. Annual Reports, 1930, pp. 264 and 271-272.

70. Annual Reports, 1931, pp. 277-278; Annual 
Reports, 1933, p. 406.
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adequate national defense strengthened. The Legion 

opposed the foreign policy of the Hoover administration of 

cutting off the construction of ships flto show the good 

intentions of the United States” toward other nations. The 

Legion, instead, would follow a foreign policy that would 

j operate from a position of strength, not weakness, recog- 

| nizing that any policy is effective in proportion to the 

j national strength to carry i t  out. This policy would 

| fo resta ll the denial on the part of the United States of 

; any effective weapons already in existence or any that
l
> might he developed. The Legion did not consider this 

! policy to be one of hostility  toward other nations, but 

! only as a safeguard to the national interests of the United 

States. This policy would be a safeguard to peace also, 

for no nation would seek trouble with the United States 

i when there was adequate force to prevent i t .  The Legion 

! met defeat on most of i ts  proposals for an adequate na

tional defense. Only in opposing ra tifica tion  of the 

i Geneva Gas Protocol was i t  successful in preventing ra ti-  

• fication. The pacifis t wave that swept the country, thel
e c o n o m y -minded administrations in Washington, the Kellogg-

i

Briand Peace Pact, the depression and the failure to 

' appraise the national defense needs in terms of true 

j world conditions a ll played a part in the failure to 

I provide adequate national defense* To the Legion, the 

' failure of the United States in keeping strong m ilitarily
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prevented strong leadership in world affajrs.

Lend-Lease and National Defense 

One of the stories that gained wide acceptance as to 

| the United States entering World V/ar I was the desire and
i

determination of munitions makers to make big profits in 

the manufacture and sale of war materials. The Nye inves- 

| tigations tended to confirm this story. "Cash and carry" 

j and neutrality  legislation were the outcome. The Legion 

j was s t i l l  in the neutrality nightmare the f i r s t  half of 

j 1940. Writing in the National Legionnaire, Raymond J.

; Kelly, the National Commander, stated the Legion position
! j  .
i in this way;

! In the minds of many, the turn of the wheel has been
! completed since we came out of war. Again the nations of 
; Europe are in the cockpit attempting to find an answer 
i through force to the questions they have not found in  the 
| peace conferences. Inevitably the question of America* s 
■ participation engages every man* s attention. Our answer 

in the Legion is that we shall avoid involvement in this 
I struggle. Neither the peace to follow these wars, nor 

the conditions facing our country, will be bettered by 
; our participation . . . .  Jhst now we advocate non-invol- 
ij vement in struggles which are not of primary concern to 
j our people.**^

[ i

j The "phoney war" of the winter of 1939-1940 gave way
'i
1 to the German conquest of Norway and Denmark In April,

! 1940. But the Legion objectives, when the National 

| Executive Committee met in Indianapolis on May 2 and 3,

71. The National Legionnaire, March, 1940. p. 6.
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were "opposition to our Involvement in the European war
7 2and mobilization of American defense." Hitler* s con- 

| quests continued with the f a l l  of Holland, Belgium,
i
! Luxemburg and France by June 17, 1940, and England had 

| lo s t heavily before and during the evacuation of Dun- 

! querque. More than half of her destroyers were sunk or

| damaged during this evacuation, most of her ground mater-

j ia l was le f t  or destroyed In France. The United States 

| was called on for aid.

The United States was confronted with the problem of 

; i ts  own security. I t  was now a question of how that could

be done best. I f  Britain f e l l ,  and H itler took over the

B ritish and French flee ts , nothing could stop him from 

invading the United States. Iso lationist and Interven- 

| tion ist groups became active, the former advocating non-

| involvement and the more extreme of the la tte r  advocating
|
i  a declaration of war against Nazi Germany. In between these 

two groups were those advocating a ll aid "short of war." 

i The main questions at issue were the exchange of over-age

■ destroyers for bases in the Atlantic and President Koose-
,!

; velt*s proposal to "se ll, transfer, lease, exchange or 

j otherwise dispose of" articles of defense to Great Britain, 

'usually referred to as Lend-Lease. On September 3, 1940,

< Tfoe National Legionnaire, April, 1940, p. 1.
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President Roosevelt announced the consummation of the 

destroyer-base deal. Congress would be called on to im

plement Lend-Lease through legislation.

The f i r s t  opportunity the Legion had to take any 

o ffic ia l action on these questions came in Its  Boston 

convention the la t te r  part of September, 1940. A resolu

tion was offered, not only favoring the destroyer-base 

deal, but a recommendation that additional a ir and naval 

bases be acquired by exchanging obsolete equipment. The 

Legion approved the action of the navy in taking over con

tro l of the Atlantic outpost of Iceland, July 7, 1940, thus 

relieving the British there and looked with favor upon the 

plan of Colonel John H. Houett, President of the Aeronauti

cal Chamber of Commerce, to use this base for a ir patrol 

of the 2,000 miles to Britain.

The Legion*s national defense program, I t  was assumed, 

appeared reasonably adequate so long as the European bal

ance of power remained. I ts  Atlantic defenses had assumed 

a strong Britain to lessen United States commitments in 

that area. The Legion*s defense program became Inadequate 

"only because a situation which formerly seemed theoretic 

and remote had become real and imminent almost over night. 

The possible missions of our armed forces have been expanded

73. Annual Reports, 1941, p. 246.
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almost beyond recognition because of events In Europe.1*

| The navy was not capable of operating simultaneously in 

| the Pacific and Atlantic against a possible coalition of
ji
;| powers and this occasioned no serious alarm u n til Germany 

j threatened the destruction of British sea power In the

| Atlantic. Vahen this possibility  threatened, a ll "the
I
| tac it assumptions on which our whole defense system was 

| b u ilt were swept away.11

! Through this exchange of destroyers for bases i t

I would be possible for the defenses of the United States

j  to extend farther from the coast lines* National Commander

Warner, in explaining the thoughts of the delegates of the

; Boston convention, is  quoted as follows;

! We want America strong enough to meet any intended
Invasion before I t  arrives and turn i t  back so that our 
homes remain in tact and our families secure. We would 
prefer to figh t outside the United States rather than 

j see any part of the United States become destroyed. No 
more costly mistake in statecraft can be made than a 

| program which envisages in i t ia l  fighting upon our contin
ental frontiers . . . .  Our present program (is) to build 
a navy with i ts  own air am capable of defending our In
terests in both the Atlantic and Pacific against any 
possible group of aggressors.'4

The Legion was strong for Lend-Lease as a method of
I

aid to Britain to make the defenses of the United States 

strong and thus avoid involvement in the war. At i ts

i Boston convention in September, 1940, Its  resolutions
I
| that "we believe that a sound national defense policy for

The National Legionnaire, December, 1940, p. 1.
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th is country requires that we should at this time give a ll 

practicable aid to Great Britain and those aligned with her 

in their fight for freedom,11 for "the United States (to) 

exercise a ll  lawful means to prevent the shipment of war 

materials to the aggressor nations11 and that we nextend to 

a l l  peoples who are resisting aggression the fu lle s t co

operation consistent with our own obligations, our secur

ity , our liberties  and our peace” were adopted after a 

hard convention floor battle

The b i l l  for advancing Lend-Lease aid was introduced 

January 3, 1941, when Congress convened for its  third 

session. In the hearings on Lend-Lease, the Legion not 

only supported this measure, but called for ”actual de li

very of the good to En g l a n d . Co n g r e s s  debated the 

b i l l  for a l i t t l e  over two months and enacted it* At the 

time the b i l l ,  bearing the curiously historical number of 

H. R. 1776, became law, March 15, 1941, the National Execu

tive Committee of the Legion held a special meeting in 

Indianapolis. At the end of I ts  two-day deliberations a 

statement was issued calling for the "delivery of a ll

Annual Reports, 1941, pp. 243-244.

76. Hearings Before the Committee  on Foreign Affairs, 
House of Representatives, 77th Congress^ 1st Session on H. 
R• 177*67 January 15, 16, 17, 18, 21, 22, 23, J24, 2-5, 29, 
1941.
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practicable aid to Great Britain and those aligned with 

her in their fight for freedom, consistent with the build

ing of our own national defense," urged upon the adminis

tration that a ll bottlenecks in defense industries be 

eliminated, and reiterated its  stand against profiteering 

in defense work.^

The United States had become the "arsenal of demo

cracy," but another problem arose—how to get the materials 

to Britain, There was no point in making war equipment 

only to allow i t  to be sunk at sea by German submarines.

President Roosevelt discussed this problem in a "na

tional emergency" fire-side chat to the nation in which he 

reasserted the American doctrine of the freedom of the seas 

and hinted strongly that proper action would be taken to 

insure safe delivery of the goods to Britain. This brought 

on warm discussions a ll summer as to what methods would be 

used to insure delivery of the goods without the United 

States being involved in the war. Specific methods of in

suring the safe delivery of goods were the patrol, escort, 

convoy or actual delivery of the goods in United States 

ships. All were discussed pro and con.

77. The National Legionnaire, March 1941, p. 1; 
Congressional Record, 77th Congress, 1st Session, Vol. 87, 
part 2, 1941, pp. 2277-2278.
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Referring to the President's fire-side chat, National 

Commander Milo J« Warner put the Legion out ahead of the 

administration on this issue. He called for the actual 

delivery of such aid and that the President *'as Commander- 

in-Chief of the armed forces employ such units of the navy 

and auxiliary forces as in his judgment may he required to 

insure the safety of American vessels and their crews hy 

guarding them against attacks from any source *11 He pro

mised Legion support on whatever action was taken to insure 

safe delivery of the goods and called on a ll Americans to 

support the President, regardless of lfpersonal prejudice, 

questions of partisanship, and selfish  interest on matters

of national defense,H upon this Hclear declaration of in ter-
78national policy.”

Before the question of convoys was settled , another 

complicating element came in for consideration. On June 

22, 1941, Germany attacked Russia, in violation of their 

non-aggression pact signed after Munich. Since the United 

States was sending Lend-Lease aid to Great Britain in her 

battle against Germany, the question was raised as to 

whether or not Lend-Lease aid should go also to Russia.

As far as the Legion was concerned, Russia and Com

munism stood for everything which the Legion detested.

78. The National Legionnaire, June, 1941, p. 9.



www.manaraa.com

212

Russia had put herself in had company when she signed the 

non-aggression pact with Germany, and in attacking Finland 

in  the winter of 1959-1940 had not shown herself to he any

i better than any other of the to ta lita rian  powers* Further

more, her agents in the United States were doing everything 

they could to destroy the American economic and govern-

| mental systems.

j The f i r s t  public statement of the Legion regarding

j Lend-Lease aid to Russia came in a Fourth of July address
\\
[ in Kansas City, en titled , "Freedom vs* Piracy." National

Lii Commander to n e r  made a telegraphic poll of the opinions
!
; of the National Executive Committee and past national 

commanders on the question of Lend-Lease aid to Russia, 

i He summarized their opinions which are quoted as follows:
j!
j A consensus of the advice X received in response to
' that inquiry may be summed up in a sentence. In no way 
| changing our attitude toward communism, the Invasion of 
J  Russia by Germany forms an occasion for the United States 
to increase and speed up her aid to Great Britain. I t  

ij enhances the necessity for getting goods delivered in 
j; volume to Great Britain now. We should not worry now 
| about aid to Russia, pro or con. We have no more of the 
essentials of war needs to spare than Britain can use as 
fa s t as we can get them to her. We can use every avail
able ship to get goods to Britain. We can produce arms 

| and munitions no faster than Britain can usefully employ 
them. When we can produce more than that, we can take 

:> time to consider if  there is better use for them than 
I In the hands of our own force s.

i. He was concerned mainly with manufacturing war materials
l|
j and getting them delivered to England. Getting them

79 . National Legionnaire, July, 1941, p. 1.
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delivered to England involved a problem with the Nazi 

threat to the freedom of the seas that had been encoun

tered many times in American history. He described this 

j Nazi threat to the freedom of the seas and to the whole

I world in the words quoted as follows:
|l
II We are convinced the Nazi threat to our freedom of
| the seas is  a step in the familiar Hitler pattern of
j terror to persuade us that he is invincible. I t  is like-
j wise a prelude to the Nazi attempt at domination of the
j western hemisphere. I t  is  wise for us therefore on this
j Fourth of July to consider a ll the lessons of our naval

history in preparing to defend actual and real indepen
dence of thought and action.®*-*

i There was no indication of a change of attitude of

| Legion leadership as to approving Lend-Lease aid to Russia

, when the national convention convened in Milwaukee In

September, 1941. The question would be determined finally

the delegate members, for there was certain to be a
ii
j resolution for such aid to be sent to Russia.
1
!i The Roosevelt administration had included Russia in

the l i s t  of nations receiving Lend-Lease aid. Recognizing 

that an unfavorable position taken by the Legion on this 

I action would not be desirable from the administration's
i
i point of view, the democratic processes were relied upon.

1 Speakers both favoring and opposing the administration's 

action appeared on the program.

In probably the most dramatic convention in Legion

80. The Milwaukee Journal, September 15, 1941, p. 1.
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I
j  history the resolution for sending Lend-Lease aid to Russia 

jwas presented. The Iso lationists forgot a ll about national 

defense and argued against aid to Russia because of their 

1 hatred of Communism. Those favoring Lend-Lease aid to 

I Russia argued that i t  was not a question of being for or 

> against Communism, but for or against a government policy 

1 and those who would obstruct the Lend-Lease act would not 

i be serving their country. A compromise was reached when

| Chairman Murphy of the Legion’s Foreign Relations Committee
!

I announced that the Americanism Commission was offering a 

! resolution voicing the Legion’s traditional opposition to 

Communism. Voting Lend-Lease aid to Russia did not mean 

i embracing Communism or I ts  activ ities in the United States. 

ijThe resolution passed by a vote of 874 to 604. (The fu ll
;j
; account of the Milwaukee Convention is given in the chapter,
i
Neutrality and Iso la tion .).

j The Legion has always maintained that a ll policies for

national defense that I t  has pursued have been to achieve 

the goal of peace. Support for Lend-Lease to Britain and

|Russia was for the purpose "of building up our national
|
defense to a point where we would be so strong that no

:j
ination would dare, or could attack us.11 I t  was a peace to
I
jbe achieved through strength, not weakness. Lend-Lease 

J came too late to achieve the kind of national defense the 

| Legion worked for, since the program was to be completed
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by 1947. Japan struck at Pearl Harbor December 7, 1941. 

National Survival then became the issue.

■ The United Nations and National Defense

The League of Nations was the f i r s t  organization on a 

jworld scale for collective security. I t  was the fu lf i l l -  

|ment of a dream of centuries to achieve world peace. When,

I and for whatever reasons, world peace was not achieved, and
ij
II World War I I  was upon the world, inevitably, another attempt 

j  would be made to set up an organization for collective se-

i curity. What the new organization could or should do 

I would be determined by the collective actions of the nations 

winning the war. Whatever I t  would do in setting up a sys-
ij
I tem of force to keep peace in the world would have a bear- 

i Ing on national sovereignty and national defense systems.
i
Looking to the future, the Legion in 1942 stated that 

■j "plans must be worked out for a concert of nations to guard 

| the peace around the globe.”®1 In 1943 at I ts  Omaha conven

tion, the Legion called for American participation in setting 

up and maintaining ”an association of free and soverign na-
ii
I tions, implemented with whatever force may be necessary to

81. The National Legionnaire, December, 1942, pp.
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op
maintain world peace and prevent a recurrence of war.11 

At the Dumbarton Oaks conference in 1944 there was pre

pared a tentative charter for this world organization to 

keep the peace of the world. At San Francisco in 1945 the 

world security conference adopted the Charter for the new 

organization to replace the defunct League of Nations and 

was called the United Nations. On July 4, 1945, National 

Commander Scheiberling wrote a ll United States Senators 

asking them to ra tify  the San Francisco Charter ”at the 

ea rlie s t date consistent with due and proper procedure.”

He cited the previous three national conventions of the
i
j! Legion voting unanimously in favor of the establishment 

of an association t!of free and sovereign nations” to main

tain  p e a c e . T h e  Senate ra tified  this Charter in the
i;
:| summer of 1945, thus making the United States a member

j

I of the United Nations along with some two score other
!i
|| nations. The United Nations became a going concern,
ji
; although not a ll of i ts  agencies have been established yet.

i !
! j

jl ike one agency of the United Nations having greatest be ar

i l  ing on national defense, the International Police Force,
Ij
j has not been created due to disagreement of the Big Five
i!

82. Newsweek, Vol. 22, October 4, 1943, pp. 45-46; 
Annual Reports, 1944, p. 251.

I 83. The National Legionnaire, July, 1945, p. 2.



www.manaraa.com

217
i
t
In the Security Council. An International Police Force 

!worthy of the name would create confidence in the United 

[Nations as a peace organization and would have the tendency 

[ to take the emphasis off of national security and rely on 

|collective security, as was intended by the designers.

! How the Legion regards problems of national defense
i j
jjalong with a functioning United Nations is  set forth here, 

j The Legion since i ts  inception has always recognized

the v ita l role of force in the community, in the sta te , in 

the nation, and in the world. I t  has never agreed to the

I pacifist goal of trying to operate a going concern from a 

status of weakness. In 1945 when feelings and hopes wereII
iso very high for the new peace organization, the Legion
J
jwas enthusiastic too* I t  placed less emphasis on national 

defense as a separate, national problem, but rather one of 

;co-operation with other nations in implementing the Charter

iof the United Nations to make i t  effective. ?£hile recog-
■ \
jnizing that f,force to stop aggression is inherent In world 

jorganization for peace,” National Commander Scheiberling 

iurged early in 1945 that the United States “be ready to 

accept i ts  responsibility to supply a large part of that

' f o r c e . T h i s  did not mean, however, any deviation
Ii
jnecessarily from the national defense program this organi- 

has sponsored so long. National Commander Scheiberling,

 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  ,  _  _

84* The National Legionnaire, May, 1945, p. 2.
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speaking for the Legion, thought of national defense in 

terms of building up a wholehearted backing for the United 

Nations ”in the knowledge that i t  will require time to 

build a firm foundation and develop a functioning organi

zation, but that i t  is  a splendid s ta rt toward in te r

national outlawing of war.11 Universal military training 

should be enacted ”as a bulwark of strength behind our 

planning at the peace table and as a safeguard for the 

future.*1 And finally , another development in the Legion* s 

national defense plans was to go back to an old suggestion 

of the organization, namely, to push ”the movement to build 

an international force of trained and career diplomats so 

America* s foreign relations will be in the hands of experts 

and i ts  foreign policies clear cut so they can be a living 

force throughout the world.*1®5 To the Legion, nthe f i r s t  

|line of defense, truly speaking, is  the State Department 

land the Diplomatic Corps. I t  is only itien they fa ll  down
i
jthat a war is on the country. I t  is then that i t  is promptly 

| turned over to the Army and Navy to fight as the la s t line 

ijof defense.”86

In 1945 also, the Legion called for maintaining the
i
flee t of the United States intact ”as a f i r s t  line of world

85. The National Legionnaire, July, 1945, p. 1;
August, 1945, p. 8; Proceedings of the Executive Committee,
11945, p. 103.

86. Annual Reports, 1936, pp. 251-253.
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defense,*1 and for the Uni ted* States to tfretain fu ll control 

of islands captured from Japan. Mr* Scheiberling consi

dered that World War XX and the peace which was to be safe

guarded by the United Nations as a flfight for freedom.11
I
And he continued th is line of thought when he said:

To fight for freedom implies possession of the tools 
and men needed for the successful conclusion of such a 
fight* We believe that the fa ith  and hope of free peoples 

! of the world will be bolstered by the knowledge that, this 
j time, the United States is ready to fight against any 

challenge to liberty  throughout the world. The Legion is 
convinced that no peace, however welcome, can long endure 
unless i t  be made secure by the nations which have won i t ;  

j nations which must be prepared in every sense to fight for 
; the rights of free men and freedom-loving p e o p l e .

I t  was not long after the end of World War II  that the 

high hopes of the United Nations to keep the peace began to 

be replaced by doubts. Peace through co-operation was beingI
, challenged and frustrated by Russian determination to domin- 

|: ate. Her schemes and designs in the sa te llite  countries 

j made peace-loving peoples everywhere question the real 

ij motives and Intentions of the Soviets. Her reluctance to 

I co-operate in setting up an effective international police
;i
| force in the Security Council did not f i t  the le tte r  nor 

| the sp ir it  of the United Nations Charter. Her refusal to
i
! agree to any effective International control of atomic 

energy made the Soviets even more suspect, to the extent

I S'?• The National Legionnaire, May, 1945, p. 2*

88. The National Legionnaire, May, 1945, p. 2.
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i t  became accepted widely that the Russians "do not want 

peace; they do not want war; they want chaos and con

fusion.11 The attitudes and actions of the Russians since 

the end of World War XX have had the effect of less stress 

being placed on collective security and more to individual
i
i and regional security, such as the Rio Pact and the North 

| Atlantic Military Alliance. When policies designed to lead 

j to peace could not progress through the United Nations, 

policies have been institu ted  outside that organization. 

Until there is a real desire and determination on the part 

! of nations to achieve peace through collective security,
I
j the Legion would place i ts  reliance on national efforts.
j
j When President Truman and Prime Minister Atlee announced 

I their policy on the atomic bomb, the Legion approved and 

! announced that "we will keep what secret we have un til we 

can make the world security position as strong as possible 

with the hope that atomic power may be used fa irly  and
i
: peacefully. Anyone who thinks that by handing Russia,
i
; for example, a ll the data on the atomic bomb, we would 

j i  once and for a ll cement friendly and peaceful understand-
i Q Q
; ings, is  blind to a hundred correlative fac ts .'1 The 

i United States must play a leading role in bringing the 

I family of nations "into the promised land of lasting 

j  peace." She can do this by marshalling "her splendid

,  _

j i  89. The National Legionnaire, December, 1945, p. 10.
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strength behind the efforts of peacemakers." And the Legion 

sees the success of the United Nations as being dependent 

on the m ilitary force of the United States. I ts  logic in 

th is conclusion is to be seen from the statement quoted as 

follows:

Any world security organization must depend for i ts  
success upon a m ilita rily  strong America. An impregnable 
America must be, therefore, the foundation upon which the 
world must build for i t s  partnership of enduring peace, 
and i t  is  the only basis on which America can plan her own 
security.90

The significance of this conclusion is this: that be

fore World War I I ,  the Legion*s national defense program 

assumed the United States to be the dominant power in the 

western hemisphere; now the United States should play the 

part of the dominant power in the world.

Conclusions

The Legion considers i ts  second most important activity 

is  to strive for an adequate national defense program for 

the United States. (Its  f i r s t  most important activity con

cerns veterans* benefits.)

While maintaining that the United States is the only 

I great nation of the world that waits un til i t  gets into war 

before i t  s ta rts  to get ready for i t ,  the Legion asserts 

that this lack of preparedness down through its  history is 

dangerous to national security, wasteful in cost and human

90. Proceedings of the Executive Committee, 1946, p. 22.



www.manaraa.com

222

l i f e  and is  a threat to world peace.

Assuming that there will he future wars the Legion is 

interested in seeing the United States stay out if  i t  can, 

but to win i f  i t  has to fight. The United States could 

probably stay out of war, i f  adequately prepared to defend 

i t s  in terests. So, preparedness for peace would sum up the

program and the goal of national defense.

Universal m ilitary training would be the basis of the 

national defense program. This would call for the con

scription of capital, labor and soldiers in order to equa

lize the burdens of war and to prevent war profiteering.

An army with sufficient equipment, a two-ocean navy, a 

stockpile of atom bombs and an air force would complete 

|the national defense program.

| The Legion supported many b ills  in the period 1922 to

j 1940 to get this program through Congress, but every time
i

was defeated by various causes—its  own lack of proper

organization at f i r s t ,  the depression, waves of pacifism,

communist activ ity , economy demands and the general indif-
j
I fere nee and lack of understanding by the American people.

I However, the organization considered the bulk of i ts  program 

as being effected through Selective Service in 1940 and 

through executive orders setting up rationing and price 

control in World War XI. In 1947 the Legion tried again 

to get i ts  universal m ilitary training program through 

Congress and failed. Propaganda and political pressure
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s t i l l  go on for th is program.

The Geneva Gas Protocol in 1926 failed ra tifica tion  In 

the Senate partly through Legion opposition. There were two 

main objections; that gas warfare was no more inhumane than 

other types of warfare and that the United States should 

not deny i ts e lf  the use of an effective weapon in case of 

war.

While favoring the ra tifica tion  of the Kellogg-Briand 

Peace Pact in 1928, the Legion opposed using i t  as an argu

ment for unilateral disarmament of the United States. Pres

ident Hoover ignored Legion requests to build up the navy 

to the 5-5-3 ra tio  as provided for in the Washington Naval 

Disarmament Conference in 1922. 

j The exchange of over-age destroyers for Atlantic naval

bases with the British and Lend-Lease to Britain and Russia
i
were favored by the Legion to provide national security, to 

keep the United States out of war and to aid national de

fense •

The Legion endorsed the United Nations as an agency to
i
j  maintain peace through collective security and even advoca

ted relying on implementing i t  for adequate national de- 

! fense. When Russia failed to co-operate in setting up an 

j international police force, the Legion reverted to its  

j previous demands for a strong national defense as the 

i surest way to safeguard American in terests. This policy 

! is  to continue as the Legion program until the desire and
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determination of nations are evident to make collective 

security work. The atomic bomb should continue to remain 

in American hands, i f  the Legion policy prevails.

The Legion approached national defense f i r s t  from a 

!national view. When the United Nations was being estab- 

| lished, the Legion approved collective security. Russian 

j sabotage in the Security Council was instrumental in forcing 

I the Legion back to a more nationalist approach to national 

S security. Whereas, down to 'world War II  the Legion’s na

tional defense program was designed to maintain the domin

ant position of the United States in the western hemis- 

i phere, now the Legion advocates a national defense program 

| that would have the United States assume the role of dom- 

'! inant power in the world.
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CHAPTER VI

ISOLATION AND NEUTRALITY 

The battle against isolation and neutrality in the 

five years preceding the Second ?forld War is  one of the 

spectacular chapters in the recent history of American 

p o litics . Prior to 1920, Isolation and neutrality had 

been closely identified with the 11 traditional American

foreign policy.11 I t  is true that this technique had failed

to keep the United States out of the French Revolutionary

■ Wars, the Napoleonic Wars and as well as the F irst World 

! War. The League of Nations, proposed by Woodrow Wilson,

meant the complete abandonment of Isolation and neutrality, 

and the adoption of a policy of close po litica l cooperation 

in opposition to aggression by warlike states. But the 

j  failure of the United States Senate, in 1920, to ra tify  the

j Covenant of the League of Nations, entailed the revival of
I
' isolation and neutrality as the keystone of American
I
■ foreign policy.

| In 1935, when the storm clouds of war again darkened
If
|j European skies, the question of isolation versus collective 

| j  security became a paramount issue before the forum of 

|l American public opinion. I t  was Inevitable that the Amer-
i i

j ican Legion should play a conspicuous role in the ensuing

I battle  over isolation.|<
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Confusion Within the American Legion 

Mussolin^s defiance of the League of Nations followed 

by the invasion of Ethiopia by the Fascist army in 1935 

found opinion within the American Legion just as confused 

as American opinion in general regarding the relation of 

the United States to the threatened war in Europe. Among 

Legionnaire leadership there were many ardent supporters of 

j  the same idealism of Woodrow Y/ilson that had led to the
i
|founding of the League of Nations. Early in the year 1935,

Frank N, Belgrano, J r ., declared:

Those who practice the theory of splendid isolation 
are smoking the opium of self-deception. They may have 
pleasant dreams for the moment, but some day they will 
awake to a nightmare of tragic reality .^

Belgrano1s speech was made in February, 1935. Barely five 

J  months la te r , the Legion repudiated the fine sentiments of 

[its Commander.

J  Alarmed by war reverberations in Europe, in August

1935, Congress hastily  attempted to modernize the neutrality 

legislation  of the United States. The Neutrality Act of 

11935 revamped previous legislation by levying: (1) an
i

j automatic embargo on the export of arms and munitions to 

belligerent countries immediately after a status of war was 

declared, (2) a prohibition of private loans to belliger

ents, (3) a prohibition against American ships entering 

the ports of belligerents or navigating war zones on the

!• The National Legionnaire, March, 1935, p. 7.
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high, seas, and (4) a prohibition against American citizens 

taking passage on the ships of belligerents

The Neutrality Act of 1935 had been an expression of 

d is tru st by the iso la tion ist and pacifist forces in Congress 

toward the President as the leader in molding foreign policy. 

The Act was a challenge to views that held the attainment 

of peace to be best achieved through international coopera

tion rather than by isolation. In St. Louis in September 

1935, less than a month after the enactment of the Neutra

l i ty  Act, the Legion was confronted with the issue raised 

by the Neutrality Act, and immediately repudiated i ts  own 

National Commander*s appraisal of neutrality  as a national 

policy and supported the new Congressional legislation.

On this occasion resort was had to the old plea that the
i

Legion as a patrio tic  organization must not support a
i
j  contrary policy to that of the government. Specifically, 

j i t  approved the neutrality legislation on the grounds 

I that the Legion wishes that the United States remain at
|ii
|peace with a ll nations of the world.1* The resolutions 

!commended the Neutrality Act and pledged rtour support to 

|the maintenance of absolute neutrality by the United States 

Government.

49 £• Statutes at Large, pp. 1081-1085.
3. Annual Reports, 1936, pp. 230-231.
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A few months la te r the Senate and House of Represen

tatives held hearings on proposed amendments to the Neutra

l i ty  Act. I t  is significant that a ll through the neutra

l i ty  period and even during i ts  repeal, the Legion did not 

ask to give, nor did i t  give, testimony at the hearings, 

relying completely on i ts  resolutions in convention to 

state i t s  position.^ As usual when opinion within the 

Legion had not crystallized, the organization limited 

action to resolutions and public statements, and at one 

stage of the battle over neutrality this organization even 

failed to enact a resolution on this aspect of policy.

After the hearings of 1935-1936 Congress added a new

i provision to the Neutrality Act in 1936 prohibiting loans
j  K
to belligerents. This second Neutrality Act was to remain 

ij in effect un til May 1, 1937. The Legion favored this act
i iii
as a continued observance of the Monroe Doctrine, and

ii■i
i |  avoiding any entanglements in European quarrels and against

! 4. Compare Hearings Before the Committee on Foreign
Affairs, United States Senate, 74th Congress, 2nd Session, 
on 3474, A Bill Providing for the Prohibition of the Export 

!' of Arms, Ammunition, and Implements of War to Belligerent 
i1 Countries; Restriction of Use of Ports by Belligerents; the
I Registration and Licensing of Persons Engaged in the Busi

ness of Manufacturing, Exporting, or Importing Arms, Ammuni
tion, or Implements of War; and Restricting Travel by 
American Citizens on Belligerent Ships During War. January 

| 10 to February 5, 1936.

i! 5. 50 U. S. Statutes at Large, pp. 121-128.
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any alliance which would draw the United States into war.6

Hearings were held again by the House on proposed 

amendments to the Neutrality Act of 1936. In the leg isla

tion that followed, two new major features were added to 

take effect on May 1, 1937. The f i r s t  of these was the 

11 cash and carry11 system for trade with belligerents under 

which these belligerents would be required to pay cash for

J purchases and merchandise to be carried in foreign ships

J  only after t i t le  had passed from American ownership. This

! system would be in effect only two years, this being re

garded as a ” tr ia l  period.” The second addition would
j
! bring warring factions in c iv il wars within a nation under
t
j the scope of the provisions of the Neutrality Act. The

* act retained provisions of the old law for mandatory em-
it
"bargoes on extension of credit and loans and on shipments

7
I j  of arms, ammunition and implements of war to belligerents.

| The Legion continued i ts  support in ’’urging the United
I
‘I States to maintain a s tr ic t  policy of neutrality regarding
|j
!| foreign affairs and further urge the United States be kept

^ e  National Legionnaire, October, 1936, p. 2.
j ;
I 7. Hearings Before the Committee on Foreign Affairs,
;j House of Representatives, 75th Congress, 1st Session, on 
|| h. J. Res. 147, To Maintain the Neutrality of the United 
ij IS tales in the Event of War or Threat of War Between or 

Amnne~Foreign Nations and H .  J. Res. 242 To Maintain the 
:| Neutrality of the United States in the Event of War 
I RpbrflAn or Among Foreign Nations, and for Other Purposes. 
| February~67~lZj 18, 19, and 257 1937.
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Q
from any alliance which might draw this country into war.,f

As previously passed neutrality  acts were amended 

shortly after their enactment, so was the attempt made to 

amend the act that went into Effect May 1, 1937. Sympathi

zers with the Loyalists in Spain and for the Chinese in 

their defense against Japan wanted changes made. The 

iso la tion ists were content to keep the neutrality leg isla

tion as i t  was. Senator Borah of Idaho was one to oppose 

change. In a radio address March 28, 1938, he stated that 

the United States should be on guard against “sentimenta

l i s t s  and dreamers” who would plunge the country Into war 

“under the attractive banner of cooperation” with other 

democracies. He contended that the theory that democra

cies can be saved through an alliance with other democra

cies Is a misleading theory and that such an alliance 

would have a ll  the vice and none of the virtues of the old 

balance of power.

Later in the year 1938, Senator Key Pittman, Chairman 

of the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations, announced 

plans for a broad reexamination of the foreign policy of 

the United States for possible revision by the next Con

gress. Nevertheless, at the ensuing Legion convention 

no resolution on neutrality was offered. The Foreign

8. Annual Reports, 1937, p. 229.

9. The Denver Post, March 29, 1938, p. 8.
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Relations Committee of the Legion, however, did make some

significant comments in the following vein:

We beg leave to say that i t  is now apparent that even 
the word “neutrality” is a relative term. I t  means one 
thing to one person and another thing to another. We have 
no particular recommendation to make at this time, but we 
do report that we consider a proper neutrality policy, 
whatever that may be, a perfectly proper part of the 
Legion* s general peace objective

The Roosevelt administration in 1938 tried to persuade

Congress to l i f t  the arms embargo and failed. On July 18,

1939 the President called for a conference at the White

| House of leaders of both major parties. Those at the
I
| Conference were the Secretary of State, Cordell Hull,
i
j  Vice-President Garner, Senator Barkley, Majority Leader,
I
| Senator Pittman, Senator McNary, Minority Leader, Senator 

i Austin and Senator Borah. President Roosevelt painted a
. j
i pessimistic picture of the international situation and

; i

j  made the administration^ position clear to the effect 

j that existing neutrality legislation should be revised 

i |  and the arms embargo lifted.^'** The Legion maintained a

I hands-off policy “In this fight for the reason that while
!l

:j we have resolutions on the subject of neutrality, appar-
i ttl2! ently we have adopted no clear-cut a ttitu d e ,” stated

j: the Chairman of the L e g i o n  Foreign Relations Committee.

j
ij — — -------------------— ----------------------------
! j  10. Annual Reports, 1938, p. 330.

11. The Memoirs of Cordell Hull, Vol. 1, pp. 641-
649* The Nation, September 17, 1938, pp. 256-257; The
N e w ' Republic, Vol. 96, October 5, 1938, pp. 228-230.

! 12. Annual Reports, 1939, p. 309.
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Tills confusion and uncertainty in the Legion had not 

vanished when the convention was held in Chicago in 1939* 

No new position was taken on neutrality , the explanation 

being that in uthe present world c ris is  world conditions 

i may change so rapidly that a pronouncement by the American
ii
Legion at this time on specific legislation might be 

wholly inadequate in the near future.*' Full confidence 

was expressed in the President and Congress and to take

one possible way out when no resolution was submitted to

the convention on neutrality , the Legion demanded that 

I "Congress continue in session during the present grave 

c r is is ,11 and "that our armed forces be expanded immedia- 

!: tely to maintain our neu tra lity .rt*^

j| The success of the to ta litarian  powers in the early

I months of 1940 convinced the Legion of the fu ti l i ty  of

I n e u t r a l i t y .  T h e  F o r e i g n  R e l a t i o n s  C o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  L e g i o n
\

! e x p r e s s e d  i t s e l f  i n  t h e  m a n n e r ,  q u o t e d  a s  f o l l o w s :

j  T h e  t o t a l i t a r i a n  p o w e r s ,  h a v i n g  p r o v e d  t h e i r  a t t i 
t u d e  t o w a r d  n e u t r a l  n a t i o n s ,  a r e ,  i n  e s s e n c e ,  n o  b e t t e r  

I t h a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  b a n d i t s ,  u n i n f l u e n c e d  b y  t h e  c u s t o m a r y  
I r u l e s  o f  h o n o r  a n d  f a i r n e s s  r e c o g n i z e d  b y  n o n - a g g r e s s o r  
I n a t i o n a l i t i e s ,  a s  e v i d e n c e d  b y  t h e i r  u n p r o v o k e d  i n v a s i o n  
! o f  C z e c h o s l o v a k i a ,  P o l a n d ,  F i n l a n d ,  N o r w a y ,  D e n m a r k ,
I H o l l a n d ,  B e l g i u m ,  Y u g o s l a v i a ,  G r e e c e ,  a n d  o t h e r  u n o f f e n -  
I d i n g  c o u n t r i e s ,  a n d  w e  s t r o n g l y  d i s a p p r o v e  o f  a n y  p o l i c y  

I  o f  c o m p r o m i s e  o r  s o - c a l l e d  a p p e a s e m e n t  i n  A m e r i c a n

1 3 .  A n n u a l  R e p o r t s ,  1 9 4 0 ,  p .  2 6 1 ;  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  R e c o r d ,  
’ 7 6 t h  C o n g r e s s ,  2 n d  S e s s i o n ,  V o l .  8 5 ,  p a r t  2 , A p p e n d i x ,
1 O c t o b e r  2 3 ,  1 9 5 9 ,  p *  4 3 7 .
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d e a l i n g s  w i t h  t h e  A x i s  p o w e r s  a n d  a p p r o v e  o n l y  a  p o l i c y  
o f  s t e r n  a n d  u n r e l e n t i n g  j u s t i c e * - ^

I t  w a s  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  e v e n t s  u p o n  t h e  L e g i o n  a n d  n o t  

a n  a n a l y s i s  o f  n e u t r a l i t y  t h a t  e x p o s e d  t h e  w e a k n e s s  o f  

t h i s  p o l i c y .  R e c a l l i n g  t h e  w a r n i n g  i n  1 9 3 5  o f  t h e  L e g i o n *  s  

N a t i o n a l  C o m m a n d e r  B e l g r a n o  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  , f t h o s e  w h o  

p r a c t i c e  t h e  t h e o r y  o f  s p l e n d i d  i s o l a t i o n  a r e  s m o k i n g  t h e  

o p i u m  o f  s e l f - d e c e p t i o n ,  T h e y  m a y  h a v e  p l e a s a n t  d r e a m s  

f o r  t h e  m o m e n t ,  h u t  s o m e  d a y  t h e y  w i l l  a w a k e  t o  a  n i g h t 

m a r e  o f  t r a g i c  r e a l i t y , 1 1  i t  m a y  h e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  L e g i o n  

h a d  n o  p l e a s a n t  d r e a m s  w i t h  n e u t r a l i t y ,  h u t  i t  d i d  a w a k e n  

t o  t h e  " n i g h t m a r e  o f  t r a g i c  r e a l i t y . 1 1  H o w  t h e s e  e v e n t s  

i n f l u e n c e d  t h e  L e g i o n  i n  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  a n d  e n f o r c e m e n t

o f  n e u t r a l i t y  a n d  h o w  t h e y  b r o u g h t  a  r e v e r s a l  i n  L e g i o n  

p o l i c y  a r e  s e t  f o r t h  h e r e .

j T h e  L u d l o w  A m e n d m e n t

T w o  o c c u r e n c e s  i n  1 9 3 7  s e r v e  t o  p o i n t  u p  L e g i o n  

p o l i c y  o n  n e u t r a l i t y .  T h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  w a s  t h e  L u d l o w  

A m e n d m e n t  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  w a s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  a p p l y i n g  t h e

j n e u t r a l i t y  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  t h e  " u n d e c l a r e d  w a r "  i n  C h i n a .

i C o n g r e s s m a n  L o u i s  L u d l o w  o f  I n d i a n a  p r o p o s e d  a  c o n s -
)
j
|  t i t u t i o n a l  a m e n d m e n t  w h i c h  w o u l d  t r a n s f e r  t h e  p o w e r  t o  

d e c l a r e  w a r  f r o m  t h e  h a n d s  o f  C o n g r e s s  t o  t h e  p e o p l e

14. Annual Reports, 1941, p. 332.

I !
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15d i r e c t .  T h i s  p r o p o s a l  h a d  b e e n  b u r i e d  i n  c o m m i t t e e  f o r  

j t h r e e  y e a r s ,  b u t  w a s  b r o u g h t  u p  a g a i n  w h e n  P r e s i d e n t  

R o o s e v e l t  m a d e  h i s  f a m o u s  C h i c a g o  a d d r e s s  o n  O c t o b e r  5 ,  

1 9 3 7 ,  t o  f t c h a l l e n g e  t h e  d e a d e n i n g  i n f l u e n c e  o f  i s o l a t i o n -l
I i s m * 1 1

j T h e  o r i g i n a l  d r a f t  o f  t h e  L u d l o w  A m e n d m e n t  w a s  s o

j e x t r e m e  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  p r o h i b i t  a c t i o n  b y  t h e  a r m e d  f o r c e s  

! o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  u n t i l  a  p o p u l a r  p l e b i s c i t e  c o u l d  b e  

h e l d ,  u n l e s s  t h e  c o n t i n e n t a l  d o m a i n  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

w a s  a c t u a l l y  i n v a d e d . I t  i g n o r e d  t h e  m o s t  e l e m e n t a r y  

I p r i n c i p l e s  o f  n a t i o n a l  d e f e n s e  a n d  r e p u d i a t e d  t h e  M o n r o e  

j D o c t r i n e *  A c  c o r d i n g  t o  I t ,  t h e  e n e m y  c o u l d  o c c u p y  t h e

I j s t .  L a w r e n c e  v a l l e y ,  V a n c o u v e r  I s l a n d  o r  t h e  l o w e r  p e n i n -
il
l | s u l a  o f  L o w e r  C a l i f o r n i a  w h i l e  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d
i

*i >7i S t a t e s  w e r e  s t i l l  d e b a t i n g  w h a t  t o  d o .

i |  T h i s  p r o p o s a l ,  c a l l i n g  f o r  a n  a m e n d m e n t  t o  t h e

i F e d e r a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  a  r e f e r e n d u m  o n  t h e
-j

( q u e s t i o n ;  M S h a l l  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  d e c l a r e  w a r  o n   ? r t ,

! 1 5 .  H e a r i n g  B e f o r e  S u b c o m m i t t e e  N o *  2  o f  t h e  C o m -
| m i t t e e  o n  t h e  J u d i c i a r y  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

S e v e n t y - F o u r t h  C o n g r e s s ,  F i r s t  S e s s i o n  o n  H .  J .  R e s *
1 1 6 7 .  P r o p o s i n g  a n  A m e n d m e n t  t o  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  

! U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w i t h  R e s p e c t  t o  t h e  D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  W a r  a n d  
i t h e  T a k i n g  o f  P r i v a t e  P r o p e r t y  F o r  P u b l i c  U s e  i n  T i m e  o f  

W a r .  S e r i a l  8 *  J u n e  1 9 ,  1 9 3 5 .

|  1 6 *  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  R e c o r d ,  7 5 t h  C o n g r e s s ,  1 s t  S e s s i o n ,
V o l .  8 1 ,  P a r t  3 ,  p p .  3 1 9 8 - 3 2 0 4 .

j. 1 7 ,  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  R e c o r d ,  7 5 t h  C o n g r e s s ,  3 r d  S e s s i o n ,
I part 9, Appendix, January 10, 1938, p. 97.
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had t h e  appearance of extending democracy in permitting 

t h e  v o t e r s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  m o r e  i n  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  s t a t e .  

The L e g i o n  was s t r u g g l i n g  h a r d  f o r  a  s t r o n g  n a t i o n a l  

d e f e n s e  p r o g r a m  a n d  s a w  t h a t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  a m e n d m e n t
I
|  w o u l d  e n d a n g e r  a n y  a t t e m p t s  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  s e c u r i t y  o f  

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  L e g i o n  o b j e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  L u d l o w  

A m e n d m e n t  w e r e  c l e a r  a n d  c o m p l e t e l y  s t a t e d  i n  i t s  r e s o 

l u t i o n .  S u c h  a  p r o p o s a l

j c o n t e m p l a t e s  a  s e r i o u s  a n d  s u b s t a n t i a l  d e p a r t u r e  f r o m  a n  
: e x i s t i n g  a n d  t r i e d  p l a n  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  i n h e r e  b y  t h e  r e s p o n -  
I s i b i l i t y  f o r  m a k i n g  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  v i t a l  d e c i s i o n s  
! a f f e c t i n g  o u r  n a t i o n  i s  r e p o s e d  i n  t h e  d u l y  c h o s e n  r e p r e -  
| s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  p e o p l e .  T h e  p r e s e n t  i s  n o  
| t i m e  t o  m a k e  a  q u e s t i o n a b l e  e x p e r i m e n t  i n  t h e  m o s t  
| d e l i c a t e  a n d  f a r - r e a c h i n g  f u n c t i o n  t h a t  a  g o v e r n m e n t  c a n  
I b e  c a l l e d  u p o n  t o  e x e r c i s e .  N o  s o u n d  r e a s o n  f o r  s u c h  a  
, |  c h a n g e  h a s  b e e n  a d v a n c e d .  I n  t r u t h ,  n o n e  e x i s t s .  T o d a y ,  
i j  m o r e  t h a n  e v e r  b e f o r e ,  w e  m u s t  e x e m p l i f y  f a i t h  a n  c o n f i -  

|  d e n c e  i n  t h e  A m e r i c a n  f o r m  o f  g o v e r n m e n t .  T h e  p r o p o s e d  
|  a m e n d m e n t  w o u l d  s e r i o u s l y  i m p a i r  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  a n d  u t i l -  
|  i t y  o f  o u r  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  S t a t e ,  t h e  f i r s t  l i n e  o f  o u r  
; n a t i o n a l  d e f e n s e .  U n d e r  i t s  t e r m s ,  t h e  e n t i r e  o p e r a t i o n  

o f  o u r  n a t i o n a l  d e f e n s e  w o u l d  b e  h e l d  i n  a b e y a n c e  u n t i l  
a  d e c i s i o n  b a s e d  o n  t h e  r e f e r e n d u m  c o u l d  b e  m a d e .  T h e  

;j  n e c e s s a r y  d e l a y  e n t a i l e d  a t  s o  c r u c i a l  a  t i m e  a n d  i n  t h e  
i ;  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  r e q u i r i n g  s u c h  a  r e f e r e n d u m  w o u l d  b e  f a t a l  

a n d  j e o p a r d i z e  t h e  s a f e t y  o f  t h e  n a t i o n .  T h e  p r o c e d u r e  
j s u g g e s t e d  .  .  •  w o u l d  b e  c u m b e r s o m e  i n  o p e r a t i o n .  P r o 

d u c t i v e  o f  d i s s e n s i o n  a n d  c o n f u s i o n  a n d  i n  t h e  f i n a l  
i '  a n a l y s i s  r e s u l t  i n  a  d i v i d e d  n a t i o n .  A t  b e s t ,  t h e  

I d e c i s i o n  w o u l d  b e  a  m a j o r i t y  o n e .  T h e  p r o p o s e d  a m e n d -  
: m e n t  i m p l i e s  l a c k  o f  c o n f i d e n c e  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  o u r  
I p e o p l e  i n  t h e i r  c o n g r e s s i o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  T h i s  i s  

I!  n o t  i n  a c c o r d  w i t h  t h e  f a c t s .  O t h e r  n a t i o n s  w o u l d  
' r e a d i l y  i n t e r p r e t  i t  a s  a  s i g n  o f  w e a k n e s s .  I t  i s  

' !  i m p r a c t i c a l ,  w o u l d  t e n d  t o  d e s t r o y  o u r  w h o l e  p l a n  o f  
I n a t i o n a l  d e f e n s e  a n d  w i t h o u t  q u e s t i o n  w o u l d  i n v i t e  w a r , 1 6

1 18. Annual Re ports* 1938, p. 229; The National
\ Legionnaire, January, 1938, p. 4.
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In Congress, the Ludlow Amendment eventually met 

defeat. Just before a vote was taken on the measure, 

j Speaker Bankhead of Alabama read a le tte r  from President 

j Roosevelt wherein i t  was stated that such an amendment 

to the Constitution “would cripple any President in his 

conduct of our foreign relations, and i t  would encourage 

other nations to believe that they could violate American 

rights with impunity. ”1 9  The Legion1s lobby was active 

in lining up votes against the measure. The proposal 

was defeated 209 to 180. 

jj Although Congressman Ludlow was stunned by defeat,

j Congressman Hamilton Pish of New York announced that the
i
j issue would be carried into every congressional d is tr ic t
jj
ij in the coming election campaign and that “the proponents
■I
,j of the resolution would not stop until the American
ii .

i j  people have the right to keep us out of war.” Peace
J
|i societies increased their activ ities and on the Senate
L
j; side agitation for a war referendum continued into 1939.
i[
Ij The Legion continued i ts  opposition in both House and
ii
j! Senate, but as the situation in Europe became more c r i t i -  

j cal the demand for the legislation waned. Hearings,

; however, were held on two war referendum proposals and
j j
!; on July 6 , 1939, the Senate Committee on the Judiciary
ii

I 1 9 # Congressional Record, 75th Congress, 3rd Session,
J |  Vol. 83, part 1 1 , January 1 0 , 1938, p. 277.
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voted to report the two proposals without recommendation* 

One of these was S. J. Resolution 84 introduced in the 

Senate February 28, 1939, by Senator Robert La Follette 

and eleven other senators* The other was by Senator 

Wiley of Wisconsin. On October 27, 1939, just before 

the passage of the neutrality act by the Senate, an 

amendment was offered by Senator La Follette in the 

nature of a war referendum proposal* After considerable 

debate i t  was defeated by a vote of 73 to 17, with six 

not voting* This proposal read in part:

Except in case of attack by armed forces, actual or 
immediately threatened, upon the United States or i ts  
T erritorial possessions, or by any non-American nation 
against any country in the Western Hemisphere, a national 
advisory election shall be held in the several states 
upon the question of war or peace prior to any declaration 
of war by Congress*20

In a combined meeting of the American Legion posts 

of Dayton, Ohio and the Business Men1s Association, the 

National Commander, Stephen P* Chadwick, speaking of the 

war referendum proposal said:

The largest group of America1s ex-service men feel 
that no course could be more suicidal to the rights of 
free men.^

Neutrality and the Sino-Japanese War

Although slow in formulating a neutrality policy, 

the American Legion followed every phase of American

20* Congressional Record, 76th Congress, 2nd Session, 
Vol. 85, part 1, October 27, 1959, pp. 986-1000; Annual, 
Reports, 1940> p* 236.

21. Annual Reports, 1939, pp* 312-313*
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diplomacy relating to neutrality  with searching in terest. 

In 1937 i t  studied the question of the application of the 

| Neutrality Act to the ^undeclared war" in China. For this
j

| purpose the Legion directed three questions to Secretary 

j Hull regarding i ts  application to this dispute.22 The 

f i r s t  question was regarding the use of this act as an 

instrument of policy. Secondly, whether a state of war
i

| existed in China, and third, what was the administration^

! purpose in retaining American forces in China.

| Secretary Hull replied that China and Japan had not
I
i declared war and that President Roosevelt had not found
f

1 11 that a state of war (existed).” As for applying the
i

| Neutrality Act, the Secretary stated that such action was 

' dependent upon the Presidents finding that a state of war 

i existed, hut that the Department of State kept constantly 

■ in mind the fact that the principal purpose of the act was 

to keep the United States out of war. The armed forces 

i  of the United States were kept in China "for the protec-
i
| tion of American nationals, primarily against mobs or 

j other uncontrolled elements.”

j  The reply of Secretary Hull satisfied the organiza-

;! tion1 s questions and no more was said regarding the appli- 

i cation of the Neutrality Act to the Sino-Japanese a ffa ir.

22. The National Legionnaire, December, 1937, p. 4.

i
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However, there was constant agitation by the Legion to 

persuade the State Department to stop the shipment of oil 

and scrap iron to the Japanese. This agitation kept up 

u n til on July 26, 1939, when Secretary Hull served notice 

on Japan of this nation 's intention to abrogate the 1911 

Treaty of Commerce and Navigation, between the United 

States and Japan. This was looked upon with great favor 

by the Legion for i t  meant that Japan would have to get 

her supplies from other sources. The Legion expressed i ts  

satisfaction as follows:
J
j That the abrogation of the treaty is  a real blow
can be readily seen when i t  is realized that Japan will 
have d ifficu lty  in purchasing the supplies elsewhere, 

i l t  Y/ill not be a case of ’’someone else selling the stuff 
I i f  America doesn't11 as was In the case with Ita ly  and 
Ethiopia In 1935. All the great powers are now engaged 

!j in an armament race and each one desires to keep as much 
jj of the necessary materials at home as i t  possibly can.^3

j! I f  more positive evidence is needed to show that the

j;Legion was no longer neutral in the operation of neutrality
i'
; regarding the Sino-Japanese War, i t  can be seen in the 

!: organization* s expression of t5our unbounded admiration for

|! China and a ll other nations which are braving unprovoked
I i

Jand wilful aggression” and ”we strongly disapprove of any
i
I policy of compromise or so-called appeasement in American
i
| dealings with the Axis powers and approve only a policy of 

l! stern and unrelenting justice ."24 These are not sentiments
! i

I 23. Annual Reports, 1939, pp. 309-310.

24. Annual Heports, 1941, p. 332.
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j of a neutral* This is  suggesting taking sides in war with

out specific mention of the action to he taken. Yet the 

iso la tio n ist thinking was s t i l l  in evidence when a ll 

! members of the Legion were warned " to watch developments
i
|j closely, to do our own thinking and to analyze propaganda,

j whether i t  emanates from abroad or at home,” to "combat

! propaganda designed to break down our neu tra lity"^  and

! for the President to "avoid involvement and to figh t a ll 
I «96
; propaganda," The National Commander, Raymond J, Kelly,

| came near to admitting that neutrality would not prevent 

j involvement of the United States when he said: "May noise

! never excite us to ba ttle , or confusion reduce us to
! 07
| defeat,"

j

j  Aid to the Spanish Loyalists

j In 1938 there was a number of proposals in both

; branches of Congress that would have affected the position
iiI!
I of the United States as a neutral power. One of these was 

! a determined' effort to get the Administration to l i f t  the
I
i embargo on arms and munitions so that the Spanish Loyalists
!

'I
,) ' ' T - i  . . . . . .

I 25. Congressional Record, 76th Congress, 3rd Session,
! Vol. 86, part 3, 1940, p. 2371.

ij 26. Congressional Record, 76th Congress, 3rd Session,
j Vol. 86, part _8, 1940, pp. 8606-8607.

27. Congressional Record, 76th Congress, 3rd Session,
!•' Vol» 86, part 2, 1940, p. 1362.
ii 
ij

i
i .



www.manaraa.com

241

could procure Implements of war in the United States.

Supporters and sympathizers in the United States of 

the Loyalists in Spain petitioned Congress to l i f t  the 

arms embargo. Senator Reynolds of North Carolina in his 

extended remarks cast reflections upon some of these 

groups, especially the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, which was 

sponsored by the Communist Daily Worker.28 Senator Walsh 

of Massachusetts took the position that regardless of 

| which side won the c iv il war in Spain—Franco or the 

L oyalists--it would be a dictatorship.2  ̂ On January 28, 

1938, Senator Pittman, Chairman of the Senate Committee 

on Foreign Relations announced plans for a broad reexamin

ation of the foreign policy of the United States for 

possible revision of neutrality by the next Congress.I
| He stated that members of the Committee would devote them- 

 ̂ selves individually to exhaustive study during the recess 

| of Congress in anticipation of such a movement. I t  was

| the purpose of the members to study the Neutrality Act as
;!

j j  the focal point in the proposed revision of laws on foreign 

I; affairs because events had intensified international devel-
;i
j opments since the neutrality legislation had become law.

 ̂ The Committee met several times during the recess and

! 28. Congressional Record, 75th Congress, 3rd Session,
I Vol. 85, part 1, January 8, 1958, p. 217.
i

29. Congressional Record, 75th Congress, 3rd Session, 
Vol. 85, part 10, April 1_, 1958, pp. 1267-1269.

i j
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had conferences from time to time with members of the 

State Department, diplomatic o fficials and other author

i t ie s  on world affa irs. Secretary Hull approved the Com

m ittee^  plans and asked that the American people and 

press give greater attention to the foreign policy of the 

United S tates*^

On the question of lif tin g  the embargo on arms the 

Legion was in opposition for the reason that i t  might 

have meant United States involvement in war. That organ

ization went along with the iso lationists, and particularly 

Senator Borah, who warned that the people of the United 

j States should be on guard against "sentimentalists and 

Jdreamers" who would plunge the United States into war

| "under the attractive banner of co-operation" with other
I . 31i democracies.
|
j The iso lationists had their way. Ho action was taken

| to l i f t  the arms embargo to aid the Spanish Loyalists.
!I|1
! Neutrality and the Monroe Doctrine
i
; In addition to the confusing world picture, the World
i

| Peace and Foreign Relations Committee discovered a mix-up

! in the Legion* s own resolutions on neutrality and the
!

! Monroe Doctrine. In 1935, the organization had commended

30. The Memoirs of Cordell Hull, Vol. 1, pp. 643-
647.

31. Annual Reports, 1938, p. 260.
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the neutrality  resolution passed by Congress and pledged 

i t s  support to the maintenance of absolute neutrality  by 

the United States government# Xn 1936 the organization
I
adopted a resolution urging the government to maintain a 

s t r ic t  policy of neutrality  regarding foreign affairs and 

that the United States be kept free from any alliance that 

might draw the country into war. In 1938 the organization
I
j reaffirmed these two resolutions and went on to advocate 

s t r ic t  adherence to the Monroe Doctrine.

Now the d ifficu lty  was this: the Monroe Doctrine is 

really  an iso la tion ist policy for the western hemisphere, 

but I t  is a t the same time, an interventionist policy of 

I the United States. The Legion committee recognized that
i

i i t  would be "d ifficu lt to adhere to the popular conception

| of the Monroe Doctrine and comply at the same time with

| the le tte r  of the two resolutions." I t  added:
;!
.j I t  is very d ifficu lt for the committee to understand
how you can defend Brazil if  some European country attacked 

| them and s t i l l  pursue a policy of non-intervention, of 
ij keeping our hands out of things. I t  seems to the committee 
! that either the resolution at Los Angeles took in too much 
j! territo ry  and contradicted its e lf  so far as policy was
i concerned, or else the proponents of the resolution didn* t
realize what they were doing. In view of th is, I t  would 

j appear with neutrality  of such v ita l Interest to our 
:! people, that the policy of the American Legion ought to
, j  be defined and clear-cut.

32. Congressional Record, 76th Congress, 2nd Session, 
! Vol. 85, part 2, Appendix and Index, October 23, 1939, 
j pT~*437j Annual Reports, 1959, pp. 309 and 384.
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The 1939 convention did not get the Neutral!ty- 

Monroe Doctrine situation untangled, nor did i t  la te r , 

as we shall see. The organization went on record, how-
i
lever, viewing:
i

|with grave concern the apparently widespread belief that 
j th is nation must inevitably become involved in the • . . 
-European conflict. We not only believe that this nation 
|need not become involved, but in s is t and demand that the 
President . . .  and Congress pursue a policy that, while 

I preserving the sovereignty and dignity of this nation 
j  w ill prevent involvement. The American Legion is not a 
|law body. I t  has often recommended the enactment of 
|leg islation  establishing a permanent or fixed policy on 
.important national problems. The American Legion has 
jalways strenuously advocated that this nation pursue a 
|policy of neutrality and peace. In the present world 
I c ris is  world conditions might change so rapidly that a 
| pronouncement by the American Legion . . .  on specific 
-legislation might be wholly inadequate in the near 
|future. Therefore, with fu ll confidence in the President 
land Congress we demand that the Congress continue in 
I session during the present grave c ris is , and that appro
p ria te  action be taken to preserve the peace, sovereignty 
j  and dignity of this nation, and that our armed forces be 
iexpanded . . .  to maintain our neu tra lity .^3

| The next few months following the Chicago convention,

|the Legion officials Issued statements indicating the

jpositlon of the organization toward the world situation.

[Evidences of uneasiness continued to prevail. The new
!
jNational Commander, Raymond J. Kelly of Michigan,
;i
|announced that;
f
| Tomorrow must not be dedicated for our sons and
j daughters to the service of the Red planet, Mars. To 
!prevent this i t  is our job to preserve sober thought in 
1 an uncertain, liberty-destroying world. I pledge myself

3s- Annual Reports, 1940, p. 261
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t o  m a k e  k n o w n  t o  o u r  f e l l o w - c i t i z e n s  y o u r  m a n d a t e s  t o  
k e e p  o u r  n a t i o n  o u t  o f  a n y  a r m e d  c o n f l i c t  o v e r s e a s .  
A t t e m p t i n g  t o  c l o a k  o u r  n e u t r a l i t y  w i t h ,  a  b i a s e d  
b e l l i g e r e n c y  m u s t  i n e v i t a b l y  l e a d  u s  s t r a i g h t  i n t o  w a r .

The organization continued to stress s tr ic t  neutral

ity  as the policy for the United States, at the same time 

calling for a strong national defense to make i t  effec

tive. They pledged themselves to fight against any 

propaganda designed to break down the neutrality of the 

United States and to uphold the principles of non-inter

vention and non-interference as embodied in the Monroe 

(Doctrine. In February, 1940, the Foreign Relations Com- 

jmittee of the Legion stated that they had pledged themselves

j,fto seek and keep an honest neu tra lity .M On the 21st
L
itoirtiiday of the Legion, March 17, 1940, the officers
I
were convinced that the United States would rtavoid involve- 

jment in (the) struggle,Tl for flneither the peace to follow
jj
jthese wars, nor the conditions facing our country (would)
EJ

jfbe bettered by our participation.

!' The year 1939 saw the depth of the iso la tion ist-

ijneutrality feeling of the Legion. Every statement of 

jjits o fficials and the resolutions passed by the national 

jjconventlon in Chicago indicate the desire to stay at
j|I!
j | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

j i  34* The National Legionnaire, October, 1939, p. 1.

I 35. The National Legionnaire, February, 1940, p. 4;
iMarch, 1940, p. 6.

| 36. Compare Henry L. Stinson and McGeorge Bundy
!On Active Service in Peace and War, pp. 312-314.
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peace, Put there was an uncertain feeling that the United 

States might not he able to remain out of war. National 

Commander Chadwick’s statement of September, 1939, just 

j after H itle r’s march into Poland indicates this feeling.

I He cautioned when he said;
!

i  A state of war has existed at some place in this
|! troubled world almost every day since the World War (I)* 
We view today a situation in which, because of issues 
involved and former comrades in arms concerned, our 

I natural and undeniable sympathies will constantly 
j !  challenge our reason. The American Legion for the 
-Ientire period of i ts  existence has counseled the nation 
ij to a policy of neutrality  to the end that we may not 
Sagain become involved in another holocaust seemingly as 
!|futile for the ultimate peace of the European and Asiatic 
i continents as was our participation in the World War (I).
| Our government’s national policy is one of neutrality.
:I t  has been and is the American Legion’s policy . . . .
| Current events must not be suffered to overcome our 
■i reasoned conclusions arrived at in less soul-stirring 
times. Continuing our hopes and our prayers for a 

|]means of remaining at peace, informing our public 
j !  officials that such is our greatest desire, le t us 
|j avoid and counsel a ll citizens to avoid the thought,
' act or deed which might threaten or disturb the peace 
| of the Americas. To a generation that knows war from 
:i i t s  participation in i t ,  this today is the greatest and 
'most solemn mission of the American Legion.37

] Banners in the 1939 parade at the national conven-
!
; tion in Chicago give a graphic picture of Legion thinking 

! j  and feeling. Placards bearing such sentiments as, ”Keep 

jout of War,” ”Never Again,” ”Lest We Forget,” and ”Button 

| Your Lip—This Ain’ t Our War” were prominent.

Before the convention opened Commander Chadwick took

37. The National Legionnaire, September, 1939, p. 1.
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"two steps that emphasized the Legion1 s insistence on 

neutrality* F irs t, he refused permission to use the 

Legions name in connection with an American Ambulance 

I Corps being set up in Paris. He cabled to George A.

! Aubrey, Commander of the Department of France;i

Your request (is) sympathetically understood, but 
( i t  is) impossible to grant i t  . . .  . We are chartered 
by Congress, which has enacted neutrality  law, and. the 
sp irit (of) such a law would forbid the involvement 
(of a) private American organization*^

| The other action taken by Chadwick was the reccramen-

■ dation that the Legion withdraw from the Federation
I
! Ifl-teralliee des Anciens Combattants, FIDAC, on the ground
i i

,| that continued membership would leave American veterans
t!
:j open to appeals from former comrades in arms, "who have
i
!i of necessity become special pleaders for their nation's

: ti 39jcauses."
'\
; i  Thus the traditional view of avoiding entanglements
! I
I! in European affairs to prevent giving European nations

:! an excuse to interfere in the affairs of the western
■!
|| hemisphere, particularly the United States, was the
J
j neutrality policy of the Legion. To the Legion, this 

I would preserve the Monroe Doctrine.40

: f  38. "Legion's Neutrality" in Newsweek, Vol. 14,
October 2 ,  1 9 3 9 ,  p p .  2 8 - 2 9 .

■ i

I 39. The national Legionnaire, September, 1939, p. 1.

i 40. Annual Reports, 1940, p. 327; Congressional
ij Record, 76th Congress, 3rd Session, Vol. 86, part 3, 
I! 1940, p. 237.
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Repeal of Arms Embargo 

When H itler completed the liquidation of Czecho

slovakia, thus giving further proof of his depravity, 

President Roosevelt asked for repeal of the Arms Embargo 

section of the Neutrality Act. This was in April, 1939. 

On September. 1, 1939, Germany attacked Poland. Even 

these events did not sway the Legion from i ts  policy of 

neutrality . Speaking for himself, Commander Stephen F.
i
| Chadwick said:

I I don* t  know the mind of the American Legion, with
reference to preserving the embargo, but this I do know: 
that the ex-service men of the World War (I) are in sub- 

j  stan tia l unanimity that if  a truly neutral policy is 
j  observed, America can keep out of involvement in the 
wars of the old world. The law has kept us neutral so 

| fa r, and we should be cautious about revising i t .  If
I we have any arms and munitions in the United States,
| we*d better buy them our selves.1̂-1*

| Puzzled and uncertain as to the next turn of world

j a ffa irs , the Legion convention took no action on this
!i
jl repeal issue, neither as to passing a resolution nor in 

:| the 44-day debate of the special session of Congress

!j convened for the purpose of repeal of the Arms Embargo,
II  4  2!! September 21, 1939, to November 3, 1939,
i j

Loan to Finland
j| '

l l  When Russia attacked Finland in 1940, the question

4 1 . Newsweek, Vol. 14, October 2, 1939, pp. 28-29.

42. The National Legionnaire, November, 1939, p. 2.
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arose as to the United States government making a loan to 

Finland. This l i t t l e  country had the best record of any 

| country making payments on i ts  loans from World War I .  

j  Even though the feeling ran high against Russia and the
I
j !  people of the United States were sympathetic with Finland, 

j the National Commander of the Legion counseled against the 

loan, saying:

| The slightest possibility  that i t  would lead this
i country into war would cause the American Legion to oppose 
| a government loan to Finland. It*s about time that we as 
i  a people became intelligently  selfish about our own 
j national welfare. Therefs plenty of crusading to be done 
here at home . . . .  I f  the government entertains even 

1 the slightest doubt that such a loan would serve to pave 
j the way for our entry into this war, i t  should not be
j  made.4 3
*1i

Opposition to the loan to Finland stemmed from accep- 

| tance of the thesis of the Nye investigating committee
I
j that the United States became involved in World War X
Ej
j because of loans made to European nations 1914 to 1916.

j  This view was accepted by the Legion generally.
:!
i j

Another reason for objecting to the loan to Finland
■j
| was the failure of so many nations after World War I to
ii
! re-pay their loans. This was an old, persistent demand 

* of the Legion—that these debts be paid. I ts  f i r s t
i
j o fficial action on foreign loans came in i ts  1937 con-
:ij vention in New York, when the Legion approved a strongly- 

j worded resolution to the effect that 11 the United States

43. The National Legionnaire, March, 1940, p. 7.
ji
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b© required to demand from any and a ll foreign debtor 

nations payment in currency or in products or materials 

not produced in the United States or i ts  possessions to 

the United States Government for any and a ll loans and 

in terest for World War (I) advances for which they may 

be indebted to the United States Government.” And then 

was added signif icantly, "Knowing as we do, however, that 

the creditor cannot collect unless the debtor pays, your 

committee has no particular recommendation to make in this 

connection at this time. We do report that the matter has 

been discussed with the State Department.

No new loan was granted to Finland and the Legion 

considered this as carrying out the le tte r  and sp irit of 

the neutrality  legislation.

Aid to Britain

Aid to Britain bore a different relationship to 

American security than a loan to Finland. Events had a 

way of changing the thoughts and actions of Legion 

officials on isolation and neutrality. Norway, Denmark, 

Holland, Belgium and France were conquered in quick 

succession in campaigns by Germany in 1940 and there was 

the fear that England would f a l l .  The "phony war” had 

become a real one. After the fa l l  of France, Germany

44. Annual Reports, 1938, p. 330.
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was warned against interfering with French colonies in the 

western hemisphere. And there was fear of what Germany 

might do regarding Greenland since the Nazis had over—run 

Denmark. In addition, there was one big fundamental

question: How would the elimination of Great Britain as 

a world power affect American security? This question 

was sudden and no comprehensive answer could be formu

lated immediately.

| On September 3, 1940, President Roosevelt made the

j destroyer base deal with Great Britain and a ll the old

| equipment that the United States could spare was sent to

Britain. But the 1939 revision of the neutrality act was

s t i l l  on the statute books. Congress had wiped out the 

four-year-old arms embargo, but placed on the statute 

books a revised cash-and-carry policy for trade with 

belligerent countries, restricted  financial dealings with 

! the warring nations and American shipping was to be kept
i

4-5j clear of the shipping zones.

The iso lationists had a different answer. Their 

answer was that there was no connection--at least there
I
| need not be—between Britain* s integrity and the safety 

of the United States. This answer assumed two things; 

f i r s t ,  that relations between the United States and 

Germany and her Axxs partners would be as peaceful as

45. Congressional Record, 76th Congress, 2nd Session, 
Vol. 85, part 1, October 27, 1959, pp. 986-1000; 1000- 
1027 o
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t h e y  h a d  b e e n  w i t h  G r e a t  B r i t a i n ;  s e c o n d ,  t h a t  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  c o u l d  t r u s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  t o  i t s  o w n  a r m e d  m i g h t  i n  

c a s e  o f  a t t a c k  b y  t h e  A x i s ,  T h e  t r e n d  o f  l o g i c  f o l l o w i n g  

t h e s e  a s s u m p t i o n s  w e n t  o n  t o  a c c e p t  H i t l e r *  s  s t a t e m e n t  

t h a t  h e  h a d  n o  d e s i g n s  o n  t h e  w e s t e r n  h e m i s p h e r e ,  t h a t  

c o m m e r c e  w o u l d  b e  r e s u m e d  w i t h  E u r o p e  w h e n  t h e  w a r  w a s  

o v e r ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  G e r m a n y  d o m i n a t e d  t h e  c o n t i n e n t ,  a n d  

|  t h e y  r e j e c t e d  t h e  n o t i o n  t h a t  t h e  s a f e t y  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  

! S t a t e s  w a s  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  B r i t i s h  s e a  p o w e r .  I n  s h o r t ,  

j  t h e r e  w a s  n o  r e a l  r e a s o n  w h y  G e r m a n y  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  j u s t  a s  

i j  g o o d  a  f r i e n d  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a s  G r e a t  B r i t a i n .  T h o s e  

I j  t a k i n g  t h i s  s i d e  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n  w e r e  s u c h  s t a u n c h  i s o l a -  

i t i o n i s t s  a s  C h a r l e s  A .  L i n d b e r g h ,  S e n a t o r s  V i / h e e l e r  a n d
i
I N y e ,  C o n g r e s s m a n  F i s h  a n d  t h e  A m e r i c a  F i r s t  C o m m i t t e e .

T h e r e  w e r e  t w o  m a i n  w e a k n e s s e s  i n  t h e  i s o l a t i o n i s t s *  

i j  a r g u m e n t s ;  t h e y  i g n o r e d  t h e  p l a i n  r e c o r d  o f  H i t l e r *  s  p a s t
II
ij l i e s  a n d  a g g r e s s i o n s ;  a n d  t h e y  w e r e  i g n o r i n g  t h e  s o u n d

! f a c t s  o f  A m e r i c a n  h i s t o r y .<!
!!

’ ■ T h e  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  p e o p l e ,  h o w e v e r ,  a s  m e a s u r e d
j

:!  r e p e a t e d l y  b y  t h e  G a l l u p  p o l l s ,  w a n t e d  t o  a i d  B r i t a i n ,  a n d
I 4 6: t h e y  w e r e  c o n s i s t e n t l y  a h e a d  o f  C o n g r e s s  o n  t h i s  s c o r e .

T h e  p o l l s  s h o w e d  8 5  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  D e m o c r a t s  a n d  7 6  p e r
i j
I j  c e n t  o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n s  f a v o r e d  t r a n s f e r  o f  A r m y  a n d  N a v y
j1
j i  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - — - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

i !  46 * The Chicago Daily News, July 2 ,  1940, p. 1.
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p l a n e s  t o  N a z i  f o e s .  S t e p p i n g  i n t o  t h e  p i c t u r e  t o  p o p u l a r 

i z e  a n d  g a i n  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  p r o g r a m  o fI
I a i d  t o  B r i t a i n  w a s  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  t o  D e f e n d  A m e r i c a  b y  

A i d i n g  t h e  A l l i e s *  T h i s  C o m m i t t e e  g r e w  o u t  o f  t h e  L e a g u e  

o f  N a t i o n s  A s s o c i a t i o n  w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  a b l e  t o  w e a t h e r  t h e
|
j s t o r m  o f  i s o l a t i o n i s m  d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 3 0 *  s  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  

j t h e  C a r n e g i e  E n d o w m e n t .  W i l l i a m  A l l e n  W h i t e  w a s  c h a i r m a n
i
j !  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  a n d  i t s  a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e  e n d o r s e d  a n d

ii
|  s u p p o r t e d  b y  s o m e  o f  t h e  b e s t  k n o w n  f i g u r e s  i n  A m e r i c a n  

p u b l i c  l i f e ,  s u c h  a s  G e n e r a l  P e r s h i n g ,  A d m i r a l  Y a r n e l l ,  

j  A d m i r a l  S t i r l i n g ,  P r e s i d e n t  C o n a n t  o f  H a r v a r d  U n i v e r s i t y  

l a n d  s c o r e s  o f  p r o m i n e n t  p e r s o n s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a  c r o s s
‘l

. s e c t i o n  o f  s o c i e t y .

?  T h e  R o o s e v e l t  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  g a v e  t h e  c o m m i t t e e
j|

a d v a n c e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o f  i t s  p r o p o s e d  m o v e s  a n d  t h e  p u b l i c  

■ w a s  f a m i l i a r i z e d  w i t h  t h e  f a c t s  a n d  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  s u c h
j

A m o v e s  w e l l  i n  a d v a n c e  o f  t h e  e v e n t s .  A  c a s e  i n  p o i n t  w a s
r
|  t h e  b a s e - d e s t r o y e r  d e a l .  T h e  c o m m i t t e e  b e g a n  i t s  c a m p a i g n
j

> o f  p u b l i c i t y  f o r  t h e  p r o g r a m  i n  J u l y ,  1 9 4 0 ,  a n d  t h e  S x e c u -
4 7j t i v e  a g r e e m e n t  w a s  c o n c l u d e d  S e p t e m b e r  3 ,  1 9 4 0 .

! j  T h e  c o m m i t t e e  f o l l o w e d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i s t i c  l i n e  o f

E  a d v o c a t i n g  a i d  " s h o r t  o f  w a r . "  T h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d
i

S t a t e s  w a n t e d  t o  s e e  t h e  N a z i s  b e a t e n  a n d  t h e y  w e r e  n o t

ii  4 7 .  T h e  M e m o i r s  o f  C o r d e l l  H u l l ,  V o l .  1 ,  p p .  8 3 1 -  
j |  8 4 3 .
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troubled by the iso la tion ist charge that the destroyer 

deal and other measures of assistance constituted "acts 

jjof war." But by this time the fic tion  that the United 

|S tates was a neutral nation was unimportant. There was

j|neither a po litica l nor an ethical basis for neutrality
||

in the great conflagration that was menacing western 

civ ilization . The American people were ready to do any—

I thing short of sending i ts  young men to figh t, hater
!l
jPearl Harbor swept even this reservation away.

j| When the Legion met for i ts  21st annual convention in

! Boston in 1940, i t  abandoned i ts  16-year position onj
;| neutrality  by favoring a ll possible aid to Britain. For
ii
; 16 years i t  had supported a "hands-off" policy toward 

foreign disputes. Even though the year before i t  hadj
j supported neutrality , there was no mistaking its  position

j when i t  voted down with a strong chorus of "noes" a care-

j fu lly  worded neutrality motion. I t  approved the destroyer-

'I base deal and asked for more bases on similar terms, con-

! demned the aggressor nations in addition to supporting aid

1 to Britain. I ts  resolution on these matters follows:

We believe that a sound national defense policy for 
j this country requires that we should at this time give a ll 
! practicable aid to Great Britain and those aligned with 
I her in their fight for freedom. We urge that additional 
■! bases be acquired for our naval expansion and we endorse 
!’ the principle of exchanging obsolete equipment for needed 
5 a ir and naval bases . . . .  We of the American Legion, 

as lovers of peace and human freedom, devoted to the 
\ principles of Justice, Freedom and Democracy, condemn 
| aggression and aggressor nations. We condemn a ll war
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jjparties which are leading their own people to death and 
I ruin, and the world to chaos. To those countries which 
pave been ruthlessly and without just cause invaded, and 
particu larly  to our former comrades in arms in the invaded 
countries, we express our sympathy and the confident hope 
|that soon they will break the chains of their present 
j servitude. To the people of the Great B ritish Common
wealth who are so heroically defending their shores and 
their freedom, and to the gallant Republic of China, we 
extend our friendship and our assurance of our sympathy. 
jWe urge that the government of the United States exercise 
ja il lawful means to prevent the shipment of war materials 
I to the aggressor nations and that i t  continue to extend 
!to a ll peoples who are resisting aggression the fu lle s t 
co-operation consistent with our obligations, our 

■ security, our liberties and our peace.^®

Even though the Legion had abandoned neutrality in

jl940, i t  had not abandoned a ll i ts  iso la tion ist ideas.

;jApparently i t  was s t i l l  under the illusion that British

;j propaganda had been partly responsible for bringing the

ljUnited States into World War I when i t  passed a resolution

| also at Boston concerning foreign nations having and

I establishing agencies of propaganda in the United States
i
!which would seek to get the nation involved in war. I t  

asked that a ll appropriate agencies of the government 

! take steps to combat propaganda and that Congress take

; action to prevent the spread of propaganda and involvement!

i in war. There was, of course, the act requiring agencies 

i| of foreign principals to register at the State Department.
i

t The Post Office Department was ordered to quit carrying

1 48. nWhat the Legion Thinks” in Scholastic, v. 57,
1 October, 1940, p. 2; The National Legionnaire, October, 
j| 1940, p. 1; Annual Reports, 1940, pp. 296-297.
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the foreign propaganda of Russia and Germany through the

[United States mails. In 1941 the postal authorities began
I
[[destroying propaganda material as i t  arrived in United
' 49.States ports.
!

I The early months of 1941 saw the Legion spurring the
|j
['defense efforts on to greater attainments. I t  counseled

j|and pleaded against strikes and slow-downs as far as labor
!|
jwas concerned. I t  was f e l t  that i f  American workers would
i
| supply enough tanks, planes, ships, food and the implements

I of war "to those who fight d ic ta to rs ," the United States
j
[might not be attacked. But if  the United States should be 

jattacked, her fighting forces would be "more certain of 

jwinning and more certain of living” if  they are given the

'jbest weapons that could be made. John D. Biggers of the
!

(!
jOffice of Production Management warned:

Every industrial manager, every worker, every c i t i -  
■ zen, should realize that the safety of the nation and 
I the- future of a ll things that are so precious to Ameri- 
i! cans would depend on what we a ll do in making this coun- 
! try  "the arsenal of democracies. ”50

-On May 27, 1941 the President declared an unlimited national
ij
■emergency and the Legion asked that he and his officers 

[ ŝhould "make available immediately to the Congress and the
ii
Jpeople of this country a fu ll and complete statement of the 

*!facts which constitute immediate danger to this nation asi

49. Annual Reports, 1941, p. 23.

50. The National Legionnaire, May, 1941, p. 2.
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they see I t t! for the people did not “understand and appre

c ia te  these dangers and had lapsed into a peacetime compla- 

jcency.” From such a revelation of these dangers i t  was 

jlhoped that they would be spurred on to greater ac tiv ity ,51 

| When there was talk of appeasement the Legion strongly

disapproved “of any policy of compromise or appeasement in 

American dealings with the Axis powers and (approved) only 

| a policy of stern and unrelenting justice1' for the to ta li-
i
jjtarian powers have proved in their attitude toward neutral 

!jnations that they “are no better than international bandits,'i

^uninfluenced by the customary rules of honor and fairness
' i

|j re cognized by non-aggress or nationalities, as evidenced by

ll their unprovoked invasion of Czechoslovakia, Poland, Fin-
; j

jland, Norway, Denmark, Holland, Belgium, Yugoslavia, Greece 

jand other unoffending countries."

On May 30, 1941, the Legion came out for "actual deli- 

ivery of aid to Great Britain and the President and Congress 

jwere asked to take any steps necessary for doing this by 

employing "such units of the Navy and auxiliary forces"

• according to the President1s judgment of the needs "re

quired to insure the safety of American vessels and their
52crews by guarding them against attacks from any source,"

51 *  Annual Reports, 1941, p. 353.
52. The National Legionnaire, June, 1941, p. 9.
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I t  was President Roosevelt* s use of the ancient slogan, 

"freedom of the seas11 that gave the Legion i ts  break for 

coming out more strongly in support of the Administration^ 

policy of aiding Britain and to get away from the suicidal 

neutrality  policies i t  had followed for so long* The 

President used i t  to Justify a ”shooting war.11 I t  was the 

case of appealing to a historical memory: the Nazis were 

trying to abolish freedom of the seas. In a national 

broadcast from Kansas City on July 4, 1941, by National 

Commander Milo J. Warner on the subject, ^Freedom vs. 

Piracy,” he followed the same line of argument that Presi

dent Roosevelt had used. He recalled American history, 

observing that the Declaration of Independence bespoke 

for the American colonies their right to the freedom of 

the seas. He asked if  Americans today were of the same 

mind and character, i f  they s t i l l  proposed to sa il the 

seven seas in American ships, to lfmaintain our right . . • 

unhampered and uninterrupted.” After recalling the 

actions of 1776 and 1812 he reviewed the causes of Uni

ted States entrance into World War I .  Then he stated why 

the nation entered that way as follows:

We declared that war because German submarines . . .  
sunk our ships and murdered our people on the high seas.
When the German government undertook to te ll us that we 
would be allowed to send one ship a week to England if  we 
marked i t  a certain way and sailed I t  on certain days on 
certain routes, we went to war. That was what we thought 
about freedom of the seas in 1917. How long will we stand 
for having an American ship sunk in the middle of the 
Atlantic Ocean by a submarine? That is what happened to
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| the Robin Moor. How long will we stand for being told that 
hwe cannot navigate the North Atlantic or the Mediterranean 
or the Red Sea? And what i f  we are presently told we can
not cross the Pacific to Sumatra or Java, for rubber or 
tin , or China for s ilk  or tea? We are convinced the Nazi 

j threat to our freedom of the seas is a step in the familiar 
| H itler pattern of terror to persuade us that he is  invin
cible. I t  is  likewise a prelude to the Nazi attempt at 

j domination of the western hemisphere. I t  is wise for us, 
i therefore, on this Fourth of July to consider a ll the 
:lessons of our naval history in preparing to defend actual 
ij and real independence of thought and action.
!l
|j The pendulum of Legion policy was swinging away from

|stanch isolationism and neutrality  to the other extreme,

ijas can be seen from this statement. The fear that gripped
ll
I the Legion to avoid doing anything that might be considered 

||an un-neutral act gave way to pursuing the historic Ameri-

! can doctrine of freedom of the seas and to wherever that!
would lead.

! l;j
Aid To Russia and Repeal of Neutrality

I
| F/hen Germany attacked Russia on June 22, 1941, the

(question immediately arose as to the Legion1s position on 

laid to Ruasia. Aid to that country would be more of a 

hurdle to overcome than aid to Britain because of the
: t

(Legion? s hatred of Communism and a d istrust of Russia 

'(generally. The National Executive Committee of the organ-
j
'ization took the position that the Legion “should not 

(depart from i ts  traditional policy of all-out opposition

j| 53. The National Legionnaire, July, 1941, pp. 1
•jand 4.
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i f
to Communism, in favor of aid to Russia in her . . .  con-

i
f l i c t  w i t h  G e r m a n y . t !  T h e y  c o u l d  n o t  s e e  t h a t  r e c e n tj

i

j events called “for any change in the Legion’s stand

; j  a g a i n s t  C o m m u n i s m .  T h e  w h o l e  q u e s t i o n  i s  h o w  t o  a i d
■j
B ritain quickly and effectively. Freedom of the seas

[ m e a n s  f u l l  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  o u r  s h i p p i n g  i n  a l l  a r e a s . " 5 4
1;

[ T h i s  a t t i t u d e  p r e v a i l e d  r i g h t  i n t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c o n v e n 

t i o n  a t  M i l w a u k e e  i n  S e p t e m b e r ,  1 9 4 1 .  E v e n  w h e n  t h e  d e l e -
j

j g a t e s  t o  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  w e r e  g a t h e r i n g  i n  M i l w a u k e e ,  M i l o  

i j j .  W a r n e r ,  N a t i o n a l  C o m m a n d e r ,  g a v e  o u t  a  s t a t e m e n t  t o

]  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e y  s t i l l  h a t e d  C o m m u n i s m .  S t a l i n  w a s
;|

l s i m p l y  d e f e n d i n g  h i s  c o u n t r y  f r o m  a t t a c k  b y  H i t l e r .  W h a t -
; i

l e v e r  a i d  S t a l i n  g a v e  i n  r e s i s t i n g  H i t l e r  w a s  i n c i d e n t a l l y
1

o f  b e n e f i t  t o  s i n c e r e  p e o p l e s  e v e r y w h e r e .  T h a t  w o u l d  n o t  

[ c a u s e  a n y  c h a n g e  o f  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  t h e  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  

i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  b u t  r a t h e r  a  r e d o u b l i n g  o f  t h e i r  

[ e f f o r t s  a g a i n s t  C o m m u n i s m  a n d  o t h e r  s u b v e r s i v e  a g e n t s  f o r  

' t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w o u l d  c a u s e  r e l a x a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  v i g i -

[ l a n c e .  T h e  c h i e f  c o n c e r n  w a s  t o  g e t  a i d  t o  G r e a t  B r i t a i n!
5 5a n d  b u i l d  u p  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  f o r c e s .

i
;j  O n e  c a n  g e t  a  p r e t t y  g o o d  c r o s s - s e c t i o n  o f  t h e

( f e e l i n g  o f  t h e  L e g i o n n a i r e s  b y  t h e  p l a c a r d s  c a r r i e d  i n

 _

' !  5 4 .  T h e  N a t i o n a l  L e g i o n n a i r e ,  J u l y ,  1 9 4 1 ,  p .  4 .
j ------ ----------
' i  5 5 .  T h e  M i l w a u k e e  J o u r n a l ,  S e p t e m b e r  1 6 ,  1 9 4 1 ,  p .  1 .

1
l l
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parades a t national conventions, by the handbills and by 

badges worn. Some of the placards at the Milwaukee con

ten tio n  ran, “Naughty Nazi,” “Fooling F asc is t,” and “God
ll
(Bless America—Love i t  or Leave I t . ” Hundreds of people
|
jjwore “To Hell With H itler” badges. Circulars with pic- 

jtures of H itler and fingerprints of Swashtikas with the 

j headline, “Wanted For Murder” were In hundreds of hands.55
i
j The convention its e lf  saw the most b itte r  struggles

jin Legion history. President Roosevelt wrote a le tte r
i j
|lwhich was read asking for “unity of purpose, unity of
ji
j] sentiment” In the struggles ahead. Secretary of the Navy,
ij
(Frank Knox, Mayor La Guardia, General George Marshall,

(former Ambassador Cudahy, Ambassador Josephus Daniels and

(Hanford MacNider were the principal speakers.

Mayor La Guardia made a rousing speech. Among other

things he said:

We are not neutral. From the time Congress passed 
, j  the Lend-Lease b i l l  we have been fighting H itler. Do 
'you suppose that we are spending billions for supplies 
to send to England just so they can be sunk? The Ameri- 

I can people don’t do things that way. There never was 
any idea of delivering supplies f .  o. b. New York. We 
must deliver them d. o. d .—delivered on the dock—in 
(England. F. o. b. just means “friend of the boche.“57

j Before Secretary Knox spoke, “The Milwaukee Sentinel,

a Hearst paper, carried a fu ll page advertisement of the

56. The National Legionnaire, October, 1941, p. 5;
I The Milwaukee Journal, September 17, 1941, pp. 1-2.
I
i 57. The Milwaukee Journal, September 16, 1941, p. 5;The Milwaukee Sentinel, September 16, 1941, p. 3.
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America F irs t Committee asking Knox to reveal whether or

I not the United States was not getting into a "shooting 
’ „58
:war*1 And Secretary Knox revealed quite a few things.

He inferred that delivery of materials was part of the
i
jpolicy offic ia lly  approved hy Congress and added:

! The German government declared o fficially  i t  would
I attempt to prevent the delivery of Lend-Lease material 
J|"by sinking every vessel hearing such materials to B ritish 
jports* This declaration was positive and le f t  no room 
| for doubt of German intentions. To effectuate our policy 
J and to meet this German challenge, our government has 
: created a naval and a ir  patrol of the North Atlantic 
jcrossing, and, as a measure of additional defense, has 
| occupied Iceland as an air and naval base. These measures 
l| have been in effect since July 7.^9

i This was the f i r s t  revelation of these activ ities of the 

| Navy and there was a great deal of discussion as to
i
! whether i t  was a patrol, an escort or convoy. He revealed, 

furthermore, that the Navy was ordered to use every means
' i

to “capture or destroy Axis controlled subs or surface

raiders encountered in these waters." When President

1 Roosevelt revealed on September 17 that he had ordered the

United States “bridge of ships** to “sink on sight," the

former governor of Wisconsin, Philip F. La Follette stated

' that this order to "shoot on sight" was "a one man declara-
60; tion of war in the style made infamous by Adolph H itler."

58. The Milwaukee Sentinel, September 15, 1941, p. 4.

59* ^ e  ^ew York Times, September 16, 1941, p. 1;
i The Milwaukee Sentinel, September 16, 1941, p. 1

60. The Milwaukee Journal, September 18, 1941, p. 10.
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H a n f o r d  M a c U i d e r ,  f o r m e r  n a t i o n a l  c o m m a n d e r  o f  t h e  

L e g i o n ,  s p o k e  v i g o r o u s l y  f o r  t h e  i s o l a t i o n i s t  c a u s e .  I t  

j w a s  h i s  p u r p o s e  t o  e m b a r r a s s  P r e s i d e n t  R o o s e v e l t  b y  h a v i n g

' h i m  t r y  t o  p u s h  a  d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  w a r  t h r o u g h  C o n g r e s s .
j

i T h e n  h e  w e n t  o n  t o  s a y :
i

I  p l e a d  w i t h  t h e  L e g i o n  t o  h a v e  g u t s .  I f  t h i s  i s  o u r  
w a r ,  l e f t s  g e t  i n t o  i t .  I f  I t  i s n *  t ,  l e t f s  s t a y  o u t .  I f m  

j  t i r e d  o f  h e a r i n g  t h a t  s o m e o n e  e l s e  m u s t  f i g h t  o u r  b a t t l e s .
|  I  h o p e  n e v e r  t o  h e a r  a g a i n  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  w e  m u s t  
j c r i n g e  b e h i n d  s o m e o n e  e l s e f s  n a v y .  L e f t s  a s k  t h e  P r e s i 
d e n t  a n d  C o n g r e s s  t o  t e l l  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  A m e r i c a  w h e t h e r  
| |  t h i s  i s  o u r  w a r .  I  p l e a d  n o  c a u s e  e x c e p t  f o r  g u t s .  I f  
Ij  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i s  s o  c r i t i c a l ,  l e t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  t e l l  C o n -  

g r e s s  a n d  C o n g r e s s  t e l l  t h e  n a t i o n ,  a n d  w e  w i l l  m a r c h .^
M a n y  o f  t h e  L e g i o n n a i r e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  s p o k e  o u t  f o r  a n

l!j i m m e d i a t e  d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  w a r  b e c a u s e  o f  a  l a c k  o f  d i s c i p -  

| !  l i n e  i n  t h e  a r m y  c a m p s .  T o o  m a n y  o f  t h e  t r a i n e e s  h a d  

t h e i r  c a r s  n e a r  t h e  c a m p s  a n d  u s e d  a  l o t  o f  g a s o l i n e  o n  

j l o n g  w e e k  e n d  t r i p s .  M a r k e t  A n a l y s i s ,  I n c . ,  o n  t h e  b a s i s  

: o f  I t s  c h e c k ,  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  t h r e e - f i f t h s  o f  t h e  m i l l i o n  

L e g i o n n a i r e s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  e x p e c t e d  t h e  U n i t e d  

!j S t a t e s  t o  g e t  i n t o  t h e  w a r  b e f o r e  i t  w a s  o v e r ,  a n d  t w o -  

j f i f t h s  w a n t e d  a n  i m m e d i a t e  d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  v / a r .

' j  F o r m e r  A m b a s s a d o r  C u d a h y  s p o k e  a g a i n s t  U n i t e d  S t a t e s
J
! l  e n t r y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  g r e a t  c o s t  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  i n v o l v e d .
i

;!  T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  A m b a s s a d o r  t o  M e x i c o ,  J o s e p h u s  D a n i e l s ,  

j !  d w e l t  o n  t h e  n e e d  f o r  s o l i d a r i t y  i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  h e m i s p h e r e ,  

j G e n e r a l  M a r s h a l l  c a l l e d  o n  t h e  L e g i o n  t o  s p r e a d  u n d e r -

:j ------------------------— — .— —  -

61. The Chicago Tribune, September 17, 1941, p. 1.
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I standing of the army’s training program so that the people 

!would stop Interfering with the training of the army.

!j The most interesting part of the convention came on
'j

|! the debates on the neutrality  and land-lease resolutions.62
ij

jiln these debates were such staunch iso lationists as Senators 

jBennett Champ Clark of Missouri, Senator C. Vtfayland Brooks
i
|iof I llin o is  and Congressman Hamilton Fish of New York. On 

!!the other side was Senator Tom Connally of Texas, who, i t  

iiwas thought was sent by the Administration to plead its
j
.cause for sending Lend-Lease aid to Russia. At f i r s t ,  he

jlwas challenged as to his standing in the Legion as a member.
! j
;When this was cleared up, he was permitted to participate in 

the floor debates. I t  was the f i r s t  time in Legion history 

that members of the United States Senate took an active 

part in debating on Legion resolutions.

The resolutions for repeal of the neutrality leg isla

tion and for removing a ll restrictions as to where the army 

could be sent in case of attack, went through easily. The 

question of aid to Russia came upon the minority report to 

the effect that the Legion "reiterate i ts  oft-stated position 

,on Communism and definitely go on record as opposing aid to 

‘Russia under the Lend-Lease a c t.” The Foreign Relations

62. Much of this information was given the writer by 
iJackson Towne, Librarian at Michigan State College, who 
Jwas a delegate to this convention.
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Committee of the Legion had voted 36 to 6 against the reso

lu tio n . When Senator Connally took the rostrum, he argued 

for the convention to keep fa ith  with the committee and not 

'jbetray them. But as for the Lend-Lease act he stated:j | 
i t

j |  Not one dime is being given Russia. Russia is paying 
.Ifor the aid i t  gets from. us. Issues must be met when they 
I’arise, not now. Former resolutions you have adopted have 
’(approved the acts of the President and Congress. Those 
jwho attempt to obstruct the Lend-Lease act do not serve 
jjtheir country.^
i i
i|Then Senator Clark took up the issue. He spoke as a T,rank
, i

!iand f i l e ” member as he said :
il, i

I know that the rank and file  is against participation 
in other people fs wars. I know that the Legion has never 
embraced bloody Joe Stalin. I f  we endorse aid to Russia, 
Iet*s advocate turning Earl Browder out of the penitentiary 
;and have him entertained at the White House with Lord 
’Halifax and others who are trying to get us into war. The 
policy against Communism and involvement in Europe1s wars 
has been the policy of the Legion un til the regime of the 
.(present commander (Milo J. Warner) . ^4

Puring his speech, Clark was booed. John Stelle, former 

jacting governor of I llin o is , argued against the minority

i » e p o r t  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  t h a t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w o u l d  n o t  b e
1!
Riding Communism by giving Lend-Lease aid to Russia. The 

tTnited States would be helping itse lf . Stephen F. Chad

wick, former national commander, could not see why he or 

his children should be taxed to "bail Russia out of the 

(situation” she was in and he condemned Stalin and Communism.

63. The Milwaukee Journal, September 18, 1941, p. 9

64. The Chicago Tribune, September 18, 1941, p. 2.
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I There were many appeals for the Legion to keep fa ith

| with the 22-year old policy of “opposing Russia and Com- 

! munism. “ The d ifficu lty , i t  appears, was in using the 

terms “Russia” and “Communism” interchangeably. Anyway,

I i t  was Ray Murphy, chairman of the Poreign Relations Com-
iji
iimittee of the Legion, who offered the best solution of!j
I giving Lend-Lease aid to Russia and s t i l l  oppose Commun- 

lism, when he stated:

;| So far as the matter of Communism is concerned, I am
jprepared to reveal that our Americanism Committee will 
j offer a resolution that our Legion again go on record as 
|! opposing Communism, saying that i t  remains unalterably 
; opposed to Communism, Nazism, and Fascism as equally false 
|and dangerous . . . .  That will take care of the Legion’s 
;i stand on Communism. The question now before us is on a 
"matter of government policy* Aid to Russia is  primarily 
'aid to the United S tates.65

One other speaker talked in terms of what the effect

I would be when H itler learned that the Legion had votedi
against aid to Russia and also what the effect would be 

,in Russia. Xt would indicate division in the United States 

and the President had called for unity. I t  was fe lt  that 

the Administration forces were stalling  for time by post

poning votes on the resolutions. In case of an adverse 

I vote, the news would be kept out of the afternoon papers.

I The vote came late  in the afternoon, and the minority 

report was tabled by a vote of 874 to 604. Then a reso- 

:j lution was submitted in such a way that i t  did not mention

\ 65. The Milwaukee Journal, September 17, 1941, p. 1.

:i
‘i
I j
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aid to Russia, but a general one to support the President 

and Congress in their foreign policy.

| Commenting on this convention, Time summarized in

| this manner:I

I Significant was the convention’s treatment of two 
| men who have been Legion heroes for almost a quarter

century: Missouri’s beet-faced, belligerent Senator 
' Bennet Champ Clark, and New York* s gangling, ham-handed 
Representative Hamilton Fish, both a irtigh t, waterproof, 

j hermetically sealed iso la tion ists . Clark, one of the 17 
! Legion founders and the f i r s t  permanent Legion chairman,
| was roundly booed. Fish, who wrote the preamble to the 
| Legion constitution came to town to make converts, soon 
! gave up and l e f t .6® 
i
| Hot so generous, however, was the Chicago Tribune. During 

j the convention, the dispatches were a ll slanted along the

; well-known iso la tion ist path of the Tribune owner, Colonel
II
i McCormick. One of i ts  reporters took a poll of i ts  own to

| refute the report of Market Analysis, Inc., to the effect

I that about 70 per cent of the Legionnaires did not favor
67i United States entrance into the war. But less than 100

■j
1 Legionnaires were polled. All the iso lationist speeches 

I were played up in i ts  pages during the four-day convention 

with barely a mention of the other speakers. L ittle  was

i s a i d  o f  t h e  a i d  t o  B r i t a i n ,  b u t  i t  d i d  e m p h a s i z e  t h e
I] ■

|  L e g i o n ’ s  p r o g r a m  a g a i n s t  f o e s  f r o m  w i t h i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .

; |  V s/ h e n  i t  s a w  t h a t  t h e  I s o l a t i o n i s t  c a u s e  h a d  l o s t ,  t h e
l!

Legion convention was made to take on the appearance of

■ t

ij ___ —------------------------- —

! 66. Time, Vol. 38, September 29, 1941, p. 12.
i
' ^ 0 Ck3-cag° Tribune, September 16, 1941, p. 2.
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a Hew Deal c o n sp ira c y .T h e re  was a 11 pro-war steam 

ro lle r” in operation made up of Hew Deal "war mongers.”

An ed ito ria l in The Chicago Tribune summarized i ts  feelings 

thus:

The clique in control . . • saw to i t  that the 
o ffic ia l invitations to address the delegates v/ere con
fined to such extremists among the war-mongers as Secre
tary Knox and Mayor La Guardia . . . .  The war mongers * 
drive to obtain control of the convention was not d if f i 
cult to achieve. The preparations were so elaborate, the 

'machinery was so obvious, that the resu lt has lost meaning 
! in the public mind. The official record of the American 
| Legion at Milwaukee will show that i t  voted to send Ameri- 
j can boys to fight in foreign wars and for the repeal of 
I the neutrality  act. These will permit a warbound admin- 
j  is tra tio n  to create the incidents which i t  hopes will 
j influence the people to follow this suicidal course.^
i
i A few Legion posts in Illin o is  and Indiana rescinded
|

the convention resolutions and refused to go along with the 

I national organization, but la ter they a ll came back into 

lin e . The Chicago Daily Hews gave a much greater coverage 

: of a ll  the opinions expressed and took a more rea lis tic  

approach to the international situation. A cartoon, no
!|

i doubt intended as a slap at the Tribune1s iso la tion ist

! stand, showed Hitler at the console of a mammoth organ
I
i! with Goebbels standing beside him and both were singing, 

j! ”Let Me Call You Sweetheart” and the notes were engulfing

68. Compare Charles A. Beard, President Roosevelt 
and the Coming of the War 1941, pp. 4-12 and Forrest 
Davis and Ernest Lindley, How War Came; an American, White 
Paper; From the Fall of France to Pearl Harbor.

69. The Chicago Tribune, September 19, 1941, p. 14.



www.manaraa.com

269

T r i b u n e  T  o w e  r .

T h e  H e w  Y o r k  T i m e s  a l s o  f a v o r e d  t h e  s t a n d  t h e  L e g i o n  

t o o k  i n  i t s  M i l w a u k e e  c o n v e n t i o n .  I t  r e v i e w e d  t h e  c h a n g e s  

i n  L e g i o n  p o l i c y  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n s  a t  C h i c a g o ,  B o s t o n  

j a n d  M i l w a u k e e *  T h e  L e g i o n  d e c l a r e d  a t  C h i c a g o ,  o n e  m o n t h  

a f t e r  t h e  w a r  b r o k e  o u t  i n  E u r o p e  t h a t  “ t h i s  n a t i o n  n e e d  

n o t  b e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  E u r o p e a n  c o n f l i c t , ”  i n s i s t e d  

t h a t  t h e  1 1 P r e s i d e n t  . . .  a n d  t h e  C o n g r e s s  p u r s u e  a  p o l i c y  

. . .  ( t h a t  w o u l d )  p r e v e n t  i n v o l v e m e n t . 1 1  B u t  m e e t i n g  i n  

B o s t o n  a  y e a r  l a t e r ,  w h e n  C o n g r e s s  s t i l l  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  

n e u t r a l i t y  A c t  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  r e a l  n e e d s  a n d  t h e  u n d e r 

l y i n g  l o y a l t i e s  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  p e o p l e ,  t h e  L e g i o n  s h o u t e d  

|  d o w n  a  r e s o l u t i o n  c o m m i t t i n g  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t o  a  p o l i c y  

|  o f  M h a n d s  o f f ”  a n d  “ s t r i c t  n e u t r a l i t y , ”  a n d  i n s t e a d  v o t e d

' |  a  c o n d e m n a t i o n  o f  1 1  a g g r e s s  o r  n a t i o n s . 1 1  A t  M i l w a u k e e ,
!l
ij w h e n  t h e  n a t i o n  w a s  s t i l l  t e c h n i c a l l y  a t  p e a c e  a n d  t h e  

| ;  i r r e s p o n s i b l e  N e u t r a l i t y  A c t  w a s  s t i l l  o n  t h e  s t a t u t e  

j j  b o o k s ,  t h e  L e g i o n  a s k e d  f o r  t h e  d e f e a t  o f  H i t l e r  a n d  

l l  w h a t  h e  s t a n d s  f o r . ' 1  I f  t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  w a r ,  t h e n  t h e
j j

! |  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  s h o u l d  b e  p r e p a r e d  t o  d o  t h e  f i g h t i n g
[I
ij 1 1  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  . . .  s o  t h a t  o u r  h o m e s

| i  r e m a i n  I n t a c t  a n d  o u r  f a m i l i e s  s e c u r e . ”  T h e  T i m e s
i

c o n t i n u e d :

j T h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n ’ s  1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  m e m b e r s  h a v e  n o t
I b e e n  n o t e d  f o r  g r i n d i n g  a n y  a x e  b u t  t h e i r  o w n .  D r a w n  

i m p a r t i a l l y  f r o m  a l l  t h e  v a r i o u s  s o c i a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  
I s t r a t a  o f  t h e  n a t i o n ,  t h e y  a r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  n o  
j !  p a r t i c u l a r  s e c t i o n ,  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  o r  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t .
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O n e  t h i n g  t h e y  h a v e  i n  c o m m o n — t h a t  n e a r l y  a  q u a r t e r  o f  a  
c e n t u r y  a g o  t h e y  a l l  w o r e  t h e i r  c o u n t r y ’ s  u n i f o r m ,  O t h e r -  

|  w i s e  t h e  L e g i o n  i s  a b o u t  a s  g o o d  a  c r o s s - s e c t i o n  o f  A m e r i 
c a n  o p i n i o n ,  w i t h  a l l  i t s  c o n f u s i o n ,  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  a n d  

| p a r a d o x e s ,  a s  c a n  b e  f o u n d .  T h e s e  a r e  f a c t s  w h i c h  s h o u l d  
|  b e  n o t e d  b y  A x i s  s t a t e s m e n  t r y i n g  t o  w e i g h  f r o m  a f a r  t h e  

t e m p e r  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .
!■
! L y l e  J .  S t a m b a u g h  o f  N o r t h  D a k o t a  w a s  e l e c t e d  t h e  n e v /
i
|  N a t i o n a l  C o m m a n d e r  a n d  w a s  i m m e d i a t e l y  a c c u s e d  o f  l a c k i n g
|
■ |

j j f a i t h  i n  t h e  L e g i o n  p r o g r a m .  B u t  h e  p r o m i s e d  t h a t  h e
Si| j w o u l d  f a i t h f u l l y  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  m a n d a t e s  o f  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n .

j H e  w a s  c o n v i n c e d ,  h e  s a i d ,  “ t h a t  p e a c e  w i t h  H i t l e r  i s  b u t

a n o t h e r  d e f i n i t i o n  f o r  e n s l a v e m e n t  t o  H i t l e r ”  a n d  “ t h a t

i w e  s h o u l d  d o  e v e r y t h i n g  w e  c o u l d  t o  s t o p  H i t l e r  n o w ,  i n

i | 1 9 4 1 ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  b e  f o r c e d  i n t o  a  s t i l l  m o r e  d e s p e r a t e
7 1

j !  a n d  f o r l o r n - h o p e  s t r u g g l e  I n  1 9 4 4  o r  1 9 4 5 . ! l  I n  a  f r o n t
i>
■ p a g e  e d i t o r i a l  o f  T h e  N a t i o n a l  L e g i o n n a i r e  a f t e r  t h e

i a t t a c k  o n  P e a r l  H a r b o r  b y  t h e  J a p a n e s e  o n  D e c e m b e r  7 ,

1 9 4 1 ,  h e  w r o t e :

W e  a r e  n o t  g o i n g  t o  s h o u t  J a p a n  I n t o  s u b m i s s i o n .  W e  
i a r e  g o i n g  t o  s h o o t  h e r  t h e r e .  T h e  d i e  i s  c a s t .  T h e r e  c a n  

b e  n o  t u r n i n g  b a c k .  P a c i n g  t h e  b r u t a l  r e a l i t i e s  o f  l i f e ,  
w e  o f  A m e r i c a  m u s t  g o  f o r w a r d  i n  o u r  s t r e n g t h ,  m u s t  p a y  

t h e  p r i c e ,  a n d  w i n  t h e  v i c t o r y ,  w h a t e v e r  t h e  c o s t  i n  
b l o o d  a n d  t r e a s u r e .  A m e r i c a  m u s t  b e  d e f e n d e d . 7 2

1 S i x  y e a r s  e a r l i e r  t h e  L e g i o n  m e m b e r s h i p  r e p r e s e n t e d

i b y  t h e i r  d e l e g a t e s  I n  c o n v e n t i o n  v o t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e i r

' l e a d e r  I n  f o l l o w i n g  a  p o l i c y  o f  n e u t r a l i t y ,  “ t h e  o p i u m  o f

7 0 .  E d i t o r i a l ,  T h e  N e w  Y o r k  T i m e s ,  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 ,  1 9 4 1 .
7 1 .  T h e  N a t i o n a l  L e g i o n n a i r e ,  N o v e m b e r ,  1 9 4 1 ,  p .  1 .

7 2 .  T h e  N a t i o n a l  L e g i o n n a i r e ,  D e c e m b e r ,  1 9 4 1 ,  p .  1 .
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j s e l f - d e c e p t i o n , n  X n  1 9 4 1 ,  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  r e p r e s e n t i n g
i
! L e g i o n  m e m b e r s h i p  v o t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  n a t i o n a l  c o m m a n d e r  

t o  r e v e r s e  t h e i r  p o l i c y .  F o r  t h e  f o u r t h  t i m e  i n  A m e r i c a n  

! h i s t o r y ,  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  n e u t r a l i t y  f a i l e d  t o  k e e p  t h e  U n i t e d  

’ S t a t e s  o u t  o f  w a r ,

C o n c l u s i o n

A f t e r  W o r l d  W a r  I  t h e r e  w e r e  t w o  c o n f l i c t i n g  t h e o r i e s  

a s  t o  t h e  c o u r s e  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  s h o u l d  p u r s u e  t o  r e m a i n  

a t  p e a c e  a n d  t o  a v o i d  e n t a n g l e m e n t  i n  f u t u r e  w a r s .  O n e  o f
I
! t h e s e  w a s  t h e  W i l s o n i a n  t h e o r y  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  c o u l d  n o t  l o n g  r e m a i n  n e u t r a l  i n  e v e n t  o f  

a  m a j o r  c o n f l i c t  a n d  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  h o p e  f o r  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  w a s  i n  a c t i v e  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r  n a t i o n s  t o  

j p r e v e n t  w a r .  T h i s  t h e o r y  w a s  r e p u d i a t e d  b y  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  

j  P a r t y  a f t e r  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  1 9 2 0 .  T h e  o t h e r  t h e o r y  w a s  

|  f o r  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t o  r e m a i n  a l o o f  a n d  b e  n o n - c o o p e r a -  

' t i v e - - t o  f o l l o w  a  p o l i c y  o f  i s o l a t i o n  a n d  n e u t r a l i t y .  T h e
i
|  l a t t e r  p o l i c y  h e l d  s w a y .
I
|  W h e n  f o r c e s  i n  t h e  w o r l d  g a v e  e v i d e n c e  o f  i m p e n d i n g

. w a r ,  C o n g r e s s ,  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  s e i z e d  t h e  i n i t i a -  

, t i v e  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  p o l i c y  c a l c u l a t e d  t o  p r e v e n t  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  i n v o l v e m e n t .  B e c a u s e  o f  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  a s  t o  t h e  

|  a c h i e v e m e n t s  o f  W o r l d  W a r  I  a n d  t o  f a l l a c i o u s  a s s u m p t i o n s  

[  a s  t o  w h y  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  e n t e r e d  t h a t  w a r ,  t h e  n e u t r a -  

l i t y  l e g i s l a t i o n  o f  1 9 3 5  w a s  a c c e p t e d  a s  t h e  m e a n s  t o
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p r e v e n t  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  a n o t h e r  w a r *

A l t h o u g h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o m m a n d e r  o f  t h e  L e g i o n  w a r n e d  

a g a i n s t  j u s t  s u c h  a  p o l i c y ,  t h e  r a n k  a n d  f i l e  o f  l e g i o n 

n a i r e s ,  b e i n g  l o y a l  a n d  p a t r i o t i c  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  

r e p u d i a t e d  t h e i r  o w n  l e a d e r s h i p  a n d  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  g o v e r n 

m e n t ' s  p o l i c y  o f  n e u t r a l i t y .  O n c e  n e u t r a l i t y  b e c a m e  

o f f i c i a l  s t a t e d  p o l i c y  t h e  L e g i o n  i n s i s t e d  o n  s c r u p u l o u s  

o b s e r v a n c e  o f  t h e  l a w s  e n a c t e d .  I n  a p p l y i n g  t h e  l a w s  t o  

p a r t i c u l a r  p r o b l e m s  a n d  i s s u e s  i n  t h e  f o r e i g n  r e l a t i o n s

j o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  i t  b e c a m e  e v i d e n t  t h a t  g r e a t  s e g 

m e n t s  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w e r e  n o t  

n e u t r a l  i n  t h o u g h t s  a n d  f e e l i n g s  a n d  t h a t  p a r t s  o f  t h e  

n e u t r a l i t y  l a w s  p l a c e d  n a t i o n s  f o r  w h i c h  t h e r e  w a s  A m e r i -

1 c a n  s y m p a t h y  a t  a  d i s a d v a n t a g e  i n  t h e i r  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t

| a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  l a w s  t o  r i s i n g  I s s u e s  p r o v e d  t o  t h e
i
| L e g i o n  t h a t  a  b l u e p r i n t  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  I n  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y

I c a n n o t  b e  a c c u r a t e l y  c h a r t e d .  I t  w a s  t h e  e v e n t s  a n d  n o t

|  a n  a n a l y s i s  o f  n e u t r a l i t y  a s  a  p o l i c y  t h a t  p r o v e d  i t s
1
| b a n k r u p t c y .

B e c a u s e  t h e  p r o p o s e d  L u d l o w  A m e n d m e n t  w o u l d  h a v e  

m e a n t  a  m a j o r  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  t h e o r y  a n d  p r a c t i c e  o f  r e 

p r e s e n t a t i v e  g o v e r n m e n t  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  b e c a u s e  

i t  w o u l d  h a v e  p e r m i t t e d  a g g r e s s i o n  i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  h e m i s -

I p h e r e ,  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  a c c e p t e d  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  

M o n r o e  D o c t r i n e ,  t h e  L e g i o n  o p p o s e d  i t .
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W h e n  i t  b e c a m e  e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  s h i p m e n t s  o f  s c r a p  

i r o n  a n d  o t h e r  w a r  m a t e r i a l s  t o  J a p a n  p l a c e d  t h e  v i c t i m  

o f  J a p a n e s e  a g g r e s s i o n — C h i n a — a t  a  d i s a d v a n t a g e ,  t h e  

L e g i o n  a d v o c a t e d  c e s s a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  s h i p m e n t s ,  a p p r o v e d  

t h e  a b r o g a t i o n  o f  t h e  t r a d e  t r e a t y  e n t e r e d  i n t o  i n  1 9 1 1 ,  

a n d ,  t o  s h o w  t h a t  i t  w a s  n o  l o n g e r  n e u t r a l ,  e x p r e s s e d  

s y m p a t h y  f o r  C h i n a .

T h e  L e g i o n  h a s  a l w a y s  d e c r i e d  t h e  p a c i f i s t  i n f l u e n c e  

i n  p r e v e n t i n g  i t s  n a t i o n a l  d e f e n s e  p r o g r a m  f r o m  b e i n g  

a d o p t e d  b y  t h e  A m e r i c a n  p e o p l e  a n d  C o n g r e s s .  H o w e v e r ,  

i t  f o l l o w e d  a  t y p e  o f  p a c i f i s m  i t s e l f  i n  s u p p o r t i n g  n e u 

t r a l i t y  r e s o l u t i o n s  t h a t  h a d  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  n u l l i f y i n g  t h e  

M o n r o e  D o c t r i n e ,  a s  f a r  a s  i n t e r v e n t i o n  a n d  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

s u p r e m a c y  i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  h e m i s p h e r e  w e r e  c o n c e r n e d .  Y e t  

i t  s h o u l d  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  g e n e r a l l y  n e u t r a l i t y  s t e m m e d  f r o m  

a  p o l i c y  o f  m i l i t a r y  w e a k n e s s ,  a n d  s e e m i n g l y  f r o m  a  d e t e r 

m i n a t i o n  t o  r e m a i n  w e a k .  N o  d o u b t  h a d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

b e e n  a c t i n g  f r o m  a  p o s i t i o n  o f  s t r e n g t h  i n s t e a d  o f  w e a k 

n e s s ,  t h e  L e g i o n  w o u l d  h a v e  s u p p o r t e d  s u c h  a c t i o n .

I n  1 9 3 8 ,  t h e  L e g i o n  o p p o s e d  l i f t i n g  t h e  a r m s  e m b a r g o  

t o  a i d  S p a n i s h  L o y a l i s t s ,  b u t  t o o k  n o  a c t i o n  i n  1 9 3 9  i n  

t h e  4 4 - d a y  d e b a t e  i n  C o n g r e s s  w h e n  t h e  a r m s  e m b a r g o  w a s  

l i f t e d .

A l t h o u g h  r e c o g n i z i n g  a n d  a p p r e c i a t i n g  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  

o f  F i n l a n d  i n  p a y i n g  o f f  h e r  W o r l d  W a r  I  d e b t s  t o  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  w h e n  R u s s i a  a t t a c k e d  F i n l a n d  i n  1 9 4 0  a n d
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t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  m a k i n g  a n o t h e r  l o a n  t o  F i n l a n d  c a m e  u p ,  

t h e  L e g i o n  o p p o s e d  i t  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  t h a t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

m i g h t  b e c o m e  i n v o l v e d  i n  w a r *  H o  l o a n  w a s  g r a n t e d .

W h e n  t h e  L e g i o n  a p p r o v e d  a i d  t o  B r i t a i n  t h r o u g h  L e n d -  

L e a s e  a n d  t h e  e x c h a n g e  o f  o v e r - a g e  d e s t r o y e r s  f o r  A t l a n t i c  

a i r  a n d  n a v a l  b a s e s ,  n e u t r a l i t y  a s  a  p o l i c y  h a d  b e e n  p r e t t y  

m u c h  a b a n d o n e d  a n d  t h e  L e g i o n  w a s  c o n c e r n e d  m o r e  w i t h  n a 

t i o n a l  d e f e n s e  a n d  n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y .  T h e s e  f o r m s  o f  a i d  

t o  B r i t a i n  c a m e  a t  a  t i m e  w h e n  t h e  L e g i o n  w a s  u n c e r t a i n  a s  

t o  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  n e u t r a l i t y  w o u l d  p r e v e n t  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h e  w a r .  I t  w a s  h o p e d  t h a t  L e n d - L e a s e  a n d  

t h e  b a s e s  w o u l d  s t r e n g t h e n  n a t i o n a l  d e f e n s e  a n d  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  i n v o l v e m e n t  w o u l d  b e  f o r e s t a l l e d .  N e u t r a l i t y  n o w  

a s  f a r  a s  t h e  L e g i o n  w a s  c o n c e r n e d  h a d  b e e n  r e p l a c e d  b y  a  

“ b i a s e d  b e l l i g e r e n c y . * 1

I n  i d e o l o g i c a l  m a t t e r s ,  a i d  t o  R u s s i a . i n v o l v e d  m o r e  

t h a n  a i d  t o  B r i t a i n .  T h e r e  w a s  a  d e e p - s e a t e d  h a t r e d  - o f  

C o m m u n i s m  a n d  a  d i s t r u s t  o f  R u s s i a  e v e r  s i n c e  t h e  L e g i o n  

h a d  b e e n  o r g a n i z e d .  W h i l e  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h a t  a i d  t o  R u s s i a  

w o u l d  a i d  n a t i o n a l  d e f e n s e  a n d  n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y ,  t h e  

L e g i o n  o f f i c i a l s  o p p o s e d  s u c h  a i d  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  t h a t  i t  

i m p l i e d  a p p r o v a l  o f  C o m m u n i s m  a n d  R u s s i a .  W h e n  i t  w a s  

p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  L e g i o n  c o u l d  s t i l l  o p p o s e  C o m m u n i s m  

i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w h i l e  a p p r o v i n g  L e n d - L e a s e  a i d  t o  

R u s s i a  t o  a i d  n a t i o n a l  d e f e n s e ,  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e
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M i l w a u k e e  c o n v e n t i o n  d i s r e g a r d e d  t h e i r  l e a d e r s h i p * s  w i s h e s  

a n d  a p p r o v e d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  p o l i c y  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r .  A l o n g  

w i t h  t h i s  a p p r o v a l ,  t h e  L e g i o n  c a m e  o u t  f o r  r e p e a l  o f  t h e  

n e u t r a l i t y  l e g i s l a t i o n .

I n  g e n e r a l ,  i t  m a y  b e  s a i d ,  t h e  L e g i o n  w a s  a  f o l l o w e r ,  

a n d  n o t  a  f o r e r u n n e r ,  o f  t h e  p o l i c i e s  o f  s u p p o r t i n g  a n d  

a b a n d o n i n g  n e u t r a l i t y .  W o r l d - s h a k i n g  e v e n t s  a n d  t h e  i m 

p o s s i b i l i t y  t o  c o p e  w i t h  t h e m  u n d e r  t h e  n e u t r a l i t y  l e g i s l a 

t i o n  g r a d u a l l y  c h a n g e d  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s 1  p o l i c y  a w a y  

f r o m  n e u t r a l i t y .
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CHAPTER VII

INTER-AMSRICAN AFFAIRS 

For many years, the American Legion showed only slight 

in terest in the relations of the United States with i ts  

Latin-American neighbors. This lack of concern charac

terized Legion opinion not only in the twenties but also 

for several years after the enunciation of the G-ood 

Neighbor Policy by President Roosevelt in 1933.

The Good Neighbor Policy 

In his inaugural address on March 4, 1933, President 

Roosevelt stated that f,in the field  of world policy I 

would dedicate this nation to the policy of the good

J  neighbor--the neighbor who resolutely respects himself,
'!

,| and, because he does so, respects the sanctity of his
i
j! agreements in and with a world of neighbors.11 A l i t t le

j. over a month la te r, on April 14, 1933, while addressing
II
1 the Governing Board of the Pan-American Union in Its
ii
! j

ij celebration of Pan-American Day, President Roosevelt gave
i j

|! more details of his good neighbor policy, declaring:
!i
i] The celebration of Pan-American Day in this building,
!' dedicated to international good will and cooperation,
| exemplifies a unity of thought and purpose among the 
j peoples of this hemisphere. I t  Is a manifestation of the 

common ideal of mutual helpfulness, sympathetic under-

1. Congressional Record, 73rd Congress, Special
Session, Vol. 77, part 1, March 4 to 6, 1933, pp. 5-6.
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standing, and sp iritual solidarity . There is inspiration 
in the thought that on this day the attention of the 
citizens of the 21 Republics of America is focused on 
the common ties--h is to rica l, cultural, economic, and 
social—which bring them one to another. Common ideals 
and a community of in terest, together with a s p ir it  of 
cooperation, have led to the realization that the well
being of one nation depends . . .  upon the well-being 
of i ts  neighbors. I t  is upon these foundations that Pan- 
Americanism has been bu ilt . . . .  Hand in hand with 
the Pan-American doctrine of continental self-defense, 
the peoples of the American Republics understand more 
clearly, with the passing years, that the independence 
of each republic must recognize the independence of every 
other republic, Rach one of us must grow by an advance
ment of civ ilization  and social well-being and not by 
the acquisition of territory  at the expense of any other
neighbor.2

Following these statements by President Roosevelt 

on the Good Neighbor Policy i t  devolved upon Secretary of 

State Cordell Hull to further define and implement the 

policy. For this purpose the Montevideo Conference was 

scheduled.

I t  was the strategy of Secretary Hull at this con

ference to permit the Latin American nations, especially 

Argentina, the rival of the United States in western 

hemisphere a ffa irs , take the lead and for the United 

States to remain in the background. Through many private 

conferences with the delegations of these nations the 

old suspicions became less intense. Secretary Hull 

assured each delegation in the manner, quoted as follows:

2. Congressional Record, 73rd Congress, 1st Session, 
Vol. 77, Part 2, April 21, 1933, p. 2104.
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There is nothing my Government wants or is seeking 
down here except to carry forward the doctrine or the 
Good Neighbor, be simply want to cooperate fu lly  with 
a ll  Latin american countries in promoting the po litica l 
and economic ideals in which we are a il alike equally 
and mutually interested.^

The doctrine of the Good Neighbor, according to 

Secretary Hull "included the fundamentals of a ll those 

relationships between the nations of this hemisphere 

|which should be asserted and scrupulously maintained.

I t  embraced the doctrine of te rr ito ria l and political 

integrity of each nation, the freedom of their citizens 

and their absolute sovereignty. I t  also included the 

promotion of peace and economic welfare."

Nonintervention was probably the point of keenest 

! debate at Montevideo. Secretary Hull was interested in

I having the United States government give up the practice 

, of intervention in the affairs of Latin American coun

tr ie s , but this was contingent upon the satisfaction of

* previous commitments. His statement is  quoted as follows:

,j My Government Is doing i ts  utmost, with due regard
to commitments made in the past, to end with a ll possible

II speed engagements which have been set up by previous
1 circumstances. There are some engagements which can be 

removed more speedily than others. In some instances 
disentanglement from obligations of another era can only 
be brought about through the exercise of some patience.4

As to the Convention on the Rights and Duties of 

States agreed upon at Montevideo, Secretary Hull voted to

3. Ib id ., p. 326.

4# ihe Memoirs of Cordell Hull, Vol. 1, p. 333.
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accept i t  with this condition: the United States reserved 

i t s  rights by "the law of nations as generally recog

nized*fl

The Good Neighbor Policy was destined to drive out 

the old slogans of "the big s tic k ,11 11 the big brother," 

and "dollar diplomacy" and the actions that corresponded 

to these slogans* I t  was the policy of the Roosevelt 

administration to ca ll for the cooperation of a ll the 

western hemisphere nations in making the Monroe Doctrine 

a m ultilateral policy of the western hemisphere nations 

instead of continuing i t  as a unilateral policy of the 

United States. Earlier President Roosevelt had imple

mented the pledge of Woodrow Wilson at Mobile, Alabama, 

in 1913 to the effect that the United States would
i j
j; "never again consent to seek one additional foot of 

! territo ry  by conquest" In declaring against "armed 

' intervention" in Latin American countries.i
| Looking to the more practical aspects of the G-ood

j  Neighbor Policy and especially to hemisphere defense,

| Louis Johnson as Assistant Secretary of War set forth  plans

' for American industry in preparation for "M" Day. I t  was

I a part of this program to develop "close economic and
5military ties with Latin America."0 With the Axis

5. Compare Drew Pearson, "The Washington Merry-Go- 
Round" in The Denver Post, April 1, 1949, p. 5; Con
gressional Record, 76th Congress, 1st Session, Vol. 84, 
Part 15, Appendix, 1939, p. 3057.
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powers making inroads in Latin American countries, appre

hension was fe lt  for the m ilitary security of the western 

hemisphere. The United States would need not only the 

cooperation of a ll western hemisphere nations in pro

viding this security, but also would want to have access 

to the thousands of raw materials that would be essential 

in the war industries.

Acceptance of the Good Neighbor Policy by Latin 

American countries was enthusiastic. I t  was not so with 

the American Legion. At i ts  Milwaukee convention in 194-1, 

the United States Ambassador to Mexico, Josephus Daniels, 

was there to plead the cause of "western hemisphere so li

darity" and for Legion support for the Roosevelt adminis

tra tion1 s Inter-American policies. In appealing for this 

support, Ambassador Daniels said In part, quoted as fol-
i

!lows:

j Our day of need is here . . . .  You are the men
; who know that not only concerted action on our part,
I but also on the part of the peoples of a ll the Americas, 
i are v ita l to safeguarding those things which constitute 
our very existence. You, and a ll patrio ts, therefore, 
celebrate with enthusiasm the advent of continental 
solidarity  . . . .  Members of the Legion returned 

| from the Armistice with a knowledge born of b itte r  
iexperience that the only answer to greed is force— 
force to the lim it. Iso lationists from 1920 to 1933 
denied the sound doctrine of Washington, "To be prepared 
for war Is one of the most effectual means of preserving 
peace." We have another type of armament and one which 
strengthens us beyond any material weapon. I t  is the 
arsenal of fu ll cooperation of a ll the people of the 
Hew World in mutual defense against the permeation of 
Imported "isms" or alien symptoms of government . . . .
All these republics have fe l t  the sting of government 
imposed by im perialistic foreign rule. The heart1s 
desire of a ll Americans from Alaska to Tierra del Fuega
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I s  c o n s e c r a t e d  t o  c o n t i n e n t a l  s o l i d a r i t y — s o l i d a r i t y  t o  
u p h o l d  a n d  u n d e r g i r d  d e m o c r a c y  a n d  t h e  r i g h t  o f  e v e r y  
m a n  a n d  p e o p l e s  t o  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t ,  K a c h  a n d  a l l  h a v e  

j o i n e d  i n  t h e  h i g h  r e s o l v e  t o  s t a n d  t o g e t h e r  a g a i n s t  
a n y  t o t a l i t a r i a n  i n v a s i o n  h y  p r o p a g a n d a ,  g u n  o r  " b o m b s ,  
a n d  i n  t h e  s o l e m n  c o n s e c r a t i o n  t h a t  i n  m u t u a l  p r o t e c 
t i o n  a n y  a t t a c k  u p o n  o n e  w i l l  c a l l  i n t o  a c t i o n  t h e  c o m 

b i n e d  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  o t h e r  2 1  r e p u b l i c s . ®

L e g i o n  A t t i t u d e  T o w a r d  T h e  G o o d  N e i g h b o r  P o l i c y  

T h e  L a t i n - A m e r i c a n  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  s e e m s  

t o  h a v e  f i r s t  a t t r a c t e d  t h e  n o t i c e  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  

i n  1 9 2 3  a t  i t s  n a t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n  i n  S a n  F r a n c i s c o .  O n  

t h i s  o c c a s i o n ,  t h e  L e g i o n  c a l l e d  f o r  c r e a t i n g  u a  c o m m i t t e e  

o n  A m e r i c a n i s m  i n  f o r e i g n  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  t o  h a v e  d i r e c t i o n  

o v e r  d e p a r t m e n t a l  w o r k  a i m e d  t o  i n f o r m  t h e  n a t i v e s  o f  

s u c h  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s  a s  M e x i c o ,  P a n a m a ,  C u b a  a n d  o t h e r  

L a t i n - A m e r i c a n  c o u n t r i e s ,  a s  t o  t h e  r e a l  f e e l i n g  o f  t h e  

A m e r i c a n  p e o p l e  t o w a r d  t h e  p e o p l e s  o f  a l l  o t h e r  c o u n 

t r i e s ,  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  o f  L a t i n - A m e r i c a ,  a n d  t h e  

d e s i r e  o f  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t o  a i d  i n  

a n y  m a i m e r  p o s s i b l e  t h e  a d v a n c e m e n t  o f  f r i e n d l y  r e l a 

t i o n s  b e t w e e n  t h e  n a t i o n a l s  o f  s u c h  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  t h o s e  

o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s . ' f  N o t  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  L e g i o n *  s  

c o n v e n t i o n  i n  M i l w a u k e e  i n  1 9 4 1  w h e n  A m b a s s a d o r  J o s e 

p h u s  D a n i e l s  a s k e d  f o r  L e g i o n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  G o o d

6 .  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  R e c o r d ,  7 7 t h  C o n g r e s s ,  1 s t  S e s s i o n ,  
V o l .  8 7 ,  p a r t  1 3 ,  O c t o b e r  6 ,  1 9 4 1 ,  p p .  4 4 8 4 - 4 4 8 8 ;  

M i l w a u k e e  J o u r n a l ,  S e p t e m b e r  1 7 ,  1 9 4 1 ,  p .  6 ;  M i l w a u k e e  
S e p t e m b e r  1 8 ,  1 9 4 1 ,  p p .  1  a n d  4 .

7 .  A n n u a l  R e p o r t s ,  1 9 2 4 ,  p .  8 4 .
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N e i g h b o r  p o l i c y  w a s  t h e r e  a n y  o f f i c i a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  

t h a t  p o l i c y .  T h i s  r e c o g n i t i o n  c a m e  i n  a  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  

L e g i o n *  s  F o r e i g n  R e l a t i o n s  C o m m i t t e e  w h e n  i t  c a l l e d  u p o n  

a l l  l e g i o n n a i r e s  t o  m a k e  a  t h o r o u g h  s t u d y  f l o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  

o f  t h e  r e c e n t  c o n f e r e n c e s  o n  P a n - A m e r i c a n i s m , 1 1  f o r  t h e  

c o m m i t t e e  f e l t  t h a t  u t h e  r a p i d  a d v a n c e m e n t  o f  t h e  n e w  

s p i r i t  o f  m u t u a l  h e l p  a n d  f r i e n d l i n e s s  c a n  b e  f u r t h e r e d  

i m m e a s u r a b l y  b y  a n  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  e c o n o m i c ,  p o l i t i 

c a l ,  a n d  c u l t u r a l  a t t a i n m e n t s  o f  t h e s e  n e i g h b o r  n a t i o n s . 1 1  

T h e  c o m m i t t e e  w a s  c o n c e r n e d  i n  f u r t h e r i n g  t h i s  p r o g r a m  

w h e n  i t  s t a t e d :

K n o w i n g  t h a t  t h e  t r i u m p h  o f  t y r a n n y  e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h e  
w o r l d  w o u l d  i m m e d i a t e l y  c h a l l e n g e  t h e  e n t i r e  e c o n o m i c  
p o l i c y  n o w  s o  c a r e f u l l y  p l a n n e d  f o r  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n c e  a n d  
p r o s p e r i t y  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a s ,  w e  u r g e  t h a t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
p r o c e e d  a s  s p e e d i l y  a s  p o s s i b l e  w i t h  t h e  p r o g r a m  o f  

m a k i n g  t h e s e  n a t i o n s  f r i e n d s  i n  f a c t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  n a m e ,  
a n d  o f  c a r r y i n g  o u t  p o l i c i e s  w h i c h  w i l l  i n u r e  t o  t h e  b e s t  

e c o n o m i c ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  a n d  c u l t u r a l  b e n e f i t  o f  a l l ,  w i t h 
o u t  h a r m f u l  d i s l o c a t i o n  o f  e x i s t i n g  m a r k e t s  . . . .  

I n f o r m e d  b y  p r e s s  a n d  r a d i o  o f  t h e  i n r o a d s ,  e v e n  n o w ,  
o f  N a z i - G e r m a n  c o l o n i z a t i o n  a n d  p r o p a g a n d a ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
i n  L a t i n  A m e r i c a n  c o u n t r i e s ,  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  u r g e s  a s s i s 

t a n c e  w h e r e v e r  p o s s i b l e  t o  c o u n t e r a c t i n g  s u c h  i n r o a d s .
I n  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n ,  w e  r e c o m m e n d  t . o  o u r  n a t i o n a l  o f f i 

c e r s  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  a  s t u d y  o f  p o s s i b l e  w a y s  a n d  
m e a n s  o f  g i v i n g  a i d  t o  c o u n t e r b a l a n c i n g  i n f l u e n c e s  

a g a i n s t  s u c h  p r o p a g a n d a ,  a s  s u g g e s t e d  r e c e n t l y  b y  o u r  
L e g i o n  c o m r a d e s  i n  C e n t r a l  A m e r i c a .  A m o n g  o t h e r  p r o 
p o s a l s ,  t h e s e  c o m r a d e s  h a v e  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  A m e r i c a n  

L e g i o n  m i g h t  a s s i s t  m a t e r i a l l y  a n d  e f f e c t i v e l y  b y  
b r o a d c a s t i n g  r a d i o  p r o g r a m s  d e d i c a t e d  t o  L a t i n  A m e r i c a  
d e s i g n e d  t o  p r o m o t e  e v e n  f r i e n d l i e r  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  
P a n - A m e r i c a n  n a t i o n s . ^

8. Annual Reports, 1941, p. 333.
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I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  m a d e  h e r e ,  t h e  F o r e i g n  

d e l a t i o n s  C o m m i t t e e  m a d e  t w o  s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  p o s s i b l e  

a c t i o n  o f  t h e  L e g i o n .  O n e  o f  t h e s e  w a s  ” t h e  d e s i r a b i l i t y
|i

| |  o f  e n c o u r a g i n g  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t s  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n ,  

a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  o f  t h e  b o r d e r  s t a t e s ,  a n d  t h e  

D e p a r t m e n t s  o f  P u e r t o  R i c o ,  M e x i c o  a n d  P a n a m a ,  t o  i n 

c r e a s e  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e i r  p o s t s  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  e n 

h a n c i n g  t h e i r  f r i e n d l y  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  P a n - A m e r i c a n  

n a t i o n s . ”  T h e  o t h e r  w a s  t h a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

o f  t h e  L e g i o n  s h o u l d  ” m a k e  a  s u r v e y  o f  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  

i n  L a t i n  A m e r i c a  f o r  t h e  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o f  e x i s t i n g  p o s t s  

o f  t h e  L e g i o n  a n d  a l l  c i t i z e n s  o f  o u r  g r e a t  l a n d  t o  s t r i v e  

p a t r i o t i c a l l y  a n d  l o y a l l y ,  n o w  a s  e v e r ,  t o  u p h o l d  o u r  

A m e r i c a n  t r a d i t i o n s ,  p r e s e r v e  o u r  d e m o c r a c y ,  a n d  b e  o n  

i n s t a n t  c a l l  f o r  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  o u r  n a t i o n . ”

N o  d o u b t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  n a t i o n a l  d e f e n s e  p l a y e d  t h e  

s t r o n g e s t  r o l e  i n  t h e  L e g i o n 1 s  d e s i r e  t o  s p e e d  t h e  I n t e r -

l | A m e r i c a n  p r o g r a m  w h e n  i t  r e c o m m e n d e d  ^ i n t e n s i f i e d  d e v e l o p 

m e n t  o f  a  c o m p l e t e  s y s t e m  o f  f e d e r a l  h i g h w a y s  i n  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l i n k s  t o  

A l a s k a  a n d  C e n t r a l  A m e r i c a . ” 9  C h a i r m a n  S u l l i v a n  o f  t h e  

L e g i o n 1 s  F o r e i g n  R e l a t i o n s  C o m m i t t e e  u r g e d  l e g i o n n a i r e s  

1 1  t o  s u p p o r t  f r i e n d l y  r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

a n d  t h e  L a t i n  A m e r i c a n  c o u n t r i e s ”  f o r  ” o n e  h i g h l y  i m p o r 

t a n t  e l e m e n t  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  d e f e n s e

9# The National Legionnaire, October, 1941, p. 11
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o f  o u r  c o u n t r y  i s  c o n t i n u a n c e  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  p o l i c y  o f  

u n i t i n g  t h e  t h o u g h t  a n d  e f f o r t  o f  a l l  t h e  A m e r i c a s . 1 * 1 0

T h e  L e g i o n  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h e  S t a t e  

D e p a r t m e n t  h a d  i n  i t s  d i p l o m a t i c  a f f a i r s .  F r a n c e  h a d  

f a l l e n ,  b u t  t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  s t i l l  h a d  I m p o r t a n t  

n e g o t i a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  u n o c c u p i e d  p a r t .  F i n l a n d  w a s  i n  

t h e  w a r ,  b u t  s t i l l  a t  p e a c e  w i t h  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  

T u r k e y  w a s  n e u t r a l  a n d  a  ^ m o s t  I m p o r t a n t  o n e . 1 1  E v e n  

w i t h  a l l  t h e  b e s t  w i s h e s  f o r  h e m i s p h e r e  s o l i d a r i t y  t h e  

L e g i o h  w a s  s u s p i c i o u s  o f  w h a t  L a t i n  A m e r i c a  m i g h t  d o  a s  

i s  t o  b e  w i t n e s s e d  f r o m  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  q u o t e d  a s  f o l l o w s :

I n  a  w o r l d  w h e r e  d i p l o m a t i c  p r o m i s e s  h a v e  b e e n  
t o s s e d  a b o u t  l i k e  c h a f f ,  t h e r e  r e m a i n  n a t i o n s  w i t h  

w h i c h  w e  a r e  a t  p e a c e  a n d  w i t h  w h i c h  o u r  S t a t e  D e p a r t 
m e n t  c a r r i e s  o n  i m p o r t a n t  n e g o t i a t i o n s  . . . .  A t  t h e  
s a m e  t i m e  t h e  w h o l e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  o u r  h e m i s p h e r i c  s o l i 

d a r i t y  r e m a i n s  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t ,  
a i d e d  b y  t h e  R o c k e f e l l e r  g r o u p  a n d  o t h e r  a g e n c i e s .

L a t i n  A m e r i c a  m u s t  r e m a i n  A m e r i c a n ,  a n d  n o t  g o  L a t i n  
o n  u s ,  i f  L a t i n  i s  a t  a l l  s y n o n y m o u s  w i t h  I t a l i a n .  F o r  

S p a n i s h  A m e r i c a  m u s t  b e  A m e r i c a n  a n d  n o t  S p a n i s h .  V ' / e  
f a c e  e v e r y  s o r t  o f  A x i s  i n t r i g u e  i n  t h e  n a t i o n s  t o  t h e  

s o u t h ;  i n t r i g u e ,  b r i b e r y ,  t h r e a t s ,  e s p i o n a g e ,  p r o p a -  
g a n d a . ^ - - * -

T h i s  s u s p i c i o n  w a s  f u r t h e r  e v i d e n c e d  w h e n  t h e  L e g i o n  

c o n t i n u e d  t o  v i e w  w i t h  a p p r e h e n s i o n  t h e  h i g h  p r i c e  

L a t i n  A m e r i c a n  c o u n t r i e s  w e r e  d e m a n d i n g  f o r  t h e  p r i c e  

o f  c o o p e r a t i o n .  I t s  s u s p i c i o n  i s  e v i d e n t  f r o m  t h e

1 0 .  T h e  N a t i o n a l  L e g i o n n a i r e ,  N o v e m b e r ,  1 9 4 1 ,  p .  2 .

1 1 .  T h e  N a t i o n a l  L e g i o n n a i r e ,  M a y ,  1 9 4 2 ,  p .  1 0 .
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s t a t e m e n t  q u o t e d ,  a s  f o l l o w s :

T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a s  m a n y  a n d  i n v o l v e d  d i p l o m a t i c  
c o n t a c t s  t h e s e  d a y s ,  o n e  s e t  b e i n g  w i t h  S o u t h  A m e r i c a ,  
w h i c h  i s  m o s t l y  o u r  f r i e n d  i f  n o t  o u r  a l l y ,  b u t  h a s  h e r e  
a n d  t h e r e  s h o w n  a  d i s p o s i t i o n  t o  d e m a n d  a  g o o d  d e a l  o f  

m o n e y  o r  t r a d e  a d v a n t a g e s . - ^

I n  s p i t e  o f  t h i s  s u s p i c i o n ,  a n d  t o  a l l a y  i t  i f  p o s s i 

b l e ,  t h e  F o r e i g n  R e l a t i o n s  C o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  L e g i o n  s t a t e d  

t h e  p o l i c y  t o  b e  p u r s u e d .  T h i s  a s s u r a n c e  i s  q u o t e d  a s  

f o l l o w s :

T o w a r d  o u r  f r i e n d s ,  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o w a r d s  t h o s e  
o f  t h e  A m e r i c a s ,  o u r  p o l i c y  i s  a n d  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  
t h a t  o f  m u t u a l  h e l p f u l n e s s ,  f a i r n e s s  a n d  g o o d  f a i t h .
W e  h a v e  n o  t e r r i t o r i a l  a m b i t i o n s ,  n o  d e s i r e  f o r  c o m m e r 
c i a l  d o m i n a t i o n  a n y w h e r e .

O n  M a y  7 ,  1 9 4 3 ,  t h e  L e g i o n  i n v i t e d  K e l s o n  A .  R o c k e 

f e l l e r ,  C o - o r d i n a t o r  o f  I n t e r - A m e r i c a n  A f f a i r s ,  t o  s p e a k  

b e f o r e  i t s  N a t i o n a l  E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  i n  I n d i a n a p o l i s .

| H e  m a d e  a n  i l o f f  t h e  r e c o r d ”  t a l k ,  b u t  w a s  r e p o r t e d  a s
1

s a y i n g :

T h e  g o o d  n e i g h b o r  p o l i c y  i s  p r o v i n g  t o  b e  m o r e  a n d  
m o r e  e f f e c t i v e  e v e r  s i n c e  t h e  f r a m e w o r k  w a s  s e t  u p  i n  

1 9 3 3  w h e n  t h e  f i r s t  I n t e r - A m e r i c a n  C o n f e r e n c e  w a s  h e l d  
i n  M o n t e v i d e o ,  c u l m i n a t i n g  i n  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  a t  R i o  d e  

J a n e i r o  l a s t  y e a r .  T h e  w a r  h a s  d r a w n  t h e  L a t i n - A m e r i c a n  
c o u n t r i e s  a n d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  c l o s e r  t o g e t h e r .  T h e  
g o o d  n e i g h b o r  p o l i c y  w i l l  b e  c a r r i e d  o n  a f t e r  t h e  

w a r  . . . .  1 4

H e  w e n t  o n  t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e  I n  t e r - A m e r i c a n  A f f a i r s  

b r a n c h  o f  t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  h a d  c a r r i e d  o n  a n

1 2 .  T h e  National L e g i o n n a i r e ,  J u l y ,  1 9 4 2 ,  p .  4 .

1 3 .  A n n u a l  R e p o r t s ,  1 9 4 2 ,  p .  3 1 1 .

1 4 .  T h e  N a t i o n a l  L e g i o n n a i r e ,  M a y ,  1 9 4 3 ,  p .  5 .
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" e d u c a t i o n a l  a n d  g o o d  w i l l  c a m p a i g n  f o r  t w o  a n d  a  h a l f  

y e a r s ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  m e d i u m  o f  b o o k s ,  m a g a z i n e s ,  m o v i e s  

a n d  t h e  r a d i o . "

I n  O c t o b e r ,  1 9 4 3 ,  t h e  L e g i o n  h e l d  i t s  t w e n t y - f i f t h  

a n n i v e r s a r y  c o n v e n t i o n  i n  O m a h a .  I t  w a s  t h e  t e n t h  a n n i 

v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  g o o d  n e i g h b o r  p o l i c y  a n d  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

w a r m l y  e n d o r s e d  i t  a p p a r e n t l y  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  " n o  l o n g e r  

a  p a r t y  p o l i c y ,  b u t  a  n a t i o n a l  p o l i c y . "  I t s  r e s o l u t i o n  

a p p r o v i n g  t h e  g o o d  n e i g h b o r  p o l i c y  r e a d  a s  f o l l o w s :

W h e r e a s ,  t h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  d e s i r e s  t o  a i d  a n d  
e n c o u r a g e  a  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  b e t w e e n  o u r  c o u n t r y  
a n d  t h e  o t h e r  A m e r i c a n  R e p u b l i c s ;  a n d  w h e r e a s ,  t h e  

A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  f e e l s  t h a t  t h e  w a r t i m e  s e c u r i t y  a n d  
p e a c e t i m e  p r o s p e r i t y  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a r e  i r r e v o c a b l y  
l i n k e d  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  A m e r i c a n  R e p u b l i c s ;  a n d  w h e r e a s ,  
t h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  o n l y  t h r o u g h  h e m i s 
p h e r i c  s o l i d a r i t y  m a y  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h o p e  t o  r e g a i n  
t h e  s t a n d a r d s  o f  l i v i n g  a l w a y s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  A m e r 
i c a n  w a y  o f  l i f e ;  n o w ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  

r e s o l v e s  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  s h o u l d  b e  
e n c o u r a g e d  i n  s e c u r i n g  a  f u l l  k n o w l e d g e  o f  a n d  a  s y m p a 

t h e t i c  a t t i t u d e  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  o t h e r  A m e r i c a n  
R e p u b l i c s — t h e i r  l a n g u a g e s ,  c u s t o m s ,  e c o n o m y ,  g e o g r a p h y  
a n d  h i s t o r y — a n d ,  i n  c o n c e r t  w i t h  t h i s  s i n c e r e  a t t i t u d e  

j a n d  I n t e r e s t ,  t o  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  A m e r i c a n  R e -  
|  p u b l i c s  i n  t h e  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  t h e i r  n a t i o n a l  d e v e l o p -  
| m e n t  a s  f r i e n d l y  s t a t e s ;  b e  i t  r e s o l v e d ,  t h a t  t h e  A m e r -  
! i c a n  L e g i o n  p l e d g e s  i t s  f u l l  c o o p e r a t i o n  t o  t h e  p r o m o t i o n  
! o f  h e m i s p h e r i c  h a r m o n y  a n d  s o l i d a r i t y .  ' « V e  w a r m l y  e n d o r s e  

t h e  G - o o d  N e i g h b o r  p o l i c i e s  w h i c h  h a v e  s t r e n g t h e n e d  t h e  
b o n d s  o f  f r i e n d s h i p  t h r o u g h o u t  a l l  t h e  A m e r i c a s .  W e  

! u r g e  c o n t i n u e d  e f f o r t s  t o  b r e a k  d o w n  e v e r y  d i f f e r e n c e  
o f  w h a t e v e r  n a t u r e  t h a t  m a y  n o w  o r  h e r e a f t e r  t h r e a t e n  
t h e  s o l i d a r i t y  o f  t h e  W e s t e r n  H e m i s p h e r e .  We r e c o m m e n d  

e v e r y  h o n e s t  e f f o r t  t o  r e m o v e  a l l  c a u s e  o f  m i s u n d e r 
s t a n d i n g ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a s  s h a l l  
s p e a k  a n d  a c t  a s  o n e  i n  t h e  c a u s e  o f  l i b e r t y  a n d  J u s t i c e .

1 5 .  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  R e c o r d ,  7 8 t h  C o n g r e s s ,  1 s t  S e s s i o n ,  
V o l .  8 9 ,  p a r t  1 2 ,  A p p e n d i x ,  1 9 4 5 ,  p p .  5 5 5 6 - 5 5 5 7 ;  T h e  
N a t i o n a l  L e g i o n n a i r e ,  O c t o b e r ,  1 9 4 3 ,  p p .  1  a n d  2 .
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T h e  L e g i o n 1 s  I n t e r - A m e r i c a n  A f f a i r s  P r o g r a m

T h e  L e g i o n  l a u n c h e d  i t s  I n t e r - A m e r i c a n  A f f a i r s  p r o 

g r a m  o n  N o v e m b e r  2 6 ,  1 9 4 3 ,  a t  a  d i n n e r  g i v e n  a t  t h e  M a y 

f l o w e r  H o t e l  i n  W a s h i n g t o n .  T h e  c h i e f  s p e a k e r s  were  

C o m m a n d e r  A t h e r t o n  o f  t h e  L e g i o n ,  B i s h o p  0 * H a r a ,  S e n a t o r  

B a r k l e y  a n d  N e l s o n  A .  R o c k e f e l l e r ,  w i t h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

o f  L a t i n  A m e r i c a n  R e p u b l i c s  a s  g u e s t s .  R o c k e f e l l e r  w a s  

p l e a s e d  t h a t  t h e  L e g i o n  h a d  u n d e r t a k e n  a s  " o n e  o f  t h e i r  

m a j o r  o b j e c t i v e s  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  i n t e r - A m e r i c a n  c o o p e r 

a t i o n . 1 1  H e  t h o u g h t  t h e  L e g i o n  w a s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  g o o d  

n e i g h b o r  p o l i c y  b e c a u s e  " i t  i s  a  p r a c t i c a l  p o l i c y  a n d  i t  

w o r k s  a n d  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  m a n y  m u t u a l  d i v i d e n d s .  T h e  

o t h e r  A m e r i c a n  r e p u b l i c s  a r e  p u l l i n g  t h e i r  o w n  w e i g h t  

a n d  d o i n g  t h e i r  p a r t  i n  t h i s  s t r u g g l e  a n d  w e  i n  t h e

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  c a n  w e l l  b e  p r o u d  a n d  g r e a t e f u l  t h a t  w e
1 Pa r e  a  p a r t  o f  t h i s  f a m i l y  o f  n a t i o n s . "

T h e  L e g i o n 1 s  I n t e r - A m e r i c a n  p r o g r a m  w a s  n o t  to b e  

a  t e m p o r a r y  a f f a i r ,  D e f e a t i n g  t h e  A x i s  P o w e r s — G e r m a n y ,  

I t a l y  a n d  J a p a n — w o u l d  n o t  e n d  t h e  n e e d  t o  c a r r y  o n  t h i s  

a c t i v i t y .  T h e  L e g i o n ,  a f t e r  e v a l u a t i n g  t h e  a i m s ,  m e t h o d s  

a n d  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  S o v i e t s ,  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  " J u s t i c e ,  

f r e e d o m  a n d  d e m o c r a c y "  m u s t  s t i l l  b e  d e f e n d e d .  C o n s e 

q u e n t l y ,  i t s  a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e  a i m e d  a t  c o u n t e r a c t i n g

1 6 .  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  R e c o r d ,  7 8 t h  C o n g r e s s ,  1 s t  S e s s i o n ,  
V o l .  8 9 9 p a r t  1 2 ,  A p p e n d i x ,  1 9 4 5 ,  p p .  5 5 5 6 - 5 5 5 7 .
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C o m m u n i s t  i n f i l t r a t i o n  i n  L a t i n  A m e r i c a  t o y  c i r c u l a t i n g  

1 1  t h e  t r u e  g o s p e l  o f  A m e r i c a n  d e m o c r a c y . 1 1

W i t h  t h e  v i e w  t o  " m o r e  e f f i c i e n t l y  c o m t o a t  C o m m u n i s t  

i d e o l o g i e s  a n d  p r o p a g a n d a 1 1  a n d  n i n  o r d e r  t o  i m p l e m e n t  i n  

t h a t  p a r t  o f  t h e  w o r l d  o u r  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  C o m m u n i s m , 1 1  P a u l

H .  G r i f f i t h ,  N a t i o n a l  C o m m a n d e r  o f  t h e  L e g i o n ,  c a l l e d  a  

c o n f e r e n c e  o f  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  p o s t s  o f  t h e  C a r i b b e a n  a r e a  

a n d  L a t i n  A m e r i c a  i n  A n c o n ,  C a n a l  2 o n e ,  J u n e  1  a n d  2 ,

1 9 4 7 .  H e r e  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  a g r e e d  u p o n  " a  p r o g r a m  l o o k i n g  

t o w a r d  c l o s e r  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  d u l y  c o n s t i t u t e d  a g e n 

c i e s  o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f  A m e r i c a  

a n d  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t s  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  c o u n t r i e s  i n  w h i c h  

( L e g i o n  p o s t s ]  a r e  l o c a t e d ,  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  l a w s  o f  t h o s e  

c o u n t r i e s ,  a n d  t o  o f f e r  a l l  c o o p e r a t i o n  p o s s i b l e  t o  t h e  

a b o v e - m e n t i o n e d  e n t i t i e s  t o  c o m b a t  C o m m u n i s m . 1 1

O n e  r e s o l u t i o n  c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  C o n g r e s s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  i n f o r 

m a t i o n a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  p r o g r a m  o f  t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  

[ t h e  I n  t e r - A m e r i c a n  p r o g r a m  c a r r i e d  o n  u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c 

t i o n  o f  N e l s o n  A .  R o c k e f e l l e r ^  T h i s ,  t h e  8 0 t h  C o n g r e s s

d i d  n o t  d o .
A n o t h e r  r e s o l u t i o n  c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  f l d i s s e m i n a t i o n  o f  

i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  v a r i o u s  p h a s e s  o f  A m e r i c a n  l i f e ,  t h e  m a i n 

t e n a n c e  o f  l i b r a r i e s ,  t h e  e x c h a n g e  o f  s t u d e n t s ,  a n d  o t h e r  

f e a t u r e s  . . .  t o  p r o m o t e  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  d e m o 

c r a t i c  i d e a l s  a n d  a t t a i n m e n t s . 1 1  A n d  f i n a l l y ,  a n o t h e r
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r e s o l u t i o n  a s k e d  ” t h a t  A m e r i c a n  t o u r i s t s  v i s i t i n g  f o r e i g n

c o u n t r i e s  b e  p r o v i d e d  w i t h  i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  m e t h o d s  o f  h o w

t o  c o n d u c t  t h e m s e l v e s  s o  t h e y  w i l l  m a k e  f r i e n d s  f o r  t h e

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f  A m e r i c a  i n  t h e  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s  v i s i t e d

a n d  t h a t  t h i s  b e  h a n d l e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  n a t i o n a l  h e a d q u a r t e r s

o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n . ”  T h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  d i d  n o t

t r a n s f e r  t h e  i s s u a n c e  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  t o u r i s t s  v i s i t i n g

o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  t o  t h e  L e g i o n  a s  t h i s  c o n f e r e n c e  a t  A n c o n

r e q u e s t e d .  T h e  L e g i o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  r e g a r d e d  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f

t h e  A n c o n  c o n f e r e n c e  a s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  ' ' a n  e x t e n s i o n  o f  o u r
17L e g i o n  A m e r i c a n i s m  p r o g r a m  t o  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l e v e l . ”

C o m m a n d e r  A t h e r t o n ,  i n  d i s c u s s i n g  L e g i o n  p a r t i c i p a 

t i o n  i n  t h e  I n t e r - A m e r i c a n  A f f a i r s  p r o g r a m ,  s a i d ,  q u o t e d  

j  a s  f o l l o w s :

i L e t  u s  c o n t i n u e  t o  w o r k  a n d  t h i n k  t o g e t h e r  u n t i l
t h e  l P a n '  d r o p s  f r o m  P a n - A m e r i c a n i s m  a n d  A m e r i c a n i s m  

d e s c r i b e s  a  b e t t e r  w a y  o f  l i f e  f r o m  t h e  A r c t i c  t o  t h e  
A n t a r c t i c .  T h e  m e n  w h o  w o n  W o r l d  W a r  I  a n d  w h o s e  s o n s  
a r e  w i n n i n g  t h i s  w a r  f e r v e n t l y  p r a y  t h a t  t h e  l i t t l e  
i s t h m u s  w h i c h  b i n d s  u s  t o g e t h e r  m a y  f o r e v e r  b e  a  ' r o c k  

| o f  a g e s '  j o i n i n g  u s  i n  e t e r n a l  f  r i  e n d  s h i p . - L U

! I n t e r - A m e r i c a n  A f f a i r s  c e n t e r s  w e r e  o r g a n i z e d  i n
i

' s e v e n t e e n  c i t i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  T h e s e  

c i t i s s  w e r e  B o s t o n ,  B u f f a l o ,  C h a p e l  h i l l ,  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ,  

G h i c a g o ,  C l e v e l a n d ,  D e n v e r ,  D e s  M o i n e s ,  D e t r o i t ,  K a n s a s  

C i t y ,  M i s s o u r i ,  L o s  A n g e l e s ,  M e m p h i s ,  O m a h a ,  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,

1 7 . C o n g r e s s i o n a l  R e c o r d ,  8 0 t h  C o n g r e s s ,  1 s t  S e s s i o n ,  
V o l .  9 j 3 ,  p a r t  1 8 ,  A p p e n d i x ,  1 9 4 7 ,  p .  3 1 5 9 .

1 8 .  T h e  N a t i o n a l  L e g i o n n a i r e ,  M a r c h ,  1 9 4 4 ,  p .  5 .
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P i t t s b u r g h ,  P r o v i d e n c e ,  S a l t  L a k e  C i t y  a n d  S t .  L o u i s . 1 9

I f  t h e r e  w e r e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s  c l u b s  o r  o t h e r  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  e x i s t e n c e  i n  t h e s e  c i t i e s  w h i c h  w o u l d  

c o o p e r a t e  i n  c a r r y i n g  o n  t h e  I n t e r - A m e r i c a n  p r o g r a m s ,  

t h e  L e g i o n  w o r k e d  w i t h  t h e m .  I f  n o t ,  n e w  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  

w e r e  f o r m e d .  T h e  C o o r d i n a t o r  o f  I n t e r - A m e r i c a n  A f f a i r s ,  

N e l s o n  A .  R o c k e f e l l e r ,  c o o p e r a t e d  i n  s e t t i n g  u p  a n d  

c a r r y i n g  o n  t h e  p r o g r a m s .

I t  I s  n o  s m a l l  h o n o r  f o r  a  p r e s s u r e  g r o u p  t o  b e  g i v e n  

a  p a r t  i n  t h e  c a r r y i n g  o u t  o f  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p h a s e  o f  A m e r 

i c a n  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  a n d  t h e  L e g i o n  t o o k  p r i d e  i n  i t s  r o l e ,  

e v e n  t h o u g h  i t s  " e n d  o f  t h e  j o b  w a s  a t  h o m e . ”  I n  c a r r y i n g  

o u t  t h e  p r o g r a m ,  h o w e v e r ,  L e g i o n  a c t i v i t y  w a s  n o t  l i m i t e d  

t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  a s  w e  s h a l l  s e e .  I n  t h e  p r e f a c e  t o  

a  b u l l e t i n  p u b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  L e g i o n ,  P r o p o s e d  P r o g r a m  o f  

I n t e r - A m e r i c a n  A c t i v i t i e s ,  t h e  L e g i o n  e x p r e s s e d  a  m i s s i o n 

a r y  s p i r i t  w h e n  i t  s t a t e d :

T h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  h a s  o f f e r e d  i t s  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  
G o v e r n m e n t  i n  i t s  e f f o r t s  t o  c r e a t e  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  
b e t w e e n  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  c i t i z e n s  a n d  t h e  c o u n t r i e s  t o  t h e  
S o u t h .  T h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  g r e a t  n e e d  o f  

t h i s  a c t i v i t y  n o t  o n l y  a s  a  w a r t i m e  e x p e d i e n t  b u t  e s p e c i 
a l l y  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  h e m i s p h e r e  a f t e r  v i c 
t o r y  h a s  b e e n  w o n .  T h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  w i t h  i t s  s c o r e s  
o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  m e m b e r s  .  .  .  o f f e r s  i t s  s e r v i c e s  a s  a  

p a t r i o t i c  d u t y  a n d  w i t h  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  o f  a  b r o a d  v i g o r 
o u s  e f f o r t  w h i c h  w i l l  a c c e l e r a t e  t h e  a c c e p t a n c e  o n  t h e  
p a r t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  G o o d  N e i g h b o r  
P o l i c y  . . . .  N o w ,  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  o u r  L e g i o n  p o l i c y  
a n d  w i t h  t h e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  o u r  N a t i o n a l  A m e r i c a n i s m

19. The National Legionnaire, March, 1944, p. 5.
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p r o g r a m ,  w e  e x t e n d  o u r  i n f l u e n c e  t o  c o v e r  t h e  A m e r i c a n  
h e m i s p h e r e .  T o  t h e  s o u t h  o f  u s  l i e  l a n d s  t h a t  a r e  t h e m 

s e l v e s  A m e r i c a n  a l s o .  O u r  i n t e r - A m e r i c a n  r e l a t i o n s  h a v e  
p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  m a n y  s t a g e s ,  h u t  t o d a y  w e  c a n  p o i n t  t o  a  
r e l a t i o n  t h a t  i s  g r o w i n g  w a r m e r  w i t h  e a c h  p a s s i n g  d a y ,  
a  r e l a t i o n  f o u n d e d  o n  a  n e w  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  o u r  m u t u a l  
i n t e r - d e p e n d e n c e  a n d  t h e  s e c u r i t y  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  h e m i s 
p h e r e .  O u r  e n d  o f  t h i s  j o b  i s  a t  h o m e ,  a m o n g  o u r  c i t i 
z e n s .  T h e  p e o p l e  w h o  a r e  u n i n f o r m e d  o f  t h e  c u l t u r e s  o f  

L a t i n  A m e r i c a  m u s t  b e  i n f o r m e d .  T h e y  m u s t  b e  g i v e n  a  
r e a s o n  f o r  e n t h u s i a s t i c  i n t e r e s t .  T h e y  m u s t  b e  s h o w n  
t h a t  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  N o r t h  a n d  S o u t h  A m e r i c a  c a n  b e  
d e v e l o p e d  h a r m o n i o u s l y  a n d ,  b y  c a r e f u l  p l a n n i n g ,  w i t h  
v e r y  l i t t l e  a c t u a l  c o m p e t i t i o n .

LET US EXTEND OUR AMERICANISM TO BEMISPHBRISM.
T h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  p r i d e s  i t s e l f  o n  d e e d s  r a t h e r  t h a n  
w o r d s .  O u r  N a t i o n a l  A m e r i c a n i s m  C o m m i s s i o n  h a s  b e e n  

w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  C o - o r d i n a t o r  o f  I n t e r - A m e r i c a n  A f f a i r s  
f o r  m a n y  m o n t h s .  T h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  i n t e r - A m e r i c a n  c o o p e r -  

|  a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  a p p l a u d e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  W e s t e r n  H e m i s -  
I p h e r e - - i n  L a t i n  A m e r i c a  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .
I T h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  n e w  w o r l d  r e a l i z e  t h a t  i t  p a y s  t o  c o -  
! o p e r a t e  i n  s o l v i n g  b o t h  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  w a r  a n d  t h e  p r o 

b l e m s  o f  p e a c e .  A s  a  p a r t  o f  t h i s  p r o c e s s  o f  w o r k i n g  
t o g e t h e r ,  w e  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  m u s t  c o m e  t o  k n o w  m o r e  
a b o u t  o u r  n e i g h b o r s  t o  t h e  S o u t h — t h e i r  l i v e s ,  t h e i r  

c u l t u r e s ,  t h e i r  a s p i r a t i o n s ,  a n d  t h e i r  r o l e  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  
w a r .  I t  i s  w i t h  t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  e n c o u r a g i n g  a n  a c t i v e  

I c o m m u n i t y  i n t e r e s t  i n  i n t e r - A m e r i c a n  a f f a i r s  t h a t  t h i s  
I l i s t  o f  s u g g e s t i o n s  h a s  b e e n  c o m p i l e d .

T h e  C o - o r d i n a t o r  o f  I n t e r - A m e r i c a n  A f f a i r s ,  N e l s o n  

A .  R o c k e f e l l e r ,  p a s s e d  a l o n g  t o  t h e  L e g i o n  a  l i s t  o f  

f i f t e e n  s u g g e s t i o n s  w i t h  s p e c i f i c  a c t i v i t i e s  s u g g e s t e d  

t o  d o  i n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  e a c h  o n e .  T h i s  w a s  n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  

t o  b e  a  c o m p l e t e  l i s t .  T h e  f i f t e e n  s u g g e s t e d  w e r e :

( a )  O b s e r v i n g  L a t i n  A m e r i c a n  I n d e p e n d e n c e  D a y s  a n d
P a n  A m e r i c a n  D a y .

( h )  S e e k i n g  m o r e  a d e q u a t e  n e w s  c o v e r a g e  o n  I n t e r -
A m e r i c a n  a f f a i r s  i n  t h e  p r e s s .

( c )  E n c o u r a g i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e

2 0 . Proposed Program of Inter-American A c t iv i t ie s , 
1944, preface.

i
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a c t i v e l y  i n  t h e  p r o g r a m *
(d) Stimulating the showing of films in the inter- 

American field*
( e )  U t i l i z i n g  t h e  r a d i o  a s  a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  

l o c a l  p r o g r a m *
( f )  E n c o u r a g i n g  t h e  l i b r a r i e s  t o  a c q u i r e  m o r e  m a t e r 

i a l  c o n c e r n i n g  L a t i n  A m e r i c a .
( g )  I n i t i a t i n g  c l a s s e s  i n  S p a n i s h  a n d  P o r t u g u e s e ,  

a n d  i n  I n t e r - A m e r i c a n  a f f a i r s .
( h )  I n t e n s i f y i n g  t h e  p r o g r a m  o f  l e c t u r e s ,  r o u n d  

t a b l e s ,  p a n e l s ,  f o r u m s ,  e t c .
( i )  E s t a b l i s h i n g  s t u d y  g r o u p s  i n  l o c a l  c l u b s  a n d  

o r g a n i z a t i  o n s .
( j )  P r o v i d i n g  m a t e r i a l  t o  g r o u p s  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s .
( k )  E s t a b l i s h i n g  a n d  o p e r a t i n g  s p e a k e r s 1  b u r e a u s  

f o r  t h e  L a t i n  A m e r i c a n  f i e l d .
( 1 )  H o l d i n g  L a t i n  A m e r i c a n  c o n c e r t s  a n d  a r t  e x h i 

b i t s .
( m )  E n c o u r a g i n g  l o c a l  m e r c h a n t s  t o  f e a t u r e  a n d  d i s 

p l a y  L a t i n  A m e r i c a n  p r o d u c t s .
( n )  W e l c o m i n g  a n d  e n t e r t a i n i n g  L a t i n  A m e r i c a n  v i s i 

t o r s  .
( 0 )  E s t a b l i s h i n g  p e r m a n e n t  c l e a r i n g - h o u s e s  f o r  

i n  t e r - A m e r i c a n  a f f a i r s . ^ - * -

E a c h  o f  t h e  f i f t e e n  s u g g e s t i o n s  h a d  f r o m  t e n  t o  

s i x t e e n  s p e c i f i c  a c t i v i t i e s  r e c o m m e n d e d  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  

I n  t e r - A m e r i c a n  p r o g r a m ,  a  t o t a l  o f  1 6 6 *  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  

u n d e r  t h e  f i r s t  s u g g e s t i o n ,  O b s e r v e  L a t i n  A m e r i c a n  I n d e 

p e n d e n c e  D a y s  a n d  P a n  A m e r i c a n  D a y ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a c t i v i 

t i e s  w e r e  r e c o m m e n d e d :

( 1 ) .  I s s u e  o f f i c i a l  p r o c l a m a t i o n s  s i g n e d  b y  t h e  
M a y o r  o r  t h e  G o v e r n o r  n a m i n g  t h e  d a y  a n d  c a l l i n g  f o r  i t s  

o b s e r v a n c e .
( 2 ) .  S t a g e  f l a g - r a i s i n g  c e r e m o n i e s  a t  t h e  c i t y  h a l l .
( 3 ) .  M a k e  t h e  n a t i o n a l  a n t h e m  o f  t h e  h o n o r e d  c o u n t r y

2 1 .  T i P a n  A m e r i c a n  P r o j e c t  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n ”  i n  
B u l l e t i n  o f  t h e  P a n  A m e r i c a n  U n i o n ,  V o l .  7 8 ,  M a r c h  1 9 4 4 ,  
p p .  1 7 6 - 1 7 7 ;  P r o p o s e d  P r o g r a m  o f  I n t e r - A m e r i c a n  A c t i v i -  
i t i e s ,  p p *  2 - 1 7 .
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o r  c o u n t r i e s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  r a d i o  s t a t i o n s .
( 4 ) .  S t a g e  g e n e r a l  a s s e m b l i e s  i n  t h e  s c h o o l s  o r  

d e v o t e  o n e  c l a s s  p e r i o d  t o  a  s t u d y  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  i n  
q u e s t i o n  ( o r  t o  L a t i n  A m e r i c a  i n  g e n e r a l ) .

( 5 ) .  D i s p l a y  i n  t h e  c i t y  t h e  f l a g s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  
h o n o r e d .

( 6 ) .  I n v i t e  d i p l o m a t s ,  o f f i c i a l s  o r  l e a d i n g  c i t i 
z e n s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  r a d i o  p r o g r a m s ,  
l u n c h e o n s ,  e t c .

( 7 ) .  P u t  o n  s p e c i a l  b o o k  d i s p l a y s  I n  b o o k s t o r e s  
a n d  l i b r a r i e s .

( 8 ) .  A r r a n g e  s p e c i a l  l e c t u r e s  o n  t h e  c o u n t r y  f o r  
g r o u p s ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  m u s e u m s ,  e t c .

( 9 )  *  E n c o u r a g e  t h e  s h o w i n g  o f  f i l m s  i n  t h e  t h e a t e r s  
a b o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y  i n  q u e s t i o n .

( 1 0 )  .  F e a t u r e  g o o d s  a n d  p r o d u c e  f r o m  t h a t  c o u n t r y  i n  
l o c a l  s t o r e s .

( 1 1 ) .  K e y  r e s t a u r a n t  m e n u s  t o  f a m o u s  r e c i p e s  o f  t h e  
c o u n t r y .

( 1 2 ) .  I n c l u d e  s e v e r a l  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y  
( o r  a b o u t  L a t i n  A m e r i c a )  I n  r a d i o  q u i z  p r o g r a m s .

( 1 3 ) •  S e c u r e  e d i t o r i a l  c o m m e n t  i n  p a p e r s ,  t o g e t h e r  
w i t h  f e a t u r e  a r t i c l e s .

( 1 4 ) .  E n c o u r a g e  s p e c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  ( l u n c h e o n s ,  c o n 
c e r t s ,  a r t  e x h i b i t s )  b y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  t h e  i n t e r -  

A m e r i c a n  f i e l d .
( 1 5 ) .  R u n  f e a t u r e  a r t i c l e s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ! s  c o n t r i 

b u t i o n  t o  o u r  w a r  e f f o r t  I n  t h e  p r e s s .
( 1 6 ) .  R u n  p i c t u r e s  o f  p r o m i n e n t  p e o p l e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  

i n  t h e  p r o g r a m — e .  g . ,  t h e  M a y o r  s h a k i n g  h a n d s  w i t h  t h e  
M e x i c a n  c o n s u l . 2 ^

A c h i e v e m e n t s  o f  t h e  I n t e r - A m e r i c a n  P r o g r a m  

A s  i s  t h e  c a s e  w i t h  o t h e r  L e g i o n  p r o g r a m s  s o  i t  i s  

w i t h  t h e  I n t e r - A m e r i c a n  p r o g r a m  t h a t  a c h i e v e m e n t s  a n d  

r e s u l t s  a r e  n o t  a l w a y s  e a s y  t o  s i n g l e  o u t  a n d  c l a i m .  

W i t h  s o  m a n y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t s  w o r k i n g  f o r  

t h e  s a m e  g o a l s ,  i t  i s  n o t  e a s y  t o  a t t r i b u t e  t o  e a c h  t h e  

p r o p o r t i o n a t e  s h a r e  o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  a c h i e v e d .  W h a t e v e r  

t h e  e f f e c t s  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  u p o n  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e  2 1

2 2 .  P r o p o s e d  P r o g r a m  o f  I n t e r - A m e r i c a n  A c t i v i t i e s ,
p. 3»
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A m e r i c a n  r e p u b l i c s  t h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  r e s u l t s  a c h i e v e d  b y  

t h e i r  g o v e r n m e n t s .  N e l s o n  A .  R o c k e f e l l e r  l i s t e d  s o m e  o f  

t h e  a c h i e v e m e n t s  w h e n  h e  s p o k e  t o  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  

L e g i o n  a t  t h e  M a y f l o w e r  H o t e l  i n  W a s h i n g t o n  N o v e m b e r  2 6 ,  

1 9 4 3 .  H e  c r e d i t e d  t h e  G o o d  N e i g h b o r  P o l i c y  a n d  t h e  I n t e r -  

A m e r i c a n  p r o g r a m  f o r  e n l i s t i n g  t h e  c o o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  

o t h e r  2 0  A m e r i c a n  r e p u b l i c s  i n  ^ p u l l i n g  t h e i r  w e i g h t  a n d  

d o i n g  t h e i r  p a r t  i n  t h i s  s t r u g g l e . 1 1  O t h e r  t h i n g s  h e  l i s t e d  

a r e  q u o t e d  a s  f o l l o w s :

N i n e t e e n  o f  t h e m  h a v e  b r o k e n  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  
e n e m y  a n d  h a v e  g i v e n  f r e e l y  o f  t h e i r  r e s o u r c e s  t o  t h e  
c a u s e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s .  T w e l v e  h a v e  d e c l a r e d  w a r .
A s  a  r e s u l t  w e  h a v e  t h e  u s e  o f  m i l i t a r y ,  n a v a l ,  a n d  a i r  
b a s e s  w h i c h  h a v e  e n o r m o u s l y  s i m p l i f i e d  o u r  s t r a t e g i c  
p r o b l e m s .  I n  a  v e r y  r e a l  s e n s e  t h e  g r e a t  b a s e  a t  N a t a l  
o n  t h e  b u l g e  o f  B r a z i l ,  w h e r e  o u r  p l a n e s  s w i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  

S o u t h  A t l a n t i c ,  c o u l d  b e  c a l l e d  V i c t o r y  C o r n e r .  W i t h o u t  
h e s i t a t i o n ,  E c u a d o r ,  o c c u p y i n g  a  s t r a t e g i c  p o s i t i o n  i n  
r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  P a n a m a  C a n a l ,  g i v e s  u s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  u s e  
t h e  G a l a p a g o s  I s l a n d s  f o r  a n  o u t p o s t  o f  d e f e n s e ,  a n d  t h e  
p o r t  o f  S a l i n a s ,  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  n a v a l  h a r b o r  o n  t h e  

w e s t  c o a s t  o f  S o u t h  A m e r i c a .  C u b a n  p l a n e s  a n d  s u b c h a s e r s  
a r e  h u n t i n g  d o w n  U - b o a t s .  M e x i c a n  m e r c h a n t  s a i l o r s  h a v e  
l o s t  t h e i r  l i v e s  a t  s e a  b y  e n e m y  a c t i o n .  B r a z i l i a n  a i r 

m e n  a r e  b l a s t i n g  G e r m a n  s u b m a r i n e s  t o  t h e  b o t t o m ,  a n d  
B r a z i l  i s  p r e p a r i n g  t r o o p s  f o r  o v e r s e a s  s e r v i c e .  T h e  
o t h e r  A m e r i c a s  h a v e  s m a s h e d  c e n t e r s  o f  e s p i o n a g e  a n d  
s a b o t a g e  o n  t w o  c o n t i n e n t s .  T h e y  h a v e  s t e p p e d  u p  p r o 

d u c t i o n  o f  s t r a t e g i c  r a w  m a t e r i a l s .  I n  t h e  w o r d s  o f  
t h a t  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  l e g i o n n a i r e ,  L o u i s  J o h n s o n ,  w e  c a n  
s a y :  u T h o s e  w h o  l a u g h e d  a t  t h e  p i o n e e r s  o f  t h e  g o o d -  

n e i g h b o r  p o l i c y  h a v e  l i v e d  t o  s e e  t h e  d a y  w h e n  S o u t h  
A m e r i c a n  m a t e r i a l s  s a v e d  t h e  d a y  f o r  t h e  a r s e n a l  o f  
d e m o c r a c y

A  p r e l i m i n a r y  a c t i o n  t o  t h e  L e g i o n  m a k i n g  c o n t a c t s  

i n  S o u t h  A m e r i c a  c a m e  i n  M a y ,  1 9 4 3 ,  w h e n  B r i g a d i e r

2 3 .  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  R e c o r d ,  7 8 t h  C o n g r e s s ,  1 s t  S e s s i o n ,  
V o l .  8 9 ,  p a r t  1 2 ,  A p p e n d i x ,  1 9 4 3 ,  p p .  5 5 5 6 - 5 5 5 7 .
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G e n e r a l  J o h n  N .  G r e e l y ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  a n a l y s t  f o r  N e l s o n  

A #  R o c k e f e l l e r 1 s  o f f i c e ,  s p o k e  i n  S p a n i s h  b y  s h o r t  w a v e  

r a d i o  t o  L a t i n  A m e r i c a n  c o u n t r i e s  t e l l i n g  t h e m  1 1  a b o u t  t h e  

L e g i o n ,  h o w  i t  i s  c o m p o s e d  a n d  i t s  p l a c e  i n  t h e  A m e r i c a n  

s c h e m e .  u 2 4

T h i s  w a s  f o l l o w e d  b y  a  t h i r t y - d a y  g o o d  w i l l  t o u r  b y  

N a t i o n a l  C o m m a n d e r  A t h e r t o n ,  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  L i e u t e n a n t  

Q l m e d o  A l f a r o ,  o f  t h e  E c u a d o r i a n  A r m y ,  i n  1 9 4 4 *  T h i s  

t o u r  w a s  u n d e r  t h e  a u s p i c e s  o f  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  C o 

o r d i n a t o r  o f  I n t e r - A m e r i c a n  A f f a i r s  a n d  a l s o  t h e  a d v i s 

o r y  c o m m i t t e e  o n  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  I n t e r -  

A m e r i c a n  g o o d - w i l l  p r o m o t i o n .  A t h e r t o n  a n d  h i s  i n t e r p r e 

t e r ,  L i e u t e n a n t  A l f a r o ,  m a d e  s e v e n t e e n  s t o p s  i n  t e n  L a t i n -  

A m e r i c a n  c o u n t r i e s .  T h e  t o u r  i n c l u d e d  s t o p s  a t  N a t a l ,  

R e c i f e ,  R i o  d e  J a n e i r o  a n d  S a o  P a u l o  i n  B r a z i l ,  M o n t e 

v i d e o  i n  U r u g u a y ,  B u e n o s  A i r e s  i n  A r g e n t i n a ,  S a n t i a g o  i n  

C h i l e ,  L i m a  i n  P e r u ,  B o g o t a  i n  C o l o m b i a ,  B a l b o a  i n  P a n 

a m a ,  S a n  J o s e  i n  C o s t a  R i c a ,  G u a t a m a l a  I n  G u a t a m a l a  a n d  

t h e n  t o  M e x i c o  C i t y ,  i i t h e r t o n  m e t  t h e  o f f i c i a l s  o f  t h e  

t e n  n a t i o n s ,  v i s i t e d  a s  w e l l  a t  t h e  d i p l o m a t i c  o f f i c i a l s  

o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n  t h o s e  c o u n t r i e s ,  t a l k e d  w i t h  

b u s i n e s s ,  m i l i t a r y  a n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n  l e a d e r s  a n d  i n 

s p e c t e d  w a r  p l a n t s ,  m i l i t a r y ,  n a v a l  a n d  a i r  i n s t a l l a t i o n s .

2 4 .  T h e  N a t i o n a l  L e g i o n n a i r e ,  A u g u s t ,  1 9 4 4 ,  p p .  1  
a n d  1 4 ;  I n t e r - A m e r i c a n  N e w s ,  F e b r u a r y ,  1 9 4 4 ,  p p .
1- 2.
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I n  h i s  s p e e c h e s  o v e r  t h e  r a d i o  a n d  t o  g r o u p s  h e  g a v e  a  

f i r s t  h a n d  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  P a c i f i c  w a r  a s  h e  h a d  j u s t  r e 

t u r n e d  f r o m  t h a t  a r e a ,  e x p r e s s e d  t h e  n g r e e t i n g s  a n d  g o o d  

w i s h e s  o f  t h e i r  f r i e n d s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ' *  a s  w e l l  a s  

t h e  1 1  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  f o r

t h e  a f f i l i a t i o n  a n d  c o o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  L a t i n  A m e r i c a n

R e p u b l i c s  w h i c h  h a v e  e s p o u s e d  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  

N a t i o n s  i n  t h e  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e  A x i s  P o w e r s . * 1  A c c o r 

d i n g  t o  L e g i o n  r e p o r t s ,  A t h e r t o n  m a d e  1 1  a  f i n e  c o n t r i b u 

t i o n  f o r  t h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  t o  t h e  f r i e n d s h i p  b e t w e e n ,
0 5

and the solidarity of, the great American republics.”

L e g i o n  r e p o r t s  d o  n o t  c o v e r  t h e  e n t i r e  I n t e r - A m e r i 

c a n  p r o g r a m .  O c c a s i o n a l l y ,  w h e n  s o m e  s p e c i a l  p r o g r a m  

w a s  p l a n n e d ,  f a i r l y  w i d e  p u b l i c i t y  w a s  g i v e n .  S u c h  w a s

t h e  c a s e  w h e n  1 9 9  L e g i o n  p o s t s  o f  L o s  A n g e l e s  C o u n t y

j o i n e d  t o  h o l d  a  m a m m o t h  I n t e r - A m e r i c a n  R e l a t i o n s  N i g h t  

i n  L o s  A n g e l e s  o n  F e b r u a r y  4 ,  1 9 4 4 .  A t  t h i s  m e e t i n g ,  

c o n s u l s  o f  t h e  o t h e r  t w e n t y  A m e r i c a n  r e p u b l i c s  a s  w e l l  

a s  n u m e r o u s  c i v i c  l e a d e r s  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  t h e  g o o d  n e i g h 

b o r  p o l i c y  w e r e  t h e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  g u e s t s .  T h i s  p a g e a n 

t r y ,  s o  o f t e n  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  L e g i o n  c o n v e n t i o n s ,  w a s  

d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  m a n n e r  q u o t e d  a s  f o l l o w s :

I m p r e s s i v e  o p e n i n g  c e r e m o n i e s  i n c l u d e d  a  P a r a d e  o f  
t h e  R e p u b l i c s  i n  w h i c h  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  c o n s u l s  w e r e  

e s c o r t e d  t o  t h e  p l a t f o r m  w i t h  l e g i o n n a i r e s  i n  u n i f o r m ,

25. The National Legionnaire, August, 1944, pp.
1 and 14.
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preceded "by their national flags, carried by members of 
Star Post’s uniformed color guard. The flags were posted 
in the rear of each consul’s place on the rostrum, and 
following the singing of our national anthem by Carlos 
Ramirez, distinguished Colombian operatic and motion 
picture baritone, were posted en masse in the center of 
the platform.

Two speakers were quoted. The f i r s t  was Eugene W. 

Biscailuz of the National Inter-American Activities 

Committee of the Legion who said: !,I am determined that 

we shall develop an active and understanding interest in 

inter-American affairs throughout every community in Los 

Angeles County. By so doing, our citizenry, as a whole, 

will come to know more about our American neighbors to 

the south—their lives, their culture, their aspirations, 

and their role in the present war." The other speaker 

was the consul-general of Chile, who was quoted as 

follows:

The people of Latin and South America are deter
mined to stand by the side of the North American Re
public in the battle to defeat the forces threatening 
free men a ll over the world. X express the corps* 
appreciation and gratitude to the American Legion for 
this most important contribution toward inter-American 
understanding and cooperation.

The more solid work of inter-American affairs, 

however, was done in a less spectacular manner. The 

Midv\rest Xnter-American Center at Kansas City, Missouri 

is evidence of this. Interested people there started

2 6 .  The National Legionnaire, M arch ,  1 9 4 4 ,  p .  1 1 .



www.manaraa.com

298

programs In 1938 when a prominent citizen from Kansas City 

returned from South America, sponsored a regional trade 

conference, and at the University of Kansas City, Dr, Lynn 

I .  Perrigo introduced a new program of courses on Latin 

America, Beginning in 1941 the University sponsored 

annual conferences on inter-American affairs and interest 

grew rapidly. Then the Office of the Co-ordinator of 

Inter-American Affairs granted financial assistance for 

these conferences, thus making i t  possible to bring in 

outstanding specialists from both Latin America and the 

United States. In the summer of 1942 Dr. Perrigo con

ducted a workshop for teachers and more financial assis

tance came from Rockefeller1 s office. In 1943 there were 

15 teachers in the workshop and 43 in 1944. Visitors 

from Honduras, Guatamala, Argentina, Paraguay, Chile and 

other Latin American Republics served as consultants in 

I this ac tiv ity .27 These visitors were in the United 

States pursuing studies along lines of their own interests 

such as the police force, investigating farm practices, 

and the restoration of points of historical interest.

In 1943 business and educational interests in Kansas 

Qĵ ty were merged. A Pan American Council was organized 

with a local business man as President. Representatives 

of business firms with Latin American trade and teachers

2Y • I n t e r —American Hews, Vol• number 12, June,
1944, pp. 1 and 4~.
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from the schools and. colleges in that area worked together 

in the programs* The purpose of the Council was to coor

dinate the various local efforts and to keep the separate 

interests informed as to what others were doing and also 

concerning the coming of various visitors from Latin- 

American countries.

With a generous grant from the Office of the Co

ordinator of Inter-American Affairs in 1943, the Council 

incorporated as a t!centeru with a local board of directors 

| and a full-time executive. Dr. Perrigo became the f i r s t  

director and the f i r s t  year of the center* s activities
i

jis described by him, quoted as follows:
i
| The educational activities included the distribution
| of movies, thousands of pamphlets and other materials to 
! schools, churches, and study groups; the organization of 
II a local speakers* bureau; the sponsorship of several 
f public meetings; assistance with a number of collegiate 
I conferences; and the promotion of tours by Latin Ameri- 
: can speakers and a r tis ts . In addition, the Center 
I arranged for a prominent scholar and faculty member at 
the University of Guatemala to come to the University of 
Kansas City and give some special courses in the fa l l  
of 1944.

j For the business interests the Center served as an
! information clearing house and a kind of a placement 
office for jobs requiring ability to use foreign lan
guages. Because people trained to handle foreign trade 
were scarce, and the demand for them was increasing, the 
Center sponsored a special foreign trade training course 

! of twelve weekly meetings, and nearly one hundred office i employees took the course. Out of this came the organi
zation of a permanent Foreign Trade Club, headed by 
leading business men.

In the fie ld  of language studies the Center did not 
need to sponsor classes in Spanish and Portuguese; there 
were plenty of them in local schools and colleges. In
stead, the Center organized conversation clubs which 
would provide the means for cultivating practical use of 
the languages. F irst came the Saturday afternoon club;
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then a Friday noon business men* s luncheon club, (and i t  
was surprising to discover how many business men knew 
some Spanish); then soon a Portuguese club, and three more 
Spanish clubs, making six altogether. In each, several 
local Latin Americans took part, but there was no organ
ized instruction—just conversation and a sociable get- 
together.

Because the Center was a regional office, the d ir
ector went into neighboring cities and set up committees 
to render similar services there in cooperation with the 
Center and the Washington office. By the end of the 
f i r s t  year, sub-centers were functioning at Springfield 
and St. Joseph, Missouri, and at Topeka and Pittsburg, 
Kansas. °

The Inter-American News was the official organ of 

the Midwest Inter-American Center and was published 

monthly. I ts  predecessor was the Pan American News, 

published during 1943. The Inter-American News was the 

agency for typing all the activities of the Center to

gether. uThe greatest immediate need is to le t  each 

other know what is going on already.” ̂  This paper 

grew from a mimeographed sheet to a six-page printed 

paper, and the circulation Increased from 200 to 3,000. 

Each issue contained reports of recent events, announce

ments, book l i s t s  for those interested in Increasing 

their knowledge of Latin America, editorials on inter- 

Americanism, reports of interviews with v isitors, and an 

article  in Spanish or Portuguese.

There was a Foreign Trade Club for the purpose of

28. Lynn Perrigo, ‘’Midwest Inter-American Center” 
in Ball State Alumnus, Vol. I l l ,  No. 1, November, 1944, 
pp. 8-9.

29. Pan American News, January, 1943, p. 1.
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"helping the Latins help themselves,” offering courses 

dealing with export and import procedures, international 

finance, foreign policy, ta r if fs ,  cartels and other re

lated subjects.*^

Dr. Perrigo summarized the work of the Midwest 

Center at Kansas City, quoted as follows;

The major achievements of the Midwest Inter-Ameri
can Center, in my opinion, were the development of a 
foreign trade consciousness and technical preparation 
to conduct foreign trade, as well as a general interest 
in learning more about Latin America on the part of a 
great variety of civic groups and individuals In a part 
of America noted normally for a traditional provincial
ism.

Of these, the foreign trade aspect, developed 
through the Chamber of Commerce, was the more lasting 
and thus the more significant. The general interest in 
Latin America, on the other hand, was in part a natural 
war-time response to planned promotion. Everyone wanted 
to give energy and thought to the war effort, and to 
many this program had a strong appeal. The policy of the 
Office of the Co-ordinator of Inter-American Affairs, 
working through the Inter-American Centers, was to en
l i s t ,  u ti l ize , and coordinate the Interest of as many 
existing organizations as possible, and to get them to 
adopt resolutions to sponsor study groups, distribute 
lite ra tu re , hear speakers, see motion pictures and 
learn some Spanish. To this, in the Kansas City area, 
the schools, colleges, churches, lodges, luncheon clubs, 
american Legion, Chamber of Commerce, and others, respon
ded well. Much of the interest continued only "for the 
duration,” but this effort should not be discounted 
entirely because of a partial lapse la te r . After a ll ,  
the educational work, while i t  lasted, must have made an 
impression, and in some phases--in schools, colleges and 
language conversation groups—the interest has continued.

With this program in the Kansas City area the Legion

30. I n t e r - A m e r i c a n  hews, December, 1943, pp. 1-2; 
March, 1944*, pp. "l-2q September, 1944, pp. 1-3.
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cooperated through having programs on inter-American 

affairs, having Latin-American visitors speak at i ts  

post meetings and. having general study groups.31

Perhaps the greatest achievement of the good neigh

bor policy was getting the cooperation and participa

tion of Latin American countries in defending the western 

hemisphere and in winning World War II sooner than might 

have been the case otherwise• Don Bolt, noted traveler 

and lecturer, quoted the charge d!affaires of the Ameri

can Embassy In Mexico City, Dr. Cunningham, as saying 

that the assistance of Mexico alone shortened the war 

by six months. He stated further that Latin American 

countries supplied over 3,000 critica l war materials 

without which the war might not have been won at a ll by 

the nations fighting against Axis aggressions.

When Dr. Joseph P. Thorning, honorary fellow of the 

Historical and Geographic Institute of Brazil and execu

tive secretary of the Cuban-American Council of Univer

sity Studies, received the decoration, Order of Merit, 

from the Ecuadorian Republic, he made an address on 

"Inter-American Cultural Cooperation" in which he said;

Without the naval base at Salinas and the air 
stations on the Galapagos Islands, which are both the 
national property of the Ecuadorians, the United Nations 
might not" have been able to defend the Panama Canal.

3 1 . I n t e r - A m e r i c a n  N e w s , F e b r u a r y ,  1 9 4 4 ,  p p .  1 - 2 .
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This was inter-American friendship at i t s  best; this 
was devotion on the part of our good neighbors that 
we in North America are bound to remember with pro
found appreciation as long as this democracy endures*

While Senator Dennis Chavez of New Mexico was re

viewing the history of international cooperation in the 

western hemisphere, and especially in evaluating the 

effects of the rio ts in Bogota, Colombia, during the 

Ninth Pan-American Conference in 1948, he summarized 

the cooperation and participation of Latin American coun

tr ies  in World War I I ,  quoted as follows:

Perhaps some persons do not know how important i t  
is that the resources, the manpower, and the political 
strength of Latin America be on our side* How fortunate 
i t  was for the world and for democracy that the American 
hemisphere was united.

When we formally declared war on Japan eight Ameri
can Republics were already at war with her* Within 
three days of our declaration of war against Germany, 
ten of the Latin-American Republics had ranged them
selves against Hitler. Never before in history have so 
many nations accepted the hazards of war and supported 
their pledged word and national honor*

In addition to vital political and economic measures 
directed against the Axis, Latin-American nations were 
prompt to participate in the military prosecution of the 
war. Mexico, Brazil, Cuba, Colombia, and Venezuela, 
among others, engaged their a ir, sea, and military 
forces in protecting the American seaboard and in the war 
against the Germans1 U-boats.

Military a irfields, troop bases, and shipping depots, 
throughout the Latin-American nations were made available 
or were specially built for the use of a ll American 
forces. Air and ground components of the Brazilian and 
Mexican armies fought alongside the armies of the United 
Nations. As our forces drove up the I ta lian  Peninsula, 
Mexican and Brazilian air and ground units, under the 
leadership of Mark Clark, distinguished themselves in 
the fighting which took place In July and August of

32. Congressional Record, 79th Congress, 2nd Session, 
Vol. 92, part 10, Appendix, April 2, 19.46, pp. 1857-1858.
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1944 and were an Important factor in driving back the 
Germans. The technical sk ill and daring of the Mexican 
pilots in the Pacific were commented upon by all nations. 
Their record is one which must not be forgotten. The 
value to the United States of these services cannot be 
ove re s timate d. ^

Conclusion

With the advent of the New Deal in 1933 came the 

announced Good Neighbor Policy of the Roosevelt adminis

tration. This took on a special significance as far as 

the relations between nations of the western hemisphere 

were concerned. The Good Neighbor Policy was in line 

with the evolution of the Pan .Americanism that had been 

developing for over a hundred years. Although conceived 

to achieve the goal of peace, i t  bore f ru i t  in assuring 

the cooperation and participation of Latin American coun

tries in winning World War I I .

President Roosevelt, Secretary of State Cordell 

Hull, the Assistant Secretary of State, Sumner Welles 

and Latin American political leaders popularized the con

cept of hemisphere solidarity in view of aggressions by 

the Axis Powers—Germany, I ta ly  and Japan. Popularizing 

the ideology of the good neighbor was the political phase 

as between the nations of the western hemisphere. Louis 

Johnson, Assistant Secretary of War, conceived the system

33. Congressional Record, 80th Congress, 2nd Session, 
Vol. 94> part 4, April "20, 1948, pp. 4592-4593.
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of military defense, the military phase, as a partial 

implementation of the Good Neighbor Policy,

Even though the Legion back in 1923 had envisioned 

a good neighbor policy of i ts  own, no activity followed 

to implement i t .  Not until the United States was a 

11 biased belligerent’1 in aiding the nations fighting Axis 

aggression and the United States Ambassador to Mexico, 

Josephus Daniels, called for Legion support of the good 

neighbor policy did this organization take official notice 

and approve the policy by resolution. When Nelson A. 

Rockefeller assured the National Executive Committee 

that the Good Neighbor Policy was ”a national policy and 

not a party policy” the Legion decided to participate in 

i t .  This participation was enthusiastic and wholehearted. 

The Office of Inter-American Affairs set up and coordinated 

the work of seventeen Inter-American centers, la ter raised 

to twenty. Individuals and groups responded magnificently, 

partly because of the war tensions and partly to a sincere 

desire to see improved relations between the peoples and 

nations of the western hemisphere.

Perhaps the greatest achievement of the good neighbor 

policy was the response of Latin American nations in 

cooperating and participating in the war. Raw materials, 

a_lry military and naval bases, and even actual participa

tion in the war bear witness to the reality of "hemisphere 

so lidarity .” The "good neighbor” was the ideal with



www.manaraa.com

306

World War II  and alien propagandas created the pressure 

that extended Pan Americanism*

In these developments the Legion was a leader in 

establishing a goal or good neighborliness, but lost the 

objective temporarily. I t  was picked up again under the 

stress or war when the Legion became a good Tollower in 

pursuing the goal or hemisphere solidarity.
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CHAPTER VIII

I PEACE AND INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION

During the three decades under study, the Legion 

always maintained that i ts  programs were designed to 

achieve the goal of peace. Consequently, achieving this 

goal revolves around the methods to search out and reach, 

i i f  possible. This organization recognizes some of the 

fundamental causes of war--lack of understanding between
!

peoples and nations, violations of treaty rights, sharp 

trade practices, International propaganda of hate and 

aggression. The second most important item on the Legion 

schedule--national defense--was In the name of peace. The 

neutrality legislation was supported with the sole Idea of 

keeping the United States at peace. The elimination of war 

profits was supposed to remove an important cause for war. 

j The disarmament program was entered into, reluctantly, by 

the Legion to remove fric tion  between nations in the hope 

that i t  would prevent war. After a few years in support 

of the cause to get the United States into the 'World 

Court, this was abandoned as an nentangling alliance” 

likely to lead the country Into war. Trade between 

nations and economic affairs in general were given l i t t l e  

attention until after the great depression. At f i r s t  re

fusing to take any action on the League of Nations be

cause i t  was a political matter and then coming out in
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opposition to United. States participation in i t s  deliber

ations, the Legion has come out strongly Tor international 

co-operation in general and supports the United Nations 

as the agency for making this effective.

The Legion carried on activities designed to achieve 

peace between countries on a person-to-person basis as 

well as policies on a nation-to-nation basis. F irst will 

be considered individual and group activ ities.

FIDAC and Peace

The Federation Interallied des Anciens Combattants 

(Interallied Federation of Ax-service Men), shortened to 

the in i t ia ls ,  FIDAC, was the only agency of veterans that 

worked solely for peace. I t  was an international organi

zation of World War I veterans1 societies In eleven allied 

countries, with a total membership of approximately eight 

millions. I t  was founded in Paris in 1920 and at i ts  

height had 65 veterans* associations in Belgium, France, 

Great Britain, Greece, I ta ly , Poland, Portugal, Roumania, 

Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia and the United States. The 

American Legion is the only member society of the FIDAG

in the United States and every member of the Legion auto-
■]

matlcally becomes a member of i t .

1. "What is this FIDAC ?j>, Legion pamphlet; Annual 
Reports, 1924, p. 53; .annual Reports, 1925, p. 62; Annual 
Reports, 1926, p. 17; Annual Reports, 1928, p. 20; Annual 
Reports, 1932* pp. 312-316; Annual Re ports, 1934, pp. 348- 
351; Annual Reports, 1939, p. 388.
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T h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  o b j e c t  o f  t h e  F I D A C  w a s  t o  m a i n t a i n  

a n d  d e v e l o p  a  s p i r i t  o f  c o m r a d e s h i p  w h i c h  m a n i f e s t e d  i t 

s e l f  o n  t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d s  o f  t h e  f i r s t  W o r l d  W a r  a n d  t o  

u s e  t h a t  c o m r a d e s h i p  i n  t h e  p r o m o t i o n  o f  p e a c e .  T h e  

F I D A C  m a i n t a i n e d  h e a d q u a r t e r s  a t  1 5  R u e  d e  P r e s l e s ,  P a r i s ,  

F r a n c e ,  a n d  p u b l i s h e d  t h e  F I D A C  K B  V I E W ,  a n  i l l u s t r a t e d  

m o n t h l y  p r i n t e d  I n  F n g l i s h ,  F r e n c h  a n d  I t a l i a n ,  w h i c h  

c o n t a i n e d  n e w s  o f  t h e  e x - s e r v i c e  m e n  o f  a l l  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  

a u t h o r i t a t i v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a f f a i r s .

T h e  w o r k  o f  t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w a s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t w o  

p r i n c i p a l  c l a s s e s :  f i r s t ,  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  e x - s e r v i c e  m e n  a n d  

t h e i r  d e p e n d e n t s ,  a n d  s e c o n d ,  p e a c e  p r o p a g a n d a .  T h e  a s s i s 

t a n c e  t o  e x - s e r v i c e  m e n  a n d  t h e i r  d e p e n d e n t s  w a s  r e n d e r e d  

b o t h  t o  l a r g e  g r o u p s  o f  v e t e r a n s  a n d  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s .  T h e  

h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  P a r i s  m i g h t  b e  c a l l e d  a n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  b u r e a u  b e c a u s e  o n  f i l e  i n  t h a t  o f f i c e  w e r e  

r e c o r d s  o f  v e t e r a n s 1  l e g i s l a t i o n  o f  a l l  t h e  n a t i o n s  a n d  

c o m p l e t e  d a t a  o n  w h a t  e a c h  c o u n t r y  w a s  d o i n g  f o r  i t s  

v e t e r a n s .  V a l u a b l e  h e l p  i s  g i v e n  b y  F I D A C  t o  c o u n t r i e s  

t h a t  w i s h  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e i r  o w n  v e t e r a n s .  

H e a d q u a r t e r s  r e c e i v e  l e t t e r s  d a i l y  f r o m  i n d i v i d u a l  v e t e r 

a n s  i n  a l l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  s e e k i n g  v a r i o u s  k i n d s  o f  

a i d — c o p i e s  o f  c i t a t i o n s  i s s u e d  b y  f o r e i g n  g o v e r n m e n t s ,  

p a p e r s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  f i l i n g  o f  p e n s i o n s ,  c e r t i f i e d  

c o p i e s  o f  h o s p i t a l  r e c o r d s ,  m e d a l s  i s s u e d  b y  V e r d u n  a n d  

C h a t e a u - T h i e r r y  t o  s o l d i e r s  w h o  s e r v e d  i n  t h o s e  s e c t o r s
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d u r i n g  t h e  w a r ,  l o c a t i o n  o f  g r a v e s ,  s e a r c h  f o r  m i s s i n g  

c o m r a d e s  a n d  r e l a t i v e s ,  n a t u r a l i z a t i o n  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a n d  

m a n y  o t h e r  p r o b l e m s .

T h e  F I D A C  a i m e d  t o  m a k e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o w a r d  p e a c e  

t h r o u g h  a  p e r s o n - t o - p e r s o n  b a s i s .  B e l i e v i n g  t h a t  t h e  

r o a d  t o  p e a c e  l i e s  t h r o u g h  a  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  

p r o b l e m s  o f  o t h e r  n a t i o n s  i t  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  P a r i s  a  P e a c e  

B u r e a u  t o  d i s s e m i n a t e  a c c u r a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  p r o b l e m s  

a n d  v i e w p o i n t  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  a l l i e d  n a t i o n s .  A r t i c l e s  

o f  t h i s  n a t u r e  a p p e a r e d  e a c h  m o n t h  i n  t h e  F I D A C  R E V I E W  

a n d  w e r e  u s u a l l y  r e p r i n t e d  a n d  g i v e n  w i d e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  

t h e  d i f f e r e n t  a l l i e d  n a t i o n s .  T h e  L e g i o n  c o - o p e r a t e d  i n  

t h i s  p e a c e  p r o g r a m  b y  s u p p l y i n g  a r t i c l e s  b y  o u t s t a n d i n g  

l e g i o n n a i r e s  o n  v a r i o u s  p h a s e s  o f  A m e r i c a n  l i f e  a n d  g o v e r n 

m e n t .  A t t e m p t s  w e r e  m a d e  t o  r e m o v e  f r i c t i o n  b e t w e e n  a l l i e d  

n a t i o n s  t h r o u g h  u n o f f i c i a l  e x p l a n a t i o n s  a n d  c o n t a c t s  o f  

r e s p o n s i b l e  c i t i z e n s  a n d  o f f i c i a l s .  V i s i t s  o f  v e t e r a n s  

t o  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  w e r e  e n c o u r a g e d  a s  a  m e a n s  o f  p r o m o 

t i n g  f r i e n d l y  r e l a t i o n s ,  a n d  v e t e r a n s *  g r o u p s  o p e r a t e d  

t h r o u g h  t h e  T r a v e l  B u r e a u  o f  F I D A C  i n  a r r a n g i n g  t o u r s .

R e c o g n i z i n g  t h a t  t h e  h o p e  f o r  p e a c e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  

r e s t e d  w i t h  t h e  y o u t h  o f  t h a t  d a y ,  t h e  F I D A C  e n c o u r a g e d  

t h e  p e a c e  e f f o r t s  o f  s c h o o l s  a n d  c o l l e g e s  b y  o f f e r i n g  

e a c h  y e a r  t h r e e  m e d a l s  o f  h o n o r ,  t o  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u 

t i o n s  i n  e a c h  o f  I t s  m e m b e r  c o u n t r i e s  f o r  o u t s t a n d i n g  

w o r k  i n  f u r t h e r i n g  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f r i e n d s h i p  a n d  u n d e r -
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s t a n d i n g .  T h e  L e g i o n  s e l e c t e d  t h e  A m e r i c a n  s c h o o l s  t o  

r e c e i v e  t h e  F I D A C  a w a r d s  b y  c o n d u c t i n g  e a c h  y e a r  a  n a t i o n 

w i d e  c o m p e t i t i o n  a m o n g  t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  a n d  c o l l e g e s  o f  t h e
pc o u n t r y .

B a c h  y e a r  t h e  F I D A C  h e l d  a  c o n g r e s s  i n  o n e  o f  t h e  

a l l i e d  c o u n t r i e s ,  b r i n g i n g  t o g e t h e r  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  h u n d r e d  

d e l e g a t e s  w h o  w e r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  F I D A C  

n a t i o n s .  T w o  o f  t h e s e  c o n g r e s s e s  w e r e  h e l d  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s — i n  H e w  O r l e a n s  I n  1 9 2 2  a n d  i n  W a s h i n g t o n  i n  1 9 3 0 .  

T h e  L e g i o n  w i t h d r e w  f r o m  F I D A C  i n  1 9 3 9  f o r  f e a r  i t s  s y m 

p a t h i e s  w i t h  o t h e r  a l l i e d  v e t e r a n s  a n d  n a t i o n s  m i g h t  d r a w
3

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n t o  W o r l d  W a r  I I .

L e g i o n  C o n v e n t i o n s  i n  P a r i s  

I n  v i e w  o f  t h e  g r e a t  s t r e s s  p l a c e d  o n  p e r s o n a l  a s s o c i 

a t i o n s  a s  a  m e a n s  o f  f u r t h e r i n g  t h e  g o a l  o f  p e a c e ,  t h e  

L e g i o n 1 s  c o n v e n t i o n s  i n  P a r i s  i n  1 9 2 7  a n d  i n  1 9 3 7  a n d  t h e  

o f f i c i a l  c a l l s  b y  C o m m a n d e r  S a v a g e  a n d  2 5 0  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  

o f  t h e  L e g i o n  o n  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t s  o f  I t a l y ,  S w i t z e r l a n d ,  

B e l g i u m  a n d  E n g l a n d  m i g h t  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  a p p l i c a t i o n s  

o f  t h i s  i d e a .  ( A  t h i r d  c o n v e n t i o n  i n  P a r i s  w a s  t o  h a v e  

b e e n  h e l d  i n  1 9 4 7 ,  b u t  I t  w a s  c a l l e d  o f f  d u e  t o  a  l a c k  

o f  s h i p p i n g  f a c i l i t i e s ) .

2 .  A nnual  R e p o r t s , 1 9 3 2 ,  pp. 3 1 1 - 3 1 9 .

3 # The N a t i o n a l  L e g i o n n a i r e , O c t o b e r ,  1 9 3 9 ,  p .  5 .
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I n  t h e  1 9 2 7  c o n v e n t i o n ,  3 0 , 0 0 0  l e g i o n n a i r e s  m a d e  t h e  

p i l g r i m a g e  t o  P a r i s .  S o m e  F r e n c h  r e p o r t e r s  o b j e c t e d  t o  t h e  

v i s i t  b e i n g  c a l l e d  a  “ p i l g r i m a g e ”  f o r  o n e  g o e s  b a c k  t o  

a n c i e n t  c i v i l i z a t i o n s  a n d  t o  t h e  d e a d  i n  p i l g r i m a g e s  a n d  

t h i s  c o n v e n t i o n  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  l i v i n g ,
4

t o  f u n  a n d  t o  g o o d  f e l l o w s h i p .

T h e  F r e n c h  g o v e r n m e n t  a p p r o p r i a t e d  3 , 7 5 7 , 2 4 3  f r a n c s  

f o r  e n t e r t a i n i n g  t h e  L e g i o n .  F i r s t  o n  s c h e d u l e  w a s  t h e  

o f f i c i a l  b a n q u e t  w h e r e  t h e  o f f i c i a l  w e l c o m e  a n d  e x c h a n g e  

o f  n i c e t i e s  b y  c i t y  a n d  F r e n c h  g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  a n d  

L e g i o n  o f f i c i a l s  t o o k  p l a c e .  N o  c o n v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  L e g i o n  

w o u l d  f o r e g o  a  p a r a d e  a n d  t h e  3 0 , 0 0 0  l e g i o n n a i r e s  p u t  o n  a  

g o o d  s h o w  f o r  t h e  s e v e r a l  h u n d r e d  t h o u s a n d  s p e c t a t o r s .  O n e  

h u n d r e d  t h o u s a n d  F r e n c h  s o l d i e r s  w e r e  o r d e r e d  t o  d u t y  i n  

P a r i s  f o r  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n ,  p a r a d e  a n d  o t h e r  L e g i o n  a c t i v i 

t i e s .  P a r i s i a n s  h a d  n e v e r  s e e n  s u c h  a  s h o w — a n d  t h e  C o m 

m u n i s t s  r e f e r r e d  t o  i t  a s  a  c i r c u s .  W i t h  t h e  m u l t i - c o l o r e d  

u n i f o r m s  w o r n  b y  v a r i o u s  s t a t e  d e l e g a t i o n s ,  t h e  F r e n c h  

p e o p l e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  i t  w a s  d e s i g n e d  a s  a  b u r l e s q u e  o n  

E u r o p e  *  s  c e n t u r i e s  o l d  m i l i t a r i s m .  I n  L *  H u m a n ! t S  t h e  

l e g i o n n a i r e s  w e r e  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  &a s c x s t ,  P u r i t a n  

a n d  A l c o h o l i c  L e g i o n . 1 1  T h e  C o m m u n i s t s  w e r e  c r i t i c a l  o f  

A m e r i c a n s  f o r  h a v i n g  e x e c u t e d  t h e  t w o  d o s t o n  a n a r c h i s t s ,

4 .  T h e  L i t e r a r y  D i g e s t ,  V o l .  9 5 ,  O c t o b e r  1 5 ,  1 9 2 7 ,  
p .  3 8 .
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S a c c o  a n d  V a n z e t t i .  W h i l e  t h e  L e g i o n  w a s  m e e t i n g  i n  P a r i s ,  

1 4 , 0 0 0  C o m m u n i s t  m e m b e r s  m e t  i n  t h e  s u b u r b  o f  C l i c h y  a n d  

b a p t i z e d  1 1  a  s q u a r e  b y  t h e  n a m e  o f  P l a c e  S a c c o  V a n z e t t i . "

I n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e  i d e a  o f  p e r s o n - t o - p e r s o n  c o n t a c t s  

t o  f u r t h e r  t h e  c a u s e  o f  p e a c e ,  t h e  3 0 , 0 0 0  l e g i o n n a i r e s  a s  

g u e s t s  o f  t h e  F r e n c h  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  p e o p l e  c a u s e d  t h e  d i p 

l o m a t i c  r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  F r a n c e  a n d  R u s s i a  t o  b e  s t r a i n e d .  

T h e  m u t u a l  a n i m o s i t y  b e t w e e n  l e g i o n n a i r e s  a n d  C o m m u n i s t s  

i s  w e l l  k n o w n .  D u r i n g  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  i n  P a r i s  t h e  R u s s i a n  

a m b a s s a d o r  t o  F r a n c e  o r d e r e d  t h e  C o m m u n i s t s  t o  o v e r t h r o w  

t h e  F r e n c h  g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  h a v i n g  I n v i t e d  t h e  L e g i o n  t o  

P a r i s ,  a n d  f o r  t h i s  t h e  F r e n c h  g o v e r n m e n t  a s k e d  t h e  R u s s i a n  

g o v e r n m e n t  t o  r e c a l l  i t s  a m b a s s a d o r  a s  p e r s o n a  n o n  g r a t a .

R e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e t w e e n  F r a n c e  a n d  a n o t h e r  g o v e r n m e n t ,  

G e r m a n y ,  w e r e  i n v o l v e d  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  L e g i o n  c o n v e n 

t i o n  I n  P a r i s ,  w h e n ,  a  w e e k  b e f o r e  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  w a s  

h e l d ,  P r e s i d e n t  H i n d e n b e r g  o f  G e r m a n y  m a d e  a  s t a t e m e n t  t o  

t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  G e r m a n y  w a s  n o t  g u i l t y  f o r  s t a r t i n g  W o r l d  

W a r  I  a n d  I n v i t e d  t h e  o f f i c i a l  d e l e g a t i o n  o f  t h e  L e g i o n  

t o  v i s i t  G e r m a n y .  A f t e r  t h e  F r e n c h  g o v e r n m e n t  p r o t e s t e d

a g a i n s t  a n  o f f i c i a l  L e g i o n  v i s i t  t o  G e r m a n y ,  t h a t  c o u n t r y
6w a s  r e m o v e d  f r o m  t h e  o f f i c i a l  l i s t  o f  t h e  L e g i o n .

5 .  M T h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  C o n q u e r s  P a r i s ”  b y  O t h o n  G .  
G u e r l a c ,  i n  C u r r e n t  H i s t o n y ,  V o l .  2 7 ,  N o v e m b e r ,  1 9 2 7 ,  
p p .  2 8 3 - 2 8 5 .

6 .  “ A m e r i c a n  Y o u t h  a n d  F r e n c h  B a t t l e - S c a r s "  i n  
L i t e r a r y  D i g e s t ,  V o l .  9 5 ,  O c t o b e r  1 5 ,  1 9 2 7 ,  p p .  3 8 — 4 4 .
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I t  i s  t o  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  n o t  a l l  t h e  3 0 , 0 0 0  l e g i o n n a i r e s  

m a k i n g  t h e  p i l g r i m a g e  t o  P a r i s  w e r e  b u r n i n g  w i t h  t h e  i d e a l 

i s m  t o  m a k e  p e r s o n a l  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  F r e n c h m e n  n o r  t o  e s t a b 

l i s h  b e t t e r  r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  F r a n c e  a n d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s #  

O u t  o f  s u c h  a  l a r g e  g r o u p  i t  w o u l d  b e  u n u s u a l  i f  s o m e  d i d  

n o t  a c t  i n  a  c o n t r a r y  m a n n e r .  T h e  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  w e r e  

s i n c e r e l y  d e s i r o u s  o f  r e n e w i n g  o l d  a c q u a i n t a n c e s  a n d  

m a k i n g  n e w  o n e s .  S o m e  w e n t  a l o n g  f o r  t h e  f u n  a n d  f r o l i c .  

O n e  l e g i o n n a i r e  f r o m  A r k a n s a s  w e n t  a l o n g  f o r  r e v e n g e  

a g a i n s t  a  l , M o n t m a r t e  j o i n t  w h e r e  h e  h a d  b e e n  s h o r t 

c h a n g e d  i n  1 9 1 8 ,  r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  A r m i s t i c e . "  T h e  t a l e  

o f  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  w a s  u n f o l d e d  l a t e r  t o  J u d g e  P h i l i p  S u l 

l i v a n ,  o f  t h e  L e g i o n * s  I l l i n o i s  d e l e g a t i o n ,  w h o ,  b y  c o u r 

t e s y  o f  t h e  F r e n c h  c o u r t s ,  s a t  w i t h  a  F r e n c h  j u d g e  a t  a  

s p e c i a l  t r i b u n a l  f o r  L e g i o n  c a s e s .  T h e  l e g i o n n a i r e  h a d  

h u r l e d  t w o  t e r r a c e  t a b l e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  p l a t e  g l a s s  f r o n t ,  

a n d  w h e n  a  c o u p l e  o f  g a r c o n s  t r i e d  t o  i n t e r f e r e ,  h e  

p i t c h e d  t h e m  i n  a m o n g  t h e  w r e c k a g e .  T h e  m a n a g e m e n t  t h e n  

c a l l e d  a  s q u a d  o f  g e n d a r m e s  w h o  a r r e s t e d  h i m  a n d  t o o k  

h i m  o f f  t o  j a i l #  W h e n  h e  w a s  b r o u g h t  i n t o  c o u r t  f o r  

t r i a l ,  h e  l o o k e d  a r o u n d  a n d  s a i d :  " I  a i n * t  g o i n g  t o  t e l l  

m y  s t o r y  t o  a  l o t  o f  F r o g s . 1 1  T h e n  J u d g e  S u l l i v a n  s p o k e  

u p ,  s a y i n g ;  " 1  a m  a n  A m e r i c a n  j u d g e ,  a n d  I  a m  h e r e  t o  

s e e  t h a t  y o u  g e t  a  s q u a r e  d e a l . "  T h e  l e g i o n n a i r e  t h e n  

t o l d  h i s  s t o r y ,  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  h e  h a d  w r e c k e d  t h e  p l a c e  

a n d  w a s  p r o u d  o f  i t .  " T h e y  g y p e d  m e  i n  1 9 1 8 , "  h e  s a i d -
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" I  a r g u e d  a b o u t  i t  t h e n ,  a n d  d i d n ' t  s e e  n o  u s e  t o  a r g u e

a l l  o v e r  a g a i n ,  s o  I  j u s t  c l e a n e d  u p  t h e  p l a c e .  B u t  I ' d

j u s t  a s  s o o n  p a y  t h e  c o s t s — i t  w a s  w o r t h  i t . 1 '  J u d g e

S u l l i v a n  a s s e s s e d  t h e  l e g i o n n a i r e  5 0 0  f r a n c s  ( a b o u t
7

t w e n t y  d o l l a r s ) *

T h e r e  w e r e  t w e n t y - e i g h t  o t h e r  c a s e s  o n  t h e  d o c k e t  

o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o u r t  t h a t  d a y ,  m o s t  o f  t h e m  f o r  

d r u n k e n n e s s ,  f o r  t h e  " g e n d a r m e s  h a d  b e e n  i n s t r u c t e d  n o t  

t o  a r r e s t  Y a n k s  w h o  m e r e l y  w a n t  t o  p u l l  t h e i r  w h i s k e r s  

o r  p u l l  t h e  b i r d i e s  o u t  o f  t h e i r  h a t s . "

T h e  c o n v e n t i o n  o f  1 9 3 7  w h e n  1 0 , 0 0 0  l e g i o n n a i r e s  m a d e  

t h e  v i s i t  t o  P a r i s  w a s  w i t h o u t  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t .  M a n y  

m o n u m e n t s  w e r e  d e d i c a t e d  c o m m e m o r a t i n g  t h e  h e r o i s m  d i s 

p l a y e d  b y  a l l i e d  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  b y  A m e r i c a n  s o l d i e r s .  

F r e n c h  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  a n d  L e g i o n  o f f i 

c i a l s  r e v i e w e d  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  f r i e n d s h i p  b e t w e e n  F r a n c e  

a n d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  d e d i c a t e d  t h e  m o n u m e n t s  t o
Q

e t e r n a l  p e a c e .  T h e  F r e n c h  g o v e r n m e n t  e n t e r t a i n e d  t h e  

l e g i o n n a i r e s  f o r  s i x  d a y s  f u r n i s h i n g  f r e e  h o t e l  a c c o m o 

d a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  f o o d  a n d  v i n  b l a n c  a n d  v i n  r o u g e  a t
9

a  c o s t  o f  6 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  f r a n c s .

7 .  " A m e r i c a n  Y o u t h  a n d  F r e n c h  B a t t l e - S c a r s "  i n  
L i t e r a r y  D i g e s t ,  V o l *  9 5 ,  O c t o b e r  1 5 ,  1 9 2 / ,  p p »  3 8 — 4 4 .

8 #  T h e  N a t i o n a l  L e g i o n n a i r e ,  S e p t e m b e r ,  1 9 3 7 ,  p .  1 .

9 .  The National Legionnaire, March, 1 9 3 7 ,  p .  8 ;
May, 1 9 3 7 ,  p* 9 .
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A s  t o  t h e  a c h i e v e m e n t s  a n d  a d v a n t a g e s  o f  n c o n t a c t  a n d

k n o w l e d g e ”  a s  t h e  b a s i s  o f  ' ’ i n t e r n a t i o n a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g , 1 1

t h e  L e g i o n  c o n s i d e r e d  i t s  p i l g r i m a g e s  ”  s u c c e s s f u l , ”  a n d

1 1  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  i n c i d e n t  o f  m o r e  t h a n  u s u a l  c o n s e q u e n c e , ”

” t h e  g r e a t e s t  p e a c e - t i m e  t r a n s - A t l a n t i c  m o v e m e n t s  i n  t h e

w o r l d 1 s  h i s t o r y ”  a n d  G e n e r a l  P e r s h i n g  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e

” S e c o n d  A .  B .  F .  a s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  g o o d - w i l l  p i l g r i m a g e  i n  
” L Oh i s t o r y . ”  ” P e a c e ,  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  g o o d  w i l l  ( w e r e )  

t h e  c h i e f  g o a l s  o f  t h e  v i s i t s . ” " ^

V a r i o u s  e m o t i o n s  w e r e  e x p r e s s e d  o n  t h e  l e g i o n n a i r e s 1  

v i s i t s  t o  t h e  c o n t i n e n t .  J e a n  P l o t ,  a  n o t e d  F r e n c h  

j o u r n a l i s t ,  w h o  h i m s e l f  i n  W o r l d  W a r  X  r o s e  t o  t h e  r a n k  

o f  a  c a p t a i n  i n  t h e  F r e n c h  a r m y ,  i n  w e l c o m i n g  t h e  p i l 

g r i m a g e  i n  h 1  O e u v r e ,  w r o t e :

W e l c o m e ,  b o y s ,  y o u  a r e  w e l c o m e  I  . . .
F o r  y o u ,  t h e  d e a d  a r e  d e a d  a n d  t h a t ! s  a l l  t h e r e  i s  

t o  i t .  I t  w a s  n o t  f o r  t h a t  y o u  c a m e  t o  F r a n c e .  Y o u  
c a m e  t o  e n j o y  l i f e ,  r e a l  l i f e ,  n o t  t h e  c o m p l i c a t e d  
b u s i n e s s  w h i c h  o u r  b r a i n s  e v o l v e ,  b u t  t h e  s i m p l e  b u s i n e s s  
o f  e a t i n g ,  d r i n k i n g ,  l a u g h i n g  a n d  j o k i n g ,  w h i c h  i s  r e 
p e a t i n g  a l l  t h o s e  c u r i o u s  a d v e n t u r e s  y o u  h a d  h e r e  t e n  

y e a r s  a g o  i n  t h i s  o l d  c o u n t r y .

I d a  T r e a t ,  w r i t i n g  i n  T h e  N a t i o n ,  w a s  s a r c a s t i c  a n d  

c r i t i c a l  w h e n  s h e  s a i d ,  q u o t e d  a s  f o l l o w s :

1 0 .  ” T h e  L e g i o n 1  s  S e c o n d  A .  B .  F .  ”  i n  L i t e r a r y  
D i g e s t  V o l .  9 5 ,  O c t o b e r  1 5 ,  1 9 2 7 ,  p p .  5 - 7 .

1 1 .  T h e  National Legionnaire, November, 19 37, 
p p .  9 - 1 1 .

1 2 .  ” A m e r i c a n  Y o u t h  a n d  F r e n c h  B a t t l e - S c a r s ”  i n  
L i t e r a r y  D i g e s t ,  V o l .  9 5 ,  O c t o b e r  1 5 ,  1 9 2 / ,  p .  3 8 .
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P a r i s  s a w  t h e  L e g i o n - - i n  t e n s  o f  h u n d r e d s - - c r o w d i n g  
t h e  d a n c e  h a l l s  a n d  n i g h t  r e s t a u r a n t s  o f  M o n t m a r t e ,  w i t h  

r o w s  o f  p o l i c e  s t a n d i n g  b y ;  p a i n t i n g  t h e  b o u l e v a r d s  a  
d e e p  a l c o h o l i c  r e d ;  p a r k e d  i n  l o n g  r o w s  o f  t a x i s  b e f o r e  

: t h e  h o u s e s  w i t h  t h e  b i g  n u m b e r s ;  a n d  t o t e d  h o m e  a t  f o u r  
I i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  t o o  f a r  g o n e  t o  r e m e m b e r  i t s  a d d r e s s ,
! P e a c e - t i m e  P a r i s  s a w  w h a t  w a r - t i m e  P a r i s  h a d  a l r e a d y  
| s e e n :  t h e  o b v i o u s l y  a r r o g a n t ,  t h e  o b v i o u s l y  d r u n k ,  g i v i n g  
|  v e n t  t o  o p i n i o n  t h a t  a l l  P a r i s  i s  a  b a r  a n d  a  b r o t h e l - -  
i l  a n d  t h a t  t h e  t o w n  i s  o u r  s i
i T h e  L e g i o n ' s  ■ u n o f f i c i a l  " a m b a s s a d o r s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o
! t h e  p r e s s ,  b u t  w h a t  A m e r i c a  d o  t h e y  r e p r e s e n t ?  I s  i t  

| t h e  o l d  A m e r i c a  F r a n c e  h a d  l e a r n e d  t o  h o n o r ;  p i o n e e r  
| A m e r i c a ,  g e n e r o u s ,  b r a v e ,  s i m p l e ,  s i n c e r e  i n  f a i t h  a n d  

j |  m o d e s t  i n  a c h i e v e m e n t ?  A m e r i c a ,  w h e r e  t h e  v e r y  w o r d  
; j  m i l i t a r i s m  w a s  a n a t h e m a ?  T h e  A m e r i c a  s h e  t h o u g h t  s h e  

h a d  f o u n d  i n  L i n d b e r g h ?  F o r  L i n d b e r g h  w a s  a n  "  a m b a s s a -  
i ! d o r . " - * - 3

| A .  A l b e r t  P e t i t ,  w r i t i n g  i n  t h e  J o u r n a l  d e s  h e b a t s ,

, w a s  m o r e  g e n e r o u s ,  w h e n  h e  s a i d :

T h e s e  t r u e  a n d  v a l i a n t  f r i e n d s ,  w e  c a n  t h i n k  o n l y  o f  
■ t h e  f r i e n d s h i p  t h a t  m u s t  a l w a y s  l a s t  b e t w e e n  A m e r i c a n s  
! a n d  F r e n c h m e n  d e s p i t e  a l l  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g s ,  a l l  d i f f i 

c u l t i e s  a n d  a l l  s t a t i s t i c s .  T h e y  a r e  t h e  m e s s e n g e r s  o f  
c o n c o r d  a n d  c o n f r a t e r n i t y .  T h e y  c a r r y  o n  d i r e c t  d i p l o 

m a c y ,  n a m e l y ,  t h a t  o f  t h e  h e a r t .  W e  k n o w  v e r y  w e l l  
i  t h a t  t h i s  d i p l o m a c y  i s  n o t  a l l - s u f f i c i e n t ,  a n d  i s  n o t  

c o m p e t e n t  f o r  a l l  p u r p o s e s .  S o  b e  i t .  B u t  a t  l e a s t  i t  
a n s w e r s  o n e  p u r p o s e  t h a t  i s  v e r y  s t r o n g  a n d  v e r y  n o b l e ,  
a n d  w i t h o u t  v / h i c h  t h e r e  c o u l d  n o t  b e  t h a t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  

, i  w h i c h  i s  b a s e d  n o t  o n  s i g n a t u r e s ,  b u t  o n  t r u s t  a n d  f a i t h  
i n  t h e  s a m e  i d e a l . - * - ^

T i d e  o f  T o y s

A  t h i r d  t y p e  o f  a c t i v i t y  i l l u s t r a t i v e  o f  t h e  L e g i o n ' s  

p e r s o n - t o - p e r s o n  o r  u n o f f i c i a l  " a m b a s s a d o r "  i s  t h e  T i d e

1 3 .  " I s  t h i s  A m e r i c a ? "  b y  I d a  T r e a t ,  T h e  N a t i o n ,
V o l .  1 2 5 ,  O c t o b e r  1 9 ,  1 9 2 7 ,  p p .  4 2 0 - 4 2 2 .

1 4 .  " O v e r s e a s  G l a n c e s  a t  O u r  L e g i o n n a i r e s "  i n  L i t e r a r y  
' j D i g e s t ,  V o l .  9 5 ,  O c t o b e r  1 5 ,  1 9 2 7 ,  p p .  2 1 - 2 2 .
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of Toys.

j R e c o g n i z i n g  t h a t  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  t o d a y  w i l l  b e  t h e

| s o l d i e r s  a n d  e n e m i e s  i n  t h e  n e x t  w a r ,  i f  t h e r e  i s  o n e ,  t h e
j

j L e g i o n  i s  h o p e f u l  o f  m a k i n g  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  i n  d i f f e r e n t  

| c o u n t r i e s  f r i e n d s *  T h a t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  f r i e n d s h i p  m a y

|  g r o w ,  t h e  L e g i o n  b e f o r e  C h r i s t m a s  i n  1 9 4 9  p u t  o n  a  c a m p a i g n
! j
j  o f  c o l l e c t i n g  C h r i s t m a s  t o y s  o f  A m e r i c a n  c h i l d r e n  a n d
•I

|  s e n d i n g  t h e m  t o  t h e  u n d e r p r i v i l e g e d  c h i l d r e n  o f  E u r o p e a n
|

c o u n t r i e s — F r a n c e ,  I t a l y ,  G r e a t  B r i t a i n ,  G r e e c e ,  N o r w a y ,
1 5N e t h e r l a n d s ,  A u s t r i a ,  B e r l i n  a n d  W e s t  G e r m a n y .

i
I t  w a s  t h e  g o a l  t o  c o l l e c t  3 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  t o y s  a n d  h a v e

j
; G A R B ,  a  r e l i e f  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  t h e m  i n  t h e  

( N e t h e r l a n d s ,  A u s t r i a ,  B e r l i n  a n d  W e s t  G e r m a n y ,  w h i l e  i n

I t h e  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  t h e  t o y s  w i l l  b e  d i s t r i b u t e d  b y  o t h e r
. 16i agencies.

■ F i r s t  s h i p m e n t s  a r r i v e d  i n  E u r o p e  F e b r u a r y  7 ,  1 9 5 0 ,

| a n d  i m m e d i a t e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  b e g a n .  N i n e  h u n d r e d  t h o u s a n d  

j  t o y s  w e r e  s e n t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  s h i p m e n t .

■ T h i s  a c t i v i t y  i s  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  m a n y

i t h i n g s  h a v e  t o  b e  d o n e  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  g o a l  o f  p e a c e .

O n l y  t h e  f u t u r e  c a n  t e l l  w h e t h e r  t h o s e  t h i n g s  t h a t  m u s t
! 1 7
; i  b e  d o n e  w i l l  b e  d o n e  t o  a c h i e v e  t h i s  g o a l .
: |

j!  ~  ^
j !  1 5 .  A l b u q u e r q u e  J o u r n a l ,  F e b r u a r y  5 ,  1 9 5 0 ,  p .  2 2 .

1 6 .  T h e  D e n v e r  P o s t ,  F e b r u a r y  5 ,  1 9 5 0 ,  p .  1 .

! 1 7 .  A p o e n d i x ,  p . 4 1 1  f o r  l e t t e r  o f  F r a n c i s  A .  M o c k
o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  t o  D r e w  P e a r s o n  o n  t h e  L e g i o n ’ s  T i d e  o f  
T o y s .
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The next group of activities of the Legion to be con

sidered have to do with i ts  activities as a pressure group 

in attempting to influence official governmental policy 

of the United States in i ts  dealings with other nations#

To be considered in order are: Peace and War Profits,

Peace and Preparedness, International Trade, Debts and 

Loans, International Co-operation and Post-War Policies#

Peace and War Profits 

Legionnaires came out of World War I with the very 

definite feeling that there had been an unfair sharing of

jj the burdens of the war. They had drilled In training
;S
! camps and served in the trenches for a dollar a day. But
I
! those serving on the home front had made fabulous wages
|
! and many industrialists had made millions out of war 

18, contracts. Twenty-three thousand millionaires were 

added to the l i s t  of1 those of the United States in World 

War I .  The Legion!s plan for equalizing the burdens of
i
| war was embodied in the Universal Draft Act. They urged

| Congress to pass such legislation on the grounds that In

* time of war i t  is only right that the man in the trench

18. Hearings Before the Special Committee Investi- 
gating the Munitions Industry United States Senate, 
Seventy-Third Congress, pursuant to S.. Res. 206, A Reso
lution to Make Certain I nvestigations Concerning the 
M'anufac ture and Sale of Arms and Other War Muni t i  ons, 
Part _6, Sept. 17 and 18, 1954, pp. 1537-1573#
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should be placed on an even plane with the man in the ship

yard and the man who manufactures the bayonet. For, l(war 

. . .  is everyoody1 s job. To finish that job as e ffic i-  

| ently as possible requires the doing away of distinctions,

| the placing of every citizen on an even basis, the sub- 

| jecting to immediate government call every industry,

!every resource, whether publicly or privately owned.

| A careful study was made in 1921 by economic and

imilitary experts of the experiences of Prance, Germany, 

i i  Great Britain and the United States in war-time legisla

tion. As a resu lt, the Capper-Johnson Bill, embodying 

the Legion1s recommendations, was introduced. Congress 

: was afraid of the legislation at f i r s t  and from 1922

through 1926 i t  got no further than hearings before con-

20■gressional committees. Presidents Harding and Coolidge

;both advocated such protection and la te r  i t  was included

! in the platforms of both of the major political parties
21

' at their national conventions* President Hoover on 

; June 27, 1930, signed a resolution for the purpose of

19. James A. Drain, "The American Legion in the Years
I To Come" in The Outlook, Vol. 138, pp. 364-365, Nov. 5,
1924; The Literary Digest, Vol. 95, Nov. 5, 1927, p. 10.

! 20. Hearing Before the Committee on Military Affairs,
■; United States Senate, Sixty-Bighth Congress, F irs t Sess- 
' ion,""on S. 2561, A Bill To Provide Further For the Nat- 
:: Tonal Security and Defense, April 10, 1924.

; 2 1 -  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  R e c o r d ,  7 6 t h  C o n g r e s s ,  3 r d  S e s s i o n ,
| Vol. 86, Part 10, Aug. 28, 1940, pp. 11093-11094.
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creating a joint commission to study the proposal, thus 

carrying out an eight-year Legion objective.

This commission reported i ts  findings on March 3,

1932 and transmitted the report to Congress on March 7,

11932. I t  recommended that three legislative steps be
;

taken; f i r s t ,  give the government authority to f ix  prices 

!| at the inception of war; second, confiscation of 95 per 

Icent of a ll  war income above normal so that funds es-
ij
j caping the freezing of prices would be diverted back to 

jj paying the cost of war; and third, a constitutional amend-
, ' j

îment specifically giving to Congress the authority to con-
I 22trol prices in war time.

; The next important step toward enactment of legisla-

|tion to take the profits out of war came on April 12,

1932 when the Nye-Vandenberg resolution, creating a spec

ia l committee to review the findings of the commission and 

investigate war profiteering. The neutrality legislation 

of 1935 grew out of the Munitions Investigating Committee 

;distortions. (See Chapter V.). The Legion accepted the 

: now-discredited "findings" of the Nye committee and empha- 

isized strongly the taking of profits out of war as des- 

troying automatically "one of the greatest incentives to 

■war." I t  is to be noted that when this program was launched

i  22. Congressional Record, 72nd Congress, 1st Session,
! Vol. 75, Part 5_, March 7_, 1952, pp. 5340-o344.
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Iii
in 1921, the emphasis was on "equalizing the burdens of war." 

j Beginning in 1935 and carrying on in the May Bill, i t  was
ii
! considered as a "peace measure." The May Bill was descri- 

| bed as a measure to "prevent profiteering in time of war
i
' and to equalize the burden of war and thus provide for

| the national defense, and promote peace." The May Bill
I
!was reported out of the House Military Affairs Committee 

jjafter President Roosevelt* s special message asking for a 

| super navy and for a law to end war profiteering. Vi/hen 

the b i l l  was under debate i t  was discovered that I t  did

I none of the things which i t  claimed, but would fasten on
||
lithe United States a dictatorship "as rigid as is exercised

i

!;by Hitler, Mussolini or Stalin." Three members of the
; j

I committee, Congressmen Maverick, Kvale and Andersen,

'filed a minority report charging that the May Bill was
j

?! dishonest, for i t  did none of the things i t  claimed; I t  

itook no profits out of war, equalized no burdens and would
'i
not promote peace. They looked upon i t  as "a draft of
i
human labor," and was a blank check "written in advance

I-
■ for an executive to conscript every person, man or woman, 

iat will and wholly upon whatever miles and regulations he 

imay proclaim. There (was) not a line or a word in the
j

j  measure that in any way (would curb) profiteering." If

,1 war should come, "Congress might as well le t  i ts  halls be
l j

|burned, go home and be prepared to be called occasionally 

j!for a speech in some opera house. The b i l l  (was) the
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j stuff of which Hitlers are made and the liberties  of a free 

I people lo s t .11̂

| The Legion supported this b i l l  fully, asking all
|
|legionnaires to write their congressmen in behalf of i t ,

I The New York convention had placed "a firm demand for 

universal service legislation in (the 75th) session of
!
;Congress, providing for an equal distribution of the 

burdens of war, with special privileges and profits for 

none,” Frank Pinolo, chairman of the Legion’s national 

[legislative committee said that nthe adoption of (that)

jbill (would) be the greatest single contribution to the
:|

cause of peace of (that) generation.*1 Men from 21 to 31
■i
|would be drafted at one dollar per day, but industry was 

|assured a five per cent clear profit above the previous 

|three years average earnings. The lure of the universal 

'service b i l l  to thousands of legionnaires was that they 

believed i t  would make the rich person work for the same 

wage as the soldier. This influenced them to consider

[i the b i l l  as a peace measure. They argued: "Make a law
j
that allows no more pay or profit to the millionaire or

 ̂ industria list than to the private in the trenches, and
!|
"make them also get out and go through what some of us 

have gone through, and there will be no more war."

23. Congressional Record, 74th Congress, 1st Session, 
! Vol. 79, Part 5, April 3, 4, 5, 6, 1935, pp. 4957-4968; 
5033-5076; 5154-5173; 5178-5201.
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T h e  s u b s t i t u t e  H o u s e  b i l l ,  H .  R .  6 7 0 4 ,  i n s u r e d  a  

f a i r  n o r m a l  r e t u r n  t o  l a b o r ,  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  i n v e s t e d  

|  c a p i t a l ,  a n d  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  T r e a s u r y  w a s  t o  r e c o m 

m e n d  t o  C o n g r e s s  w i t h i n  3 0  d a y s  a f t e r  w a r  w a s  d e c l a r e d
OA|  w h a t  s h o u l d  b e  t a x e d  a w a y .

ii
| T h e  W a r  a n d  N a v y  D e p a r t m e n t s  w e r e  m o r e  i n t e r e s t e d

J  i n  a n  I n d u s t r i a l  M o b i l i z a t i o n  P l a n ,  s o  n o  l e g i s l a t i o n  w a s
I

e n a c t e d  i n  t h a t  s e s s i o n .  I n  t h e  7 6 t h  C o n g r e s s  t h e  L e g i o nsI
! d i d  n o t  s p o n s o r  a n y  u n i v e r s a l  s e r v i c e  l e g i s l a t i o n  f o r  f e a r

i i t  w o u l d  w r e c k  t h e i r  n a t i o n a l  d e f e n s e  p r o g r a m .  A t  t h i s
|
j t i m e  t h e  L e g i o n  w a s  w o r k i n g  c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h e  W a r  a n d  N a v y  

i D e p a r t m e n t s  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  o r d e r  o f  b i l l s  t o  b e  p r e -  

- s e n t e d  f o r  n a t i o n a l  d e f e n s e .  H o w e v e r ,  o n  M a r c h  2 1 ,  1 9 4 0 ,

| S e n a t o r  P i o m e r  B o n e  a n d  4 9  o t h e r  s e n a t o r s  h a d  a  b i l l  i n t r o -  

i |  d u c e d  t o  t a k e  t h e  p r o f i t s  o u t  o f  w a r  a n d  t h e r e  w e r e  c o m 

p a n i o n  b i l l s  i n t r o d u c e d  I n  t h e  H o u s e ,  p r o v i d i n g  a  d e t a i l e d

; !  t a x  s c h e d u l e  w h i c h  s h o u l d  g o  i n t o  e f f e c t  a u t o m a t i c a l l y
2 5u p o n  a  d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  w a r  b y  C o n g r e s s .  T h e  N e w  Y o r k

j

T i m e s  c r i t i c i z e d  t h e s e  b i l l s  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  t h a t  a  r e s i d e n t
' . i

; j „  -  -  - - - -  - -  - - -        "  *

2 4 .  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  R e c o r d ,  7 4 t h  C o n g r e s s ,  1 s t  S e s s i o n ,  
V o l .  7 9 ,  P a r t  2 ,  F e b .  2 0 ,  1 9 5 5 ,  p p .  2 3 4 7 - 2 3 5 0 ; ?  P a r t  5 ,  

j X p r i l  4 ,  1 9 3 5 ,  p p .  5 0 5 5 - 5 0 6 8 ;  p p .  5 1 8 4 - 5 1 8 6 ;  R a y m o n d  H .
L a u r y ,  " I s  t h e  L e g i o n  B e i n g  D e l u d e d ? ' 1  i n  T h e  C h r i s t i a n  i !  C e n t u r y ,  V o l .  5 5 ,  p p .  3 0 7 - 5 0 8 ,  M a r c h  9 ,  1 9 3 8 ;  T h e  L e g i o n  

j a n d  t h e  M a y  B i l l "  i n  T h e  C h r i s t i a n  C e n t u r y ,  V o l .  5 5 ,
| j  p p .  3 2 6 - 3 2 7 ,  M a r c h  1 6 ,  1 9 3 8 ;  a n n u a l  R e p o r t s ,  1 9 3 8 ,  
j pp. 2 3 0 - 2 3 1 .
J 2 5 .  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  R e c o r d ,  7 6 t h  C o n g r e s s ,  3 r d  S e s s i o n ,
[ ! V o l .  8 6 ,  P a r t  8 ,  J u n e  1 9 ,  1 9 4 0 ,  p p .  8 6 1 9 - 8 6 3 0 .
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j o f  t h a t  s t a t e  w i t h ,  a n  i n c o m e  o f  $ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  w o u l d  b e  p a y i n g  

j t o  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  $ 2 6 , 1 3 0  m o r e  t h a n  

|  h i s  t a x a b l e  i n c o m e .  I t  r e v e a l e d  a l s o  t h a t  o f  t h e  5 0
i

s e n a t o r s  l i s t e d  a s  s p o n s o r s  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  m e a s u r e  o n l y  

; s i x  b e s i d e s  t h e  f o u r  r e a l  a u t h o r s - - S e n a t o r s  B o n e ,  C l a r k ,  

N y e  a n d  V a n d e n b e r g — s a i d  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  r e a d  t h e  b i l l .

■ T h e  A r m y  h a d  i t s  o w n  p l a n  f o r  m o b i l i z a t i o n  o f  i n d u s t r y
!
; a n d  s u c h  t a x  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  r a n g i n g  u p  t o  9 8 . 9  p e r  c e n t ,
!i

ij  w e r e  1 1  s o  c o n f i s c a t o r y  t h e y  w o u l d  p a r a l y z e  i n d u s t r y  i n  a n  

i e m e r g e n c y . u T h e  B r o o k i n g s  I n s t i t u t e  a t  t h a t  t i m e  w a s  e n -

j g a g e d  i n  a  s t u d y  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  w o u l d  f o r e s t a l l  w a r -
I 9 8j  t i m e  i n f l a t i o n .

A s  t h e  d e b a t e  o n  t h e s e  m e a s u r e s  p r o g r e s s e d  i n  1 9 4 0

| a n d  1 9 4 1 ,  t h e  L e g i o n  e m p h a s i z e d  i t s  s u p p o r t  e x c l u s i v e l y
i
|  I n  t e r m s  o f  p r e v e n t i n g  ^ p r o f i t e e r i n g ,  r a c k e t e e r i n g  a n d  

|  i n f l a t i o n ' 1  f o r  " e x c e s s i v e  p r o f i t s  ( w e r e )  b e i n g  d e m a n d e d  

I i n  m a n y  l i n e s  o f  d e f e n s e  e n d e a v o r , 1 1  a n d  t h e  a r g u m e n t  o f
j

i  s u c h  a  m e a s u r e  f o r  p e a c e  w a s  d r o p p e d .  T h e  S h e p p a r d - M a y
;!

' B i l l  p a s s e d  b y  C o n g r e s s  i n c l u d e d  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  f e a t u r e s

j o f  t h e  L e g i o n  p l a n .  N e e d l e s s  t o  s a y ,  t h e  m e a s u r e  d i d
2 7| n o t  p r e v e n t  p r o f i t s  n o r  w a r .

i !  . | -  — - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

! |  2 6 .  N e w  Y o r k  T i m e _ s ,  M a r c h  2 3  a n d  2 5 ,  1 9 5 9 ;  A n n u a l
> R e p o r t s ,  1 9 3 9 ,  p p .  2 7 3 - 2 7 6 ;  A n n u a l  R e p o r t s ,  1 9 4 0 ,
! ppt' 2 3 7 - 2 3 8 ;  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  R e c o r d ,  7 6 t h  C o n g r e s s ,  3 r d  
i S e s s i o n ,  V o l .  8 6 ,  P a r t  8 ,  J u n e  1 9 ,  1 9 4 0 ,  p p .  8 6 1 9 - 8 6 3 0 .

2 7 .  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  R e c o r d ,  7 7 t h  C o n g r e s s ,  1 s t  S e s s i o n ,
! Vol. 8 7 ,  P a r t  7 ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 9 , 1 9 4 1 , p p .  7 5 7 1 - 7 5 7 3 ;  7 5 8 4 -
; 7 5 8 7 ; ~ 0 o t o b e r  2 ,  1 9 4 1 ,  p p .  7609-76125* 7 7 t h  C o n g r e s s ,  2 n d

S e s s i o n ,  V o l .  8 8 ,  P a r t  1 ,  J a n u a r y  1 0 ,  1 9 4 2 ,  p p .  2 4 2 - 2 4 6 ;
A n n u a l  R e p o r t s ,  1 9 4 1 ,  p p *  2 9 4 - 2 9 8 .



www.manaraa.com

326

P e a o e  a n d  P r e p a r e d n e s s  

O n  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  p r e p a r e d n e s s  t h e  L e g i o n  p r e s e n t e d  

a  m u c h  b e t t e r  c a s e ,  i t s  p l a n  f o r  p r e p a r e d n e s s  i s  b a s e d
i
| o n  t h e s e  a s s u m p t i o n s :  T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  t h o u g h  n o t  p e r -  

j  f e e t ,  i s  a  g r e a t  a n d  g o o d  c o u n t r y .  I t  h a s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  

| p a r t  t o  p l a y  i n  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  b u t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  h e m i s p h e r e .  I t  h a s  a  f i n e  s y s t e m  o f  s e l f -

| g o v e r n m e n t ,  c i v i l  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  l i b e r t i e s  a n d  a n  e c o n o m i c
j

j  s y s t e m  t h a t  h a s  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  t h e  h i g h e s t  s t a n d a r d  o f  

|  l i v i n g  o f  a n y  n a t i o n  i n  t h e  w o r l d .  I t  h a s  g r o w n  g r e a t

j i  m a i n l y  t h r o u g h  p e a c e .  T h e  L e g i o n  d o e s  n o t  n e n t e r t a i n
ij|  t h e  f a l l a c i o u s  i d e a  t h a t  p e a c e  c a n  b e  m a i n t a i n e d  b y  w i s h -

28!j  f u l  t h i n k i n g , 1 1  b u t  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e sI
!|

i j ! , m u s t  p a y  w h a t  i t  c o s t s  i n  t i m e  a n d  i n t e r e s t  a n d  m o n e y  t o
! |
i i  m a i n t a i n  I t  .  .  •  . W e  v / I l l  p a y  f o r  p e a c e  i n  o n e  w a y  o r

! a n o t h e r ,  a t  o n e  t i m e  o r  a n o t h e r l  h i t h e r  w i t h  e f f o r t  a n d

t i m e  a n d  m o n e y  n o w ,  o r  w i t h  t h e  l i v e s  o f  o u r  y o u t h  w h e n
29| t h e  w a r  t o c s i n  i s  h e a r d . * 1

T h e  c o n t i n e n t a l  h o l d i n g s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  i t s  

:: t e r r i t o r i a l  p o s s e s s i o n s ,  i t s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  u n d e r  t h e
■ i

j M o n r o e  D o c t r i n e ,  a n d  n o w  t o  s e e  t h a t  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s
,i

i  g e t s  o f f  t o  a  g o o d  s t a r t ,  r e q u i r e  t h a t  t h i s  c o u n t r y  g i v e

' s t r o n g  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  p r e p a r e d n e s s  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  i t  m a y
I

i j  2 8 .  T h e  N a t i o n a l  L e g i o n n a i r e ,  A u g u s t ,  1 9 3 8 ,  p .  4 .

I 29. The National Legionnaire, May 20, 1946, p. 4.
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| m e e t  i t s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  m u s t  r e c o g 

n i z e  i t s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  h e m i s p h e r e  a n d  i n  

t h e  w o r l d  a n d  t a k e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  s t e p s  i n  a  p r e p a r e d n e s s  

j  p r o g r a m  t o  m e e t  t h e m ,  i f  t h e  L e g i o n *  s  w i s h e s  a r e  t o  p r e -  

| v a i l .

I T h e  L e g i o n *  s  i d e a  o f  p e a c e  f o r  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i s
[II1,
| |  b a s e d  o n  t h e  s o u n d  A r i s t o t l e a n  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  f o r c e  i s

! |  n e c e s s a r y  i n  t h e  w o r l d .  I t s  s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  t h e s i s  i s
jl

s o u n d ,  l o g i c a l  a n d  w a s  e v e n  p r o p h e t i c  w h e n  I t  s a i d  i n

1 9 2 8 ,  q u o t e d  a s  f o l l o w s :

!j A  s t r o n g  A m e r i c a  d o e s  n o t  i m p e r i l  p e a c e ,  b u t  a  w e a k
| i  A m e r i c a  s u r e l y  w i l l  i n  d u e  c o u r s e .  U n l e s s  A m e r i c a  I s  
j  a d e q u a t e l y  p r e p a r e d  t o  I n s i s t  o n  p e a c e  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  n o  
i p e a c e .  I f  a d e q u a t e l y  p r e p a r e d  f o r  o u r  o w n  d e f e n s e ,  n o  
|  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  p o w e r s  w i l l  h a v e  t h e  h a r d i h o o d  t o  f o r c e  
j u s  i n t o  w a r .  D e l i b e r a t e l y  t o  s t r i p  o u r s e l v e s  t o  a  c o n -  

i !  d i t i o n  o f  i m m e d i a t e  h e l p l e s s n e s s ,  t r u s t i n g  o n  h i g h  p u r -  
j p o s e  t o  s o l v e  h u m a n i t y * s  w r o n g s  a n d  g r u d g e s ,  i s  t o  i n v i t e  

u t t e r  d e s t r u c t i o n .  T h e  s t a t e  o f  t h e  w o r l d  t o d a y  m a k e s  
l ; t h i s  s h e e r  m a d n e s s .  I f  w e  p e r s i s t  i n  t h i s  w e  s h a l l  b e  

' l i v i n g  i n  a  f o o l ! s  p a r a d i s e ,  w i t h  a n  a w a k e n i n g  a h e a d  o f  
,  u s  m o r e  b i t t e r  t h a n  t h a t  o f  1 9 1 4 .  ^

T h i s  m a y  n o t  b e  I n  a c c o r d  w i t h  t h e  w i s h e s  o f  a  m a j o r 

i t y  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  p e o p l e  a s  f a r  a s  m a i n t a i n i n g  p e a c e  

i s  c o n c e r n e d ,  b u t  i t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  a  n a t i o n * s  I n f l u e n c e  

' i n  t h e  w o r l d  i s  b a s e d  o n  i t s  e c o n o m i c ,  p r o p a g a n d a  a n d  

m i l i t a r y  f o r c e  a n d  l ! a r m i e s  a n d  n a v i e s  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  o n l y  

I i n s t r u m e n t  t h a t  d i c t a t o r s  o f  p o l i c e  s t a t e s .  . . .  r e s p e c t * 11

j 3 0 .  a n n u a l  H e  p o r t s ,  1 9 2 8 ,  p p .  2 8 6 - 2 8 7 .
j 3 1 .  K e n n e t h  W .  C o l e g r o v e ,  i n  a  r e v i e w  o f  4 u i n c y

w r i ^ h t *  s  b o o k ,  a  F o r e i g n  P o l i c y  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  
j| i n  T h e  C h i c a g o  T o ,  1 9 4 7 .
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| But, to t h e  L e g i o n ,  f o r c e  i s  n o t  t o  b e  t h e  f i r s t  l i n e

o f  d e f e n s e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  I t  i s  n o t  p r a c t i c a b l e  o r  

' p o s s i b l e  u n d e r  t h e  s y s t e m  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h i s  c o u n t r y  

j  f o r  t h e  A r m y  a n d  H a v y  t o  s t a r t  w a r s .  T h e y  a r e  t h e  l a s t
l

l i n e  o f  d e f e n s e  a n d  t h e i r  f u n c t i o n  I s  t o  e n d  w a r s .  T h ei
f i r s t  l i n e  o f  d e f e n s e  t h e n  i s  t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  a n d  

j |  t h e  d i p l o m a t i c  c o r p s .  I t  i s  o n l y  w h e n  t h e y  f a l l  d o w n  

|  t h a t  a  w a r  i s  o n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y . ^  S i n c e  1 9 3 7 ,

■ t h e  L e g i o n  h a s  b e e n  a s k i n g  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  b e  

t  m o d e r n i z e d  s o  a s  t o  m e e t  I t s  p r e s e n t - d a y  r e s p o n s i b i l i 

t i e s  w i t h  d i s p a t c h  a n d  t h a t  a  f o r e i g n  s e r v i c e  a c a d e m y  

' b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  t r a i n  d i p l o m a t s  a n d  c o n s u l s  w h o  w i l l  

j  a d e q u a t e l y  a n d  e f f e c t i v e l y  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  c o u n t r y 1 s
i
! i n t e r e s t s  a b r o a d *  S u c h  a  p r o p o s a l  w o u l d  h a v e  a s  I t s  

u l t i m a t e  g o a l  t h e  p r e v e n t i o n  o f  w a r .  T h e  s u g g e s t i o n  I s  

: i  g o o d  a s  f a r  a s  i t  g o e s ,  b u t  t h e r e  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  b e  s t r u c 

t u r a l  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  m a k e  i t  c o m p l e t e l y
I
: e f f e c t i v e .  T h e  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  h a s  h a d  

' w i t h  a  r e l u c t a n t  C o n g r e s s  o n  t h e  r e c i p r o c a l  t r a d e  a g r e e -
i

m e n t s  i s  a  c a s e  I n  p o i n t .

!; T h e  L e g i o n  i s  f r a n k  i n  s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o

m e t h o d  o f  g u a r a n t e e i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  n o t  b e  w a r .  l h e  

! : p r i m e  p u r p o s e  o f  a  p r e p a r e d n e s s  p r o g r a m  w o u l d  b e  t o

3 2 .  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  R e c o r d ,  7 6 t h  C o n g r e s s ,  3 r d  S e s s i o n ,  
V o l .  8 6 ,  P a r t  2 ,  1 9 4 0 ,  p .  1 3 6 2 .



www.manaraa.com

329

p r e v e n t  a n y  n a t i o n  o r  g r o u p  o f  n a t i o n s  f r o m  “ p r a c t i c i n g  

a g g r e s s i o n  a g a i n s t  u s  o n  t h e  o n e  h a n d ,  o r  o n  t h e  o t h e r ,  

t h r o u g h  s u p e r i o r  f o r c e f u l  m e a n s ,  e m b r o i l  u s  i n  t h e  c o m p l i 

c a t i o n s  o r  w a r s  o f  o t h e r s .  L i k e  f i r e  i n s u r a n c e  w h i c h  y o u  

p a y  o n  y o u r  h o u s e  y e a r  a f t e r  y e a r ,  t h e  e x p e n d i t u r e  i s  

j n e v e r  r e g r e t t e d  i f  t h e  f i r e  f a i l s  t o  m a t e r i a l i z e . 1 , 3 3

H a v i n g  a c h i e v e d  t h e  L e g i o n ’ s  p r o g r a m  o f  p r e p a r e d n e s s ,

i t  w o u l d  n o t  b e  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t o  s e e k
'i

w a r  w i t h  o t h e r  p e o p l e s .  “ h e  h a v e  n o  h a t e ;  w e  d o  n o t  

c o v e t ;  w e  h a r b o r  n o  d e s i r e  f o r  w o r l d  d o m i n i o n ;  a n d  w e
ij  d o  n o t  s e e k  t o  i m p r e s s  o u r  w i l l  u p o n  o t h e r s . "  B u t  i f  w a r

| d o e s  c o m e ,  t h e  p r e p a r e d n e s s  p r o g r a m  a s  p r o p o s e d  f o r  t h e
j

| |  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  b y  t h e  L e g i o n ,  i t  w i l l  b e  p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h i s  

j !  c o u n t r y  t o  k e e p  t h e  f i g h t i n g  f r o m  i t s  s h o r e s  a n d  t h u s  

| |  p r o t e c t  i t s  f a m i l i e s  a n d  h o m e s .  T h e  c o s t  i n  h u r r i e d ,
IIi :  d e s p e r a t e  p r e p a r a t i o n s  a n d  i n  h u m a n  l i f e  w i l l  b e  l e s s
i j
| j  a n d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w o u l d  s t a n d  a  b e t t e r  c h a n c e  o f
i

i |  c o m i n g  o u t  v i c t o r i o u s .

|  T h e r e  i s  m u c h  t o  b e  s a i d  i n  f a v o r  o f  s u c h  a  p r o g r a m .

j j  T h e  L e g i o n  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  i t  i s  d e f i n i t e l y  k n o w n  f r o m
!
l |  t w o  w o r l d  w a r s  i n  t h i s  g e n e r a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  d i c t a t o r s  o f
I!
j j  p o l i c e  s t a t e s  t o o k  l i b e r t i e s  i n  f l a u n t i n g  t h e  w i s h e s  o f  

j  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  e i t h e r  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  n o t  

S  f i g h t ,  o r  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  g e t  a w a y  w i t h  t h e i r  l o o t  b e f o r e
I
i _ _ — .  . . . . .  .   _ — — — - —

!|! 33. Annual Reports, 1936, pp. 251-253.
i i .  ■   ■ ■ i ii
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t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  c o u l d  g e t  r e a d y  t o  f i g h t .  G e r m a n y  i n  

t w o  w a r s  g a m b l e d  t h a t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w o u l d  n o t  f i g h t  

a n d  J a p a n  t r i e d  i t  o n c e .  T h e  L e g i o n  i s  a p p r e h e n s i v e  r e -  

j  g a r d i n g  t h e  p u r p o s e s  a n d  i n t e n t i o n s  o f  S o v i e t  R u s s i a  a s  

w e l l  a s  t h e  t e n d e n c y  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t o  g e t  b a c k  t o  

j p e a c e f u l  w a y s .  I t  i s  w e l l  k n o w n  t h a t  t h e  d i c t a t o r  o f  a n y  

1 p o l i c e  s t a t e  w i l l  p r e s s  f o r  e v e r y  a d v a n t a g e .  T h e  s t r u g g l e
i j

f o r  p r e p a r e d n e s s  s t i l l  g o e s  o n  i n  C o n g r e s s ,  a n d  t o  t h e  

e x t e n t  t h a t  i t  i s  d e l a y e d ,  t h e  L e g i o n  i s  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  

i j  R u s s i a  w i l l  t a k e  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  c h a n c e s  w i t h  t h e  p e a c e . ^

: |  S u c h  a  p r o g r a m  o f  p r e p a r e d n e s s  w o u l d  b e  t h e  b e s t!]
i i  “ i n s u r a n c e  p o l i c y  f o r  p e a c e 1 1  f o r  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,

3 5
i j  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  L e g i o n .  I t  h a s n ’ t  b e e n  t r i e d  i n  t h e
H
!;  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  t h e  c o u n t r y  h a s  g o n e  

:i  i n t o  e v e r y  w a r  u n p r e p a r e d  a s  t h e  r e c o r d  s h o w s .  A  p r e -  

jj p a r e d  A m e r i c a  “ m e a n s  a n  A m e r i c a  w h o s e  p e a c e  w i l l  r e m a i n  

I i n v i o l a t e . 1 1  ^  I n  a c c e p t i n g  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  n a t i o n a l  c o m m a n -  

1  d e r  i n  1 9 4 6  a t  S a n  F r a n c i s c o ,  P a u l  G r i f f i t h  s t a t e d :  “ A
j

! s o l d i e r  k n o w s  f r o m  h a r d  e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  t h e  p r i c e  o f
i j

' p e a c e  i s  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  d e f e n d  o n e s e l f  a g a i n s t  a g g r e s s -!j
j j  o r s - —  w e  n e e d  n o t  f e a r  o u r  r e a l  f r i e n d s .  T h e  c o n s t a n t

i i
; l  p l e a  f o r  g i v i n g  t h i s  p l a n  a  t r i a l  h a s  b e e n  g o i n g  o n  f o r
j

l !  3 4 .  T h e  R a t i o n a l  L e g i o n n a i r e ,  A u g u s t ,  1 9 4 6 ,  p .  7 .
i i

! 3 5 .  T h e  R a t i o n a l  L e g i o n n a i r e ,  M a y ,  1 9 4 5 ,  p .  9 .

j; 3 6 .  Annual  R e p o r t s , 1 9 4 5 ,  p .  9 2 .
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o v e r  2 5  y e a r s .  R e  h a v e  g o n e  t h e  w a y  o f  u n p r e p a r e d n e s s  a n d  

h a v e  b e e n  i n v o l v e d  i n  w a r s ,  s o m e  o f  w h i c h  w e  m i g h t  h a v e  

a v o i d e d . “ ^

S u c h  a  p l a n  r u n s  i n t o  o p p o s i t i o n  f r o m  t h e  p a c i f i s t  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  o f  w h i c h  t h e r e  a r e  a b o u t  6 0  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  

I S t a t e s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  L e g i o n  e s t i m a t e s .  T h e s e  p a c i f i s t s *

I p r o g r a m s  a r e  a n a l y z e d  b y  t h o s e  w h o  f a v o r  a  r e a s o n a b l e
ii
i p r e p a r e d n e s s  f o r  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  A s  t h e  L e g i o n  s e e s
j !

|  t h e s e  p r o g r a m s ,  t h e  p a c i f i s t s  h a v e  e v o l v e d  a  p h i l o s o p h y
j j

i j  o f  p e a c e  w h i c h  l a y s  g r e a t  s t r e s s  o n  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  f a c t o r s .

I:  T h e y  w o u l d  b u i l d  a  s e n t i m e n t  f o r  p e a c e  i n  t h e  m i n d s  o f  a l l .
' i

; !  T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  m u s t  s t o p  l e a d i n g  t h e  n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  

w o r l d  i n  r e a r m i n g  f o r  t h i s  i s  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  v a r i -

j  o u s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p a c t s  o u t l a w i n g  w a r .  I n s t e a d  o f  t r a i n -
j i

I i n g  y o u t h  f o r  w a r ,  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  s h o u l d  b e  e d u c a t i n g  

; ;  t h e  n e w e r  g e n e r a t i o n  t o  t h o u g h t s  o f  p e a c e  a n d  w a y s  o f  

. u t i l i z i n g  a n d  i m p r o v i n g  u p o n  t h e  v a r i o u s  m e t h o d s  o f  p a c i -  

; £ i c  a d j u d i c a t i o n  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  w o r k e d  o u t  a m o n g  t h e  

! n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  w o r l d .  . S v e r y  s i n c e r e  l o v e r  o f  p e a c e  

j !  s h o u l d  d e m a n d  “ t h e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  o f  

; y o u t h  a n d  s h o u l d  d e n y  t h e  r i g h t  o f  g o v e r n m e n t s  t o  i m p o s e
i;

j c o n s c r i p t i o n . “  T h e  L e g i o n  r e c o g n i z e s  t w o  m a i n  g r o u p s  o f  

j j  p a c i f i s t s .  T h e  f i r s t  g r o u p ,  t h e  “ m r s c h i e v i o u s  o n e s ,  c o n -  

s i s t s  o f  t h e  p a t h o l o g i c a l  p a c i f i s t s 1 1  w h o  h a v e  d i s t o r t e d

'' 37 • The N a t i o n a l  L e g i o n n a i r e , O c t o b e r ,  1 9 4 6 ,  p .  3 .
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the truth about preparedness and established in the minds 

of the citizens of the United States a sense of security 

that is as dangerous as i t  Is fa lse . The second group
i
| consists of people who are as loyal and sincere as legion-
I
! naires for peace. They are groping for the goal of per-
ii
J  manent peace also* But they have become deluded with 

I the idea that world peace can be obtained by disarming
38

| this nation while the rest of the world prepared for war, 

j  The Legion* s battle against unilateral disarmament

| has been considered in Chapter I I I ,  I t  objected to dis-

! armament of the United States whether for purposes of
;!
| economy or as a claimed means to bring about world peace 

; or as an example which i t  was hoped other nations would 

I follow. aWorld peace and world disarmament attained by 

international agreement are one thing, and the precipi-
'* rzQ
i tous and voluntary disarmament of a nation is another.11 

In the interest of universal peace the Legion reluctantly
ji

agreed to parity with G-reat Britain and Japan. They be

lieved the fric tion  between nations would be removed and 

i that a curb would be placed on foreign aggrandizement.

■ But experience showed that neither of these beliefs was 

i justified . World peace was never menaced more than then,

38. Scribner* s Magazine, Vol. 90, August, 1931, 
pp. 174-175; Annual Re por t s , 1938, p. 310.

|! 3 9 .  A n nu al  R e p o r t s , 1 9 3 1 ,  p p .  £ '77 -278 .
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with Japan marching into Manchuria. The stabilization of 

naval strength through equality failed to insure peace.

The United States had fallen into an inferior position 

and "our words (were) not given that consideration which 

they would receive were we well a i m e d . T h e  experience
j

j  of England was cited as an example. England became paci-
i
| f is t ic a l ly  inclined to a pronounced degree. Her national

| defense program broke down. Pacifist organizations
i

! brought about this program. In 1938 Britain was fran ti
ll

j cally preparing i ts  defenses, for i t  had no armaments to
i
{back up i ts  commitments. 11 The situation in England, plus 

j j  the sentiment in America, . . . afforded the aggressor
i!
|nations the opportunity they apparently were waiting for.

! I t  will not do to have only this nation pacifistically  

organized with all the other nations of the world be111-
ij
jgerently co n s ti tu ted .A n d  here is made the distinction
i
| be tween the positions of the Legion and that of the paci-
I,i
| f i s t s ;  liTo the ardent pacifist, peace is a ll that counts — 

ijbut to the legionnaire, peace with honor is more desir- 

j able . 11 ̂

|l The Legion points out another difference. The paci-
ij
I f i s t  would take the chance of having the United States 

| go along unprepared, as was done m the Mexican War, the

j !  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

j  40. Annual Reports, 1932, p. 310.\ — __ —- ^

! 4 1 .  A nnual  R e p o r t s ,  1 9 3 8 ,  pp .  3 3 1 - 3 3 2 .
I i n i . i
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Civil War, the Spanish-American War and now two world wars, 

and the United States won them all* Through preparedness,
i

the Legion would prevent wars or lessen their duration

a n d  l e s s e n  t h e  ! l t r a g i c  c o s t ' 1  b y  p a y i n g  f o r  p e a c e  o n  a

current basis. "This (cost) should be the la s t  element

of a nation* a organization to be influenced by economic 
.40

j conditions* ,!The cost of maintenance of peace is in-
I

s i g n i f i c a n t  c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e  c o s t  o f  w a r .  N o  n a t i o n  c a n ,
4 3i a l o n e ,  m a i n t a i n  t h e  p e a c e .  * *  T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  r e a c h e d

[
| such na point of unpreparedness, which no doubt hastened,

4 4i f  i t  d i d  n o t  c a u s e ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  w a r  ( W o r l d  W a r  I I ) .
i

j S u c h  a  p r o g r a m  d o e s  n o t  e n v i s a g e  c o n q u e s t  o r  a g g r e s s i o n ,

| |  f o r  t h e  l e g i o n n a i r e s  n b e l i e v e  i n  a n  A m e r i c a ,  p e a c e - l o v i n g

II a n d  i n t e n t  o n  p e a c e  b u t  s t r o n g  e n o u g h  t o  i n s u r e  a n d  e n -
j;

i  f o r c e  t h a t  p e a c e .  W e  k n o w  t h a t  t h e  p i t i a b l y  s m a l l  a r m y
j !

1 i n  e x i s t e n c e  a t  t h e  s t a r t  o f  e v e r y  w a r  h a s  n e v e r  k e p t  u s  

i o u t  o f  w a r . 1 ' 4 ^  O n  a n d  o n  t h e  s t a t e m e n t s  r u n  w i t h  t h e  

j g o a l  o f  p e a c e  t o  b e  a c h i e v e d  b y  p r e p a r e d n e s s ,  o f  w h i c h  

t h o s e  j u s t  q u o t e d  a r e  e x a m p l e s .

' A s  t o  s i g n i n g  a g r e e m e n t s  r e d u c i n g  a r m a m e n t s ,  s e t t i n g

; u p  t r i b u n a l s  t o  s e t t l e  d i f f e r e n c e s  p e a c e f u l l y ,  t h e r e  i s  

n o t  m u c h  e v i d e n c e  i n  t h e i r  s u p p o r t .  F o r ,  i n s t e a d  o f
!|I!

i A n n u a l  R e p o r t s ,  1 9 3 3 ,  p .  5 9 .

I 4 3 .  T h e  N a t i o n a l  L e g i o n n a i r e ,  O c t o b e r ,  1 9 4 4 ,  p .  2 .
i
;| 4 4 .  Annual  R e p o r t s , 1 9 4 4 ,  p .  9 8 .
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p r e v e n t i n g  w a r s ,  t h e y  h a v e  c h a n g e d  t h e  m e t h o d s  o f  s t a r t i n g  

w a r s .  W h e n  J a p a n  d e c i d e d  t o  m a k e  M a n c h u r i a  a  J a p a n e s e  

p r o v i n c e  i t  i s s u e d  n o  d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  w a r  o n  C h i n a .  X t  

m a r c h e d  i n  a n d  t o o k  w h a t  i t  w a n t e d . ’ * ^  L a t e r  t h e  c h a n g e d  

a t t i t u d e  a n d  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  L e g i o n  o n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o 

o p e r a t i o n  w i l l  h e  s h o w n .

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  T r a d e ,  D e b t s  a n d  L o a n s  

T h e  L e g i o n  h a s  b e e n  s l o w  t o  t a k e  a n  a c t i v e  i n t e r e s t  

i n  t h e  t r a d e  p o l i c i e s  o f  t h i s  n a t i o n .  I n  i t s  f i r s t  d e c a d e  

o f  o p e r a t i o n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w a s  e n j o y i n g  t h e  h i g h e s t  

p r o s p e r i t y  i n  i t s  h i s t o r y ,  s o  t h e r e  d i d  n o t  s e e m  t o  b e  a  

p a r t i c u l a r  n e e d  f o r  s u c h  i n t e r e s t .  T h e r e  w e r e  t w o  t a r i f f  

m e a s u r e s  p a s s e d  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d - - t h e  F o r d n e y - M c C u m b e r  

T a r i f f  o f  1 9 2 2  a n d  t h e  S m o o t - H a w l e y  T a r i f f  o f  1 9 3 0 .  T h e  

L e g i o n  t o o k  n o  o f f i c i a l  i n t e r e s t  o r  n o t i c e  o f  e i t h e r ,  f o r  

p o l i t i c a l  m a t t e r s  a r e  f o r b i d d e n  b ^  i t s  c o n s t i t u t i o n .

W h i l e  r e q u i r i n g  t h a t  e v e r y  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

p e r f o r m  h i s  f u l l  d u t y  a s  a  c i t i z e n  a c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  o w n  

c o n s c i e n c e  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  t h e  1 1  o r g a n i z a t i o n  s h a l l  b e  

a b s o l u t e l y  n o n - p a r t i s a n  a n d  s h a l l  n o t  b e  u s e d  f o r  t h e  

d i s s e m i n a t i o n  o f  p a r t i s a n  p r i n c i p l e s  o r  f o r  t h e  p r o m o 

t i o n  o f  t h e  c a n d i d a c y  o f  a n y  p e r s o n  s e e k i n g  p u b l i c  o f f i c e

4 5 .  A n n u a l  R e p o r t s ,  1 9 3 3 ,  p .  5 8 .

4 6 .  T h e  N a t i o n a l  L e g i o n n a i r e ,  M a r c h ,  1 9 3 5 ,  p .  7 .
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or preferment. 11 ̂  The great depression however, with 

veterans selling apples and engaging in the honus march 

on Washington, interest quickened for something to he 

done. This interest was directed to the payment of a 

honus and that will not he considered here, since i t  is
i
| peculiarly a domestic policy.

| Because the Legion has concentrated most of i t s

efforts on getting a national defense and preparedness
I:
program into operation, i t  has seen problems of inter- 

jnational trade largely through defense-minded eyes as is

1 to he witnessed from this statement; "The actual cause of
il
ja il wars has heen, and always will he, trade conquest, so
,1'!
we must he prepared for any emergency that may arise from 

;| within or without.! l I t  had said earlier 11 that Americans

I and American interests should receive the same protection
!
i  in foreign countries as is given hy other f i r s t  class 

.powers, and believed that a sufficient number of the Navy1 s
i
!ships should be used in the foreign service in order to 

j safeguard a ll  our interests abroad.1,49 Again in 1932 the 

[Legion called for the President and Congress to build up 

| the United States Navy to treaty strength in order to safe-
II
| guard 11 our overseas possessions and our rich foreign

47. National Constitution and By-Laws, Article II_, 
Section 2; The Outlook, Vol. 122, May 21, 1919, pp. 104-

| 105*
j 48. Annual Reports, 1928, pp. 286-287.

* 49. Annual Re ports, 1926, p. 222.
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trade.11 The Navy was inadequate in ships and personnel to 

protect the vast commercial, industrial and financial 

interests of the nation abroad and to maintain such impor

tant national policies as the Monroe Doctrine and that of 

the Open Door and the integrity of China.^

The position of the United States in the commerce of 

| the world had completely changed since the period before 

| World War X. The United States had passed out of the

||ninfant industry11 stage of i ts  economic development. I t
j i
'! was no longer a predominantly agricultural nation, depen-
I
| dent upon the outside world for capital and for manufac- 

|tured products. Between 1900 and 1930 the total foreign
, i

j trade of the United States--the sum of i ts  exports and

I imp or ts —more than doubled. The importance of foreignj|
| trade to the nation could be measured in a number of ways. 

International trade is naturally conducive to peace; great 

| cultural advantages flow from i t .  About 10 per cent of 

the national production must be exported if  many indus- 

] tries are to operate profitably, and for some of the agri

cu ltu ra l crops, such as cotton and wheat, the foreign

! trade is of v ita l importance. On the other hand, many
i
[essential foreign products are imported, without which the

!| United States could not continue the operation of i ts
i j  .  5 " i
!| highly complex modern l i fe .
!|
ii _____

| 5 0 .  Annual  Re p o r t s , 1 9 3 2 ,  pp.  3 0 9 - 3 1 0 .
! 5 1 .  Annual  Re p o r t s ,  1 9 3 2 ,  p .  3 2 3 .
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B y  1 9 3 3  t i i e r e  w a s  r e c o g n i t i o n  b y  t h e  L e g i o n  t h a t  " a t

j n o  t i m e  i n  i t s  h i s t o r y  h a d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  g o v e r n m e n t
t
j a n d  h e r  p e o p l e  b e e n  c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  p r o b l e m s  i n v o l v i n g  

f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s  w h i c h  w e r e  m o r e  c o m p l i c a t e d  a n d  w i d e s p r e a d *

j m o r e  w i t h o u t  p r e c e d e n t  a n d  m o r e  v i t a l  t o  o u r  n a t i o n a l
i

p e a c e  a n d  p r o s p e r i t y  t h a n  i n  t h i s  p r e s e n t  w o r l d *  W h a t
j
i t o o k  p l a c e  a t  t h e  L o n d o n  E c o n o m i c  C o n f e r e n c e  •  •  •  w i t h o u t  

!j a n y  r e s u l t  b u t  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  o f  p o w e r f u l  n a t i o n a l i s m *  w a s

| a n  o u t s t a n d i n g  e x a m p l e  o f  s o m e  o f  o u r  p r o b l e m s  i n  f o r e i g n
!

I a f f a i r s . 1 1  A s  a  l e a d i n g  w o r l d  p o w e r  a n d  t h e  g r e a t e s t  c r e d i -  

. j  t o r  n a t i o n ,  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a d  m u c h  a t  s t a k e  i n  w o r l d

j a f f a i r s .  I t s  o b l i g a t i o n s  w o u l d  c o n t i n u e  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t
! i.1
II t h i s  c o u n t r y  w o u l d  f o e  i n v o l v e d  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  i n  t h e  a f f a i r s  

I o f  t h e  w o r l d .  I n  s p i t e  o f  t h i s  i n t e n s e  n a t i o n a l i s m ,  i s o l a -
' _ 52! t i o n  w o u l d  b e  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  A n d  y e t
h

t h e  L e g i o n  w a s  s w e p t  a l o n g ,  a n d  i t  w e n t  a l o n g  w i l l i n g l y  w i t h
1
.'! t h e  n e u t r a l i t y  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  1 9 3 5 ,  a n d  i t  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  

I f B u y  A m e r i c a n ' 1  m o v e m e n t . 5 3  I t  a l s o  e n c o u r a g e d  t h e  a c c e p -  

!■ t a n c e  o f  S e c r e t a r y  H u l l ’ s  r e c i p r o c a l  t r a d e  a g r e e m e n t  p r o -  

i g r a m  f o r  u n b l o c k i n g  t h e  c h a n n e l s  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a d e .

P l a i n l y ,  t h e  L e g i o n ,  a l o n g  w i t h  m a n y  o t h e r s ,  w a s  c o n f u s e d .

! j  T h e  L e g i o n ’ s  f i r s t  o f f i c i a l  s t a t e m e n t s  m a d e  c o n c e r n -
i j

! i n g  t h e  r e c i p r o c a l  t r a d e  a g r e e m e n t s  c a m e  w h e n  t h e  D e p a r t -

; |       — -
■! 52. Annual Hep or t s , 1933, p. 408.

53. Annual Reports, 1933, p. 64.
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m e n t  o f  S t a t e  w a s  n e g o t i a t i n g  a  t r a d e  t r e a t y  w i t h  C a n a d a *

| I t  w e n t  o n  r e c o r d  i n  i t s  S t ,  L o u i s  c o n v e n t i o n  i n  1 9 3 5  

|  “ a s  b e i n g  h e a r t i l y  i n  a c c o r d  w i t h  a n y  a n d  a l l  m e a s u r e s

j t a k e n  t o  r e m o v e  a l l  h a r r i e r s ,  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  u n n a t u r a l
I
|  e c o n o m i c  f o r c e s ,  f o r e i g n  c o n t r o l  a n d / o r  o w n e r s h i p  o f
t
j t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s y s t e m s  w h i c h  a r e  o r  m a y  h e  d e t r i m e n t a l  

|  t o  t h e  b e s t  w e l f a r e  o f  t h e  s t a t e s  o f  t h e  U n i o n , ”  a n d  w e n t
I
| |  o n  t o  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  t h e  B r i t i s h  t a r i f f  p r e f e r e n t i a l s
i

a n d  C a n a d i a n  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  s u b s i d i e s  w h i c h  w o r k  a g a i n s t

' j  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  o f  A m e r i c a n  p o r t s  a n d  s h i p p i n g *  T h e
!|
;!  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  w a s  a s k e d  t o  t a k e  s t e p s  t o  h a v e  t h e s e

I u n f a i r  t r a d e  p r a c t i c e s  e l i m i n a t e d  i n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  r e c i p r o -
: i  5 4

j  c a l  t r e a t y  t h a t  w a s  b e i n g  n e g o t i a t e d .  A n d  i t  s u m m e d  u p  

: i t s  p o l i c i e s  i n  t h e  m a n n e r  q u o t e d  a s  f o l l o w s :

i j  T o  b e  g o o d  n e i g h b o r s  a n d  g o o d  f r i e n d s  w i t h  a l l ,  t o
I I c o n d u c t  o u r  f o r e i g n  t r a d e  f r e e l y  a n d  l a w f u l l y ,  t h e s e  s u m  
j;  u p  o u r  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y * 5 5
ii

I T h i s  v e t e r a n s 1  g r o u p  s a w  i n  t h e s e  m e a s u r e s  o f  t a r i f f
j|

I p r e f e r e n t i a l s ,  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  s u b s i d i e s ,  r e s t r i c t i o n s  a n d  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  o w n e r s h i p  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s y s t e m s  a s  

>i e n d a n g e r i n g  t h e  m e r c h a n t  m a r i n e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w h i c h  

: i s  a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  I t s  p r e p a r e d n e s s  f o r  c a r r y i n g  o n  

; |  f o r e i g n  t r a d e  a n d  t o  b e  r e a d y  f o r  u s e  a l s o  i n  t i m e  o f  w a r .  

i i  T h e s e  p e a c e  t i m e  a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e  t o  b e  k e p t  I n  o p e r a t i o n

54* IThe National Legionnaire, October, 1935, pp. 
j 1 and 8.

] ^ke N a t i o n a l  L e g i o n n a i r e , J a n u a r y ,  1 9 3 7 ,  p .  4 .
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|  f o r  e a s y  c o n v e r s i o n  t o  w a r  t i m e  s e r v i c e *  A l l  t h e  a c t i v i -
I
i

j t i e s  I n  f o r e i g n  t r a d e  w e r e  d e s i g n e d  t o  g i v e  t h e  U n i t e d  

J  S t a t e s  e c o n o m i c  s t r e n g t h  a n d  p r o s p e r i t y  i n  p e a c e  t i m e  a n d

i m i l i t a r y  a d v a n t a g e s  i n  c a s e  o f  w a r *  T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

l |  h a s  t h e s e  o b l i g a t i o n s  t o  I t s  p e o p l e  I n  o r d e r  t o  s a f e -

I g u a r d  t h e  e c o n o m y  a t  h o m e  a n d  f r o m  p o s s i b l e  e n e m i e s  a b r o a d *
ii
i j  D u r i n g  a n y  w a r  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n t e r e s t s  a r e  i n c r e a s e d

b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  n e e d  f o r  s t r a t e g i c  m a t e r i a l s .  I n  W o r l d  

W a r  I I  t h e  L e g i o n  w a s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  c e m e n t i n g  b e t t e r  r e l a -
!|

: t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  w e s t e r n  h e m i s p h e r e  f o r  o b -
I
j t a i n i n g  t h e s e  s t r a t e g i c  m a t e r i a l s .  W h e n  s o m e  o f  t h e  s h a r p

I p r a c t i c e s  o f  c a r t e l s  w e r e  e x p o s e d ,  t h e  L e g i o n  c a l l e d  o n

i C o n g r e s s  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e m  w h e n  I t  c o u l d  b e  d o n e  " w i t h o u t

; I n j u r y  t o  o u r  l e g i t i m a t e  f o r e i g n  b u s i n e s s . " 5 ^  L o o k i n g  t o

j t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  w a r  w h e n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a d e  w o u l d  a g a i n

: b e  o n  a  p e a c e - t i m e  b a s i s  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  a s k e d  t o  f u r -

j t h e r  " i n t e r n a t i o n a l  g o o d  w i l l ”  b y  e n c o u r a g i n g  a n d  a d v a n -

■ c i n g  a t  h o m e  a n d  a b r o a d  t h e  f o r e i g n  t r a d e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d

S t a t e s  1 1  a n d  t o  d i s c o u r a g e  a n y  u n f a i r  t r a d e  p r a c t i c e s  b y
5 7

II c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s . "
i

I A n o t h e r  i t e m  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  L e g i o n  w a s  t h e  l o a n s

1 t o  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s ,  b o t h  p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e .  I t  c a l l e d  

a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  p u r p o s e s  t o  w h i c h  t h e s e  l o a n s  w e r e  b e i n g

| 5 6 .  T h e  N a t i o n a l  L e g i o n n a i r e ,  O c t o b e r ,  1 9 4 4 ,  p .  2 .
[
i 57* P r o c e e d i n g s , 1 9 4 5 ,  p* 8 5 .
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u s e d .  N o t i n g  t h a t  t h e  p r i v a t e  l o a n s  t o  f o r m e r  a l l i e s  o f  

W o r l d  W a r  I  h a d  r e a c h e d  t h e  s t a g g e r i n g  f i g u r e  o f  

$ 1 2 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 ,  a n d  t h a t  n o  s m a l l  p a r t  o f  t h i s  l o a n  w a s  

u s e d  t o  b u i l d  u p  f o r e i g n  n a v i e s  a n d  s h i p p i n g  i n t e r e s t s ,  

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w a s  a c t u a l l y  f i n a n c i n g  i t s  o w n  c o m p e t i -  

j  t o r s .  L l o y d 1 s  S t e a m s h i p  L i n e s  a n d  t h e  C u n a r d  L i n e  h a d  

I e a c h  f l o a t e d  a  l o a n  o f  $ 2 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 . ^  A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  s u s p e n d i n g  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

] o f  s h i p s  f o r  i t s  o w n  f l e e t .  W h a t  s e n s ©  d i d  s u c h  m a n i p u l a ^  

i j t i o n s  m a k e  a n y w a y ?  T o  t h e  L e g i o n ,  N o n e  I  ( I n  C h a p t e r  I I I  

j w e  h a v e  s e e n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  m a d e  t o  g e t  t h e  f l e e t  b u i l t  u p  

t o  t r e a t y  s t r e n g t h ) ,

! O n e  o f  t h e  p o l i c i e s  o f  g r e a t e s t  i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e

| U n i t e d  S t a t e s  r e v o l v e d  a r o u n d  w a r  d e b t s  a n d  r e p a r a t i o n s .
i!

i O n  J u n e  7 ,  1 9 2 9 ,  a  c o m m i t t e e  o f  f i n a n c i a l  e x p e r t s  u n d e r

| t h e  c h a i r m a n s h i p  o f  O w e n  D .  Y o u n g  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  R e  p a r -]

i a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n  a n d  t o  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t s  c o n c e r n e d  a  p l a n
1

i f  o r  t h e  n c o m p l e t e  a n d  f i n a l  s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  r e p a r a t i o n  

|  p r o b l e m . T h e  p l a n  e m b o d i e d  t h e  a n n u a l  a n d  t o t a l  d e b t  

. p a y m e n t s  o f  t h e  a l l i e s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t o  b e  p a i d
!  i

: t o  t h i s  c o u n t r y  i n  a  p e r i o d  o f  6 2  y e a r s  w h i l e  G e r m a n  

| r e p a r a t i o n s  p a y m e n t s  w e r e  a l i o t e d  f o r  a  5 9 — y e a r  p e r i o d ,  

j A l t h o u g h  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  g o v e r n m e n t  r e f u s e d  t o  r e c o g -

■ n i z e  a n y  m o r a l  o r  l e g a l  c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  r e p a r a t i o n s  a n d
!

! 5 8 .  A n n u a l  Re p o r t s , 1 9 2 8 ,  p p .  2 8 6 - 2 8 7 .
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w a r  d e b t s ,  t h e  Y o u n g  P l a n  w a s  b a s e d  u p o n  a  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f *  

t h e  f i n a n c i a l  c o n n e c t i o n  o f  t h e  t w o  f o r m s  o f  o b l i g a t i o n s .  

T h e  ’ ’ w a r  d e b t s ’ *  b e c a m e  a  p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e ;  t h e  p r i v a t e  

I d e b t s  d i d  n o t .  T h e  ’ ’ w a r  d e b t s ”  f a n n e d  p o p u l a r  h a t r e d  o n  

b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  A t l a n t i c ;  l i k e  C a l v i n  C o o l i d g e ,  t h e  

a v e r a g e  A m e r i c a n  s a w  o n l y  t h e  d o l l a r  s i g n  a n d  s h r u g g e d  h i s  

’ s h o u l d e r s  o v e r  t h e  d i f f i c u l t  p r o b l e m  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p a y -  

|  m e n t s .  T h e  a v e r a g e  E u r o p e a n ,  b u r d e n e d  w i t h  t a x e s  a n d  a n  

s i n f l a t e d  c u r r e n c y ,  g r u m b l e d  a b o u t  " U n c l e  S h y l o c k . ”

A s  t h e  g r e a t  d e p r e s s i o n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  g e t  w o r s e ,  P r e s i -
;|
! | d e n t  H o o v e r  o n  J u n e  2 0 ,  1 9 3 1 ,  p r o p o s e d  t o  t h e  w o r l d  a  o n e -  

y e a r  m o r a t o r i u m  o n  a l l  i n t e r - g o v e r n m e n t  d e b t s .  T h i s  p r o 

p o s a l  w a s  b r o u g h t  f o r t h  b y  r e a s o n  o f  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  c r i s i s  

i i n  G e r m a n y  a n d  t h e  f e a r  t h a t  a  G e r m a n  c o l l a p s e  w o u l d  h a v e

I v e r y  s e r i o u s  e f f e c t s  o n  a l l  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  o f  t h e  w o r l d .,!

:j  I t  w a s  e x p e c t e d  t h a t  t h e  p r o p o s a l  w o u l d  h a v e  h a d  b o t h  a n

! i m m e d i a t e  e f f e c t  o n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s i t u a t i o n  a n d  a  p s y c h o l o g -
j

i c a l  e f f e c t  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  r e c o v e r y  f r o m  t h e  g e n e r a l  d e -
1

p r e s s i o n .  A f t e r  m e e t i n g  s o m e  o b j e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  F r e n c h
: j

| G o v e r n m e n t ,  t h e  p r o p o s a l  w a s  m a d e  e f f e c t i v e  a n d  a c c e p t e d

I b y  2 8  n a t i o n s .  T h e  n a t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  L e g i o n  a t
i
' D e t r o i t  i n  S e p t e m b e r ,  1 9 3 1 ,  a d o p t e d  a  r e s o l u t i o n  c o m -  

j  m e n d i n g  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  f o r  h i s  a c t i o n  i n  s u g g e s t i n g  t h e  

m o r a t o r i u m  a n d  u r g e d  t h a t  C o n g r e s s  c o n f i r m  i t  w i t h  t h e  

|  l e a s t  p o s s i b l e  d e l a y .  I n  D e c e m b e r ,  1 9 3 1 ,  a n  a c t  w a s  

: l p a s s e d  b y  C o n g r e s s  a u t h o r i z i n g  t h e  p o s t p o n e m e n t  o f  d e b t
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p a y m e n t s  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  B o t h  t h e  H o u s e  a n d  S e n a t e ,  

h o w e v e r ,  i n d i c a t e d  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  f u r t h e r  p o s t p o n e m e n t s . ^  

O n  D e c e m b e r  2 3 ,  1 9 3 1 ,  t h e  Y o u n g  P l a n  A d v i s o r y  C o m 

m i t t e e  i s s u e d  a  r e p o r t  o n  i t s  m e e t i n g  a t  B a s l e ,  e r n p h a -  

j  s i z i n g  t h a t  r e p a r a t i o n s  a n d  w a r  d e b t s  m u s t  b e  p r o m p t l y  

| a d j u s t e d  i f  a  d i s a s t e r  i n  G e r m a n y  w a s  t o  b e  a v o i d e d .  

P r e m i e r  L a v a l  o f  F r a n c e  s u g g e s t e d  a  t e m p o r a r y  e x t e n s i o n  

o f  t h e  m o r a t o r i u m  b u t  t h i s  w a s  u n a c c e p t a b l e  t o  G e r m a n y .  

C h a n c e l l o r  B r u n i n g  o f  G e r m a n y ,  r e l y i n g  o n  t h e  B a s l e  r e p o r t
i
|  o f  t h e  Y o u n g  P l a n  C o m m i t t e e  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  i t  w a s  i m p o s s i b l e
r

j f o r  G e r m a n y  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  p a y  r e p a r a t i o n s .  A  E u r o p e a n  

; c o n f e r e n c e  w a s  h e l d  a t  L a u s s a n e  i n  1 9 3 2  w h i c h  f i n a l l y  d i s -  

| |  p o s e d  o f  r e p a r a t i o n s .  B u t  H i t l e r  t o o k  o v e r  i n  G e r m a n y  i n
I
i 1 9 3 3 ,  a n d  t h a t  s t o r y  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r y  h e r e .
i j

| T h e  L e g i o n  a l s o  t o o k  n o t i c e  o f  t h e  p a r t  p l a y e d  b y  t h e
i!

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  b a n k i n g .  ' T h e  m o s t  i m p o r -
|
* t a n t  e c o n o m i c  c h a n g e  o f  t h e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  w a s  t h e  s h i f t  o f  

t h e  w o r l d ’ s  c e n t e r  o f  f i n a n c i a l  p o w e r  f r o m  t h e  o l d  w o r l d  

I t o  t h e  n e w .  T h r o u g h o u t  i t s  h i s t o r y  t o  A o r l d  f a r  1  t h e
’i
i |  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w a s  a  d e b t o r  n a t i o n ,  d e p e n d e n t  o n  t h e  o l d  

[    — -  ■ :
i i  5 9 .  4 7  U .  S .  S t a t u t e s  a t  L a r g e ,  p p .  3 - 4 ;  C o n g r e s s -
:j i o n a l  R e c o r d ,  7 2 n d  C o n g r e s s ,  1 s t  S e s s i o n ,  V o l .  7 5 ,  P a r t  l ,  
i |  D e c .  8 ,  1 9 3 1 ,  p p .  2 2 — 2 3 ;  D e c *  9 ,  1 9 3 1 ,  p p .  2 3 6 — 2 5 8 ;
|  D e c e m b e r  1 0 ,  1 9 3 1 ,  p .  2 7 6 ;  p .  2 9 7 ;  p p .  3 3 2 - 3 3 4 ;  D e c .  1 1 ,  

1 9 3 1 .  n o .  3 7 9 - 3 8 0 ;  3 6 6 - 4 0 2 ;  4 0 5 - 4 1 2 ;  D e c .  1 4 ,  p .  4 5 7 ;  4 8 5 ;  
D e c .  1 5 ,  1 9 3 1 ,  p p !  5 2 3 - 5 4 0 ;  D e c .  1 6 ,  1 9 5 1 ,  p p .  6 0 3 - 6 0 7 .
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w o r l d  f o r  t h e  c a p i t a l  w i t h ,  w h i c h  t o  d e v e l o p  i t s  g r o w i n g  

i n d u s t r i e s #  X n  1 9 1 4 ,  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w a s  i n d e b t e d  t o  

i f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y

| $ 5 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  a n d  A m e r i c a n  i n v e s t m e n t s  a b r o a d  w e r e  o n l y
i j
J i a b o u t  h a l f  t h a t  a m o u n t .  L e s s  t h a n  a  d o z e n  f o r e i g n  g o v e r n -
!

j m e n t  a n d  m u n i c i p a l  o b l i g a t i o n s  w e r e  l i s t e d  o n  t h e  H e w  Y o r k  

' S t o c k  E x c h a n g e .  ^
I
I A f t e r  t h e  o u t b r e a k  o f  W o r l d  W a r  X  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  w a s

s h a r p l y  r e v e r s e d .  B e t w e e n  A u g u s t ,  1 9 1 4 ,  a n d  N o v e m b e r ,

1 9 2 0 ,  e v e r y  o n e  o f  t h e  l e a d i n g  g o v e r n m e n t s  o f  E u r o p e  b e 

c a m e  h e a v i l y  i n d e b t e d  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  T h e  l o a n s  o f
'[

|  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  g o v e r n m e n t  a l o n e  a m o u n t e d  t o  m o r e  t h a n  

!<ii>10,000,000,000 i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  l a r g e  p r i v a t e  l o a n s  i s s u e d
i
j b y  A m e r i c a n  b a n k e r s .  A f t e r  t h e  w a r  t h e  s t r e a m  o f  A m e r i c a n  

J i n v e s t m e n t  l o a n s  t o  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s  c o n t i n u e d  i n  i n c r e a s -
I
l i n g  a m o u n t s  u n t i l  1 9 3 0  w h e n  t h e  g r o s s  a m o u n t  o f  A m e r i c a n  

[ i n v e s t m e n t s  o f  a l l  k i n d s  i n  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s  r e a c h e d  t h e  

h u g e  t o t a l  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  ^ 1 5 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  

j I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  l a r g e  f o r e i g n  i n v e s t m e n t s ,  A m e r i c a n

i b a n k s  b e c a m e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  d e p o s i t o r i e s  f o r  f o r e i g n e r s  a n d
|

l i t h e  N e w  Y o r k  S t o c k  M a r k e t  a n d  t h e  N e w  Y o r k  M o n e y  M a r k e t
;!

j b e c a m e  i n  a  v e r y  r e a l  s e n s e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m a r k e t s ,  e x e r —
i i
| c i s i n g  a  p r o f o u n d  i n f l u e n c e  o n  m o n e y  a n d  s t o c k  p r i c e s

! | t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w o r l d .  T h e  f i n a n c i a l  i n i l u e n c e  o f  t h e
■I
j j  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ,_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  . .

6Ch A n nu al  R e p o r t s , 1 9 3 2 ,  p .  3 2 7 .
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I
United States had become so great that the chairman of one 

of the ”big five” banks of England declared that the 

!ldollar standard1* rather than the 11 gold standard” was the 

basis of the currency of Europe.^1

But as far as the debts owed to the United States, the 

j Legion, following the example of both political parties in 

| their convention platforms, passed a resolution in i t s  con-
I
|vention stating that i t  was “unalterably opposed to the 

icancellation of any debts (owed to) the United States by
!l A p
Isforeign governments.”  ̂ In future conventions i t  contin-
l!
lued passing resolutions approving the governments efforts 

Ijto collect these debts ”without further extension or re-
i
duction,” and in 1936 the Legion advocated the refusal of 

jfuture loans to nations which had defaulted on their debts.
j
This became a part of the neutrality legislation of that

4 S3 period.

The la s t  recognition made of the debt problem by the 

'Legion was in its  New York convention of 1937 when i t
I
,|resolved “that the United States government be required
'j
| to demand from any and all foreign nations payments in
l
|currency or in products or materials not produced in the 

^United States or i ts  possessions to the United States

61* Annual Reports, 1932, p. 327.

Annual Reports, 1935, p. 405.
!
| 6 3 * N a t i o n a l  L e g i o n n a i r e , O c t o b e r ,  1 9 5 0 ,  p .  8;
lOctober, 1 9 3 6 ,  p .  2 ; A nnual  Re p o r t s , 1 9 3 6 ,  p .  2 3 3 .
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g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  a n y  a n d  a l l  l o a n s  a n d  i n t e r e s t  f o r  W o r l d  

( £ )  a d v a n c e s  f o r  w h i c h  t h e y  m a y  b e  i n d e b t e d  t o  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  g o v e r n m e n t , T h e  c o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  L e g i o n  

r e p o r t i n g  a n d  r e c o m m e n d i n g  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s t a t e d  t h a t  

i t  h a d  c o n f e r r e d  w i t h  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  a n d  

a d d e d  s o m e w h a t  r u e f u l l y  t h a t  i t  h a d  n o t h i n g  e l s e  t o  s u g -  

j  g e s t ,  f o r  t h e  ’ *  c r e d i t  o r  c a n n o t  c o l l e c t  u n l e s s  t h e  d e b t o r
I n64| p a y s . H
|
j j  W e  h a v e  a J L r e a d y  s e e n  t h a t  t h e  l e n d - l e a s e  p r o g r a m  w a s

| e n t e r e d  i n t o  s t r i c t l y  a s  a  d e f e n s e  m e a s u r e .  I t  w a s  f e l t ,  

h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  t h i s  p r o g r a m  s h o u l d  b e  c o n t i n u e d  a f t e r  t h e
j i

w a r  H f o r  s u c h  p e r i o d  a n d  t o  s u c h  e x t e n t  t h a t  ( w o u l d  b e )
!  ̂c

j t n e c e s s a r y  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  f r u i t s  o f  v i c t o r y .

A s  t o  t h e  f u t u r e  l o a n  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,

II t h e  L e g i o n  s u p p o r t e d  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  B y r n e s  i n  h i s  

l j  d e c l a r a t i o n  t h a t  l o a n s  w o u l d  b e  m a d e  t o  h e l p  r e s t o r e
| j
i | b u s i n e s s ,  i n d u s t r y  a n d  t r a d e  t o  a  w a r - t o r n  w o r l d ,  b u t  n o t  

|  t o  a p p e a s e  u n f r i e n d l y  g o v e r n m e n t s .  I t  s h o u l d  b e  t h e  p u r 

p o s e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  L e g i o n ,  t o  u s e  

j A m e r i c a n  c r e d i t  t o  h e l p  r e s t o r e  p e a c e  a n d  p r o s p e r i t y ,  b u t
■l

1  n e v e r  t o  u s e  i t  t o  h e l p  e s t a b l i s h  u n - A m e r i c a n  i d e o l o g i e s  

! a n y w h e r e .  N a t i o n s  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  a p p l y i n g  f o r  l o a n s  o r  

r e l i e f  g i f t s  m u s t  h a v e  s h o w n  b y  p e r f o r m a n c e  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  

j !  a  d e s i r e  t o  , ( w o r k  f o r  p e a c e ,  f r i e n d s h i p ,  w o r l d  t r a d e  a n d

6 4 .  A n n u a l  R e  p o r  t s ,  1 9 3 8 ,  p .  3 3 0 .
  1

6 5 * The N a t i o n a l  L e g i o n n a i r e , O c t o b e r ,  1 9 4 4 ,  p .  2 .
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world freedom,,f according to the Legion*

The difference between the Russian and American ideas 

and practices in foreign trade can be seen shaping up in 

these requirements. The Legion saw in the gradual termin- 

! ation of UNRRA a cessation of uAmerican generosity to help 

|i unfriendly countries . The Legion even petitioned the 

|j government to exert i ts  influence by every possible means 

j to insure a fa ir  and impartial tr ia l  for General Draja 

j Mihailovich who was being tried by Marshall Tito1 s Yugo-

| slavian government on the charge of collaboration with
iii
|| the Nazis* This intervention into the Chetnik leader1 s

|j t r ia l  was based on the fact that he was declared per-
.1
sonally responsible for saving the lives of 600 American

l airmen who were forced down over his territory during the
jj
ij war, and also because the Communist government of Marshall
I!
|! Tito was charged with planning to stage a t r ia l  with the
ji
; conviction of the former Chetnik leader predetermined.11

I The United States government was asked by the Legion to

| withhold a ll financial aid, UNRRA supplies and other
II 67 jj assistance from the Tito government*

j When i t  was proposed by the United States to loan

! Great Britain $4,000,000,000, the Legion looked upon i t  

as being a tough problem for Congress and the people of

j

j 66. Tiae National Legionnaire, November, 1946, p. 6.
Ili 67 • 'me National Legionnaire, October, 1946, p. 4.
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this country, where the arguments on one side are easy to 

understand and on the other less simple* I t  was easy for 

opponents of the loan to say that the United States was 

already in debt too much, that Britain did not pay her 

I debts from the f i r s t  World War, that nobody else paid the 

United States except Finland, and that a loan is just a 

| g if t  of the United States taxpayer* s money. I t  would be 

| more involved for the advocates of the loan to show how 

i  the money should be lent to sustain British trade and 

: thereby help world trade and American prosperity or to 

| demonstrate that without this loan the whole world com-

' mercial structure would likely crack up. The Legion re-
i
! cognized that Americans were not fully  informed about the 

i functioning of international finance. Many Americans 

would feel that the United States would not get much In
!S
j return from lend-lease and that this country was tryingjj

I to do too much for the other nations of the world. While
Ji
i the Legion recognized the issues involved domestically 

j and internationally, i t  took no action on the British

I n 68i loan.
(

ji Later we shall see that the Legion policy of loans

S granted by the United States to foreign nations should
j i

I f i t  into the program of containing Russian aggression

iI

' 6 8 • i'he R a t i o n a l  Legionnaire, May 2 0 ,  1 9 4 6 ,  p .  9;
! A n nu al  Re par t s , 1 9 4 6 ,  p .  3 1 1 .
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a n d  s t o p p i n g  t h e  f u r t h e r  s p r e a d  o f  C o m m u n i s m .

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o - o p e r a t i o n  

I n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  f i r s t  g r e a t  a t t e m p t  t o  g e t  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  t o  c o - o p e r a t e  w i t h  o t h e r  n a t i o n s  i n  p e a c e f u l  c h a n g e  —  

t h e  L e a g u e  o f  N a t i o n s - - t h e  L e g i o n  t o o k  n o  s t a n d  " b e c a u s e  o f
i

t h e  b i c k e r i n g  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e n a t e  o v e r  t h e  L e a g u e
i

w a s  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  a  p o l i t i c a l  q u e s t i o n  a n d  t h e  o r g a n i z a 

t i o n  w a s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  t a k e  n o  a c t i o n  o n  p o l i t i c a l  q u e s t i o n s .  

j H o w e v e r ,  i t  c a n n o t  b e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  L e g i o n  w a s  d e v o i d  o f  

j I n t e r e s t  a n d  a c t i o n  o n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m a t t e r s *  N e  h a v e
I
j i s e e n  h o w  t h e  r e g u l a r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  L e g i o n ,  P I D A C ,
i:
j j  a t  t e m p  t e d  i n s o f a r  a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  m e e t  t h e  p r o b l e m s  b e -  

t v / e e n  n a t i o n s  b y  d i r e c t  d i p l o m a c y .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  L e g i o n
i

s e t  u p  a  p e r m a n e n t  f o r e i g n  r e l a t i o n s  c o m m i s s i o n  i n  1 9 2 4  

. “ i n  o r d e r  t o  b r o a d e n  t h e  s c o p e  o f  .  .  •  a c t i v i t y  i n  c o n 

n e c t i o n  w d t h  f o r e i g n  n a t i o n s . T h i s  c o m m i s s i o n  r e p r e 

s e n t e d  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  i t s  w o r k  a s  a  m e m b e r  o f  P I D A C ,

i j a n d  a l s o  w a s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a n y  o t h e r  f o r e i g n  r e l a t i o n s
I I  6 9^ q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  m i g h t  b e  r e f e r r e d  t o  i t .  A l s o ,  t h e r e  w a s  

j : a  w o r l d  p e a c e  c o m m i t t e e  f o r m e d  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  c o n s i d -  

j i e r i n g  a l l  t h e  f a c t o r s  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s i t u a t i o n s  a n d  

j ! c o n s u l t  w i t h  o t h e r  p e a c e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  r e p o r t  l !  t h eih
! | m o s t  p r a c t i c a l  p l a n  w h e r e b y  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  a n d  t h e  p o w e r  o f

6 9 .  A nnual  Re p o r t s  , 1 9 2 4 ,  0 .  5 5 .
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|  t h e  L e g i o n  ( c o u l d )  b e  m o s t  e f f e c t i v e l y  u t i l i z e d  f o r  s e -  

I c u r i n g  p e r m a n e n t  w o r l d  p e a c e . 1 *  I t  w a s  d e c i d e d  t o  c o 

o p e r a t e  w i t h  t h e  f o r e i g n  r e l a t i o n s  c o m m i s s i o n  a n d  F I D A C ,  

t o  l i s t  a n d  a n a l y z e  t h e  p r o j e c t s  o f  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  

w o r k i n g  f o r  p e a c e ,  t a k e  c o u n s e l  o f  m e n  s k i l l e d  i n  w o r l d  

a f f a i r s  a n d  t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  a s  t o  

j  a n y  s u g g e s t e d  p l a n  o f  a c t i o n .  T h i s  c o m m i t t e e  o f  t e n  h a d  

j s u b - c o m m i t t e e s  o n  t h e  L e a g u e  o f  N a t i o n s ,  t h e  B o k  P e a c e  

j P l a n  a n d  o n e  o n  a r o u s i n g  L e g i o n  a n d  p u b l i c  I n t e r e s t  o n  

I a n y  a c t i o n s  w h i c h  m i g h t  b e  t a k e n .  T h e  c o m m i t t e e  c o r r e s -

| p o n d e d  w i t h  w o r l d  l e a d e r s  a t  h o m e  a n d  a b r o a d  o n  i m p o r t a n t
I 7 0l q u e s t i o n s  o f  t h e  d a y .

C o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  o p i n i o n  i n  t h e  U n i t e d

S t a t e s  a n d  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m s  f a c i n g  t h e  w o r l d ,  t h i s  w a s  aj1
j i

i j g o o d  s t a r t  f o r  a  n e w  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  T h e  L e g i o n  m a i n t a i n e d  

| t h a t  i t  h a d  a  s i n c e r e  d e s i r e  t o  s t u d y  t h e  p r o b l e m s  f a c i n g

j  t h e  n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  a n d  t o  o f f e r  t e n t a t i v e  s o l u t i o n s
!
j j  t o  t h e m .  A  s t u d y  p r o g r a m  w a s  i n a u g u r a t e d  a n d  e v e r y  p o s t
i|
j l g a v e  o n e  m e e t i n g  e a c h  y e a r  t o  t h e  s t u d y  o f  s o m e  p h a s e  o f
;!:!

| i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a f f a i r s .  A n d  t h i s  d e s i r e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  

I i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a f f a i r s  w a s  f u r t h e r  e v i d e n c e d  b y  t h e  L e g i o n * s  

' r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  b e c o m e  a  m e m b e r  o f  

t h e  P e r m a n e n t  C o u r t  o f  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  J u s t i c e  I n  1 9 2 5  

! b e f o r e  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e n a t e  a d o p t e d  a  r e s o l u t i o n  o n

Annual Reports, 1925, p. 62.
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January 26, 1926, for the adhesion on the part of the

United States subject to the Swanson reservations which

were made a part and condition of the resolution adopted
7"lby the Senate.  ̂ The member nations of the Court found 

no real d ifficulty  in any of these except the f if th ,  which 

stipulated that no advisory opinions should be given with- 

| out the consent of the United States on any question in 

j j  which the United States had or claimed an interest. The 

jother nations were not sure whether the United States 

| merely wished equality with a ll other members of the
j
Court or whether she sought a special privilege. They 

|suggested a compromise based on the idea of equality.
i i
| The matter rested there for two years.

j |  On February 19, 1929, however, the United States,

! in a note to the various member nations of the Court,
1
jj expressed a desire for the further exchange of views 

j j  which had been suggested by the member nations of the 

Court in 1926. The Council of the League of NationsI
j promptly asked a special committee of ju ris ts , which 

j  included Elihu Hoot, to consider the matter in connec

tion with amendments to the statute. The committee drew 

lup a new agreement, based on Mr. Root* s formula, which 

i seemed to the committee to adjust the situation by setting
i

I 71. Hearings, House Committee on Foreign Affairs,
! January 21, 27, 31, 1925, on h. Kes. 426, 68th. Congress.,
12nd. Session; Re ports, 1926, p. 64.
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!

f o r t h  a  p r o c e d u r e  f o r  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  r e 

s e r v a t i o n s  w h i c h  i t  w a s  t h o u g h t  w o u l d  e l i m i n a t e  u n c e r 

t a i n t i e s  a n d  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g s .  T h e  c o m m i t t e e ! s  r e p o r t  

w a s  u n a n i m o u s l y  a c c e p t e d  b y  a  c o n f e r e n c e  o f  m e m b e r  n a t i o n s  

i n  S e p t e m b e r ,  1 9 2 9 ,  a n d  w a s  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  C o u n c i l  a n d  

A s s e m b l y  o f  t h e  L e a g u e  o f  N a t i o n s .

T h e  r e p o r t  w a s  p u t  i n t o  t r e a t y  f o r m  a n d  w a s  s i g n e d  b y  

5 3  n a t i o n s .  T o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  t w o  C o u r t  t r e a t i e s ,  

o r  p r o t o c o l s ,  t h i s  t r e a t y  w a s  s i g n e d  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  b y  i n s t r u c t i o n s  o f  P r e s i d e n t  H o o v e r  o n
i

j D e c e m b e r  9 ,  1 9 2 9 .  T h e  t h r e e  t r e a t i e s  w e r e ,  t h e  p r o t o c o l  

o f  s i g n a t u r e  c o v e r i n g  t h e  S t a t u t e  o f  t h e  C o u r t ,  d a t e d  

j D e c e m b e r  1 6 ,  1 9 2 0 ,  t h e  P r o t o c o l  f o r  t h e  R e v i s i o n  o f  t h e  

S t a t u t e ,  d a t e d  D e c e m b e r  1 6 ,  1 9 2 0 ,  t h e  P r o t o c o l  f o r  t h e
; i
^ R e v i s i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t u t e ,  d a t e d  S e p t e m b e r  1 4 ,  1 9 2 9 ,  a n d
, i
! t h e  p r o t o c o l  o f  A m e r i c a n  a c c e s s i o n ,  d a t e d  S e p t e m b e r  1 4 ,

i

' | l 9 2 9  •

P r e s i d e n t  H o o v e r ,  o n  D e c e m b e r  1 0 ,  1 9 3 0 ,  l a i d  t h e s e  

: t h r e e  p r o t o c o l s  b e f o r e  t h e  S e n a t e  f o r  t h e i r  a d v i c e  a n d  

jj  c o n s e n t  t o  r a t i f i c a t i o n .  O n  D e c e m b e r  1 0 ,  1 9 3 1 ,  t h e  S e n a t e  

j j C o m m i t t e e  o n  F o r e i g n  R e l a t i o n s  d e c i d e d  t o  p o s t p o n e  c o n s i d -
!i
| |  e r a t i o n  u n t i l  p e n d i n g  u r g e n t  d o m e s t i c  l e g i s l a t i o n  w a s
I 7P
j  d i s p o s e d  o f •i
■; T h e  L e g i o n  s u p p o r t e d  a l l  t h e s e  a t t e m p t s  t o  h a v e  t h e

72. Annual Reports, 1932, p. 320.



www.manaraa.com

353

j U n i t e d  S t a t e s  b e c o m e  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  C o u r t  o n  t h e  b a s i s

I o f  s t a t e m e n t s  f r o m  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  a n d  t h e  P r e s i 

d e n t  t h a t  A m e r i c a n  i n t e r e s t s  w e r e  f u l l y  s a f e g u a r d e d *  X n  

f a c t ,  t h e  L e g i o n  t o o k  g r e a t  p r i d e  i n  c a l l i n g  t o  t h e  a t t e n -
j

|  t i o n  o f  i t s  m e m b e r s  t h a t  i t s  * * p o l i c y  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r  w a s  i n

j a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  e v e r y  p r e s i d e n t  f o r  t h i r t y  y e a r s . 1 '  S t a t e -
i
|  m e n t s  o f  p r e s i d e n t s  f r o m  M c K i n l e y  t h r o u g h  a n d  i n c l u d i n g  

; P r e s i d e n t  H o o v e r  w e r e  g i v e n  a s  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h i s  c l a i m . 7 3
j
II ™ j.j N o t  o n l y  d i d  t h e  L e g i o n  s u p p o r t  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  e n t r a n c e

j  t o  t h e  W o r l d  C o u r t ,  i t  a l s o  g a v e  f a v o r a b l e  p u b l i c i t y  a n d  

j r e p o r t s  o f  o h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  C o u r t .  T h e  C o u r t  h a d  

r e n d e r e d ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  1 6  j u d g m e n t s  a n d  1 8  a d v i s o r y

o p i n i o n s  a n d  w a s  g r o w i n g  i n  u s e f u l n e s s  i n  1 1  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t
l j  ( ( 7 41 o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  d i s p u t e s . "
j

|  E v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  L e g i o n  r e f r a i n e d  f r o m  a n y  a c t i o n  o n

! t h e  L e a g u e  o f  N a t i o n s ,  i t  g a v e  f a v o r a b l e  r e p o r t s  o n  i t s  

j a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  a p p r o v e d  t h e  l i m i t e d  c o - o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e

iU n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s *  s i g n a t u r e  t o'!j
j t h e  t r e a t y  c u r b i n g  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  d a n g e r o u s  d r u g s ,

'j t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S u g a r  A c c o r d .  T h e  L e g i o n  s p o k e  f a v o r -
‘i

a b l y  o f  t h e  L e a g u e *  s  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  C h i n a  i n  r e o r g a n i z i n g  

| i t s  f i n a n c e s ,  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  a n d  

j o f  t h e  s y s t e m  o f  E u r o p e a n  f e d e r a t i o n  s p o n s o r e d  bv B r i a n d

j

! |  7 3 .  A n n u a l  R e p o r t s ,  1 9 3 0 ,  p p .  2 6 5 ;  2 7 2 - 2 7 3 .

i *74. Annual Re ports, 1931, p. 277.
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75and Stresemann.

When the Senate hesitated to take up the question of 

ra tif ica tion  of the World Court protocol, the Legion o ff i

cials wondered if  they should approve President Hoover*s

j action in recommending ratification, but finally  decided 
l! 76l| to take no action. The only other fom of co-operation

| of note was the Kellogg-Briand Peace Pact outlawing war as
i j

I a national policy. The Legion endorsed this treaty, but

!warned uthat the approval of this treaty does not in any
i 77
ilway guarantee peace.** (The question of disarmament for
|

|attaining world peace has been considered in Chapter IV).

|| There is no question but vhat the wrangling in the

jjunited States Senate over the League of Nations had a
ii
:| profound effect on the Legion as i t  has on a ll peace-
|i
l|loving organizations and peoples. This, plus a lack of

j!effective leadership from the President probably had much

: to do with the Legion passing this resolution:

That they are opposed to the adherence of the United 
! States to the 'World Court on any terms, and also that 
they are unalterably opposed to the United States joining 

i the League of Nations in any form, both being entangling 
||alliances of the worst sort, against which George lash- 
jlington, whose two-hundredth birthday we honor this year.
Iso strongly advised the nation in his farewell address.
ij
!i  ̂   -   -

l |  75. annual Reports, 1931, pp« 278-297.

* Annual Reports, 1930, p. 265*
i ,

j j  77. Scribner1 s Magazine, Vol. 90, august, 1931,
jp. 181; Annual Reports, 1929, pp. 229; 245-246.

j 78. annual Reports, 1933, p. 405.
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T h i s  w a s  d o n e  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  b o t h  p o l i t i c a l  

p a r t i e s  h a d  p l a c e d  f a v o r a b l e  p l a n k s  i n  t h e i r  c o n v e n t i o n  

p l a t f o r m s  a p p r o v i n g  e n t r a n c e  i n t o  t h e  W o r l d  C o u r t  i n  a c c o r 

d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  R o o t  f o r m u l a .

T h u s  t h e  l a r g e s t  o f  t h e  v e t e r a n s 1  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w e n t  

| f r o m  i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m  t o  i s o l a t i o n i s m .  B u t  t h e r e  w a s  n o  

|  t u r n i n g  b a c k  o r  c h a n g e  o f  h e a r t .  I n  1 9 3 3  a t  i t s  C h i c a g o
l
i c o n v e n t i o n  t h e  L e g i o n  r e a f f i r m e d  i t s  P o r t l a n d  s t a n d
i
j s t a t i n g  t h a t  i t  o p p o s e d  * * e n t r y  •  .  •  i n t o  t h e  L e a g u e  o f

N a t i o n s  o r  .  .  .  a d h e r e n c e  t o  t h e  W o r l d  C o u r t ,  e i t h e r

i  w i t h  o r  w i t h o u t  r e s e r v a t i o n s .

I t  w a s  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l i s m  a n d  i s o l a -

| t i o n i s m  o f  W i l l i a m  R a n d o l p h  H e a r s t  a n d  h i s  n e w s p a p e r s

w e r e  a c c e p t e d  a n d  f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  L e g i o n .  O n e  o f  t h e

, j  f a m i l i a r  s i g h t s  o n  c i t y  s t r e e t s  w a s  H e a r s t  t r u c k s  o c c u -

! p i e d  b y  M m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  L e g i o n 1 1  c o l l e c t i n g  s i g n a t u r e s  t o

p e t i t i o n s  a g a i n s t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  L e a g u e  o f  N a t i o n s

a n d  t h e  W o r l d  C o u r t .  I n  a  r a d i o  b r o a d c a s t ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l

C o m m a n d e r ,  E d w a r d  i i .  H a y e s ,  p u b l i c l y  e x p r e s s e d  h i s  g r a t i -
8 0t u d e  t o  M r .  H e a r s t  f o r  h i s  h e l p  a g a i n s t  t h e  L e a g u e .

I n  1 9 3 6  t h e  L e g i o n  a g a i n  w e n t  o n  r e c o r d  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  

t o  n t h e  e n t r y  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n t o  t h e  L e a g u e  o f

! 7 9 .  a n n u a l  R e o o r t s ,  1 9 3 3 ,  p .  5 8 .

8 0 .  H e n r y  G o d d a r d  L e a c h ,  ^ P a t r i o t i s m  b e f o r e  P r o f i t s , 1 *  
i n  T h e  F o r u m  a n d  C e n t u r y ,  V o l .  9 1 ,  J u n e ,  1 9 3 4 ,  p .  3 2 2 .
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Nations•” The organization had placed i ts  fa ith  the 

year before in the neutrality legislation for keeping the 

United States out of war* Ihe world peace and foreign 

relations committee of the Legion were s t i l l  in operation 

doing what they could for peace through programs on the 

post and state levels throughout the country. The pro

grams were designed to build "a wholesome devotion to 

v/orld peace*’ by combatting ’’propaganda and internationalji
hate.

| In this period since its  organization the Legion had

! run into d ifficu lties with peace organizations over i ts
il
jjnational defense program and its  goal of 1924 of studying 

and co-operating with other peace organizations had dis- 

| appeared. But in 1937 the organization recognized that 

•jit had not been as effective in the United States as i t

!could have been in the cause of world peace. For the
1
!! second time i t  was decided to try co-operating with other
I
|peace organizations. The Legion’s co-operation would be 

if or one sole purpose and end—a year’s program to con-
J
! vince America that ”a world war is not inevitable.”
.i
jThrough radio programs, meetings, essays and speeches, 

the Legion would attempt ” to l i f t  the American people
I
! up out of that fatalism that a world war must be nearly

i |

i  81. The National Legionnaire, October, 1936, p« 2.

82. The National Legionnaire, May, 1936, pp. 1 and
4.

: i
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' Q
| u p o n  u s * 1 1  I n  r e v i e w i n g  i t s  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  L u d l o w  

A m e n d m e n t  a n d  t h e  W o r l d  C o u r t *  b o t h ,  o f '  w h i c h  p e a c e  s o c i 

e t i e s  s u p p o r t e d ,  t h e  L e g i o n  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e i r  " o w n  r o a d  

t o  p e a c e  ( h a d )  b e e n  m o s t l y  i m a g i n a r y ,  t h o u g h  i d e a l i s t i c .  

T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  s e v e r a l  a p p a r e n t l y  n e c e s s a r y  d e t o u r s . " 8 4

I n  1 9 3 8  t h e  L e g i o n  r e a f f i r m e d  i t s  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  

e n t r a n c e  i n t o  t h e  L e a g u e  o f  N a t i o n s , 8 5  a n d  t h e  i s o l a 

t i o n i s t  p o l i c y  c o n t i n u e d  u n t i l  t h e  B o s t o n  c o n v e n t i o n  o f  

1 9 4 0  w h e n  t h e r e  w a s  a  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  o t h e r  d i r e c t i o n .

T h a t  r e v e r s a l  w a s  c o n t i n u e d  f u r t h e r  a t  M i l w a u k e e  i n  1 9 4 1  

I t h r o u g h  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n s  t o  r e p e a l  t h e  n e u t r a l i t y  l e g i s l a -

! t i o n  a n d  m a k i n g  i t  p o s s i b l e  t o  s e n d  l e n d - l e a s e  a i d  t o
I
| R u s s i a .  A f t e r  t h e  a t t a c k  o n  P e a r l  H a r b o r  b y  t h e  J a p a n e s e ,

| i t  w a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  c o - o p e r a t i n g  w i t h  o t h e r  n a t i o n s  t o  

d e f e a t  t h e  A x i s  p a r t n e r s .
|
|  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  w a r  b r o k e  o u t  t h e  L e g i o n  w i t h

s e v e n  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  —  t h e  N a t i o n a l  G r a n g e ,  A m e r i c a ni
!|

F e d e r a t i o n  o f  L a b o r ,  N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  M a n u f a c t u r e r s ,
i

B e n e v o l e n t  a n d  P r o t e c t i v e  O r d e r  o f  B l k s ,  K n i g h t s  o f  C o l u m -  

i b u s ,  B 1  n a i  B ’ r i t h  a n d  t h e  G r a n d  L o d g e  o f  M a s o n s  o f  N e w
i

i Y o r k - - b e g a n  a  c o m b i n e d  s t u d y  o f  a  p o s t - w a r  p r o g r a m  t o  

' e n d .  " t h e  o h i l o s o p h y  o f  I s o l a t i o n i s m "  a n d  e m b r a c e  a  " w o r l d
I
j  i  i  1 - 1 "  * - - - - - -  - - - - - -  ^  '

I 8 3 -  A n n u a l  R e p o r t s ,  1 9 3 7 ,  p .  3 6 4 .
8 4 .  A n n u a l  R e  p o r t s ,  1 9 3 8 ,  p .  2 6 4 .

8 5 .  A n n u a l  R e  p o r t s ,  1 9 3 8 ,  p .  2 6 4 .
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a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  n a t i o n s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a n d  m a i n t a i n  o r d e r 1 1  

|  u n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  S u c h  a  p r o 

g r a m  s h o u l d  c o v e r  ‘ ‘ e c o n o m i c ,  s o c i a l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  p r o -  

|  b l e m s , “  a n d  s u c h  a  s t u d y  “ s h o u l d  b e  p r e d i c a t e d  f i r s t  

|  u p o n  a n  a l l - o u t  e f f o r t  t o  w i n  t h e  w a r ,  a n d  u p o n  t h e  f u r 

t h e r  a l l - o u t  e f f o r t  t o  w i n  a n d  h o l d  p e a c e  a f t e r  t h e  w a r . 1 *  

W h a t  W o r l d  W a r  X  p r o v e d  a n d  w h a t  W o r l d  W a r  I X  r e - e m p h a -  

; s i z e d  s e e m e d  t o  p o i n t  t o  a  P a x  A m e r i c a n a  a s  i s  t o  b e  n o -
i!
|  t i c e d  f r o m  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  m a d e ,  q u o t e d  a s  f o l l o w s :
i

! W h e t h e r  w e  l i k e  i t  o r  n o t ,  we a r e  a  p a r t  o f  t h e
I e n t i r e  w o r l d ;  t h a t  a s  a  n a t i o n  w e  c a n n o t  e s c a p e  r e p e r -  
i c u s s i o n s  f r o m  m i g h t y  s o c i a l ,  e c o n o m i c  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  
; u p h e a v a l s  i n  a n y  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  w o r l d ;  t h a t  i s o l a t i o n i s m  
I i s  d e a d ;  t h a t  n o w  i s  t h e  t i m e  t o  c o n d i t i o n  t h e  p u b l i c  
,  m i n d  f o r  f u l l  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h i s  i n e x o r a b l e  f a c t ;  t h a t  

h o w e v e r  c o m p l e t e  t h e  m i l i t a r y  v i c t o r y  m a y  b e ,  w e  c a n n o t  
| |  w i n  t h e  p e a c e ,  w e  c a n n o t  p r o v i d e  a s s u r a n c e  t o  o u r  p e o p l e  

a g a i n s t  p e r i o d i c  r e p e t i t i o n  o f  o u r  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  w o r l d  
c a t a s t r o p h e s ,  u n l e s s  w e  a s  a  m a j o r  n a t i o n  r e c o g n i z e  a n d  
a s s u m e  o u r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a n d  t a k e  o u r  p o s i t i o n  o f  

l e a d e r s h i p  i n  o r g a n i z i n g  t h e  w o r l d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a n d  
j !  m a i n t a i n  o r d e r ;  t h a t  t h e r e  c a n  b e  n o  a s s u r a n c e  o r  p e r -  

j m a n e n t  n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y  e x c e p t  t h r o u g h  w o r l d  s e c u r i t y .

| A t  i t s  c o n v e n t i o n  i n  S t .  L o u i s  i n  1 9 4 2 ,  t h e  L e g i o n
i .

1 w e n t  o n  r e c o r d  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  “ a f t e r  w i n n i n g  a  t o t a l  

j v i c t o r y  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  s h o u l d  m a k e  s u r e  o f '  a  t o t a l  

j p e a c e  b y  t a k i n g  t h e  l e a d  i n  s o m e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a s s o c i a -  

: t i o n  o f  n a t i o n s . " 8 7  N o t h i n g  w a s  s a i d  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  h o w -  

|  e v e r ,  a s  t o  w h a t  t h i s  “ a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  n a t i o n s 1 1  s h o u l d  b e .

! 8 6 .  T h e  N a t i o n a l  L e g i o n n a i r e ,  M a y ,  1 9 4 2 ,  p .  8 .-------------------------------a----------------

I; 8 7 .  S c h o l a s t i c ,  V o l .  4 1 ,  October 5 ,  1 9 4 2 ,  p .  4 ;
|l A n n u a l  R e  ports , 1 9 4 2 ,  p .  2 6 3 .

I  ■
! ii
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B u t  e a r l y  i n  1943 t h e r e  w a s  a  d e f i n i t e  i d e a  o f  w h a t  t h e  

a s s o c i a t i o n  s h o u l d  n o t  b e .  T h e  q u e s t i o n  c a m e  u p  i n  t h e
i

D e l a w a r e  l e g i s l a t u r e  o v e r  t h e  r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  a  p l a n  k n o w n  

i a s  t h e  “ f e d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r l d . u T h i s  h a d  b e e n  a c c e p t e d  

b y  a  f e w  o t h e r  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e s .  T h e  L e g i o n  f l a t l y  

; o p p o s e d  t h e  p l a n  o r  a n y  p l a n  t h a t  w o u l d  c o n s i d e r  t h e  

| l  s u r r e n d e r i n g  o f  “ n a t i o n a l  r i g h t s  b y  a m a l g a m a t i o n  o r  c o n -  

j j  f e d e r a t i o n * *  i n  a n y  s u c h  f e d e r a t i o n .  N o  p l a n  o r  m e r g i n g  

t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w i t h  o t h e r  n a t i o n s  

| w o u l d  b e  a c c e p t a b l e .  T h e  L e g i o n  w o u l d  f a v o r  a n d  s u p p o r t

j |  “ t h e  u t m o s t  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  a n d  c o - o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  m a i n -
:!
; |  t e n a n c e  o f  w o r l d  p e a c e  a n d  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  r i g h t s

j |  o f  n a t i o n s  a n d  p e o p l e ,  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  n a t i o n a l  s o v e r e i g n t y
,!

o f  o u r  c o u n t r y  i s  n o t  i n f r i n g e d  u p o n . "  W h i l e  p o i n t i n g  

! o u t  t h a t  i t  w a s  n o t  i s o l a t i o n i s t ,  t h e  L e g i o n  d i d  “ n o t  

1 b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a  c e n t r a l  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  g o v e r n -  

1m e n t  o r  s u p e r s t a t e  t o  w h i c h  t h e  s u b s c r i b i n g  n a t i o n s  w o u l d
j ;

:! s u r r e n d e r  .  .  .  t h e i r  s o v e r e i g n  p o w e r s  h a v i n g  t o  d o  w i t h

! e x t e r n a l  a f f a i r s . “  A n y  s u c h  f e d e r a t i o n  w o u l d  b e  u s e l e s s  

u n l e s s  i t  h a d  a u t h o r i t y  a n d  t h e  p h y s i c a l  p o w e r s  t o  e n f o r c e
j

| i t s  d e c r e e s ,  a n d  t h e  a r m e d  f o r c e s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

j s h o u l d  b e  u s e d  t o  e n f o r c e  a  d e c r e e  o n l y  b y  a u t h o r i t y  o f
I
! t h e i r  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  “ n o t  b y  t n e  d i c t a t e s  o f  a n y  w o r l d
i , QO
I f e d e r a t i o n . i f
|

i j  8 8 .  The N a t i o n a l  L e g i o n n a i r e , A p r i l ,  1 9 4 3 ,  p .  4 .
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I n  1 9 4 3  t h e r e  w a s  s p e c u l a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  a  s u b s t i t u t e  

L e a g u e  o f  N a t i o n s  w i t h  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p o l i c e  f o r c e .

S i n c e  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n v o l v e d  i n  g e t t i n g  a  

j n e w  L e a g u e  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e n a t e  w i t h  i t s  

t w o - t h i r d s  r u l e  o n  t r e a t i e s ,  t h e r e  m i g h t  b e  a  s e r i e s  o f

; “ a g r e e m e n t s ' 1 w h i c h  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  o n l y  a  m a j o r i t y  v o t e  o f
|
| e a c h  h o u s e  t o  c o m m i t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  T h e r e  w a s  s u g g e s -I

t e d  a s  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  a n o t h e r  L e a g u e  a  s y s t e m  o f  r e -  

! g i o n a l  a g r e e m e n t s .  T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  b ^  v i r t u e  o f  a  b i g  

j A r m y  a n d  N a v y  w o u l d  p o l i c e  t h e  w e s  t e r n  h e m i s p h e r e ,  B r i t a i n
>i
; w o u l d  h a v e  h e r  s p h e r e  t o  c o n t r o l ,  C h i n a ,  I n  t h e  O r i e n t ,  

j a n d  R u s s i a  w o u l d  h a v e  a  l a r g e  s e g m e n t  o f  E u r o p e  a n d  a s i a .
: j

; j T h e  b i g  n a t i o n s  o f  e a c h  s e c t o r  w o u l d  c o n f e r  a n d  c o n s u l t
8 9w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r ,  b u t  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  n o  b i n d i n g  l e a g u e .

! I n  i t s  c o n v e n t i o n  i n  O m a h a  i n  1 9 4 3 ,  t h e  L e g i o n
i
j a p p r o v e d  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  “ i n  t h e
I
i

j e s t a b l i s h m e n t  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  a n  a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  f r e e
' j

i  •

j a n d  s o v e r e i g n  n a t i o n s ,  i m p l e m e n t e d  w i t h  w h a t e v e r  f o r c e 1 1  

w o u l d  b e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  m a i n t a i n  w o r l d  p e a c e  a n d  p r e v e n t  

j t h e  r e c u r r e n c e  o f  w a r .  N o  d e f i n i t e  p l a n  ' w a s  s u g g e s t e d ,  

b u t  t h a t  w a s  l e f t  t o  t i m e  a n d  e v e n t s .  w h e n  t h e  C o n n a l l y  

: j a n d  F u l b r i g h t  r e s o l u t i o n s  w e r e  b e f o r e  t h e  S e n a t e  a n d  

j  H o u s e , ^  c o p i e s  o f  t h i s  a c t i o n  t a k e n  b y  t h e  L e g i o n  w e r e
j !
!i . .     . —  ,■ ,   —- — ■ -—■ - -

j 8 9 *  T h e  N a t i o n a l  L e g i o n n a i r e ,  S e p t e m b e r ,  1 9 4 3 ,  p .  7 .

! 9 0 .  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  R e c o r d ,  7 8 t h  C o n g r e s s ,  1 s t  S e s s i o n ,
j V o l .  8 9 ,  P a r t  6 ,  S e p t e m b e r  g O ,  1 9 4 3 ,  p p .  7 6 5 7 - 7 5 6 0 ;

; j  7 6 7 7 - 7 6 8 2 .
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s e n t  t o  t h e m  a n d  t o  o t h e r  “ a p p r o p r i a t e  S e n a t o r s  a n d  C o n -
, , 9 1

g r e s s m e n .  A t  t h i s  t i m e  t h e  L e g i o n  s t a t e d  s o m e  o f  t h e

r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  m a i n t a i n i n g  p e a c e  —  t h a t  t h e  n a t i o n s  

d o i n g  t h e  f i g h t i n g  m u s t  h e  p r e p a r e d  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  p e a c e ,

|  t h a t  t h e  m i l i t a r y  p o w e r  o f  t h e  e n e m i e s  m u s t  b e  d e s t r o y e d ,

, a n d  t h a t  t h e  h e a t h e n  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  m i g h t  m a k e s  r i g h t  m u s t  

b e  d e s t r o y e d .  T h e  N e w  Y o r k  T i m e s  l o o k e d  u p o n  t h e s e  e n 

d o r s e m e n t s  o f  t h e  L e g i o n  a s  “ f u r t h e r  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  

: t i d e  o f  A m e r i c a n  o p i n i o n  i s  r u n n i n g  s t r o n g l y  a n d  i r r e s i s -

I t i b l y  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  b y  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f
i

j t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  v / o r l d  a f f a i r s  w h i c h
Q2i  f a l l  l o g i c a l l y  t o  a  w o r l d  p o w e r . ' 1

:
■|  W h e n  t h e  D u m b a r t o n  O a k s  C o n f e r e n c e  w a s  c a l l e d  f o r

i :  d r a w i n g  u p  a  t e n t a t i v e  c h a r t e r  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  f o r  a d o p -
j

t i o n  a t  t h e  S a n  F r a n c i s c o  C o n f e r e n c e ,  t h e  L e g i o n  a s k e d  a l l
.i

| p o s t s  t o  l e a d  i n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  o r g a n i z a -  

j  t i o n  “ s o  t h a t  t h e  A m e r i c a n  p e o p l e  m a y  b e  f u l l y  I n f o r m e d  

o n  t h i s  m o m e n t o u s  I s  s u e . 1 1  S i n c e  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  o f  t h e  

L e g i o n  i s  a b o u t  a s  g o o d  a  c r o s s - s e c t i o n  o f  A m e r i c a n  o p i n -
i
; i o n  a s  c a n  b e  f o u n d  I n  a n y  p r e s s u r e  g r o u p ,  s i n c e  i t s
I;
|  m e m b e r s h i p  i s  d r a w n  f r o m  a l l  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ,

I'  a l l  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  w i n g s  a n d  a l l  s o c i a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c

* 9 1 *  T h e  N a t i o n a l  L e g i o n n a i r e ,  S e p t e m b e r ,  1 9 a 3 ,  p .  7 .
j 9 2 .  T h e  N e w  Y o r k  T i m e s ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 4 ,  1 9 4 3 ,  p .  1 ;
Newsweek, V o l .  2 2 ,  O c t o b e r  4 ,  p p .  4 5 - 4 6 ;  T h e  N a t i o n a l .  

j L e K ~ i Q n n a ^ r e  >  O c t o b e r ,  1 9 4 3 ,  p p .  1 - 2 .
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|  s t r a t a  a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  s u p p o r t  o r  o p p o s i t i o n  o f  t h i s  

; o r g a n i z a t i o n  c a n  b e  o f  v i t a l  i m p o r t a n c e .  T h e  L e g i o n  c o n 

s i d e r e d  i t s  I n f l u e n c e  a n d  s u p p o r t  w o u l d  b e  g r e a t  I n  f o r m i n g  

' a  f a v o r a b l e  o p i n i o n  o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  b e  s e t  u p . 9 3  

|  T h e  L e g i o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  c o u l d  n o t  g i v e  a l l  i t s  a t t e n -

! t i o n  t o  t h e  p r o p o s e d  p l a n n i n g  f o r  p e a c e .  T h e  v i c t o r y  

s t i l l  h a d  t o  b e  w o n  a n d  t h e r e  w e r e  s t i l l  a p p e a s e r s  i n  t h e  

I U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  T h e r e  w e r e  t w o  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

w h i c h  t h e  L e g i o n  c o n s i d e r e d  w e r e  o f  t h i s  f e e l i n g - - t h e

; “ P e a c e  N o w "  g r o u p  a n d  t h e  L e a g u e  f o r  R e c o n c i l i a t i o n .  T h e i r
i!
j a c t i v i t i e s ,  t o  t h e  L e g i o n ,  w e r e  I n t e r p r e t e d  a s  c o n s t i t u -  

i j  t i n g  a  “ d i r e c t  a t t a c k  u p o n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  d e f e n s e  a n d  w o u l d  

j i b e  d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y .  “  T h e s e  p e a c e  o r g a n i -  

j l z a t i o n s  a d v o c a t e d  i m m e d i a t e  p e a c e  o n  t e r m s  o t h e r  t h a n  

“ u n c o n d i t i o n a l  s u r r e n d e r . 1 '  T h e  N a t i o n a l  E x e c u t i v e  C o m 

m i t t e e  o f  t h e  L e g i o n  a d o p t e d  a  r e s o l u t i o n  c o n d e m n i n g  a n y  

j g r o u p  w h i c h  a d v o c a t e d  p e a c e  a t  t h a t  t i m e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  

! | “ w e r e  g i v i n g  a i d  a n d  c o m f o r t  t o  o u r  e n e m i e s ,  p r o l o n g i n g

! t h e  w a r  a n d  t h e r e b y  s a c r i f i c i n g  t h e  l i v e s  o f  o u r  s e r v i c e
i! »94i j  p e r s o n n e l .

i T h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  s e c u r i t y  c o n f e r e n c e  a t
i
i S a n  F r a n c i s c o  b e c a m e  t h e  “ f o r e m o s t  o b j e c u i v e  o f  t h e
;i
j j L e g i o n . "  T o  I n s u r e  t h i s  s u c c e s s  A m e r i c a n s  w e r e  d i s c o u r -
j
: j  _ _ _ _ _
1  9 3 .  S c h o l a s t i c ,  V o l .  4 5 ,  O c t o b e r  9 ,  1 9 4 3 ,  p .  9 ;
; j  T h e  N a t i o n a l  L e g i o n n a i r e ,  N o v e m b e r ,  1 9 4 4 ,  p .  3 .
1  9 4 .  A n n u a l  R e p o r t s ,  1 9 4 4 ,  p p .  9 8 - 1 0 0 .
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a g e d  f r o m  m a k i n g  ' ’ d i s p a r a g i n g  r e m a r k s  a b o u t  o u r  f o r m e r  

a l l i e s , '  b u t  s h o u l d  m e e t  t h e m  f a i r l y  a n d  f i r m l y .  T h e  

L e g i o n  w a r n e d  a g a i n s t  b l u s t e r  a n d  a p p e a s e m e n t  a s  t h e  t w o  

t h i n g s  w h i c h  m o s t o f t e n  ‘ ' c r e a t e  t r o u b l e  b e t w e e n  n a t i o n s . , M  

S u c h  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  p r o p o s e d  t o  k e e p  t h e  p e a c e  c o u l d  

|  s u c c e e d  o n l y  ’ ’ t h r o u g h  t h e  u t t e r  g o o d  f a i t h  o f  i t s  m e m b e r s

I t o  e n d  w a r .

j j  W h e n  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  o p e n e d  a t  S a n  F r a n c i s c o  o n  A p r i l

j 2 5 ,  1 9 4 5 ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  E d w a r d  R .  S t e t t e n i u s ,  J r . ,

| |  a s  s i g n e d  o n e  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  L e g i o n  a s  c o n s u l t a n t  t o  t h e  

j u n i t e d  S t a t e s  d e l e g a t i o n . 9 6  i i f t e r  t h e  d e l i b e r a t i o n s  a t
i
! S a n  F r a n c i s c o  w e r e  c o m p l e t e d ,  P r e s i d e n t  T r u m a n  s u b m i t t e d
ii
j i t h e  p r o p o s e d  C h a n t e r  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  R a t i o n s  t o  t h e  S e n a t e
Jj
! | f o r  r a t i f i c a t i o n  o n  J u l y  2 ,  1 9 4 5 .  T h e  C o m m i t t e e  o f  

F o r e i g n  R e l a t i o n s  s t a r t e d  h o l d i n g  h e a r i n g s  a  w e e k  l a t e r
|
! a n d  a  L e g i o n  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  a p p e a r e d  b e f o r e  t h a t  c o m m i t t e e

t o  a d v o c a t e  r a t i f i c a t i o n .  A  l e t t e r  a n d  a  t e l e g r a m  w e r e

i s e n t  b y  C o m m a n d e r  S c h e i b e r l i n g  o f  t h e  L e g i o n  t o  t h i s

j c o m m i t t e e  a d v o c a t i n g  t h e  S e n a t e 1 s  r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  
* 9  7U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  C h a r t e r .  T h e  S e n a t e  w a n t e d  t o  p o s t p o n e

!i‘i——,-------------——-----------—— -----——j ■" " "II
| !  9 5 .  p r o c e e d i n g s ,  1 9 4 5 ,  p .  8 5 .

9 6 .  C o m p a r e  R e p o r t  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o n  t h e  R e s u i t s  ^  o f  
t h e  S a n  F r a n c i s c o  C o n f e r e n c e , b y  t h e  C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  

S k a t e s  D e l e g a t i o n ,  T h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e ,  J u n e  2 6 ,  1 9 4 5 .

; 9 7 .  1 - I e a r i n g s  B e f o r e  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  F o r e i g n  R e l a 
t i o n s ,  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e n a t e ,  7 9 t h  C o n g r e s s ,  l s _ t  S e s s i o n ,  

j i  o n  T h e  C h a r t e r  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  F o r  t h e  M a i n t e n a n c e  
: l  o f  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P e a c e  a n d  S e c u r i t y ,  S u b m i t t e d  b y  t h e  
' I P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o n  J u l y  2 ,  1 9 4 5 .  J u l y  9 ,  

1 0 7 ^ T 7 ~ l 2 ,  a n d  1 3 ,  1 9 4 5 ,  p p .  4 1 8 ;  4 7 6 - 4 7 7 .
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j  r a t i f i c a t i o n  u n t i l  a f t e r  i t s  s u m m e r  v a c a t i o n ,  b u t  p u b l i c

j o p i n i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y  d e m a n d e d  i m m e d i a t e  a c t i o n *

M a n y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y  a s k e d  f o r
9 8a c t i o n  q u i c k l y *  C o m m a n d e r  S c h e i b e r l i n g  o f  t h e  L e g i o n

s e n t  e v e r y  S e n a t o r  a  l e t t e r  a s k i n g  t h e m  t o  r a t i f y  t h e  S a n

F r a n c i s c o  C h a r t e r  f o r  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S e c u r i t y  1 1  a t  t h e

e a r l i e s t  d a t e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  *  *  *  p r o p e r  p r o c e d u r e •

| T h e  L e g i o n  s u m m e d  u p  i t s  d e s i r e  a n d  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  w o r k

t h r o u g h  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  i n  t h e  m a n n e r  q u o t e d  a s  f o l l o w s :

i c a n n o t  l e a v e  t h e  w o r l d  a l o n e  b e c a u s e  t h e  w o r l d
| w i l l  n o t  l e a v e  u s  a l o n e  * ^ ^

A f t e r  t h e  h e a r i n g s  o n  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  C h a r t e r ,
j i
jj  t h e  S e n a t e  d e b a t e d  ' t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  r a t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  m o s t

;!  o f  t h e  m o n t h  o f  J u l y ,  1 9 4 5 *  W h e n  t h e  v o t e  w a s  t a k e n

j J u l y  2 8 ,  1 9 4 5 ,  t h e r e  w e r e  8 9  v o t e s  f a v o r i n g  r a t i f i c a t i o n

: |  a n d  t w o  o p p o s i n g ,  t h o s e  b e i n g  S e n a t o r s  L a n g e r  a n d  S h i p -

j s t e a d .  F i v e  S e n a t o r s  d i d  n o t  v o t e *  T h e y  v ^ e r e ;  B a i l e y ,

: G l a s s ,  J o h n s o n  o f  C a l i f o r n i a ,  T n o m a s  o f  I d a h o  a n d  R e e d  
101

o f  K a n s a s *

' 9 8 •  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  R e c o r d ,  7 9 t h  C o n g r e s s ,  1 s t
i S e s s i o n ,  V o l .  9 1 ,  P a r t  6 ,  J u l y  2 5 ,  1 9 4 5 ,  p p .  7 9 5 4 -  

1 7 9 5 5 .

j 9 9  *  ' P h e  N a t i o n a l  L e g i o n n a i r e ,  M a y ,  1 9 4 5 ,  p .  3 ;
J u l y ,  1 9 4 - 5 ,  p .  2 ;  a p p e n d i x ,  p o .  4 0 9 - 4 1 0 . .

1 0 0 *  P r o c e e d i n g s ,  1 9 4 5 ,  p .  8 5 .  ( I t a l i c s  a d d e d ) •
!
I 1 0 1 .  C o n g r e s s i g n a l  K e c o r d ,  7 9 t h  C o n g r e s s , 1 s t
i S e s s i o n ,  V o l .  9 1 ,  P a r t  6 ,  1 9 4 5 ,  p p .  7 9 4 1 - 7 9 6 6 ;  7 9 6 7 -  
; 7 9 9 T p 7 9 9 B - 8 0 0 4 ;  8 0 5 9 - 8 0 6 6 ;  8 0 6 7 - 8 0 8 9 ;  8 0 9 5 - 8 1 3 2 ;
1  8 1 4 3 - 8 1 9 0 .
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|  P o s t - W a r  P o l i c i e s

T h . e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  b e g a n  i t s  o p e r a t i o n s  t h e  l a t t e r  

p a r t  o f  1 9 4 5  w i t h  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a s  a  P u l l  m e m b e r  a n d  

p a r t n e r *  S i n c e  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a d  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  

t h e  L e a g u e  o f  N a t i o n s  a s  a  m e m b e r ,  h i g h e r  h o p e s  w e r e  h e l d  

f o r  t h e  s u c c e s s  o p  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s .  H e r e  i t  i s  d e s i r 

a b l e  t o  s t a t e  b r i e f l y  t h e  L e g i o n  p o l i c i e s  t o w a r d  t h e  

g r e a t  i s s u e s  a n d  p r o b l e m s  t h a t  c o n f r o n t e d  t h e  U n i t e d  

I j N a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  w o r l d  s i n c e  W o r l d  W a r  I I *
i
1| |  I n  b e i n g  ’ m o s t  h e l p P u l  i n  f o r m u l a t i n g  a n d  i m p l e m e n 

t i n g  t h e  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y "  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  t h e  L e g i o n  

| h a s  a i m e d  p r i m a r i l y  a t  t h r e e  a c t i v i t i e s  l i s t e d  a s  f o l l o w s :

I m p l e m e n t i n g  t h e  E u r o p e a n  R e c o v e r y  P r o g r a m  a n d  i t s  
! r a m i f i c a t i o n s ;  e n l i g h t e n i n g  t h e  w o r l d  a s  t o  t h e  d e m o c r a -  

i j t i c  m e t h o d s  a n d  i d e a l s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  a n d  s t r e n g t h 
e n i n g  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s *  C h a r t e r  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  
; w o r l d  p e a c e . 1 0 2

j  A t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  o f  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e

U n i t e d  N a t i o n s ,  p e a c e  w a s  c o m i n g  t o  t h e  w o r l d  s l o w l y  i f  

|  a t  a l l .  T h e  R u s s i a n  d e l e g a t e  t o  t h e  S e c u r i t y  C o u n c i l  

I u s e d  t h e  v e t o  f r e e l y  a n d  S e c r e t a r y  B y r n e s ,  a n d  l a t e r
i j

S e c r e t a r y  M a r s h a l l ,  f o u n d  M o l o t o v ,  t h e  R u s s i a n  F o r e i g n
10

;j  M i n i s  t e r ,  a n y t h i n g  b u t  c o - o p e r a t i v e  I n  B i g  F o u r  m e e t i n g s *  

i i M a n y  p e o p l e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w o r l d  w h o  g a v e  R u s s i a  P u l l

i
I 1 0 2 .  D i g e s t  o f  M i n u t e s ,  N a t i o n a l  E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e
! i M e e t i n g ,  M a y  4 ,  5 ,  6 ,  1 9 4 9 ,  p p .  2 1 9 - 2 2 0 .

| ! 1 0 3 .  C o m p a r e  J a m e s  F .  B y r n e s ,  S p e a k i n g  F r a n k l y ,
| p p .  7 2 - 7 3 .
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c r e d i t  f o r  d o i n g  h e r  s h a r e  i n  w i n n i n g  t h e  w a r  c a m e  t o  

! h a v e  d o u b t s  a s  t o  t h e  R u s s i a n  G o v e r n m e n t 1  s  g o o d  i n t e n -

j t i o n s  a n d  s i n c e r i t y  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  p e a c e  i n  t h e  w o r l d *
!
|  P a r t i c u l a r l y  w e r e  S o v i e t  t a c t i c s  o f  o b s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  

j U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  a n n o y i n g  a n d  d i s c o n c e r t i n g  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  

t h a t  t h e  L e g i o n  w a s  n t h e  f i r s t  n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t oi °i
o f f e r  s p e c i f i c  m e t h o d s  o f  h o w  t h e  C h a r t e r  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  

|  N a t i o n s  c o u l d  b e  s t r e n g t h e n e d  s o  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  b e c o m e  a n  

e f f e c t i v e  w o r l d  a u t h o r i t y . u 1 0 4  T h e  S e c u r i t y  C o u n c i l  w a s  

j r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  a  r * p e r p e t u a l l y  h u n g  j u r y ' 1  a n d  t h e  L e g i o n  

p r o p o s e d  t h r e e  u t y r a n n y - p r o o f u a m e n d m e n t s *  T h e s e  t h r e e  

1 a m e n d m e n t s  a r e  q u o t e d  a s  f o l l o w s :

J ( 1 )  R e m o v a l  o f  t h e  v e t o  i n  m a t t e r s  o f  a g g r e s s i o n  o r
; p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  a g g r e s s i o n ;  a l s o  t h e  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o f  t h e  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o u r t  o f  J u s t i c e  b y  g i v i n g  i t  t h e  p o w e r  t o  
i n t e r p r e t  a g g r e s s i o n  a n d  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  a g g r e s s i o n  w i t h  
a p p r o p r i a t e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  c o r p o r a t i o n s  

: a n d  n a t i o n s  I n  t h e s e  m a t t e r s .
( 2 )  I n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h i s ,  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n  o f  

: w o r l d  a i m s  p r o d u c t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a r m s  
q u o t a s  g u a r a n t e e d  t h r o u g h  a  s y s t e m  o f  p o s i t i v e  i n t e r n a -  

; t i o n a l  i n s p e c t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
I p r o p o s a l s  f o r  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  o f  a t o m i c  e n e r g y ,  
i ( 3 )  E s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a n  e f f e c t i v e  w o r l d  p o l i c e

f o r c e  t o  c o n s i s t  o f  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  a c t i v e  f o r c e ,  p r e -  
j s u m  a b l y  t o  b e  r e c r u i t e d  f r o m  t h e  s m a l l  n a t i o n s ,  u n d e r  

t h e  d i r e c t  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  S e c u r i t y  C o u n c i l ;  a n d  a  r e s e r v e  
f o r c e  m a d e  u p  o f  n a t i o n a l  c o n t i n g e n t s  o f  t h e  f i v e  m a j o r  

p o w e r s . 1 0 5

! 1 0 4 .  T h e  D e n v e r  P o s t ,  J u l y  2 3 ,  1 9 4 7 ,  p .  3 ;  T h e  N e w
Y o r k  T i m e s ,  J u l y  2 4 ,  1 9 4 7 ,  p .  6 ;  T h e  C n i c a g o  D a i l y  N e w s ,  
J u l y  2 3 ,  1 9 4 7 ,  p .  3 ;  T w i c e  i s  T o o  O f t e n ,  ( . L e g i o n  p a m p h l e t ) ,  
1 9 4 7 ;  D i g e s t  o f  M i n u t e s ,  1 9 4 7 ,  p .  2 2 0 .

I 105. Digest of Minutes, 1947, p. 220.
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Sumner Welles, writing before the Legion plan was 

generally known, but on the basis of Congressional reso

lutions designed to achieve somewhat the same goals, 

indicated that such a revision would sp lit  the world into 

| two hostile groups* I f  Russia did not like the proposed 

\ amendments, she could veto them or even get out of the 

j Uni ted Nations, taking her sa te llites  along with her*

! The hope for a peaceful world would become merely an
i
alliance against Russia and her sate llites  and then there 

| would not be any universal organization. This would wreck
l|
'one of the basic assumptions for the success of the United
ii
jNations, namely, that both Russia and the United States 

Ijmust remain members of the organization. Such a revision 

j ! of the Charter and the limitation of the Soviets1 veto
i 106
rights would not likely change Russian policies. After

: i
jfive years of bickering and wild accusations by the 

!Russian and their sa te llite  delegates in the United 

IjNations against other member nations and with evidence 

j  s t i l l  to be shown if  the Russians mean to co-operate, a

i!change has been made to have t h e  General A s s e m b l y  take
'!
action in case of disagreement in the Security Council, 

i !  Be cause this change was advocated and sponsored by
i j

j j  Secretary of State Dean Ache son, and, since the Legion 

j t!condemned the failure of the State Department to deal

106. The Chicago Sun, July 22, 1947, p. 10.
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a d e q u a t e l y  w i t h ,  t h e  a d v a n c e  o f  c o m m u n i s m , 1 1  f l d e p l o r e d  ( t h e )

p r e s e n c e  i n  ( t h e )  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  m e n  w e l l  k n o w n  t o

p o s s e s s  c o m m u n i s t  l e a n i n g s , t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  i t s  L o s

A n g e l e s  c o n v e n t i o n  s t u c k  b y  i t s  o w n  d e m a n d  t o  a m e n d  t h e
107

C h a r t e r  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  L e g i o n

c o n s i d e r s  S o v i e t  R u s s i a  t h e  e n e m y  o f  p e a c e - l o v i n g  n a t i o n s ,  

d e c l a r e s  R u s s i a  t o  b e  a n  a g g r e s s o r  n a t i o n  a n d  d e m a n d s  t h a t

| j R u s s i a  b e  o u s t e d  f r o m  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s * 1 0 8
I!

W h e n  f o r m e r  P r e s i d e n t  H o o v e r 1 s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  U n i t e d  

N a t i o n s  b e  r e o r g a n i z e d  a n d  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  R u s s i a n s  a n d  t h e i r
ij 3_q9
j '  s a t e l l i t e s  t h e r e  w a s  n o  s u p p o r t  f o r  s u c h  a  d r a s t i c
j!

| c h a n g e ,  e x c e p t  f r o m  S e n a t o r s  G e o r g e  a n d  H i c k e n l o o p e r .  A n  

A s s o c i a t e d  P r e s s  p o l l  o f  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  

w o r l d  o f  b o t h  C o m m u n i s t  a n d  a n t i - C o m m u n i s t  c o u n t r i e s  c o n 

d e m n e d  t h e  H o o v e r  p r o p o s a l * 1 1 0

A s  t o  t h e  s e c o n d  p a r t  o f  t h e  L e g i o n  p r o g r a m  a f t e r  

W o r l d  W a r  I X - - J J t o  e n l i g h t e n  t h e  w o r l d  a s  t o  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c

107. The American Legion Magazine, November, 1950, 
p. 41.

108. The Denver Post, December 5, 1950, p. 5.

109* ‘Ihe Denver Post, April 2 6 , 1950, pp. 1 and 29.

110. The Denver Post, April 29, 1950, p. 3. Annual 
Re oorts, 1949, pp. 74-75; Hearings Before the Commitjtee
on Foreign Affairs , House of Repre sentative-s , 81 s t  C  on- 

i g re ss , 1st Session, on H. R. 5085, K. R. 449^ and R* 
''4708, B ills  to Amend the United Nations P artic ipa tion  Act 
il'S r 1945, MayTo, 11, 1 2  and 13, 1949, pp. 59-60.
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i
j m e t h o d s  a n d  i d e a l s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ! ! - - n o t h i n g  f u r t h e r  

t h a n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  S t a t e . D e p a r t m e n t * s  V o i c e  o f  A m e r i c a  

: p r o g r a m  f * a n d  t h e  o v e r s e a s  i n f o r m a t i o n  b r a n c h e s  o f  t h e  

G o v e r n m e n t 1 1  i s  c o n t e m p l a t e d  a n d  b o t h  s h o u l d  b e  c o n t i n u e d  

a n d  e x p a n d e d . 1 1 1

j R u s s i a n  a m b i t i o n s  i n  t h e  B a l k a n s  a r e  w e l l  k n o w n ,

j S i n c e  W o r l d  W a r  I X  h e r  d e s i g n s  f o r  w o r l d  r e v o l u t i o n  a n d  

i j  w o r l d  d o m i n a t i o n  h a v e  b e e n  r e c o g n i z e d .  T h e  C o m m u n i s t s

j ,  m e  r e l y  c o n t i n u e d  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  C z a r s ,
;!
| | b u t  I t  t o o k  C o m m u n i s t  m o v e s  i n  B a l k a n  c o u n t r i e s ,  h e r
' i

| d e s i g n s  o n  t h e  T u r k i s h  D a r d a n e l l e s  a n d  G r e e c e  a n d  t h e  

j w a r n i n g  o f  W i n s t o n  C h u r c h i l l  a t  F u l t o n ,  M i s s o u r i  t o  

a r o u s e  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t o  t h e  s e r i o u s n e s s  o f  R u s s i a n  

| g a i n s .  P o s s i b l e  m o v e s  i n t o  G r e e c e  a n d  T u r k e y  b v  R u s s i a  

' s e e m e d  t o  b e  t h e  g r e a t e s t  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  s e c u r i t y  o f  E u r 

o p e a n  n a t i o n s  a n d  t o  t h e  p e a c e  o f  t h e  w o r l d .  i d  t h i n  t h e  

! y e a r ,  P r e s i d e n t  T r u m a n  w e n t  b e f o r e  C o n g r e s s  a n d  s t a t e d  

: t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 1  s  v i e w  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a n d  a s k e d  f o r  

I a i d  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n c e  a n d  m i l i t a r y  s e c u r i t y  o f

j t h e s e  t w o  c o u n t r i e s .  T o  t u r n  b a c k  C o m m u n i s m  f r o m  G r e e c e
!

1 a n d  T u r k e y  b e c a m e  k n o w n  a s  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  ! i T r u m a n
!

j  D o c  t r i n e  .
'E

i 1 1 1 .  Digest o f  Minutes, 1 9 4 9 ,  p p .  1 7 - 1 9 .
1 1 3 .  C o n g r e  s s i o n a l  R e c o r d ,  8 0 t h .  C o n g r e  s s ,  1 s t  S e s s i o n ,  

i V o l .  9 3 ,  P a r t  2 ,  M a r c h  1 2 ,  1 9 4 7 ,  p p .  1 9 8 0 - 1 9 8 1 ;  P a r t  3,
7 ^ 7  2 9 9 3 - 2 9 9 7 ;  3 3 6 8 - 3 3 7 0 ;  3 6 7 2 - 3 6 7 3 ;  3 8 0 1 - 3 8 0 3 ;  3 8 8 7 -  

3 8 9 0 :  P a r t  4 ,  p p .  4 6 0 5 - 4 6 0 7 ;  4 6 1 5 - 4 6 4 4 ;  4 6 8 5 - 4 7 4 3 ;
! 4 7 9 0 - 4 8 2 8 ;  4 9 1 0 - 4 9 7 5 .
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j B e f o r e  a i d  b e c a m e  e f f e c t i v e  t o  G r e e c e  a n d  T u r k e y ,

i i t  w a s  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  o t h e r  E u r o p e a n  n a t i o n s  n e e d e d  a i d  

| t o  r e b u i l d  f a c t o r i e s  a n d  c i t i e s  d e s t r o y e d  d u r i n g  W o r l d  W a r  

I I ,  f o r  t h e  u n e m p l o y m e n t  a n d  c h a o t i c  c o n d i t i o n s  c a u s e d  b y  

t h e  w a r  p r o v i d e d  t h e  k i n d  o f  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  m a d e  C o m m u n i s t  

; e x p a n s i o n  e a s y .  T h e  a i d  t o  G r e e c e  a n d  T u r k e y  a n d  t h e  p r o -  

i p o s e d  a i d  t o  o t h e r  E u r o p e a n  c o u n t r i e s  u n d e r  t h e  M a r s h a l l  

P l a n  b e c a m e  t h e  T r u m a n  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n s  p r o g r a m  o f  u c o n -  

! |  t a i n m e n t  o f  C o m m u n i s m , 1 1!j
|  R e g a r d i n g  a i d  t o  G r e e c e  a n d  T u r k e y  t h e  L e g i o n

, c a u t i o u s l y  e m p h a s i z e d  t h a t  " t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  A m e r i -  

; | c a n  p o l i c y  i n  t h e  B a l k a n s  e x t e n d  v e r y  f a r  I n d e e d ,  T h r o u g h  

j i t  w e  h o p e  t o  a v e r t  w a r ;  h u t  o b v i o u s l y  I t  i n v o l v e s  a
|i

j  c h a l l e n g e  w h i c h  m i g h t  a c t u a l l y  l e a d  t o  w a r .  O u r  p e o p l e  

i s h o u l d  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  c l e a r l y .  H a l f  m e a s u r e s  a r e  w o r s e  

! j  t h a n  f u t i l e .  O u r  n a t i o n  m u s t  b e  s t r o n g l y  p r e p a r e d  i n  

|  o r d e r  t o  m a k e  t h i s  p o l i c y  s u c c e s s f u l ,

' j  B u t  w h e n  t h e  E u r o p e a n  R e c o v e r y  p r o g r a m  ( t h e  M a r s h a l l

| P l a n )  w a s  p r o p o s e d ,  t h e  L e g i o n  w a s  m o r e  d e f i n i t e  a n d  s p o k e  

|  s t r o n g l y  f o r  i t s  s u p p o r t .  T h e  S e n a t e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  F o r e i g n  

|  R e l a t i o n s  h e l d  h e a r i n g s  a n d  R a t i o n a l  C o m m a n d e r  J a m e s  F .  

j !  O ' N e i l  a p p e a r e d  b e f o r e  t h i s  c o m m i t t e e  t o  o u t l i n e  t h e
i

j j  L e g i o n ' s  p o s i t i o n .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  m e n a c e
! i

j

j  1 1 3 ,  A nnual R e p o r t s , 1 9 4 7 , p* 3 5 5 .
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!
t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w a s  t h e  a g g r e s s i v e  s p r e a d  o f  C o r a m u n -  

! i s m ,  f o s t e r e d  b y  a  p o w e r f u l  t o t a l i t a r i a n  s t a t e ,  a n d  t h a t  

i t  w a s  t o  1 1  A m e r i c a *  s  o w n  i n t e l l i g e n t  s e l f - i n t e r e s t  i n  b e  -  

j h a l f  o f  a  s o u n d  A m e r i c a n  e c o n o m y ,  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  

b e h a l f  o f  a  s o u n d  A m e r i c a n  n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y  •  •  •  t h a t
I

r e c o m m e n d  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  M a r s h a l l  P l a n  b y  t h e  A m e r i -jj
! c a n  L e g i o n . T l  R e c o g n i z i n g  t h a t  t h e  s e c u r i t y  o f  t h e  U n i t e d
j j

j j  S t a t e s  w a s  i n v o l v e d  i n  E u r o p e a n  r e c o v e r y ,  0 * N e i l  s t a t e d
'lr
i j  f u r t h e r  t h a t  s u c h  r e c o v e r y  w o u l d  p e r f o r m  t h r e e  v i t a l l y  

' i m p o r t a n t  f u n c t i o n s  f o r  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  T h e s e  h e
i i

j  j
s t a t e d  a s  f o l l o w s :

j
i  1 .  I t  w i l l  b l o c k  t h e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  C o m m u n i s m ;

!j  2 .  I t  w i l l  b e  o u r  b e s t  m e a n s  f o r  p r e v e n t i n g  a
t h i r d  w o r l d  w a r ;  H 4

3 .  I t  w i l l  b r i n g  a b o u t  t h e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  o f  E u r o p e .

j T h e  M a r s h a l l  P l a n  w e n t  i n t o  e f f e c t  i n  1 9 4 8  a n d  i s  t o

I' b e  c o n t i n u e d  u n t i l  J u l y  1 ,  1 9  5 2 .  B u t  t h i s  p l a n  t o  a i d

! E u r o p e  t o  r e c o v e r  e c o n o m i c a l l y  w a s  n o t  t o  o p e r a t e  f r e e l y

J i f  t h e  R u s s i a n s  c o u l d  p r e v e n t  i t .  F o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f

j s a b o t a g i n g  t h e  M a r s h a l l  p l a n  t h e  R u s s i a n  g o v e r n m e n t  o r g a n -

! i z e d  t h e  C o m i n f o r m .

j |  D u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  t w o  y e a r s  o f  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e

j M a r s h a l l  P l a n ,  t h e  e m p h a s i s  w a s  o n  r e c o v e r y .  A f t e r  t h a t ,  

ij b e c a u s e  o f  R u s s i a n  e f f o r t s  t o  s a b o t a g e  E u r o p e a n  r e c o v e r y ,
j i

‘l ____________________________ ______ -

1 1 4 •  H e a r i n g s  B e f o r e  T h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  F o r e i g n  R e l a -
i  t i o n s ,  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e n a t e  ,  8 0 t h  C o n g r e s s ,  2 n d  S e s  s i _ o n
: o n  U n i  t e d  S t a t e s  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  E u r o p e a n  E c o n o m i c  R e c o v e r y ,

i i  p a r t  J 2 ,  J a n u a r y  1 6 - 2 8 ,  1 9 4 8 ,  p p «  6 6 3 - 6 7 3 .
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t h e  e m p h a s i s  w a s  o n  s e c u r i t y *  O u t  o f  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  

d e v e l o p e d  t h e  N o r t h  A t l a n t i c  M i l i t a r y  A l l i a n c e  d e s i g n e d  

t o  s a f e g u a r d  t h e  e c o n o m i c  r e c o v e r y  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n c e  i n
j

|  M a r s h a l l  P l a n  c o u n t r i e s *  T h e  L e g i o n *  h o w e v e r ,  g a v e  a s

| o n e  r e a s o n  f o r  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  N o r t h  A t l a n t i c  M i l i t a r y

A l l i a n c e  t h e  m i s u s e  o f  t h e  v e t o  b y  R u s s i a n  d e l e g a t e s  i n

t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s ,  w h e n  i t  s a i d ,  q u o t e d  a s  f o l l o w s :

: B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  m i s u s e  o f  t h e  v e t o  i n  t h e  U n i t e d
i| N a t i o n s ,  t h e  p e a c e - l o v i n g  c o u n t r i e s  o f  t h e  N o r t h  A t l a n t i c  
| |  A r e a  h a v e  b e e n  f o r c e d  t o  t a k e  a c t i o n  t o  g u a r a n t e e  t h e i r  
i l  m u t u a l  s e l f - d e f e n s e  •  *  .  a n d  h a v e  j o i n e d  t o g e t h e r  i n  a
| j  r e g i o n a l  d e f e n s e  p a c t  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  
j| o f  A r t i c l e  5 1  o f  t h e  U .  N .  C h a r t e r .  V / e  w h o l e h e a r t e d l y  

j a p p r o v e  t h e  N o r t h  A t l a n t i c  P a c t . H h
|i
j A n o t h e r  r e a s o n  g i v e n  b y  t h e  L e g i o n  f o r  s u p p o r t i n g  r a t i f i -  

j  c a t i o n  o f  t h e  N o r t h  A t l a n t i c  M i l i t a r y  A l l i a n c e  w a s  t h a t
■ .  .  1  n + .  1 1 6( i t  w o u l d  p r e v e n t  w a r .

; i  A l t h o u g h  t h e  L e g i o n  s t a t e s  t h a t  s i n c e  t h e  c l o s e  o f

■j W o r l d  W a r  I I ,  i t s  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  h a s  b e e n  a i m e d  p r i m a r i l y  

a t  t h r e e  a c t i v i t i e s - - f l i m p l e m e n t i n g  t h e  E u r o p e a n  R e c o v e r y  

| P r o g r a m  a n d  i t s  r a m i f i c a t i o n s ;  e n l i g h t e n i n g  t h e  w o r l d  a s
i
j t o  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  m e t h o d s  a n d  i d e a l s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  

a n d  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  C h a r t e r  i n  t h e

jj  1 1 5 .  S u m m a r y  o f  P r o c e e d i n g s ,  1 9 4 9 ,  p p .  2 5 - 2 6 .

l !  1 1 6 .  H e a r i n g s  B e f o r e  t h e _  C o m m i t t e e  o n  F o r e i g n  R e l a -
!j  t i o n s ,  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e n a t e ,  8 1 s t  C o n g r e s s ,  1 s t  S e s s i o n ,  

i o n  E x e c u t i v e  I _ ,  8 1 s t  C o n g r e s s ,  1 s t  S e s s i o n ,  T h e  N o r t h  
A t l a n t i c  T r e a t y ,  P a r t  3 ,  P r i v a t e  W i t n e s s e s ,  M a y  1 2 ,  1 3 ,

! 1 6 ,  1 7 ,  a n d  1 8 ,  1 S 4 9 ,  p p .  1 1 7 1 - 1 1 7 9 .



www.manaraa.com

373
|

i n t e r e s t  o f  p e a c e 1 *  —  t h e s e  t h r e e  p o i n t s  d o  n o t  c o v e r  a l l  

| o f  L e g i o n  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y . 1 1 7

. W h e n ,  i n  1 9 4 6 ,  t h e  B a r u c h  p l a n  f o r  s h a r i n g  t h e  U n i t e d

j S t a t e s *  s e c r e t s  i n  a t o m i c  e n e r g y  w a s  p r o p o s e d ,  t h e  L e g i o n

j  o p p o s e d  i t  i n  i t s  S a n  F r a n c i s c o  c o n v e n t i o n .  I t s  r e s o l u -

! t i o n  a g a i n s t  s u c h  s h a r i n g  i s  q u o t e d  a s  f o l l o w s :

I A t  p r e s e n t ,  i t  i s  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  p e a c e  a n d  t h e
. p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  o u r  d e m o c r a c y  t o  c o n t r o l  a l l  o f  i t s  
I s e c r e t s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  a t o m i c  b o m b  a n d  o t h e r  s e c r e t  w e a -  
! p o n s  c r e a t e d  o r  d e v e l o p e d  b y  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f  A m e r i 

c a .  H B

T h e  L e g i o n  h a s  n o t  c h a n g e d  i t s  p o s i t i o n  o n  s h a r i n g  

a t o m i c  s e c r e t s ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  G e n e r a l  a s s e m b l y  o f  t h e

: U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  a p p r o v e d  t h e  B a r u c h  P l a n  o n  N o v e m b e r  4 ,
: 1 1 9; 1 9 4 8 .

X n  v i e w  o f  C o m m u n i s t  g a i n s  i n  C h i n a ,  t h e  L e g i o n  h a s

! c o n c e r n e d  I t s e l f  w i t h  d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c  a r e a .

I I t s  p o s i t i o n  t o w a r d  C h i n a  i s  t h a t  n a  f r e e ,  s t a b l e ,  a n d

S  i n d e p e n d e n t  C h i n a  w i t h  w h o m  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  c a n  d e a l

| w i t h  m u t u a l  r e s p e c t  a n d  c o n f i d e n c e ' *  i s  d e s i r a b l e  a n d  
' 1  9 0| n e c e s s a r y .  I n  I t s  m e e t i n g  o n  M a y  5 ,  1 9 5 0 ,  t h e  N a -

I t i o n a l  E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  L e g i o n  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e

! . . ..      ■ — - ■■ — — ■*—

1 1 7  •  D i g e s t  o f  M i n u t e s ,  N a t i o n a l  E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e ,  
M a y ,  1 9 4 9 ,  p .  2 1 9 .

j 1 1 8 .  T h e .  C h i c a g o  H e  r  a l  d  -  A r n e  r  i  c  a n ,  O c t o b e r  1 5 ,  1 9 4 6 ,
| j p .  1 0 ;  A  R e p o r t  o n  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n t r o l  o f  A t o m i c  

j E n e r g y ,  M a r c h  1 6 ,  1 9 4 6 .

’ 1 1 9 .  D i g e  s t  o f  M i n u t e s ,  N a t i o n a l  E x e c u t i v e  C  o m m i t t e e ,
j  M e e  t i n g ,  N o v e m b e r  4 ,  5  a n d  6 ,  1 9 4 9 ,  p p *  l e b - 1 2 6 .

I 1 2 0 .  D i g e s t  o f  M i n u t e s ,  1 S 4 S ,  p .  1 2 5 .



www.manaraa.com

374
i

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  s h o u l d  h o l d  F o r m o s a  ! ' a s  a  b a s t i o n  o f  f r e e -  

d o m 1 *  a n d  a  m i l i t a r y  b a s e  a g a i n s t  C o m m u n i s t  a g g r e s s o r s  o n  

j t h e  A s i a t i c  m a i n l a n d ,  T h e  c o m m i t t e e  a d o p t e d  a  r e s o l u t i o n  

! w h i c h  s a i d  t h a t  ' ' w e  b e l i e v e  i t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e  

|  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  d e f e n s e  a p p r a i s e  t h e  d e f e n d a -

I b i l i t y  o f  F o r m o s a . " ^ ^
!

j I n  i t s  P a c i f i c  a r e a  p o l i c i e s ,  t h e  L e g i o n  g o e s  f u r t h e r
!

|  t o  s u p p o r t  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  e f f o r t s  t o  d r a f t  a  p e a c e  t r e a t y  

!j w i t h  J a p a n ,  t o  s t o p  t h e  d i s m a n t l i n g  o f  f a c t o r i e s  i n  J a p a n  

i j  a n d  t o  f o r m  a  s l P a c i f i c  P a c t  u n d e r  A r t i c l e  5 1  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  

i |  N a t i o n s ,  w h e r e b y  t h o s e  f r e e d o m - l o v i n g  c o u n t r i e s  o f  t h e  

j P a c i f i c  a n d  F a r  E a s t e r n  A r e a  w h o ,  t h r o u g h  s e l f  h e l p  a n d

' m u t u a l  a i d ,  d e s i r e  t o  g u a r a n t e e  t h e i r  m u t u a l  d e f e n s e  a n d
!

l |  p r e s e r v e  i n d i v i d u a l  l i b e r t i e  s  . , f l * ^

:■! T h e  L e g i o n  h a s  a p p r o v e d  p o i n t  f o u r  o f  P r e s i d e n tj
' i

| T r u m a n 1 s  S t a t e  o f  t h e  U n i o n  a d d r e s s  o f  J a n u a r y ,  1 9 4 9 ,
j i

w h e r e b y  A m e r i c a n  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  w o u l d  b e  g i v e n  t o  

i |  u n d e  v e l o p e d  n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  f o r  “ o n e  o f  t h e  r e q u i r e -  

j m e n t s  f o r  a  p e a c e f u l  a n d  s e c u r e  w o r l d  I s  a  c o n s t a n t l y

j!  r i s i n g  s t a n d a r d  o f  l i v i n g  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w o r l d ,  b y  m e a n s
j |

j j  o f  t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  p o v e r t y  a n d  t h e  r e s u l t a n t  s o c i a l  

u n r e s t . 1 ' 1 2 3  I t  m a y  b e  s a i d  g e n e r a l l y  t h a t  L e g i o n  p o l i c y

i 1 2 1 .  T h e  A l b u q u e r q u e  T r i b u n e ,  M a y  5 ,  1 9 5 0 ,  p .  1 3 ,
I T h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  M a g a z i n e ,  N o v e m b e r ,  1 9 5 0 ,  p *  4 1 .

! j  1 2 2 .  D i g e s t  o f  M i n u t e s ,  M a y  5 ,  6 ,  7 ,  1 9 4 9 ,  p .  1 2 5 .
1
! ! I 2 3 *  I b i d *  *  P *  1 2 5 .
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I i s  t o  a t t a c k  ' ’ e v e r y w h e r e  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  C o m m u n i s m  a n d .  t o
I
I h e l p  c r e a t e  a  f i r m e r  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  p e a c e  a n d  u n d e r -

| s t a n d i n g  a m o n g  a l l  l i b e r t y - l o v i n g  p e o p l e s .

, P e r h a p s  h a l f  o f  t h e  x o o l i c i e s  t h e  L e g i o n  a d v o c a t e s ,

! & a s  a d v o c a t e d  s i n c e  W o r l d  W a r  I I ,  a r e  i n  o p e r a t i o n  o r

b e i n g  p u t  i n  o p e r a t i o n .  T h e  T r u m a n  D o c t r i n e  i n  G r e e c e

a n d  T u r k e y ,  t h e  M a r s h a l l  P l a n  f o r  1 6  E u r o p e a n  c o u n t r i e s

j a n d  t h e  N o r t h  A t l a n t i c  M i l i t a r y  A l l i a n c e  a r e  i n  o p e r a t i o n .

’ i n  t h e  r e q u e s t  f o r  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  t h i r d  y e a r  © p e r 
il

| a t i o n  o f  t h e  M a r s h a l l  P l a n ,  C o n g r e s s  h a s  a u t h o r i z e d  a

s t a r t  o n  P r e s i d e n t  T r u m a n *  s  ' ’ p o i n t  f o u r ' *  p r o g r a m .  T h e

| |  P r e s i d e n t  a s k e d  f o r  $ 4 5 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  t o  s t a r t .  T h e  S e n a t e

a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  f u l l  a m o u n t ,  w h i l e  t h e  H o u s e  a u t h o r i z e d  
! i  1 2 5; i o n l y  $ 2 5 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  T h e  t w o  h o u s e s  c o m p r o m i s e d  o n
i |

: j  $ 3 5 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  H o  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p l a n  f o r  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f
, i

i j  a t o m i c  e n e r g y  h a s  b e e n  a c c e p t e d  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  G e n e r a l  

! A s s e m b l y  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  h a s  r e c o m m e n d e d  a c c e p t i n g  

t h e  B a r u c h  p l a n .  T h e  n o n - a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h i s  p l a n  i s  

! f u l f i l l i n g  L e g i o n  p o l i c y .  N o  a c t i o n  h a s  b e e n  t a k e n  o n  

F o r m o s a ,  t h e  t r e a t y  f o r  J a p a n  a n d  a  P a c i f i c  P a c t .

■!

! C o n c l u s i o n

! A H  t h e  L e g i o n ’ s  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  a c h i e v e  p e a c e  a n d

;! 1 2 4 .  D i g e s t  o f  M i n u t e s ,  S e p t .  1 ,  1 9 4 9 ,  p .  1 9 .

1 125. The Santa Pe New Mexican, May 8, 1950, p. 2.
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|  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o - o p e r a t i o n  c a n  b e  c l a s s i f i e d  i n t o  t h e  

p e r s o n - t o - p e r s o n  o r  g o v e r n m e n t - t o - g o v e r n m e n t  c a t e g o r i e s .

I n  t h e  p e r s o n - t o - p e r s o n  c a t e g o r y ,  F I D A C ,  c o n v e n t i o n s  

i n  P a r i s  a n d  t h e  T i d e  o f  T o y s  a r e  t h e  c h i e f  a c t i v i t i e s .

I n  s u c h  p r o g r a m s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  c a n  b e  m a d e  t o  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
i

u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  b u t  c a n n o t  a c h i e v e  t h e  c o m p l e t e  g o a l .  F I D A C  

; m a d e  s e m e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  b e t w e e n  t h e  p e o p l e s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n s
i;

j i n v o l v e d ,  b u t  i t  w a s  h a n d i c a p p e d  i n  n o t  i n c l u d i n g  a l l
I
; n a t i o n s  i n v o l v e d  i n  W o r l d  W a r  I  a n d  n a t i o n s  n o t  i n v o l v e d
i
! i n  t h a t  w a r  a t  a l l .  T h e  c o n v e n t i o n s  i n  P a r i s  h a d  b o t h  g o o d

; |  a n d  b a d  r e s u l t s .  N o t  a l l  p e r s o n a l  c o n t a c t s  b e t w e e n  l e g i o n -
i!
i j n a i r e s  a n d  o t h e r  p e o p l e s  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

' ! u n d e r s t a n d i n g  b u t  t h e  o p p o s i t e  w h e n  s o m e  l e g i o n n a i r e s  

w e n t  a l o n g  t o  P a r i s  t o  e n g a g e  i n  r o u g h h o u s e  a c t i v i t i e s .
, ji B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  e n m i t y  b e t w e e n  t h e  L e g i o n  a n d  C o m m u n i s t s ,
ij

! s t r a i n e d  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e t w e e n  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t s  o f  F r a n c e
i ;
i j  a n d  R u s s i a  r e s u l t e d  w h e n  t h e  R u s s i a n  a m b a s s a d o r  i n  F r a n c eII ■ I
i  o r d e r e d  t h e  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  o f  F r a n c e  t o  o v e r t h r o w  t h e  

F r e n c h  g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  h a v i n g  i n v i t e d  t h e  L e g i o n  t o  h o l d
ij

i t s  c o n v e n t i o n  i n  P a r i s .  S t r a i n e d  r e l a t i o n s  a l s o  b e t w e e n
I

F r a n c e  a n d  G e r m a n y  c a m e  a b o u t  w h e n  F r a n c e ,  p a y i n g  a  l a r g e
i j

Ij s u m  t o  e n t e r t a i n  t h e  l e g i o n n a i r e s ,  o b j e c t e d  t o  _ _ t h e  L e g i o n  

o f f i c i a l l y  v i s i t i n g  G e r m a n y ,  t h e  c o m m o n  e n e m y  i n  ^ o r l d

j W a r  I .
| I n  i t s  a c t i v i t i e s  a s  a  p r e s s u r e  g r o u p  t o  I n f l u e n c e

jl  g o v e r n m e n t a l  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y ,  w h i c h  f i t s  i n t o  t h e  c a t e g o r y
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o f  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t - t o - g o v e r n m e n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  

t h e  L e g i o n  i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  W o r l d  W a r  I  a d v o c a t e d  t a k i n g
1 i ■>j t h e  p r o f i t s  o u t  o f  w a r  a s  h a v i n g  t h e  p o s s i b l e  r e s u l t  o f  

|  r e m o v i n g  a n  i m p o r t a n t  c a u s e  f o r  w a r .  S u c h  a n  a c t ,  t h e  

j  M a y  B i l l ,  w a s  f i n a l l y  e n a c t e d  i n t o  l a w ,  b u t  i t  d i d  n o t  

r e m o v e  t h e  p r o f i t s  o f  w a r  n o r  d i d  i t  p r e v e n t  w a r .  

j j  T h e  p e a c e  a n d  p r e p a r e d n e s s  p r o g r a m  o f  t h e  L e g i o n  i s

j b a s e d  u p o n  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  p e a c e  c a n  b e  a c h i e v e d  

j t h r o u g h  s t r e n g t h  a n d  n o t  w e a k n e s s  a n d  t h a t  t h e  U n i t e d  

j S t a t e s  h a s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
ij

a f f a i r s  t o  b e  s t r o n g  a n d  t h u s  p r e v e n t  w a r ,  B y  b e i n g  w e a k ,

! j  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  e n c o u r a g e s  w a r s  t h a t  s h o u l d  n e v e r ,  a n d

j p r o b a b l y  - w o u l d  n o t ,  b e  s t a r t e d .  T h e n  a t  g r e a t  c o s t  a n d
|

t h e  l o s s  o f  h u m a n  l i f e ,  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a s  t o  e x e r t
!

i i  a n d  e x t e n d  I t s e l f  t o  h e l p  w i n  u n n e c e s s a r y  w a r s .  T h i s
ij
! |  w e a k n e s s - s t r e n g t h - w e a k n e s s  c y c l e  t h e  L e g i o n  i s  t r y i n g  t o  

I:  b r e a k  b y  h a v i n g  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  b e  p e r m a n e n t l y  s t r o n g  

j  f o r  t h e  c o s t  i n  t h e  l o n g  r u n  w i l l  n o t  b e  g r e a t e r  a n d  i t

i w i l l  a c h i e v e  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  g o a l  o f  p e a c e .  T h e  U n i t e d
:i

' S t a t e s  i s  r e l u c t a n t  t o  f o l l o w  t h i s  p o l i c y ,  

i A f t e r  a  s l o w  s t a r t  i n  b e c o m i n g  i n t e r e s t e d  I n  i n t e r -

i j  n a t i o n a l  e c o n o m i c  a f f a i r s ,  t h e  L e g i o n ,  a f t e r  t h e  g r e a t  

d e p r e s s i o n ,  a d v o c a t e d  t h e  H u l l  r e c i p r o c a l  t r a d e  a g r e e -  

I m e n t s  p r o g r a m  t o  r e m o v e  o r  a l l e v i a t e  a n  i m p o r t a n t  c a u s e  

i o f  w a r  b e t w e e n  n a t i o n s .  T h e  a d o p t i o n  a n d  p u t t i n g  i n t o  

i o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  p r o g r a m  c a m e  t o o  l a t e ,  f o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
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j  a f f a i r s  h a d  d r i f t e d  t o o  f a r  t o w a r d  w a r  t o  b e  c h a n g e d  o r  

j  s t o p p e d ,
j

T h e  w a r  d e b t s  a f t e r  W o r l d  W a r  I  d i d  n o t  c o n t r i b u t eiI
|  t o  t h e  g o o d  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e t w e e n  n a t i o n s .  V i / h e n  E u r o p e a n  

n a t i o n s  w e r e  u n a b l e  t o  p a y  d u r i n g  t h e  g r e a t  d e p r e s s i o n ,  

i j  P r e s i d e n t  H o o v e r 1  s  M o r a t o r i u m  w a s  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  L e g i o n ,  

j L a t e r  w h e n  p a y m e n t s  w e r e  t o  h a v e  b e e n  r e s u m e d ,  t h e  L e g i o n  

d i d  n o t  o f f e r  a n y  s o l u t i o n  a s  t o  w h a t  c o u l d  b e  d o n e  i f  

|  t h e s e  n a t i o n s  d i d  n o t  p a y .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  o p p o s i n g  c a n -  

,j c e l l a t i o n  o r  r e d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  w a r  d e b t s ,  t h e  L e g i o n  

j  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  i n  t h e  n e u t r a l i t y  l e g i s l a t i o n
i !
j
j j  t o  r e f u s e  c r e d i t s  a n d  l o a n s  t o  c o u n t r i e s  d e f a u l t i n g  o n
!i
|  t h e i r  d e b t s .  A f t e r  W o r l d  W a r  I I ,  t h e  L e g i o n  h a s  s u p p o r t e d  

i l o a n s  t o  t h e  M a r s h a l l  P l a n  c o u n t r i e s  a s  a  m e a n s  o f  h a l t i n g; i
J  t h e  a d v a n c e  o f  C o m m u n i s m ,  t o  p r e v e n t  a n o t h e r  w o r l d  w a r  

j !  a n d  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  s e c u r i t y  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  T h a t  

! i s  t o  s a y ,  t h e  c h i e f  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  h a s  s h i f t e d  f r o m  t h e  

j j  e c o n o m i c  t o  t h e  I d e o l o g i c a l  a n d  t h e  m i l i t a r y  I n  t h e  m a t t e r  

|  o f  g r a n t i n g  l o a n s .

| T h e  L e g i o n  b e g a n  i t s  c a r e e r  w i t h  p e a c e  a s  i t s  g o a l

j a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o - o p e r a t i o n  a s  t h e  m e a n s  o f  a c h i e v i n g

: I t  b e c a u s e  i t  h a d  a p p r a i s e d  c o r r e c t l y  s o m e  o f  t h e  I n t e r -
!j

J  n a t i o n a l  f o r c e s  a n d  t h e  p a r t  v h e  U n i t e d  s t a t e s  s h o u l d
! j
| j  p l a y  I n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a f f a i r s .  I t  b e c a m e  i s o l a t i o n i s t

■j b e c a u s e  o f  o b s t r u c t i o n i s t s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e n a t e
■]
j  n o t  p e r m i t t i n g  t h e  L e a g u e  o f  N a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  < v o r l d  C o u r t
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T r e a t i e s  t o  b e  r a t i f i e d ;  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  

W a s h i n g t o n *  s  f a r e w e l l  a d d r e s s  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  * e n t a n g l i n g  

a l l i a n c e s * ;  a n d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  L e g i o n  

i t s e l f .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  L e g i o n  n e v e r  g a v e  u p  i t s  g o a l  o f  

| p e a c e ,  i t s  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  n e u t r a l i t y  l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  t h e  

v a r i o u s  b i l l s  t o  t a k e  t h e  p r o f i t s  o u t  o f  w a r  d i d  n o t  

a c h i e v e  t h e  g o a l  d e s i r e d .
!

j j  T h e  L e g i o n  c a m e  b a c k  t o  s u p p o r t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o -
i j

j o p e r a t i o n  a n d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  p l a y i n g  a  s t r o n g  p a r t  

j b e c a u s e  n t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  c a n n o t  s e c e d e  f r o m  t h e  w o r l d .

! T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  c a n  d r i f t  i n t o  w a r  b y  f o l l o w i n g  a  d o -  

j n o t h i n g  o r  n e g a t i v e  p o l i c y  a s  i n  t h e  n e u t r a l i t y  l e g i s l a t i o n ,

| b u t  t o  a t t a i n  p e a c e  t h e  L e g i o n  a d v o c a t e d  p o s i t i v e ,  p l a n n e d ,
|
| j  i n t e l l i g e n t ,  c o - o p e r a t i v e  a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  n a t i o n s  o f
i i

| l  t h e  w o r l d .

j  I n  t h e  l i f e t i m e  o f  t h e  L e g i o n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a s
1'
j!  g o n e  t h r o u g h  r e v o l u t i o n s  o f  t h e  p e a c e - w a r - p e a c e  c y c l e ,

j |  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o - o p e r a t i o n - i s o l a t i o n - i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o 
l l
!j  o p e r a t i o n  c y c l e ,  t h e  i n v o l v e m e n t — n e u t r a l i t y — I n v o l v e m e n t
■ f

j  c y c l e  a n d  p r o s p e r i t y - d e p r e s s i o n - p r o s p e r i t y  c y c l e .  T h e
j|
j i  L e g i o n  a d v o c a t e s  f o l l o w i n g  i t s  p o l i c i e s  a s  a  m e a n s  o f
i i

| j  a v o i d i n g  t h e s e  e x t r e m e s .

j I n  i t s  p o s t w a r  p o l i c i e s ,  t h e  L e g i o n  h a s  t a k e n  a  m o r e

! d e t e r m i n e d  s t a n d  t h a n  a f t e r  W o r l d  W a r  l .  L u r i n g  a n d  a f t e r  

; j  W o r l d  W a r  I I ,  t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  h a s  o p e r a t e d  u n d e r  a  m o r e  

j j  l i m i t e d  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  i n  t r y i n g  t o  h e l p
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f o r m u l a t e  a n d  i m p l e m e n t 1 *  A m e r i c a n  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y .  N o  

s t a n d  w a s  t a k e n  o n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  j o i n i n g  t h e  L e a g u e  

o f  N a t i o n s ^ a t  f i r s t  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  c o n s i d e r e d  p o l i t i c a l .  

T h e  L e g i o n  t o o k  a n  a c t i v e  p a r t  f r o m  t h e  i n c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  

U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  a n d  a l l  t h e  w a y  t o  o f f e r i n g  a m e n d m e n t s  f o r  

m a k i n g  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  o p e r a t e  a s  o r i g i n a l l y  i n t e n d e d .  

W h e n  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  w a s  n o t  f u n c t i o n i n g  a s  e x p e c t e d ,  

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  p u r s u e d  p o l i c i e s  o u t s i d e  t h i s  o r g a n i 

z a t i o n  t o  t r y  t o  a c h i e v e  e c o n o m i c  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  i n  E u r o p e
i

l a s  a  m e a n s  o f  c o n t a i n i n g  C o m m u n i s m  a n d  p r e v e n t i n g  f u t u r e
I
| w a r .  T h e  L e g i o n  s u p p o r t e d  p o l i c i e s  t h a t  n o t  o n l y  w e r e  

i n t e n d e d  t o  a c h i e v e  t h i s  g o a l ,  b u t  a l s o  t o  a c h i e v e  m i l i -
i
j t a r y  s e c u r i t y ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  L e g i o n  a n n o u n c e d  a  t h r e e f o l d  

p o l i c y - - i m p l e m e n t i n g  t h e  E u r o p e a n  R e c o v e r y  P r o g r a m ,  i n -

| f o r m i n g  t h e  w o r l d  o f  t h e  i n t e n t i o n s  a n d  i d e a l s  o f  t h e
'
I j U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  a n d  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s

j c h a r t e r — i t s  p o l i c i e s  e x t e n d  f u r t h e r .  I t s  p o l i c i e s  c a l l
! ^
| j f o r  t h e  h o l d i n g  o f  F o r m o s a  a n d  a  P a c i f i c  P a c t  a g a i n s t  t h e

jlfurther spread of Communism. All Legion policies sifter
I i

S W o r l d  W a r  I I  h a v e  b e e n  d e s i g n e d  t o  a t t a c k  1 1  e v e r y / h e r e  t h e  

|  f o r c e s  o f  C o m m u n i s m  a n d  t o  h e l p  c r e a t e  a  f i r m e r  f o u n d a t i o n  

j f o r  p e a c e  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a m o n g  a l l  l i b e r t y - l o v i n g  

p e o p l e s . 1 1  L e g i o n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  s h a r i n g  o f  a t o m i c  

s e c r e t s  f i t s  i n t o  t h i s  p o l i c y ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  i t  i s  o f f i c i a l

: " U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  U n i t e d  i i a t i o n s  p o l i c y .  T n e  L e g i o n  i s
j
|  n o t  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  s h a r i n g  a t o m i c  s e c r e t s  w o u l d  b e  w a n
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i n s t r u m e n t  f o r  l a s t i n g  p e a c e ”  b u t  r e a l l y  1 1  a p p e  a s m e n t .  ‘  

A n d  a p p e a s e m e n t  d o e s  n o t  l e a d  t o  p e a c e ,  b u t  t o  w a r .
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C O N C L U S I O N S

T h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  w a s  o r g a n i z e d  i n  F r a n c e  a f t e r  

W o r l d  W a r  I  p a r t l y  ( a s  a n  a t t e m p t )  t o  s o l v e  a  p r o b l e m  o f  

d i s c i p l i n e  i n  t h e  A m e r i c a n  E x p e d i t i o n a r y  F o r c e s ,  p a r t l y  

|  t o  b e t t e r  t h e  e c o n o m i c  c o n d i t i o n  o f  i t s  m e m b e r s  w h e n  t h e y  

| w o u l d  b e c o m e  c i v i l i a n s  a g a i n ,  p a r t l y  t o  c o m b a t  C o m m u n i s m ,

| a n d  p a r t l y  t o  p r o m o t e  f r a t e r n a l  r e l a t i o n s .  I t  w a s  c h a r -  

j t e r e d  b y  C o n g r e s s  i n  1 9 1 9 .  T h e  L e g i o n 1 s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i s  

| s i m p l e .  T h e  i n d i v i d u a l  l e g i o n n a i r e  i s  t h e  b a s i c  u n i t .

I H e  j o i n s  w i t h  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  f o r m  a  p o s t ,  o r  l o c a l
i
' u n i t .  P o s t s  w i t h i n  e a c h  s t a t e  o r  t e r r i t o r y  o r  f o r e i g n  

c o u n t r y  f o r m  a  d e p a r t m e n t .  D e p a r t m e n t s  f o r m  t h e  n a t i o n a l  

! o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n .

T h e  L e g i o n  I s  m o r e  e f f e c t i v e l y  a n d  w i d e l y  o r g a n i z e d  

j t h a n  o t h e r  p r e s s u r e  g r o u p s  I n  t h a t  i t  e x t e n d s  t h r o u g h  t h e  

* f o r t y - e i g h t  s t a t e s ,  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t e r r i t o r i e s  a n d  

| d i s t r i c t s ,  a n d  a l s o  t o  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s .  W h i l e  o t h e r  

p r e s s u r e  g r o u p s  a p p e a l  m a i n l y  t o  e c o n o m i c  o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

' i n t e r e s t s ,  t h e  L e g i o n ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a p p e a l i n g  t o  t h e s e ,  

a l s o  a p p e a l s  t o  t h e  p a t r i o t i c  e m o t i o n s .  T h i s  o r g a n i z a -
i
! t i o n  o f  v e t e r a n s  u s e s  t h e  v a r i o u s  p r o p a g a n d a  a g e n c i e s  a n d  

' t e c h n i q u e s  c o m m o n l y  u s e d  i n  t h e  a t t e m p t  t o  g e t  i t s  p r o 

g r a m s  a c c e p t e d ,  a n d  i t  c o o p e r a t e s  w i t h  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  

w h i c h  h a v e  s i m i l a r  g o a l s .

M o s t  l e g i o n n a i r e s  f e e l  t h a t  b y  v i r t u e  o f  t h e i r  

m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e ,  t h e y  h a v e  a  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e
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; n a t i o n *  s  h e r i t a g e  a n d  a  l i t t l e  b e t t e r  c l a i m  t h a n  o t h e r
j
! c i t i z e n s  t o  b e  t h e  c u s t o d i a n s  o f  t h a t  h e r i t a g e .  T h e  L e g i o n  

i  f e e l s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  m a i n  d a n g e r s  t o  t h e  n a t i o n *  s  

h e r i t a g e  t h a t  m a k e  t h i s  r o l e  o f  c u s t o d i a n  n e c e s s a r y ;  

j ( ! )  i g n o r a n c e  a n d  i n d i f f e r e n c e  o f  A m e r i c a n s  w h o  d o  n o t
i
|

| u n d e r s t a n d  a n d  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  f r e e d o m s  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  

i n  t h e  A m e r i c a n  s y s t e m ,  ( S )  t h e  a l i e n  a n d  t h e  i m m i g r a n t  

I l i v i n g  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  a n d  ( 3 )  t h e  s p e c t r e  o f  R u s -  

j s i a n  C o m m u n i s m  b e n t  o n  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  S o v i e t  

A m e r i c a .
! j

J T h e  L e g i o n *  s  c o n c e p t  o f  A m e r i c a n i s m  i s  m a d e  u p  o f

n a t i o n a l i s m ,  p a t r i o t i s m ,  a n d  d e v o t i o n  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .
i

I t s  A m e r i c a n i s m  p r o g r a m  w o u l d  i n d o c t r i n a t e  A m e r i c a n s  a n d  

t h o s e  a l i e n s  w h o  w o u l d  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  d e s i r a b l e  f o r  c i t i 

z e n s h i p  a n d  t h u s  c o u n t e r a c t  a l i e n  " i s m s "  a n d  p r o p a g a n d a  

w h i c h  a r e  d e s i g n e d  t o  u n d e r m i n e  a n d  d e s t r o y  t h e  A m e r i c a n  

w a y  o f  l i f e .

I n  i t s  p r o g r a m  o f  p r e s e r v i n g  a n d  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  A m e r i 

c a n  h e r i t a g e ,  t h e  L e g i o n  s e e s  b o t h  i n t e r n a l  a n d  e x t e r n a l  

d a n g e r s .  T h e  i g n o r a n c e  a n d  i n d i f f e r e n c e  o f  A m e r i c a n s ,  t h e
i
! a l i e n  a n d  t h e  i m m i g r a n t  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a r e  

:[  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  I n t e r n a l  d a n g e r s ,  w h i l e  R u s s i a n  C o m m u n i s m  

■ I s  c o n s i d e r e d  b o t h  a n  i n t e r n a l  a n d  a n  e x t e r n a l  d a n g e r .

A f t e r  t h e  G r e a t  D e p r e s s i o n  t h e  L e g i o n  c a m e  t o  r e a l i z ©  t h a t  

C o m m u n i s m  g a i n e d  f o l l o w e r s  i n  a  c o n d i t i o n  o f  e c o n o m i c  

p a r a l y s i s .  T h e  G r e a t  D e p r e s s i o n  w a s  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n
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arousing the Legion to a greater interest in economic 

affairs.

The Legion* s Americanism program Is divided into three 

|main activities--Education, Youth Activities, and Gommunity
i
iService. Through these programs the Legion hopes that all

i aSe groups will be reached and indoctrinated with what
!

| i t  believes is good Americanism.

| In order to indoctrinate the aliens and immigrants
i
living in the United States the Legion asked Congress to

|
|ban completely a ll immigration to the United States for

ia period of years. When Congress adopted the quota system
j
iInstead, the Legion called for tighter restrictions re

garding immigration, naturalization, and deportation. The 

Legion has been more successful in persuading Congress to 

bar certain groups or individuals from the national ori

gins quotas as ‘‘slackers,11 aliens considered to be econo

mic burdens, Communists, Fascists, and Nazis. In general, 

the Legion opposed admission of any aliens who would be 

considered poor risks as citizens, those who would agi

tate for the overthrow of the American system of economics 

and government, and those who would compete for jobs in 

industry and agriculture or In other Yvays.

The Legion has been somewhat successful in per

suading Congress not to pass special acts of naturaliza

tion, such as that proposed in the Macintosh-Bland Case, 

pressure has been brought to bear on governmental agencies
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to have undesirable aliens deported, and many aliens have 

been deported. The Legion has waged a long battle to 

have Harry Bridges, Pacific coast labor leader, deported, 

but without success. In addition to making use of the 

legislative and administrative processes in dealing with 

the immigration problem, the Legion has advocated a more 

extensive use of the treaty power and diplomatic pressure. 

IMeither has been used, and Congress continues to handle 

the problem of immigration as a domestic issue.

The Legion asserts that l! Russia cannot be separated 

from Communism and Communism from Russia,11 and the measures 

the Legion advocates affect both domestic and foreign 

policies of the United States. Although the Legion has 

always voiced i ts  opposition to Communism i t  has not ex

pressly stated the methods of opposing Communism. Conse

quently, the Legions opposition to Communism took the form 

of l*direct,f action by individual legionnaires and posts 

breaking up Communist meetings, forbidding the use of pub

l ic  buildings to Communists, and sometimes aiding in 

strike-breaking on the ground that labor troubles are 

Communist-inspired. .hen the national organization of 

the Legion adopted a policy on Communists in the United 

States i t  opposed “d irec t1 action as negative and favored 

a positive policy. The Legion1s positive policy in 

handling the Communist menace domestically consists of 

such activities as proclaiming Americanism and democracy,
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pointing out the dangers and fallacies of Communism, ad

vocating the outlawing of the Communist party nationally, 

.barring Communists from serving in elective and appointive
i

|offices by requiring non-Gommunist oaths from teachers 

j and labor leaders. The Legion has not been successful in 

getting Congress to outlaw the Communist party nationally,
!| but i t  has been instrumental in having 1 4  of the 4 8  states 

|bar Communists from the ballot.
I
I A s  t o  t h e  f o r e i g n  a s p e c t  o f  C o m m u n i s m ,  t h e  L e g i o n
l

v e r y  e a r l y  a d o p t e d  a  n o n - r e  c o g n i t i o n  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  S o v i e t  

. U n i o n .  T h i s  c o i n c i d e d  w i t h  t h e  p o l i c i e s  o f  P r e s i d e n t s  

j W i l s o n ,  H a r d i n g ,  C o o l i d g e  a n d  H o o v e r .  W h e n  P r e s i d e n t  

R o o s e v e l t  i n  1 9 3 3  r e c o g n i z e d  C o m m u n i s t  R u s s i a ,  t h e  L e g i o n  

t o o k  n o  a c t i o n .  B u t  w h e n  L a r i  B r o w d e r  i n  1 9 3 5  r e p o r t e d  

t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o m m u n i s t s  t o  a  c o n v e n t i o n  

i n  M o s c o w  i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  f o u r  p r o m i s e s ,  t h e  L e g i o n  

d e m a n d e d  r e s c i n d i n g  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  S o v i e t  R u s s i a .

T h i s  p o s i t i o n  w a s  m a i n t a i n e d  u n t i l  1 9 4 1  w h e n ,  I n  i t s  

! M i l w a u k e e  c o n v e n t i o n ,  t h e  L e g i o n  v o t e d  t o  s u p p o r t  A m e r i -  

j c a n  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  t h e  s h i p m e n t  o f  l e n d -  

l e a s e  m a t e r i a l s  t o  R u s s i a .  T h e  L e g i o n  w a s  c a r e f u l  t o  

|  s t a t e  t h a t  t h i s  a c t i o n  d i d  n o t  m e a n  a p p r o v a l  o f  S o v i e t  

R u s s i a  o r  C o m m u n i s m  a n d  t h a t  t h e  b a t t l e  a g a i n s t  C o m m u n i s m  

w o u l d  g o  o n  i n  d o m e s t i c  a f f a i r s .  O t h e r  a c t i o n s  a d v o c a t e d  

b y  t h e  L e g i o n  t o  c h e c k  o r  c o n t a i n  R u s s i a n  C o m m u n i s m  i n t e r 

n a t i o n a l l y  a r e  t h e  T r u m a n  D o c t r i n e  r e g a r d i n g  G r e e c e  a n d
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! and Turkey, the Marshall Plan, the North Atlantic Military 

Alliance, the State Departments Voice of America program, 

the use of Formosa in the western defense line of the
j
!United States, a Pacific alliance similar to the North
:i ; I
! Atlantic Military Alliance, and the building up of the 

.military defenses of the United States to such a point as 

to prevent any surprise attack by Russia like that by 

Japan at Pearl Harbor in 1941.

j The two most important concerns of the Legion are

(1) veterans1 benefits and (2) an adequate national de

fense for the United States. The basis of the national 

!defense program is held by the Legion to be universal 

military training. This would call for the conscription 

of capital, labor, and soldiers in order to equalize the 

burdens of war and to prevent war profiteering. An army 

with sufficient equipment, a two-ocean navy, a stockpile 

of atom bombs, an air force and suitable air and naval 

bases in the Atlantic and Pacific oceans would complete 

the defense program. This program of national defense 

is calculated to provide national security through the 

prevention of war if  possible and to make possible the 

winning of any war that the United States might be forced 

into. I t  is a program to be borne much as insurance — the 

i cost not to be regretted if  there is never occasion to 

use I t .  This program is considered necessary because 

there is always the possibility of war, because the United
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States has always been weak m ilitarily  at the beginning 

of every war, because a hurried-up program of national 

defense always results in waste in cost and human l i fe ,  

and because a weak United States is a threat to peace*

The Legion has supported many Congressional b il ls  of 

national defense but has been defeated by various causes--
j
;j at f i r s t  by i ts  own lack of proper organization, then by 

; the depression of 1929, by waves of pacifism, by Commun-

!; 1st activity, by economy demands, and by the general in-
|
j! difference and lack of understanding of the American 

; people. The Legion felt,however, that the major provi- 

j sions of i ts  national defense program were accepted when

; the Selective Service act was passed in 1940 and when
!
! executive orders set up rationing and price control in
j
i .  World War I I .

On the international scene, the Legion opposed ther
i1 Geneva Gas Protocol of 1926 on the ground, f i r s t ,  that 

; I t  would weaken national defense through the denial to 

the military of an effective weapon, and, second, that 

■ gas warfare was no more inhumane than other types of war- 

fare. I t  favored ratification  of the Kellogg-Briand 

| Peace Pact, but opposed using i t  as an argument for 

unilateral disarmament of the United States military 

forces. And i t  warned, too, that this pact would lu ll  

the people of the United States into a false sense of 

security. The Legion urged President Hoover to build
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u p  t h e  n a v y  t o  t h e  5 - 5 - 3  r a t i o  a s  p r o v i d e d  f o r  i n  t h e  

I W a s h i n g t o n  N a v a l  D i s a r m a m e n t  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  1 9 2 2 ,  b u t  

j t h e  P r e s i d e n t  i g n o r e d  t h e  p l e a s .  T h e  L e g i o n  f a v o r e d  t h e  

■j e x c h a n g e  o f  o v e r - a g e  d e s t r o y e r s  f o r  A t l a n t i c  b a s e s  w i t h  

i t h e  B r i t i s h  a n d  l e n d - l e a s e  t o  B r i t a i n  a n d  R u s s i a ,  a s  

i ;  m e a n s  o f  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y ,  o f  k e e p i n g  t h e
'j
I U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o u t  o f  w a r ,  a n d  o f  a i d i n g  n a t i o n a l  d e f e n s e .

: T h e  L e g i o n  e n d o r s e d  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  a s  a n  a g e n c y  t o
,1

I m a i n t a i n  p e a c e  t h r o u g h  c o l l e c t i v e  s e c u r i t y ,  b u t  u n t i l  

; s u c h  t i m e  a s  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  C h a r t e r  w e r e  i m p l e -  

■ m e n t e d  w i t h  a d e q u a t e  f o r c e  t o  k e e p  t h e  p e a c e ,  t h e  L e g i o n  

t f e l t  t h a t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  

s t r o n g  m i l i t a r i l y .  T h e  L e g i o n  c o n t i n u e s  t o  o p p o s e  d i s 

a r m a m e n t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  e i t h e r  f o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  

e c o n o m y  o r  a s  a  c l a i m e d  m e a n s  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  p e a c e  o r  a s  

a n  e x a m p l e  f o r  o t h e r  n a t i o n s  t o  f o l l o w .  I t  o p p o s e s  s h a r i n g  

t h e  a t o m i c  b o m b  w i t h  R u s s i a ,  b e c a u s e  s u c h  a  p o l i c y  w o u l d  

w e a k e n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  d e f e n s e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  

: b e c a u s e  R u s s i a  h a s  n o t  s h o w n  a n y  s i n c e r e  d e s i r e  t o  c o 

o p e r a t e  f o r  p e a c e .  U n t i l  W o r l d  W a r  I I  t h e  L e g i o n  a d v o -  

I c a t e d  a  n a t i o n a l  d e f e n s e  p r o g r a m  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  d o m i n -
i
! a n t  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  I n  t h e  w e s t e r n  h e m i s  —

♦
p h e r e *  S i n c e  W o r l d  W a r  I I  t h e  L e g i o n  h a s  a d v o c a t e d  a  

n a t i o n a l  d e f e n s e  p r o g r a m  t h a t  w o u l d  h a v e  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

a s s u m e  t h e  r o l e  o f  d o m i n a n t  p o w e r  i n  t h e  w o r l d .

A f  t e  r  W o r  1  d  W  a r  I  t h e  r e  w e  r e  t w o  c  o n f  l i e  t i n g  t h e  o r  i e  s
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j as to the course the United States should pursue to re

main at peace and to avoid entanglement in future wars* 

i| One of these v/as the Wilsonian theory to the effect that 

l| the United States could not long remain neutral in event 

i of a major conflict and that the only hope for the United 

s States was in active cooperation with other nations to 

'prevent war. This theory was repudiated by the Republi

can  Party after the election of 1920. The other theory 

[was that the United States should remain aloof and be 

non-cooperative—that i t  should follow a policy of isola- 

j tion and neutrality. The la tte r  policy held sway. When 

! world events gave evidence of impending war, Congress,

: instead of the President, seized the initiative in deter

mining policy calculated to prevent United States involve-
I
ment. Because of disappointments as to achievements of 

World War I and because of fallacious assumptions as to 

: why the United States entered that war, the neutrality 

legislation of 1935 was accepted as the means of preven- 

: ting involvement in another war.

Legion leadership warned that those who practiced 

the theory of splendid isolation were 11 smoking the opium 

of self-deception** and would awaken some day to l*a night

mare of tragic re a l i ty .n These warnings were ignored, 

and the government1 s policy of neutrality was supported 

by the rank and f ile  of legionnaires. The Legion insisted 

upon the neutrality legislation being enforced in specific
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c a s e s  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a f f a i r s ,  b u t  i t  s o o n  b e c a m e  e v i d e n t  

t o  t h e  L e g i o n  t h a t  n o  b l u e p r i n t  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  i n  A m e r i c a n  

f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  c o u l d  b e  a c c u r a t e l y  c h a r t e d  a n d  t h a t  g r e a t  

s e g m e n t s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  w e r e  n o t  n e u t r a l  i n  t h e  w o r l d -  

s h a k i n g  e v e n t s  b e c a u s e  t h e  n e u t r a l i t y  l e g i s l a t i o n  a i d e d  

t h e  a g g r e s s o r s .  T h e  L e g i o n  i t s e l f  s h a r e d  t h i s  " b i a s e d  

b e l l i g e r e n c y "  i n  a d v o c a t i n g  t h e  s t o p p a g e  o f  s c r a p  i r o n  

s h i p m e n t s  t o  J a p a n ,  i n  a p p r o v i n g  a b r o g a t i n g  t h e  t r a d e  

t r e a t y  s i g n e d  w i t h  J a p a n  i n  1 9 1 1 ,  a n d  i n  e x p r e s s i n g  s y m 

p a t h y  w i t h  C h i n a  f o r  J a p a n e s e  a t t a c k s  u p o n  t h a t  c o u n t r y .

T h e  L e g i o n  o p p o s e d  l i f t i n g  t h e  a r m s  e m b a r g o  t o  a i d  S p a n i s h  

L o y a l i s t s  i n  1 9 3 8 ,  b u t  t o o k  n o  a c t i o n  i n  1 9 3 9  i n  t h e  4 4 -  

d a y  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  d e b a t e  w h e n  t h e  a r m s  e m b a r g o  w a s  l i f t e d .  

T h e  L e g i o n  o p p o s e d  g r a n t i n g  a  l o a n  t o  F i n l a n d  i n  1 9 4 0  f o r  

f e a r  i t  m i g h t  i n v o l v e  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n  w a r .  I n  t h i s  

t h e  L e g i o n  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  n e u t r a l i t y  l a w s ,  

b u t  i g n o r e d  t h e  n e u t r a l i t y  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  f a v o r  o f  n a t i o n a l  

d e f e n s e  a n d  n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y  i n  s u p p o r t i n g  l e n d - l e a s e  a i d  

t o  B r i t a i n .  B u t  w h e n  L e g i o n  l e a d e r s h i p  o p p o s e d  s e n d i n g  

l e n d - l e a s e  a i d  t o  R u s s i a ,  a g a i n  f o r  t h e  s e c o n d  t i m e  t h e  

r a n k  a n d  f i l e  o f  l e g i o n n a i r e s  d i s r e g a r d e d  t h e i r  l e a d e r s  

i n  v o t i n g  f o r  s u c h  a i d  t o  R u s s i a  a n d  c o m i n g  o u t  f o r  r e p e a l  

o f  t h e  n e u t r a l i t y  l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h e  L e g i o n *  s  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  

t h e  L u d l o w  A m e n d m e n t  w a s  b a s e d  o n  t h e  g r o u n d s  t h a t  I t  

w o u l d  h a v e  m e a n t  a  m a j o r  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  t h e o r y  a n d  p r a c t i c e  

o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  g o v e r n m e n t  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  t h a t
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|!
j S-ggression would have "been permitted in the western hemis- 

I phere, contrary to the accepted interpretation of the 

iMonroe Doctrine.

In general, the Legion was in accord with the policies 

,  o f  the United States in supporting and abandoning neutra

l i ty .  World-shaking events and the impossibility to cope 

|with them under the neutrality legislation gradually

! c h a n g e d  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  p o l i c y ,  a n d  t h a t  o f  t h e  L e g i o n ,
i

jaway from neutrality.

j A l t h o u g h  v e r y  e a r l y  i n  i t s  c a r e e r ,  t h e  L e g i o n ,  i n  1 9 2 3 ,
i
I s t a t e d  i t s  o w n  g o o d  n e i g h b o r  p o l i c y  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  w e s t e r nl
' h e m i s p h e r e  n a t i o n s ,  n o t h i n g  w a s  d o n e  t o  i m p l e m e n t  t h e  p o l i c y
i

T e n  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  i n  1 9 3 3 ,  P r e s i d e n t  R o o s e v e l t  s t a t e d  t h e  

G o o d  N e i g h b o r  p o l i c y  o f  h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  W h e n  i t  h a d  

b e e n  i n  e f f e c t  e x a c t l y  e i g h t  y e a r s ,  a n d  w h e n  t h e  L e g i o n  

h a d  b e e n  i n v i t e d  b y  J o s e p h u s  D a n i e l s ,  t h e  A m b a s s a d o r  o f  

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t o  M e x i c o ,  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h i s  p o l i c y ,

; t h e  L e g i o n  o f f i c i a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d  a n d  a p p r o v e d  o f  t h e  p o l i c y ,  

j T h e  L e g i o n ' s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h i s  p o l i c y — i t s  I n t e r - A m e r i 

c a n  A f f a i r s  p r o g r a m - - b e g a n  i n  1 9 4 3 .  I t s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n
I

w a s  e n t h u s i a s t i c  a n d  w h o l e h e a r t e d .  T h e  L e g i o n  a l o n g  w i t h  

i j m a n y  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  t l  c o u n t r i e s  o f  t h e  

w e s t e r n  h e m i s p h e r e ,  c o o p e r a t e d  t o  m a k e  t h e  p o l i c y  e f f e c 

t i v e .  T h i s  i s  e v i d e n t  i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  A x r s  p r o p a g a n d a  

I n  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  w a s .  c o u n t e r a c t e d ,  t w e l v e  o f  t h e  c o u n 

t r i e s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  w a r *  t h e y  s u p p l i e d  r a w  m a t e r i a l s
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for the war effort, they granted a ir , military and naval 

"bases, and their contributions brougfcfc the war to a success

f u l  conclusion much sooner than might have been possible 

|j othe rwise.

The Legion began i t s  career with peace as i ts  goal 

and international cooperation as the means of achieving 

. i t  because i t  had appraised correctly some of the in ter

national forces and the role the United States should play 

in international affairs# I t  became isolationist partly
j ;

■because of the obstructionists in the United States Senate
j !

who did not permit the League of Nations and V/orld Court 

Treaties to be ratified; partly because of i ts  interpre

tation of Washington*s farewell address in reference to 

ientangling alliances; and partly because the Legion is 

loyal to the government of the United States and its  poli

cies. Although the Legion never gave up i ts  goal of peace,

i ts  support of the neutrality legislation and the various 

jbills to take the profits out of war did not achieve the 

goal desired. Since V/orld War II the Legion has been 

Supporting international cooperation but has also urged 

I the United States to play a strong part because the United 

^States cannot secede from the v/orld. The Legion holds 

that the United States can d rif t into war by following

a do-nothing or negative policy as in the neutrality legis

lation, but to attain peace the Legion advocates positive, 

planned, in telligent, cooperative action with the other
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p e a c e - l o v i n g  a n d  f r e e d o m - l o v i n g  n a t i o n s .  H e r e  t h e  L e g i o n  

d r a w s  t h e  l i n e  a g a i n s t  S o v i e t  R u s s i a ,  f o r  t h a t  c o u n t r y  

d o e s  n o t  m e e t  t h e s e  t w o  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  c o o p e r a t i o n .  F u r t h e r -  

j i T i o r e ,  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  R u s s i a  w i t h  h e r  a n n o u n c e d  g o a l s  o f

I w o r l d  c o n q u e s t  a n d  w o r l d  d o m i n a t i o n  i s  i m p o s s i b l e .  T h e r e -\\
| f o r e ,  a l l  p o l i c i e s  o f  t h e  L e g i o n  a r e  d e s i g n e d  t o  a t t a c k  

' ’ e v e r y w h e r e  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  C o m m u n i s m  a n d  t o  h e l p  c r e a t e  a  

f i r m e r  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  p e a c e  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a m o n g  l i b e r t y -
i f

j !  1  o v i n g  p e  o p l e  s  •  ”
| t

|  I n  I t s  e f f o r t s  t o  f o r m u l a t e  a n d  i m p l e m e n t  A m e r i c a n

f o r e i g n  p o l i c y ,  t h e  L e g i o n  a d v o c a t e s  p r o g r a m s  d e s i g n e d  t o  

|  e s t a b l i s h  p r o s p e r o u s  e c o n o m i e s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  i n  

t h e  f r e e d o m - l o v i n g  n a t i o n s  a n d  t o  s a f e g u a r d  t h e s e  n a t i o n s  

m i l i t a r i l y  a n d  p o l i t i c a l l y .  T h e  p r o g r a m s  t h e  L e g i o n  f a v o r s
J

i f  o r  e c o n o m i c  - w e l l - b e i n g  a r e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  r e c i p r o c a l  t r a d e  

a g r e e m e n t s ,  M a r s h a l l  P l a n  a i d ,  P r e s i d e n t  T r u m a n ’ s  P o i n t

; ; F o u r  a n d  l o a n s  t o  u n d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t r i e s .  T h e  p r o g r a m s
Ii

d e s i g n e d  f o r  m i l i t a r y  s e c u r i t y  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  

I t h e  f r e e d o m - l o v i n g  c o u n t r i e s  a r e  t h e  T r u m a n  D o c t r i n e  i n

I r e f e r e n c e  t o  G r e e c e  a n d  T u r k e y ,  t h e  n o r t h  A t l a n t i c  M i l i -
i

! t a r y  A l l i a n c e ,  t h e  R i o  P a c t  f o r  t h e  w e s t e r n  h e m i s p h e r e ,  

j l  a  P a c i f i c  P a c t  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  N o r t h  A t l a n t i c  M i l i t a r y  

A l l i a n c e ,  t o  i n c l u d e  F o r m o s a  I n  t h e  w e s t e r n  d e f e n s e  l i n e  

o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  t o  w i t h h o l d  a t o m i c  b o m b  s e c r e t s  

f r o m  R u s s i a  a n d  h e r  s a t e l l i t e s ,  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  m i l i 

t a r y  d e f e n s e s  o f  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e
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j U n i t e d  N a t i o n ’ s  d e f e n s e  o f  K o r e a .  F o r  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  

t h e  L e g i o n  w o u l d  d e c l a r e  R u s s i a  t o  " b e  t h e  e n e m y  o f  p e a c e - -  

a n  a g g r e s s o r  n a t i o n  t h a t  s h o u l d  b e  o u s t e d  f r o m  t h e  U n i t e d

i N a t i o n s .j
I T h e  f e a r  o f  R u s s i a - - t h e  R u s s i a n  t h r e a t  t o  f r e e d o m -

l o v i n g  n a t i o n s  a n d  t o  p e a c e — i s  t h e  m a i n  m o t i v a t i n g  f o r c e
i t

| b e h i n d  t h e  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  a d v o c a t e d  b y  t h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n .
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W H A T  I S  T E L  L L G I O N ?

W e  o f  a n o t h e r  w a r  s o m e t i m e s  a r e  a s k e d :  r , W h a t  i s  t h e  

A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n * 1 ?  T h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  i s  n o t  a  c l u b ,

I a l t h o u g h  i t  o f f e r s  t h e  f e l l o w s h i p  o f  c o m r a d e s  i n  a r m s .  T h e
l|
i i

|  L e g i o n  i s  a  s e r v i c e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I t  I s  t h e  t r u s t e e  o f  a  

■j s a c r e d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d  p o w e r .  T h e  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  o f  t h i s  

jj  t r u s t  o w n  t h e  L e g i o n .  I t  b e l o n g s  t o  t h o s e  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  

j | w h o  b e a r  o n  t h e i r  b o d i e s  a n d  m i n d s  t h e  m a r k s  o f  t h e  p r i c e  

■ t h e y  h a v e  p a i d  f o r  l o v e  o f  c o u n t r y  . . . .  I t  b e l o n g s  t o  

t h o s e  s o n s  a n d  d a u g h t e r s  o f  o u r s  w h o  y e t  s e r v e  A m e r i c a  i n  

t h e  f a r - f l u n g  s p a c e s  o f  t h e  w o r l d .  I t  b e l o n g s  t o  e v e r y

■ m a n  a n d  w o m a n  o f  A m e r i c a  w h o  h a s  h o n o r a b l y  s e r v e d  h i s'!
i j

n a t i o n  i n  t h e  a r m e d  f o r c e s .  W h i l e  i t  s e r v e s  i t s  m e m b e r -  

■ i  s h i p  a n d  t h o s e  w h o  w e r e  o f  t h e  a r m e d  f o r c e s ,  i t  a l s o  h a s
;i _

a  p r i m a r y  c o n c e r n  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  A m e r i c a ,  i t  h a s  o f f e r e d  

i |  a n d  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  o f f e r  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  t h o s e  c a u s e s  t h a t  

! ; p r o m o t e  t h e  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  t h e  n a t i o n .  I t  s e e k s  t h e  c o o p e r 

a t i o n  a n d  h e l p  o f  e v e r y  c i t i z e n .  I t  b e l o n g s  t o  t h e  n a t i o n .

T h o s e  w h o  o w n  I t  a r e  t h e  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  o f  i t s  s e r v i c e  a n d  

, i t s  s t r e n g t h .  T h r o u g h  I t  w e  w h o  s e r v e d  A m e r i c a  i n  t i m e s  

I o f  w a r  c o n t i n u e  t o  s e r v e  i t  a n d  e a c h  o t h e r  i n  t i m e  o f  p e a c e

1 .  C h i e f  J u s t i c e  R o b e r t  G r .  S i m m o n s ,  S u p r e m e  C o u r t ,  
S t a t e  o f  N e b r a s k a .  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  R e c o r d ,  7 9 t h  C o n g r e s s ,  
2 n d  S e s s i o n ,  V o l .  9 2 ,  p a r t  £ ? ,  1 9 4 6 ,  p .  1 1 8 2 .
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i R e p o r t  o f 1  a  b o y  a t t e n d i n g  B o y s *  S t a t e ;

A 1  t h o u g h  X  h a d  h a d  h i s t o r y  a n d  c i v i c s  c o u r s e s  i n  m y
|
| c l a s s e s  a t  s c h o o l ,  I  h a d  n e v e r  r e a l i z e d  f u l l y  t h e  w o n d e r -

h  f u l  w o r k i n g s  o f  o u r  A m e r i c a n  d e m o c r a c y  u n t i l  i n  t h e  s h o r t
. i

| s p a c e  o f  a  c o u p l e  o f  w e e k s  I  h a d  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  a t t e n -
i
j d i n g  B o y s *  S t a t e  a n d  t h e  B o y s 1  F o r u m  o f  N a t i o n a l  G o v e r n -  

|  m e n t  i n  W a s h i n g t o n ,  b o t h  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  p r o j e c t s *  L i k e  

! m a n y  o t h e r  b o y s  w h o  a t t e n d e d  t h e s e  f o r u m s - i n - d e m o c r a c y  X  

|  w e n t  t h r o u g h  t h e  m o t i o n s  o f  d o i n g  t h e  w o r k  o f  a  p u b l i c
i
! o f f i c i a l ,  g e t t i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  m y  d u t i e s  f r o m
J

! t h e  m a n  w h o  d i d  t h e  w o r k  e v e r y  d a y .  T h u s  e a c h  o f  u s  w a s  

a t  s o m e  t i m e  i n  t h e  d r i v e r 1 s  s e a t ,  a n d  X  a m  s u r e  t h a t
i

: w h a t  we l e a r n e d  w i l l  h e l p  o u r  f e l l o w  A m e r ic a n s  a s  w e l l  

a s  u s*

A t  B o y s 1  S t a t e  w e  h a d  a  f u l l  w e e k - - a  t i m e  a l l  t o o  

: s h o r t .  W e  d u g  i n t o  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l s  o f  p r a c t i c a l  g o v e r n 

m e n t  i n  a  p r a c t i c a l  w a y ,  l e a r n i n g  t h e  A m e r i c a n  s y s t e m  

' f r o m  i t s  b e g i n n i n g  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  u p  t h r o u g h  s u c 

c e s s i v e  s t a g e s  t o  t h e  c o m p l e t e  s t a t e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  T h e  

B o y s 1  F o r u m  o f  N a t i o n a l  G o v e r n m e n t ,  a l s o  i n  s e s s i o n  f o r  a  

| w e e k ,  g a v e  u s  t h e  n a t i o n a l  p i c t u r e .  T h e  h u n d r e d  b o y s  w h o  

I m a d e  t h e  t r i p  t o  W a s h i n g t o n  h a d  a  d o w n - t o - e a r t h  c o u r s e  

: i n  c i v i c s  t h a t  w i l l  p a y  d i v i d e n d s  t o  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t y ,

s t a t e  a n d  t h e  n a t i o n .

L i k e  a g r e a t  m any o t h e r  h i g h  s c h o o l  s u t a e n t s  X  knew  

1 i n  o n l y  a v e r y  g e n e r a l  way a b o u t  th e  A m e r ic a n  L e g i o n ’ s
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i n t e r e s t  i n  y o u t h ,  t r a i n i n g  a n d  e d u c a t i o n .  I  h a d  e a r n e d  a n  

B a g l e  S c o u t 1  s  b a d g e  i n  a  B o y  S c o u t  T r o o p  s p o n s o r e d  b y  a  

L e g i o n  p o s t  i n  m y  h o m e  t o w n .  B u t  p e r h a p s  l i k e  a  n u m b e r  

o f  o t h e r s  I  h a d  t h o u g h t  o f  B o y s 1  S t a t e  a s  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  

■ a  S c o u t  s u m m e r  c a m p .  B e f o r e  e n r o l l m e n t  w a s  c o m p l e t e d ,  I
i !

j l  k n e w  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  s o m e t h i n g  d i f f e r e n t .

I A t  B o y s ’  S t a t e  X  m e t  a  s e l e c t e d  g r o u p  o f  h i g h  s c h o o l

: s t u d e n t s  o f  t h e  j u n i o r  a n d  s e n i o r  c l a s s e s  w h o  c a m e  f r o m  

j e v e r y  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  T h e s e  b o y s  h a d  b e e n  s e l e c t e d  o n  

j ;  t h e  b a s i s  o f  l e a d e r s h i p ,  s c h o l a r s h i p ,  o r  o t h e r  v a l u e s .  

j |  / u e  w e r e  i n  v e r y  s h o r t  o r d e r  a s s i g n e d  t o  t w o  s i m u l a t e d
ii
i j  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  —  t h e  N a t i o n a l  a n d  t h e  F e d e r a l — a n d  w e r e
jl

! t h e n  t o l d  t o  s e t  a b o u t  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  a  c o m p l e t e  

! s y s t e m  o f  g o v e r n m e n t ,  b e g i n n i n g  a t  t h e  v e r y  b o t t o m .  I  

j l  l e a r n e d  t h e n  t h a t  t h i s  m e t h o d  i s  u s e d  i n  a l l  t h e  f o r t y -  

i t w o  B o y s ’  S t a t e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  L e g i o n  i n  a s  m a n y  

i j  s t a t e s  o f  t h e  U n i o n .  I  c a m e  t o  k n o w  a l s o  t h a t  w h i l e  t h e
, 5

5 u l t i m a t e  a i m  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  g o v e r n m e n t  i s  t h e  s a m e  i n
i

j j  a l l  t h e  f o r t y - e i g h t  s t a t e s ,  t h e r e  i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  s o m e  s l i g h t

j v a r i a n c e  i n  f o r m s  a n d  p r o c e d u r e  a m o n g  t h e  s e v e r a l  u n i t s .
!;

I X  h a d  r e a d  s o m e w h e r e  t h a t  t h e  B o y s *  S t a t e  p r o j e c t  w a s

j l  o p e r a t e d  a s  a  s o r t  o f  j u n i o r  l a b o r a t o r y  o ±  c i v i l  g o v e r n 

m e n t  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  . a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  d a y  o r  s o  a n d  

. a f t e r  a  c l o s e  p e r s o n a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  p a r t y  c o n v e n -  

1 t i o n s ,  t h e  c a u c u s e s ,  t h e  e l e c t i o n s ,  a n d  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  

: w o r k  o f  g e t t i n g  a  g o v e r n m e n t a l  u n i t  i n  w o r k a b l e  s h a p e  i t
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I d a w n e d  o n  m e  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  n o t  r e a l l y  a n  o v e r s t a t e m e n t *  

j  T h a t  i s  e x a c t l y  w h a t  t h e  B o y s *  S t a t e  i s  p l a n n e d  t o  h e ,  

a n d  w h a t  i t  a c t u a l l y  i s  a s  w e  w o r k e d  i t  o u t  t h r o u g h  t h a t  

j B u s y  w e e k .  M y  s i n g l e  c r i t i c i s m  i s  n o t  b a s e d  o n  t h e  p l a n  

j i t s e l f  o r  w h a t  i t  a t t e m p t s  t o  d o ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e  t i m e  g i v e n  

j t h e  c i t i z e n s  t o  o r g a n i z e  t h e i r  l o c a l  a n d  c o u n t y  g o v e r n -  

! m e n t s ,  a n d  f i n a l l y  t h e i r  m y t h i c a l  f o r t y - n i n t h  s t a t e ,  i s  

i  n o t  l o n g  e n o u g h *
'i
:j  T h e  p l a n  o f  o p e r a t i o n ,  p e r h a p s ,  c a n  b e  b e t t e r  u n d e r -

jj  s t o o d  b y  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  r e a d  o f  i t  o n l y  a s  a  ^ L e g i o n  p r o -

■ g r a m , f  b y  t e l l i n g  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  w h a t  w e  d i d  a n d  h o w  w e
|
[ w o r k e d .  T h e  w o r k i n g  h o u r s  w e r e  b r o k e n  b y  p l a n  a n d  c o m p e -
j|

s|  t i t i v e  s p o r t s - - b a s k e t b a l l  a n d  s o f t b a l l ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e - - a n d
ij
■ e a c h  d a y  w e  h a d  a  d r i l l  a n d  p a r a d e .  A n d  t h e r e  w e r e  j o k e s
j l

a n d  p r a n k s  t o  l i g h t e n  t h e  h o u r s ,  

i E a c h  c i t i z e n  w a s  a s s i g n e d  t o  o n e  o f  t h e  s i m u l a t e d

! |  c i t i e s  a n d  g i v e n  a  p l a c e  i n  a  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y .  T o  b e t t e r  

, |  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  i d e a  o f  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  c i t i z e n r y ,  n e i t h e r  

| i  p a r t y  w a s  g i v e n  a  n u m e r i c a l  a d v a n t a g e — a n d  t h a t  m a d e  f o r  

s o m e  h o t  p o l i t i c a l  c a m p a i g n i n g ,  a  l o t  o f  s i l v e r - t o n g u e d  

i j o r a t o r y ,  a n d  m u c h  c l e v e r  p o l i t i c a l  m a n e u v e r i n g  a s  e a c h
il
i e v e n l y  b a l a n c e d  p a r t y  m a d e  i t s  s u p r e m e  e f f o r t  t o  w i n  

e n o u g h  v o t e s  f r o m  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  c a r r y  t h e  e l e c t i o n .

T h e  f i r s t  e l e c t i o n s  w e r e  f o r  c i t y  o f f i c e s ,  p r o -  

. g r e s s i n g  f r o m  t h e  c i t y  t o  c o u n t y  a n d  s t a t e .  X  w a s  f o r 

t u n a t e  e n o u g h ,  a s  a  F e d e r a l i s t ,  t o  b e  e l e c t e d  t o  b o t h  c i t y
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a n d  c o u n t y  o f f i c e s ,  b u t  p a s s e d  t h e s e  o f f i c e s  o n  t o  o t h e r s  

j w h e n  I  w a s  e l e c t e d  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  —  t h e  o n l y  m e m b e r  o f  

m y  s i m u l a t e d  p a r t y  t o  w e a t h e r  t h e  o n s l a u g h t  o f  t h e  N a t i o n 

a l i s t s  •  .  .  .  T h e  f i n a l  n i g h t  f o r  c a m p a i g n  s p e e c h e s  

| b e f o r e  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  s t a t e  o f f i c e r s  w a s  t h e  m o s t  e x -
ji
u  c i t i n g  a n d  e v e n t f u l  o f  t h e  w e e k .  I t  w a s  t h e  c l i m a x  t o
, j

i a l l  o u r  e f f o r t s ,  a n d  w e  w e r e  a l l  w o r k e d  u p  t o  a  h i g h  p i t c h  

o f  e x c i t e m e n t .  A  s t a t e  e l e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  a c t u a l  o f f i c e s
ii

: a t  s t a k e  c o u l d  h a r d l y  h a v e  b e e n  m o r e  e x h i l e r a t i n g  o r  i n -
11

[ s p i r i n g  t o  a  s i m i l a r  g r o u p  o f  q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s ,  

i j  I n s t r u c t i o n  I n  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  d u t i e s  o f  t h e  s e v e r a l
i i

j  o f f i c e s  i n  t h e  l o c a l  a n d  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t s  w a s  g i v e n  b y  

I m e n  q u a l i f i e d  t o  s p e a k  b e c a u s e ,  f o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t ,  t h a t  

j i n s t r u c t i o n  w a s  g i v e n  b y  t h e  m e n  w h o  a c t u a l l y  h e l d  t h e
|l
I .

; h i g h  o f f i c e s .

I O n  a  t o u r  t h r o u g h  t h e  n e r v e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  r e a l  s t a t e

I g o v e r n m e n t  I  w a s  t a k e n  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e ,  

■ a n d  t h e r e  a s  a  b e g i n n i n g  f i l l i n g  a  s i m u l a t e d  o f f i c e  I  w a s  

i n d u c t e d  i n t o  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  b y  t h e  

! S e c r e t a r y  h i m s e l f .  T h a t  n i g h t  s i m u l a t e d  s e s s i o n s  o f  t h e
I
i S e n a t e  a n d  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  w e r e  h e l d  i n  t h e  l e g i s -

: !

! | l a t i v e  h a l l s  d i r e c t l y  u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  m e n  e x p e r 

i e n c e d  i n  l e g i s l a t i v e  p r o c e d u r e .  T h e  B o y s 1  S t a t e  j u d i c i a l  

! s y s t e m  w a s  c o m p l e t e d  f r o m  p o l i c e  t o  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t .

A s i d e  f r o m  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  v a l u e s  a n d  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  

' k n o w l e d g e  o f  h o w  w e  k e e p  o u r  g o v e r n m e n t  g o i n g ,  o f  e q u a l
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i m p o r t a n c e  w a s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t h e  s i m u l a t e d  s t a t e  g a v e  

t o  m e e t  b o y s  f r o m  a l l  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  s t a t e *  i h e r e  w e  

l e a r n e d  o t h e r  l e s s o n s  i n  w h a t  m i g h t  b e  c a l l e d  h u m a n  r e l a -  

j t i o n s ,  i n  g o o d  s p o r t s m a n s h i p ,  i n  g e t t i n g  a l o n g  w i t h  p e o p l e ,  

I o f  c a r i n g  f o r  o u r s e l v e s  i n  a  s c h o o l  o f  g i v e  a n d  t a k e ,  a n d  

i n  d e v e l o p i n g  s u c h  t a l e n t s  o f  l e a d e r s h i p  t h a t  w e  m i g h t  

j  p o s s e s s *  T h e  l a s t i n g  f r i e n d s h i p s  m a d e  t h e r e  w i l l  h e l p  

| | u s  a l l  t o  a  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  o u r  f e l l o w s  a n d  t h e i r  

|  p r o b l e m s ,  w h e t h e r  i t  b e  i n  s c h o o l ,  o n  t h e  p l a y i n g  f i e l d s ,  

j  o r  i n  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  r e a l  l i f e  a f t e r  w e  r e a c h  m a t u r i t y *

| T h e  N a t i o n a l  B o y s 1  F o r u m  i s  b u t  a n  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e
ii

| i d e a  o f  t h e  B o y s 1  S t a t e  a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l ,  b u t  i s
■!

! m o r e  l i m i t e d  a n d  m o r e  r e s t r i c t e d  i n  a t t e n d a n c e  b e c a u s eit!j
i ;  o f  t h e  l o n g  d i s t a n c e s  m o s t  o f  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  m u s t  t r a v e l
i1
i!| !  t o  r e a c h  W a s h i n g t o n  . . . .

Ii T h e  s c h e d u l e  o f  o n e  w e e k  w a s  a  c r o w d e d  o n e ,  w i t hi
i i  p r e l i m i n a r y  c a u c u s e s  a n d  e l e c t i o n s  i n  o r d e r  t o  c o m p l e t e

I j  a  n a t i o n a l  g o v e r n m e n t  c o m p a r a b l e  t o  t h e  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  

! t h e  d e l e g a t e s  h a d  j u s t  h e l p e d  t o  o r g a n i z e .  T h i s  w o r k  o u t

' !  o f  t h e  w a y ,  w e  w e r e  t a k e n  o n  t o u r s  t o  e v e r y  d e p a r t m e n t  o f
j l
i j  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  m e t  t h e  h e a d s  o f  e a c h  d e p a r t m e n t  a n d  

j  t h r o u g h  i n f o r m a l  i n t e r v i e w s  l e a r n e d  h o w  e a c h  o n e  f u n c -  

! t i o n e d ,  a n d  h o w  t h a t  d i v i s i o n  w a s  i n t e r l o c k e d  i n  i h e  g e n -
j

. e r a l  p a t t e r n  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  u V e  w e r e  i n t r o -
ji

s d u c e d  t o  a n d  w e r e  a d d r e s s e d  b y  p r e s i d e n t  T r u m a n ,  S e c r e 

t a r y  o f  S t a t e  M a r s h a l l ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  A n d e r s o n ,
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b e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  K r u g ,  G e n e r a l  V a n d e r g r i f t ,  A d 

m i r a l  L i m i t z ,  w o r l d  f a m o u s  f o r e i g n  c o r r e s p o n d e n t s  a n d  

i r a d i o  n e w s  a n a l y s t s ,  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r s  . . . .I
| l h a t  e a c h  o n e  w h o  a t t e n d e d  B o y s '  S t a t e  a n d  t h e
i!
i j h a t i o n a l  B o y ' s  F o r u m  o f  N a t i o n a l  g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  m e a s u r -
i
| a b l y  h e l p e d  i n  m a n y  w a y s  n e e d  n o t  h e  r e p e a t e d .  S o m e  o f  

| u s - - I  c a n  s p e a k  f o r  m y s e l f - - h a v e  a  q u i c k e n e d  i n t e r e s t  i n  

s t a t e ,  n a t i o n a l  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a f f a i r s  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  

s o m e  o f  t h e  l e s s o n s  a n d  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  . . . .  I  c a n n o t
ii \\

i e x p r e s s  i n  w o r d s  m y  g r a t i t u d e  t o  t h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  f o r
II
" g i v i n g  m e  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  b e t t e r  t o  a c q u a i n t  m y s e l f  w i t h
.j

: t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  m y  s t a t e  a n d  n a t i o n ,  t h e r e b y  e q u i p p i n g  

rme t o  b e  a  b e t t e r  c i t i z e n  a n d  t o  t a k e  m y  r i g h t f u l  p l a c e  

I n  s o c i e t y *  I t  w i l l  h e l p  m e  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o w a r d  i m 

p r o v i n g  o u r  n a t i o n a l  a n d  w o r l d  c o n d i t i o n s .  T h e n ,  I  

l e a r n e d  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  m o r e  f u l l y  t h e  h o n o r ,  a s  w e l l  a s

t h e  d u t y  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  o f  b e i n g  a n  A m e r i c a n  c i t i -  
1■ z e n .

T e x t  o f  a  t e l e g r a m  s e n t  b y  P a u l  V .  M c H u t t ,  J u l y  2 4 ,  
1 9 2 9 ,  t o  P r e s i d e n t  h o o v e r ,  p r o t e s t i n g  t h e  s u s p e n s i o n  
o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  n i n e  o f  t h e  1 5  c r u i s e r s  p r o v i d e d  

f o r  b y  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  a c t i o n  i n  1 9 2 8 :

i T h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  r e s p e c t f u l l y  p r o t e s t s  a g a i n s t
a n y  a c t i o n  b y  t h e  C h i e f  e x e c u t i v e  w h i c h  w i l l  p r e v e n t  i n  
a n y  w a y  t h e  r e g a i n i n g  b y  A m e r i c a  o f  o u r  l o s t  n a v a l  p a r i t y

1 .  D a n  M a t h e s ,  J r . ,  “ l o u r  C a n d i d a t e s  i n  , 6 8 , ,  i n  
A r n e r i c a n  L e g i o n  M a g a z i n e ,  J u n e ,  1 9 4 8 ,  p p *  2 4 - 2 5  a n d  3 4 .
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with Great Britain*

O u r  l o s t  p a r i t y  c a n  " b e  r e g a i n e d  B y  o n l y  t w o  m e t h o d s  
w h i c h  a r e  c o n t i n u e d  c r u i s e r  b u i l d i n g  b y  A m e r i c a  o r  e x 
t e n d e d  c r u i s e r  s c r a p p i n g  b y  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  o r  b y  a  c o m b i n 
a t i o n  o f  t h r e e  m e t h o d s *

l!
j !

I ^  S h o u l d  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  d e f i n i t e l y  a b a n d o n  c o m p l e t i o n  
o f  t h e  t w o  c r u i s e r s  S u r r e y  a n d  N o r t h u m b e r l a n d  w h i c h  P r i m e  

M i n i s t e r  M a c D o n a l d  h a s  a n n o u n c e d  w o r k  w i l l  b e  s u s p e n d e d  
j u p o n ,  a n d  s h o u l d  a l l  o f  o u r  f i f t e e n  c r u i s e r s  a u t h o r i z e d  
' l a s t  w i n t e r  b e  c o m p l e t e d ,  A m e r i c a  w o u l d  s t i l l  b e  7 5 , 0 0 0  

t o n s  i n f e r i o r  t o  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  i n  c r u i s e r  t o n n a g e .

j |  X t  w o u l d  s e e m  t h e r e f o r e  t h a t  a  d r a s t i c  s c r a p p i n g
i j  p r o g r a m  o f  B r i t i s h  c r u i s e r s  s h o u l d  b e  i n a u g u r a t e d  a s  
i:p r o o f  t h a t  t h e y  c o n c e d e  u s  a c t u a l  c r u i s e r  p a r i t y  b e f o r e  
; i A m e r i c a  s u s p e n d s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o n  o u r  c r u i s e r  p r o g r a m  

j w h i c h ,  i f  f u l f i l l e d ,  w i l l  s t i l l  f a i l  t o  a c h i e v e  u s  c r u i s e r  
p a r i t y  w i t h  G r e a t  B r i t a i n .

;j T h e  L e g i o n  i s  n o t  q u e s t i o n i n g  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h e
! ; a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  C h i e f  E x e c u t i v e  t o  s u s p e n d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

I o n  t h r e e  o f  t h e  f i v e  c r u i s e r s  w h i c h  t h e  C o n g r e s s  a u t h o r 
i z e d  s h o u l d  b e  u n d e r t a k e n  d u r i n g  t h e  f i s c a l  y e a r  w h i c h  

e n d e d  J u n e  3 0  l a s t ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a s  n o t  
; b e c o m e  s i g n a t o r y  t o  a n y  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a g r e e m e n t  f o r  t h e  

| ! f u r t h e r  l i m i t a t i o n  o f  n a v a l  a r m a m e n t .

T h e  L e g i o n  h a s  u n i f o r m l y  s t o o d  a n d  s t i l l  s t a n d s  f o r  
j m o v e m e n t s  w h i c h  w i l l  m a k e  p e r m a n e n t  p e a c e  m o r e  c e r t a i n  
' a n d  a s s u r e  a  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  b e t w e e n  n a t i o n s ,  b u t  

w e  w o u l d ,  h o w e v e r ,  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e m i n d  t h e  C h i e f  E x e c u 
t i v e  o f  t h e  o n e - s i d e d  s a c r i f i c e s  w h i c h  r e s u l t e d  f r o m  

A m e r i c a ’ s  z e a l  f o r  p e a c e  a t  t h e  W a s h i n g t o n  C o n f e r e n c e ,
! w h e n  o u r  s c r a p  o i n g  o f  t h e  m o s t  m o d e r n  b a t t l e  f l e e t  i n  

i j  t h e  w o r l d  l e d  t o  o u r  p r e s e n t  c r u i s e r  i n f e r i o r i t y  a n d  t h e  
I l o s s  o f  o u r  f o r m e r  n a v a l  p a r i t y . 1

P r e s i d e n t  H o o v e r ’ s  r e p l y  t o  P a u l  V  •  M c N u t t ,  N a t i o n a l  
C o m m a n d e r  o f  T h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n ,  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  

s u s p e n s i o n  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  n i n e  c r u i s e r s ;
J u l y  3 0 ,  1 9 2 9 :

I  a m  g l a d  t o  h a v e  y o u r  a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  t h e  A m e ric a n  
L e g i o n  s u p p o r t s  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  p a r i t y  f o r  o u r  n a v y  w i t h

1 .  Annual  R e p o r t s ,  1 9 2 9 ,  p .  1 4 5 .
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^  S  O r e a t  B r i t a i n .  T h i s  p r i n c i p l e  i s  e n u n c i a t e d  b y
I O f  f n a V ?  a u t h o r i t i e s  a s  a  c o m p l e t e  d e f e n s e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  

a  e s  m  a n y  c o n t i n g e n c y  a n d  d e f e n s e  i s  a l l  t h a t  w e  s e e k .

j i h e  f i r s t  s t e p  o f  t h e  r e n e w e d  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  r e d u c 
t i o n  o f ^ t h e  e x c e s s i v e  w o r l d  n a v a l  a r m a m e n t  h a s  b e e n  a c c e p -  

j t a n c e  01  t h a t  p r i n c i p l e  a s  a  p r e l i m i n a r y  t o  d i s c u s s i o n  
! b e t w e e n  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  a n d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  T h i s  i s  a  
| f o r w a r d  s t e p  o f  t h e  f i r s t  i m p o r t a n c e .
j
| i  I t  s e e m s  t o  m e  t h a t  e v e r y  p e r s o n  o f  c o m m o n  s e n s e
i j  w i l l  a g r e e  t h a t  i t  i s  f a r  b e t t e r  t o  a t  l e a s t  t r y  t o  
, !  e  s  o a b l i s h  s u c h  a  r e l a t i o n  b y  a g r e e m e n t  b e f o r e  w e  r e s i g n  
i i  o u r s e l v e s  t o  c o n t i n u e d  a t t e m p t s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  i t  b y  r i v a l  
i ;  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o g r a m s  o n  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  A t l a n t i c .  W e  
j n e e d  n o t ^ d i s g u i s e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  ( a s i d e  f r o m  t h e  c a p i t a l  
j s h i p  l i m i t a t i o n s  u n d e r  t h e  W a s h i n g t o n  T r e a t y )  c o m p e t i t i v e  
j b u i l d i n g  h a s  b e e n  I n  p r o g r e s s  o n  b o t h  s i d e s  s i n c e  t h e  
i G r e a t  W a r ,  a n d  w e  h a v e  a r r i v e d  o n l y  a t  d i s p a r i t y ,  n o t  
'I p a r i t y .  I t  c r e a t e s  b u r d e n s o m e  e x p e n d i t u r e ,  a  c o n s t a n t  
j |  e x p a n s  I o n  o f  n a v a l  s t r e n g t h  w e  c a n n o t  f a i l  t o  s t i m u l a t e  

j f e a r  a n d  i l l - w i l l  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  w o r l d  t o w a r d  
i j b o t h  o f  u s ,  a n d  t h u s  d e f e a t  t h e  v e r y  p u r p o s e s  w h i c h  y o u  
l i h a v e  s o  w e l l  e x p r e s s e d  a s  b e i n g  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  t h e  L e g i o n ,  

w h e n  y o u  s a y ,  ’ T h e  L e g i o n  s t a n d s  u n i f o r m l y  f o r  m o v e m e n t s  
j ; w h i c h  w i l l  m a k e  p e r m a n e n t  p e a c e  m o r e  c e r t a i n  a n d  a s s u r e  

b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  b e t v ^ e e n  n a t i o n s ’ .

I  f e a r  y o u  h a v e  b e e n  m i s i n f o r m e d  a s  t o  t h e  a c t u a l  
, p r o b l e m s  t h a t  l i e  b e f o r e  u s  i f  w e  a r e  t o  s u c c e e d  i n  s u c h  
: a  n e g o t i a t i o n ,  f o r  t h e y  a r e  f a r  m o r e  i n t r i c a t e  a n d  f a r  
j ’ m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  t h a n  c a n  b e  s o l v e d  b y  t h e  s i m p l e  f o r m u l a  

1 w h i c h  y o u  s u g g e s t .  B u t  I  f e e l  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  A m e r i c a n  
I j L e g i o n  w i l l  b e  s y m p a t h e t i c  w i t h  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  p a r i t y  b y  

' n e g o t i a t i o n  a n d  o f  r e d u c t i o n  a n d  l i m i t a t i o n  o f  a r m a m e n t  
! i n s t e a d  o f  c o m p e t i t i v e  b u i l d i n g ,  w i t h  i t s  c o n t i n u o u s  

e x p a n s i o n  a n d  a l l  i t s  t r a i n  o f  w o r l d  d a n g e r s .

X  am f u r t h e r  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  A m er ica n  L e g i o n  w i l l  
! j o i n  w i t h  m e  I n  e n d e a v o r i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a n d  c o - o p e r a t e  

j j w i t h  o t h e r s  i n  a n  a t m o s p h e r e  o f  g o o d - w i l l  a n d  s i n c e r i t y  
w i t h i n  w h i c h  t o  f i n d  s u c h  a  s o l u t i o n .

! ! W e  a n d  o t h e r  n a t i o n s  h a v e  e n t e r e d  i n t o  a  s o l e m n
c o v e n a n t  t h a t  w e  s h a l l  n o t  r e s o r t  t o  w a r  a s  a n  i n s t r u m e n t  

; o f  n a t i o n a l  p o l i c y ,  t h a t  w e  s h a l l  s e e k  L o  s e t t l e  d i s p u t e s  
b y  p a c i f i c  m e a n s  a n d  i f  w r e  a r e  h o n e s t  i n  t h i s  u n d e r t a k i n g  
i t  f o l l o w s  t h a t  e v e r y  e f f o r t  s h o u l d  b e  m a d e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  

; c o n f i d e n c e  I n  o u r  i n t e n t i o n s  a n d  t o  h o l d  o u r  p r e p a r e d n e s s  
p r o g r a m  s o l e l y  w i t h i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  e f f i c i e n t  d e f e n s e .  X
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| j  ^  c o r L ^ i d e n t  t h a t  t h e s e  p o l i c i e s  a r e  c o n s o n a n t  w i t h  t h e  
' i  m ? n 3 r ,i  ^ © d a - F a t i o n s  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  a n d  t h e  s e n t i m e n t  
j:  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  p e o p l e .  1

j  L e t t e r  o f  V i c e - C h a i r m a n  o f  t i e  N a t i o n a l  L e g i s l a t i v e
C o m m i t t e e  t o  U .  S .  S e n a t o r s  o n  t h e  G e n e v a  G a s  P r o 

t o c o l ,  J u n e  9 ,  1 9 2 5 :
j

! T h e  G e n e v a  G a s  P r o t o c o l  s h o u l d  " b e  r e j e c t e d .

. j  E v e n  i f  t h e  u s e  o f  g a s  w e r e  a t t e n d e d  b y  t h e  r e s u l t s
• a t  f i r s t  s u p p o s e d  w h e n  i t s  n o v e l t y  i n s p i r e d  n e w  t e r r o r s ,

^  e x p e r i e n c e  o u g h t  t o  w a r n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  t h a t  n o  w a r  w e a p o n  
! c a n  b e  o u t l a w e d  b y  t r e a t y  a n y  m o r e  t h a n  w a r  i t s e l f  c a n  b e .
: T h e  f u t i l i t y  o f  s u c h  a t t e m p t s  I s  d e m o n s t r a t e d  b y  t h e  s i n g l e  
| f a c t  t h a t  w h e n  w a r  c o m e s  t h e r e  i s  n o  a u t h o r i t y  o r  p o w e r  
| a n y w h e r e  t o  e n f o r c e  a  t r e a t y  o f  t h a t  k i n d .  A l l  w a r s  v i o -  

; j  l a t e  t r e a t i e s .  I f  t r e a t i e s  w e r e  e f f e c t i v e  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  
n o  w a r s .  W h e n  a  n a t i o n  d e t e r m i n e s  o n  w a r  o r  i s  f o r c e d  

' t o  a c c e p t  w a r  b y  t h e  a g g r e s s i o n  o f  a n o t h e r ,  i t  w i l l  u s e  
e v e r y  m e a n s  a n d  e v e r y  a r m  a v a i l a b l e  t o  a c h i e v e  i t s  o b j e c t .

; W h a t  i s  w a r  i n d e e d  b y  a n  a d m i s s i o n  t h a t  a l l  o t h e r  m e t h o d s  
, o f  c o n d u c t i n g  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s  h a v e  f a i l e d ?  F r o m  
j t h e  m o m e n t  t h e  f i r s t  g u n  I s  f i r e d  a l l  c i v i l  l a w s  g o  i n t o  
| s u s p e n s i o n .  S u r e l y  n o  f a c t  o f  h u m a n  h i s t o r y  h a s  b e e n  

m o r e  c l e a r l y  d e m o n s t r a t e d .

! T h e  G e n e v a  P r o t o c o l  s h o u l d  b e  r e j e c t e d .  A m e r i c a ’ s
j d e f e n s e  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  h a z a r d e d  b y  a  b o n d  w h i c h  t h i s  c o u n 

t r y  m i g h t  b e  t h e  o n l y  o n e  t o  k e e p  a n d  w h i c h  o t h e r s ,  i n  
t h e  h o u r  o f  e m e r g e n c y ,  m i g h t  r e p u d i a t e .  I n  s u c h  c a s e  

: c o u l d  A m e r i c a ,  e x p e c t  G e n e v a  t o  x a r o t e c t  i t ?

T h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n ,  d e e p l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  o u r  n a 
t i o n a l  d e f e n s e  p o l i c y ,  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t s  y o u r  a i d  

i a n d  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  d e f e a t i n g  t h i s  p r o t o c o l  w h e n  c a l l e d  
b e f o r e  t h e  S e n a t e  i n  E x e c u t i v e  S e s s i o n ,  a n d ^ t a k e s  t h i s  

|  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e x p r e s s  t o  y o u  o u r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  y o u r  
j  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r . 2

A n n u a l  Re p o r t s , 1 9 2 9 ,  p# 1 4 6 .

2 .  A n n u a l  R e p o r t s , 1 9 2 6 ,  p .  1 0 3 .
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M a n i f e s t o  a n d  P r o g r a m  o f  t h e  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y — 1 2 1 9  
B l u e  I s l a n d  A v e n u e ,  C h i c a g o

T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i s  n o w  a  w o r l d  p o w e r .  I t  i s  d e -

i v e l o p i n g  a  c e n t r a l i z e d ,  a u t o c r a t i c  F e d e r a l  G - o v e r n m e n t ,  

a c q u i r i n g  f i n a n c i a l  a n d  m i l i t a r y  r e s e r v e s  f o r  a g g r e s s i o n
i j
I a n c ^  w a r s  o f  c o n q u e s t .  I m p e r i a l i s m  n o w  c o n s c i o u s l y  d o m -  

T i m t e s  t h e  n a t i o n a l  p o l i c y .  T h e  w a r  s t r e n g t h e n e d  A r n e r i -

| j  c a n  c a p i t a l i s m ,  i n s t e a d  o f  w e a k e n i n g  i t  a s  i n  E u r o p e .  B u t
II
|  t h e  c o l l a p s e  o f  c a p i t a l i s m  i n  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  w i l l  p l a y
ij
j !  u p o n  a n d  e f f e c t  e v e n t s  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y .  S t r i k e s  a r e  

j |  d e v e l o p i n g ,  v e r g i n g  o n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a c t i o n ,  a n d  i n  w h i c h  

S t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  o f  p r o l e t a r i a n  d i c t a t o r s h i p  i s  a p p a r e n t .
I

’ T h e  s t r i k e  w o r k e r s  t r y  t o  u s u r p  f u n c t i o n s  o f  i n d u s t r y  a n d
j j

j !  g o v e r n m e n t ,  a s  i n  t h e  S e a t t l e  a n d  W i n n i p e g  s t r i k e s .
ji
l !  T h e  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  w i l l  e n d e a v o r  t o  b r o a d e n  a n d
ii 
j !

| !  d e e p e n  t h e s e  s t r i k e s ,  m a k i n g  t h e m  g e n e r a l  a n d  m i l i t a n t ,
i

d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  g e n e r a l  p o l i t i c a l  s t r i k e .  T h e  C o m m u n i s t

!;  P a r t y  a c c e p t s  a s  t h e  b a s i s  o f  i t s  a c t i o n  t h e  m a s s  s t r u g g l e
l!
|| of the prole ta r ia t .
'j
j Communism does not propose to 11 capture,i the bpurgeois 

| i  parliament any s t  ate , but t  o c onquer and de s troy i  > As_ 

j l  long 0-S the bpurge ois s ta te  pr evails Lne ca 3 i t a l i s t  cJLasjs 

’i can b aff le  the w ill  of the pr ole tar i  a t .

**-• New l o r k  T i m e s , January b,  1 9 2 0 ,  p .  2 .
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j  M a n i f e s t o  o f  t h e  C o m m u n i s t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  a s  p r o -
j c l a i m e d  b y  t h e  C o m m u n i s t  L a b o r  P a r t y :

i T h e  C o m m u n i s t  L a b o r  P a r t y  p r o p o s e s  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n

o f  t h e  w o r k e r s  a s  a  c l a s s ,  t h e  o v e r t h r o w  o f  c a p i t a l i s t

; r u l e  a n d  t h e  c o n q u e s t  o f  p o l i t i c a l  p o w e r  b y  t h e  w o r k e r s .

j T h e  w o r k e r s  o r g a n i z e d  a s  a  r u l i n g  c l a s s ,  s h a l l ,  t h r o u g h

! t h e i r  g o v e r n m e n t ,  m a k e  a n d  e n f o r c e  t h e  l a w s ;  t h e y  s h a l l

I o w n  a n d  c o n t r o l  l a n d ,  f a c t o r i e s ,  m i l l s ,  m i n e s ,  t r a n s p o r -

t a t i o n  s y s t e m s ,  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  A l l  p o w e r

' |  t o  t h e  w o r k e r s  1
|
j T h e  C o m m u n i s t  L a b o r  P a r t y  o f  A m e r i c a  d e c l a r e s  i t s e l f

I n  c o m p l e t e  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  c o m m u n i s m ,

a s  l a i d  d o w n  i n  t h e  m a n i f e s t o  o f  t h e  T h i r d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

; f o r m e d  i n  M o s c o w .

W e  m a i n t a i n  t h a t  t h e  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y

a  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u g g l e ,  t h a t  I s  a  s t r u g g l e  b y  t h e  p r o l e -

; t a r i a t  t o  c o n q u e r  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  s t a t e ,  w h e t h e r  i t s  f o r m  

b e  m o n a r c h i c a l  o r  D e m o c r a t i c - R e p u b l i c a n ,  a n d  t o  r e p l a c e  

i t  b y  a  g o v e r n m e n t a l  s t r u c t u r e  a d e q u a t e l y  a d a p t e d  t o  t h e

c o m m u n i s t  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n .

T h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  m e a n s  o f  c a p t u r i n g  s t a t e  p o w e r  

f o r  t h e  w o r k e r s  i s  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  m a s s e s ,  p r o c e e d i n g

■ f r o m  t h e  p l a c e s  v w h e r e  t h e  w o r k e r s  a r c ;  ^ a t h e r e o .  t o g e t h e r — —
|

I n  t h e  s h o p s  a n d  f a c t o r i e s .  T h e  u s e  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  

m a c h i n e r y  o f  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  s t a t e  i s  o n l y  s e c o n d a r y ,  l h e  

w o r k i n g  c l a s s  m u s t  o r g a n i z e  a n d  t r a i n  i t s e l f  f o r  t h e  

c a p t u r e  o f  S t a t e  p o w e r .

Tew York Times, January 4, 1920, p. 1.
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D o c u m e n t s  b a s e d  o n  F i r s t  C o n g r e s s  o f  t h e  C o m m u n i s t  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  h e l d  I n  M o s c o w  M a r c h  2 - 6 ,  1 9 1 9

T h e  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y ,  f a r  f r o m  c o n j u r i n g  u p  c i v i l  w a r

a r t i f i c i a l l y ,  r a t h e r  s t r i v e s  t o  s h o r t e n  i t s  d u r a t i o n  a s

| m u c h  a s  p o s s i b l e - - i n  c a s e  I t  h a s  b e c o m e  a n  i r o n  n e c e s s i t y - -

j  t o  m i n i m i z e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  i t s  v i e  t i n s ,  a n d ,  a b o v e  a l l ,  t o

j  s e c u r e  v i c t o r y  f o r  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t #  T h i s  m a k e s  n e c e s s a r y

j  ^ - i 3 a r m i n g  o f  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  a t  t h e  p r o p e r  t i m e  ;  t h e

i o f  t h e  l a b o r e r ,  a n d  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  a  c o m m u n i s t

i  a r m Y  a s  t h e  p r o  t e c  t o r  o f  t h e  r u l e  o f  t h e  o r o l e  t a r i a , t  a n d  

Ij  t h e  i n v i o l a b i  1  i t y  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u e  t u r e  .  S u c h  i s  t h e

I  ^ e ( ^ -  A r m y  o f  S o v i e t  R u s s i a ,  w h i c h  a r o s e  t o  p r o  t e c  t  t h e  

i j a c h i e v e m e n t s  o f  t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  a g a j n s t  e v e r y  a s s a u l t .

i i  f£ k - e  s o v i e t  a r m y  i s  i n s e p a r a b l e  f r o m  t h e  s o v i e t  s t a t e .
J

i l  D o c u m e n t  “ I s s u e d  b y  t h e  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  o f  A m e r i c a ”
i i  N e w  Y o r k  T i m e s ,  J a n .  1 2 ,  1 9 2 0 ,  p .  3 .

1 T h e  w o r k i n g m e n  o f  R u s s i a  h a v e  s h o w n  t h e  w a y .  I n

i j  R u s s i a  t h e  s h o p s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a l l  o t h e r  m e a n s  o f  p r o d u c -
jl
|  t i o n  a n d  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  w o r k e r s .  T h e  

R u s s i a n  w o r k e r s  o r g a n i z e d  t h e i r  p o w e r .  T h e y  c r e a t e d  s h o p  

c o m m i t t e e s  i n  e v e r y  p l a n t  a n d  u n i t e d  t h e s e  w o r k e r s  i n  

! w o r k e r s '  c o u n c i l s .  i n u s  t h e y  b u i l t  u p  t h e  m e a n s  o f  d i r e c t  

! i  a c t i o n .  w h e n  t h e  c r i s i s  c a m e  t h e y  w e r e  p r e p a r e d  t o  u s e  

t h e i r  m a s s  p o w e r .  b e f o r e  t h e i r  m a s s  p o w e r  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  

o f  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t s  a n d  l a n d  o w n e r s  b r o k e  u p  a n d  d i s a p p e a r e d .

t e w f o r k  Time s , January  5 ,  1 9 2 0 ,  p .  2 .
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j T h e  w o r k e r s 1  c o u n c i l s  b e c a m e  t h e  o r g a n s  o f  t h e  w o r k i n g  

j c l a s s  g o v e r n m e n t .  i h e  w o r k e r s  c o n t r o l l e d ,  t h e  s t a t e  p o w e r ,  

a n d  p o l i c e  a n d  t h e  a r m y *

T h e  w o r k e r s  m u s t  o r g a n i z e  t o  s e c u r e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e

I  s h o p s .  T h e  f i r s t  s t e p  i s  t o  o r g a n i z e  a  s h o p  c o m m i t t e e  i n
IIl|

; t h e  s h o p  i n  w h i c h  y o u  w o r k .  B r i n g  t o g e t h e r  a l l  t h e  e n -  

I l i g h t e n e d  w o r k e r s  w h o  a r e  r e a d y  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  

s t r u g g l e  t o  w i n  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  s h o p .  O r g a n i z e  t h e m  i n  a  

C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  s h o p  b r a n c h .  T h i s  c o m m i t t e e  w i l l  c a r r y  

| o n  t h e  w o r k  o f  a g i t a t i o n  a m o n g  t h e  o t h e r  w o r k e r s .  I t  

I w i l l  c o l l e c t  f u n d s  a n d  s e c u r e  p a p e r s  a n d  p a m p h l e t s  f o r  

d i s  t r i b u t i o n  i n  t h e  s h o p s .

' T h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  w i l l  b e  t o  u n i t e  a l l  t h e

w o r k e r s  i n  t h e  s h o p  o r g a n i z a t i o n - - m a c h i n i s t s ,  c a r p e n t e r s ,  

' s h i p p i n g  c l e r k s ,  w o r k e r s  o f  e v e r y  t r a d e ,  a l l  m u s t  u n i t e  

' i n  t h e  w o r k e r s 1  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  t h e i r  s h o p .  P r e p a r e  t o
i

t a k e  c o n t r o l  o f  y o u r  s h o p ,  o f  y o u r  w o r k ,  o f  y o u r  l i v e s
!

' ^ < 3 -  h a p p i n e s s .  O r g a n i z e  a n d  m a k e  i t  y o u r  s h o p .

j L e t t e r  o f  N a t i o n a l  C o m m a n d e r  o f  t h e  L e g i o n  t o  e a c h
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e n a t o r  a s k i n g  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  i n  r a t i 
f y i n g  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  C h a r t e r

, j  J u l y  3 ,  1 9 4 5

I A t  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  N a t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n s  o f  T h e  A m e r i -
■ c a n  L e g i o n  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  v o t e d  u n a n i m o u s l y  I n ^ f a v o r  o f  
, t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  a n  a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  

f r e e  a n d  s o v e r e i g n  n a t i o n s  t o  m a i n t a i n  p e a c e  a n d  ^ p r e v e n t  
r e c u r r e n c e  o f  w a r .  I n  1 9 4 3  a n d  1 9 3 3  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  
d e c l a r e d  t h a t  s u c h  a s s o c i a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  i m p l e m e n t e d  w i t h  
w h a t e v e r  f o r c e  m a y  b e  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  s u c h  p u r p o s e .
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S o o n  a f t e r  t h e  D u m b a r t o n  O a k s  A g r e e m e n t  w a s  r e a c h e d ,  
b y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  p o w e r s ,  t h e  S t a t e  
D e p a r t m e n t ,  b y  a l l  u s u a l  m e d i a *  g a v e  w i d e s t  p u b l i c i t y  
n o t  o n l y  t o  t h e  A g r e e m e n t ,  b u t  t o  t h e  r e a s o n s  a d v a n c e d  

i b y  s u c h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f o r  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  
I p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  A g r e e m e n t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  
| i  e x c l u s i o n  o f  s e m e  p r o v i s i o n s  w h i c h  c e r t a i n  g r o u p s  o r  

i n d i v i d u a l s  t h o u g h t  s h o u l d  b e  i n c l u d e d .

| |  T h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n ,  w i t h  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  h u n d r e d  o t h e r
; r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  A m e r i c a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  
i s e v e r a l  d i s c u s s i o n s  o f  t h e  D u m b a r t o n  O a k s  p r o p o s a l  e i t h e r  
; j  i n i t i a t e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  o r  h e l d  w i  t h  S t a t e  D e 

p a r t m e n t  c o o p e r a t i o n ,  a n d  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
i j  p a r t i c i p a t e d  a s  c o n s u l t a n t s  a t  t h e  U N C I O  a t  S a n  F r a n -  
i j  c i s c o *  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  m o r e  t h a n  f o r t y  

o t h e r  A m e r i c a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  T h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  f e e l s  
!j  t h a t  t h e  c h a r t e r  p r o d u c e d  a t  t h e  S a n  F r a n c i s c o  C o n f e r e n c e  
! j  i s  a  c h a r t e r  a r r i v e d  a t  t h r o u g h  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  p a r t i c i p a -  
j j  t i o n  o f  A m e r i c a n  p e o p l e ,  a f t e r  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  o p p o r t u n i t y  
^  f  o r  e v e r y  A m e r i c a n  t o  k n o w  t h a t  w h i c h  p r e c e d e d  a n d  t h a t  

w h i c h  o c c u r e d  a t  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e .

T h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  f e e l s  t h a t  t h e  S a n  F r a n c i s c o  
; c h a r t e r  i s  a n  h o n e s t  a n d  a b l e  a t t e m p t  t o  c r e a t e  a  w o r k a b l e  

a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  f r e e  a n d  s o v e r e i g n  n a t i o n s  i m p l e m e n t e d  w i t h  
I f o r c e  t o  m a i n t a i n  p e a c e  a n d  p r e v e n t  r e c u r r e n c e  o f  w a r .

O b v i o u s l y  I t  i s  t h e  b e s t  a n d  o n l y  c h a r t e r  w h i c h  c a n  
! b e  p r o d u c e d  a t  t h i s  t i m e .

: T h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s
; h a n d  s h o u l d  b e  s t r e n g t h e n e d  f o r  t h e  g r a v e  a n d  d i f f i c u l t
| t a s k s  w h i c h ,  l i e  a h e a d  o f  h i m  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  f o r e i g n

r e l a t i o n s ,  b y  e a r l y  r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  c h a r t e r .  I t
: |  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  s u c h  a c t i o n  i s  s t r o n g l y  d e s i r e d  b y  t h e

! A m e r i c a n  p e o p l e ,  m o r e  t h o r o u g h l y  i n f o r m e d  u p o n  t h e  s u b -
I l e c t  m a t t e r  t h a n  t h e y  h a v e  e v e r  b e e n  i n f o r m e d  h e r e t o f o r e

o n  a n y  I m p o r t a n t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  u n d e r t a k i n g .  T h e  A m e r i c a n
L e g i o n  t h e r e f o r e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e g u e s t s  t h a t  y o u  s u p p o r t

1 r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  c h a r t e r  a t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  d a t e  c o n s i s -
I* t e n t  w i t h  d u e  a n d  p r o p e r  p r o c e d u r e .
'!
I

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,

LDAArCD N* bC i-L^ln^nLIi'iG - 
i \ l  a  1 1  o n a l  C  o m m a n d e  r
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P ? ? ? : e r  ^ r o 1 ^ 1  F r a n c i s  A .  M o c k  o f  8 5 2 5  b .  F r o n t  S t r e e t ,  
P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  F a , ,  t o  D r e w  P e a r s o n  o n  t h e  L e g i o n ’ s  
T i d e  o f  T o y s ;

T o d a y  X  w o r k e d  o n  a  s h i p  l o a d i n g  t o y s  f o r  t o t s ,  o r  
T i d e  o f  T o y s  a s  t h e  p r o g r a m  i s  c a l l e d .  A f t e r  l o a d i n g  

i  1 2 , 0 0 0  c a s e s  o f  C A R S  w e  p r o c e e d e d  t o  l o a d  t h e  t o y s .  X  
|  w a n t  t o  u a k e  m y  h a t  o f f  t o  t h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  f o r  s p o n -  
; s o r i n g  t h i s  p r o g r a m .  T h e r e  i s  a  l o t  o f  t h o u g h t  b e h i n d  i t ,
|  a n d  y o u  c o u l d  a l m o s t  f e e l  i t  a s  I  d i d  t o d a y ,  
jl % D u r i n g  m y  l u n c h  h o u r ,  I  s t r o l l e d  a r o u n d  t h e  v a r i o u s  
j j  p i l e s  a n d  l o o k e d  a t  t h e  n a m e s  o f  t h e  t o w n s  a n d  c i t i e s  o f  
' !  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t h a t  w e r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e r e .  B i g  t o w n s  
j  a n d  l i t t l e  t o w n s  a l l  a l i k e .  Y o u  k n o w  i t  m a d e  m e  f e e l  

I g o o d  t o  l o o k  a t  t h o s e  v a r i o u s  p i l e s  o f  t o y s .  A  p i l e  w o u l d  
; i  m e a s u r e  a b o u t  4 0 x 3 0  f e e t  b y  1 0 x 1 2  f e e t  h i g h .  S o m e  w e r e  
i j  m a r k e d  E n g l a n d ,  s o m e  I t a l y ,  s o m e  G e r m a n y ,  o t h e r s  C z e c h o -  

i S l o v a k i a ,  B e l g i u m  F r a n c e .  X t  w a s  a  g r e a t  f e e l i n g  t o  
| l  k n o w  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  w h o  s e n t  t h e s e  t o y s  w e r e  A m e r i c a n s ,  
j  p o s s i b l y  y o u r  n e x t  d o o r  n e i g h b o r .
j j  Y o u  k n o w  s t e v e d o r e s  a n d  l o n g s h o r e m e n  a r e  a  c y n i c a l
, j  g r o u p  a n d  i t  t a k e s  a  l o t  t o  m a k e  t h e m  p r o u d  o f  a n y t h i n g .

! L o n g s h o r e m e n  a r e  n o t e d  f o r  t h e i r  p i l f e r i n g  a b i l i t y .  B u t  
i l  y o u  c a n  r e s t  a s s u r e d  t h a t  c a r g o  w a s n r t  e v e n  c o n s i d e r e d  f o r  

t h a t  p u r p o s e .  T a k e  m y  w o r d  f o r  t h a t ,  m v e r y  c a s e  h a n d l e d  
J w a s  t r e a t e d  a s  t h o u g h  i t  w a s  t h e i r  o w n  p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y ,  

j a n d  w e  w e r e  p r o u d  o f  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  h a n d l i n g  t h e m .
| l  Y o u  k n o w  w h e n  t h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  a n d  o t h e r  v e t e r a n
; j o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w e r e  o r g a n i z e d  t h e  c r y  w e n t  u p  t h a t  t h e  v e t s  

; w e r e  o r g a n i z e d  s o  t h e y  c o u l d  r i d e  a  p e r p e t u a l  g r a v y  t r a i n ,  
i !  p a i d  f o r  b y  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  p l a y i n g  u p o n  t h e  s y m p a t h y  

! o f  t h e  p u b l i c  f o r  t h e i r  p a r t  i n  w o r l d  W a r s  I  a n d  X X ;  o r  
I p e r h a p s  t h e y  w e r e  o u t  f o r  s o m e  p e r s o n a l  g l o r y ,  o r  f o r  
' s p o n s o r i n g  a  b o n u s ,  o r  o t h e r  r e a s o n s .
; H o w e v e r ,  t h i s  e f f o r t  b e l i e s  t h e s e  r u m o r s .  X t  l o o k s

l i k e  a  s t e p  f o r w a r d .  I  o n l y  h o p e  t h a t  s o m e  p e o p l e  i n  
i g o v e r n m e n t  h a v e  t h e  s a m e  t r e n d  o f  t h o u g h t  a n d  h a v e  a s  m u c h  
' f a r s i g h t e d n e s s  a s  t h e  o r i g i n a t o r  o f  t h i s  i d e a  f o r  a m i t y  
; a m o n g  n a t i o n s .

■ ! |  I  c o u l d  g o  o n  f o r  a g e s  a b o u t  c a r e e r  m e n  i n ^ k e y  g o v e r n -
: !  m c n t  p o s i t i o n s  w h o  k n o w  l i t t l e  a b o u t  w h a t  i s  g o i n g  o n  i n  
j t h e  w o r l d  t o d a y .  I n  c l o s i n g  I  w a n t  y o u  t o ^ k n o w  t h a t  a l l  

t h e  e f f o r t  y o u  a r e  p u t t i n g  o n  t h i s  b e h a l f  i s n  t  g o m g ^  t o  
■ t o e  f o r g o t t e n .  A n d  p e r h a p s  t h e  f u t u r e  h o l d s  t h e  s o l u t i o n ,

1 a n d  l e t ' s  h o p e  t h a t  w e  c a n  g e t  o u r  n a t i o n s  a n d  t n e  v a r i o u s  
o t h e r s  t o  g e t  t o g e t h e r  a n d  h a v e  l a s t i n g  p e a c e .
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P U B L I C A T I O N S  O F  T H E  A M E R I C A N  L E G I O N  

M e . r l £ a h  L e g i o n  W e e k l y .  P u b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  A m e r i c a n  

L e g i o n  P u b l i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n .  I n d i a n a p o l i s ,

|  1 9 1 9 - 1 9 2 6 .
! j

j j  ^  T h e  L e g i o n 1  s  f i r s t  n e w s p a p e r  c a r r y i n g  a r t i c l e s  a n d  
j j  i t e m s  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  w o r l d  W d r  I  v e t e r a n s .

i j  T h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  M a g a z i n e .  P u b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  A m e r i c a n
j
jj L e g i o n  P u b l i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s .  1 9 2 6 - -

l | N a t i o n a l  L e g i o n n a i r e .  P u b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  A m e r i c a n
ii
j:  L e g i o n  P u b l i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n .  I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  1 9 3 5 —
i ;  t
j D i g e s t  o f  M i n u t e  s  N a t i o n a l  E x e c u t i v e  C  o m m i t t e e  M e e t i n g .

; |  P u b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  P u b l i c a t i o n s

j C o m m i s s i o n .  I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  1 9 1 9 - 1 9 5 0 .
1
i j  I s m s .  A  R e v i e w  o f  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C  o m m u n i s m  a n d  I  t s  A c t i v e
'|
i j  S y m p a t h i z e r s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  .  P u b l i s h e d  b y  t h e
;j
ij A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  P u b l i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n .  I n d i a n a p o l i s ,

i !  1 9 3 6 .
i

! j A  h i s t o r y ,  a n d  a n  e x p o s e  o f  C o m m u n i s t  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d
j i t s  a f f i l i a t e d  h e l p m a t e s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .1

, R e p o r t s  t o  t h e  A n n u a l  N a t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n
!i
' |  L e g i o n .  P u b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  P u b l i c a -
!

i j  t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n .  I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  1 9 1 9 - 1 9 5 0 .

A n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  L e g i o n  C o m m i t t e e s  
’ a n d  c o m m i s s i o n s .

. S u m m a r y  o f  P r o c e e d i n g s  o f  A n n u a l  C o n v e n t l o n .  P u b l i s h e d

b y  t h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  P u b l i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n .  1 9 1 9 -
1 9 5 0 .
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G e n e r a l

C j o n g r e  s s i o n a l  R e c o r d ;  C o n t a i n i n g  t h e  P r o c e e d i n g s  a n d  D e 

b a t e  s  o f  Q o n g r e s s .  G o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e .  

W a s h i n g t o n ,  D .  0 . ,  1 S 1 9 - 1 9 5 0 .

| |  T h e  o f f i c i a l  r e c o r d  o f  t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s  a n d  d e b a t e s
i :  o f  b o t h  h o u s e s  o f  C o n g r e s s ,  p u b l i s h e d  d a i l y  w h e n  C o n g r e s s  
| i s  i n  s e s s i o n .  I m p o r t a n t  d o c u m e n t s  a r e  f r e q u e n t l y  r e -  
! p r i n t e d  i n  t h e  A p p e n d i x .

| U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S t a t u t e s  a t  L a r g e .  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  G o v e r n -
i

j  m e n t  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e .  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D .  C . ,  1 9 1 9 - 1 9 5 0 .
Ii
; j  O n e  v o l u m e ,  g e n e r a l l y  i n  t w o  p a r t s ,  i s  p u b l i s h e d  f o r
i i e a c h  s e s s i o n  o f  C o n g r e s s ,  c o v e r i n g  t w o  y e a r s  o f  l e g i s l a -  
I t i o n .  P a r t  I  g e n e r a l l y  c o n t a i n s  t h e  l a w s  a n d  c o n c u r r e n t  

r e s o l u t i o n s  o f  C o n g r e s s ,  w h i l e  P a r t  I I  c o n t a i n s  t r e a t i e s ,  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a g r e e m e n t s  a n d  p r o c l a m a t i o n s .  T h e  w o r k  i s  
c o m p i l e d ,  e d i t e d  a n d  i n d e x e d  b y  a u t h o r i t y  o f  C o n g r e s s ,  

i! u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e .

! C  o n g r e  s  s  i  o n  a l  H e a r i n g s

i ;  H e a r i n g s  B e f o r e  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  A r m e d  S e r v i c e s  H o u s e  o f
i '

! R e p r e s e n t a f i v e s  E i g h t i e t h  C o n g r e s s  S e c o n d  S e s s i o n  o n
, j

 ̂ S* S* 6s74 and H. R. 6401 An Act to Provide For the

Common Defense By Increasing the Strength of the 

. Armed Forces of the United S ta tes , and For Other

* Purpose s . April 12, 15, 14, 1 6 ,  1 7 , 19, 20, 21,

■ £ £  a n d  M a y  j 3 ,  1 9 4 8 .  G o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e .

W a s h i n g t o n ,  I S 4 8 .

’ H e  a r i n g s  B e f o r e  t h e  C  o m m i t t e  e  o n  A r m e d  S e r v i c e s  H o u s e  o f  

R e p r e  s e n t a t i v e  s  o n  S u n d r y  L e g i s l a t i o n  a f f e e  t i n g  t h e  

N a v a l  a n d  M i l i t a r y  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  1 9 4 7  B i g h t i e t h
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£ g * l g r e s s .  F i r s t  S e s s i o n  V o l u m e  I I ,  J u n e  1 1 ,  1 9 4 7 .  

G - o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  1 9 4 7 .

H e a r i n g s  C  o m m i t t e e  o n  A i m e d  S e r v i c e s  ,  S u b c o i n m i t t e e  H e a r -  

P n  E *  A .  4 2 7 8 a  J u l y  1 9 ,  1 9 4 7 .  G o v e r n m e n t  

P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e .  W a s h i n g t o n ,  1 9 4 7 .

F u l 1  C o m m i t t e e  H e a r i n g s  o n  U n i v e r s a l  M i l i t a r y  T r a i n i n g ,  

C o m m i t t e e  o n  A r m e d  S e r v i c e s ,  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a 

t i v e  3 ,  J u n e  1 1 ,  1 9 4 7 .  G o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e .  

W a s h i n g t o n ,  1 9 4 7 .

S u b  c  o m m i  t  t e  a  H e  a r i n g s  o n  U n i v e r s a l  M i l i t a r y  T r a i n i n g  

( E *  5 *  4 1 2 1 ) ,  G o m m i t t e e  o n  A n n e d  S e r v i c e s ,  S u b 

c o m m i t t e e  H o .  2 ,  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  T r a i n i n g ,  H o u s e  o f  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  E i g h t i e t h  C o n g r e s s ,  F i r s t  S e s s i o n ,  

J u l y  1 4 ,  1 9 4 7 .  G o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e .  

W a s h i n g t o n ,  1 9 4 7 .

F u l l  C o m m i t t e e  H e  a r i n g s  o n  E .  R .  4 2 7 8  a n d  K .  R .  6 1 2 ,  

C o m m i t t e e  o n  A r m e d  S e r v i c e s ,  E i g h t i e t h  G o n g r e s s ,  

F i r s t  S e s s i o n ,  J u l y  2 5 ,  1 9 4 7 .  G o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g  

O f f i c e .  W a s h i n g t o n ,  1 9 4 7 .

H e a r i n g s  B e f o r e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  A r m e d  S e r v i c e s  o f  t h e  H o u s e

o f  R e p r e  s e n t a t i v e s  o n  S u n d r y  L e g i s l a t i o n  A f f e c t i n g  

t h e  N a v a l  a n d  M i l i t a r y  E s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  1 9 4 7 ,  E i g h 

t i e t h  G  o n g r e  s  s ,  F i r s t  S e  s s i o n ,  V o l u m e  I ,  J a n u a r y  

2 8 ,  F e b r u a r y  5 ,  <6 ,  7 . ,  1 0 ,  1 . 1 ,  1 ^ >  — ■9

2 6 ,  2 7 ,  M a r c h  5 ,  4 ,  6 ,  1 0 ,  1 9 4 7 .  G o v e r n m e n t  

P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e .  W a s h i n g t o n ,  1 9 4 7 .
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i N ® .  u r i n g s  B e f o r e  0 o m m i t t e e  o n  A r m e d  3 e r v i c e s  o f  t h e  H o u s e  

H e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o n  S u n d r y  L e g i s l a t i o n  A f f e c t i n g
I
' e  N a v a l  a n d  M i l i t a r y  E s t a b l i s h m e n t s  1 9 4 7 ,  E i g h -

t i e t h  C o n g r e s s ,  F i r s t  S e s s i o n ,  V o l u m e  I I .  G o v e r n 

m e n t  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  1 9 4 7 .

H e a r i n g s  B e f o r e  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  A r m e d  S e r v i c e s  H o u s e  o f  

j R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  B i g h t i e  t h  C o n g r e s s  S e c o n d  S e s s i o n

o n  K .  R .  6 2 7 4  a n d  H .  R .  6 4 0 1  A n  A c t  t o  P r o v i d e  f o r  

I t h e  C o m m o n  D e f e n s e  b y  I n c r e a s i n g  t h e  S t r e n g t h  o f  t h e

i A r m e d  F o r c e s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  a n d  F o r  O t h e r

j ;  P u r p o s e s ,  A p r i l  1 2 ,  1 3 ,  1 4 ,  1 6 ,  1 7 ,  1 9 ,  2 0 ,  2 1 ,  2 2 ,

2 5 ,  a n d  M a y  3 ,  1 9 4 8 .  G o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,

| W a s h i n g t o n ,  1 9 4 8 .
;i

: H e a r i n g  B e f o r e  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  S e n a t e  S i x t y - E i g h t h  C o n g r e s s  F i r s t  S e s s i o n  

| o n  S .  2 5 6 1  A  B i l l  T o  P r o v i d e  F u r t h e r  f o r  t h e

i  N a t i o n a l  S e c u r i t y  a n d  D e f e n s e ,  A p r i l  1 0 ,  1 9 2 4 .

; l G o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  1 9 2 4 .

: i  H e a r i n g  B e f o r e  a  S u b c o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  M i l i -

' t a r y  A f f a i r s  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e n a t e  S e v e n t y - F o u r t h

| C o n g r e s s  F i r s  t  S e s s i o n  o n  H .  R .  6 2 5 0  A n  A c t  _ t o
;t
j |  A m e n d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  D e f e n s e  A c t  a n d  H *  R .  6 _ j 7 4  A n

i  A c t  t o  C r e a t e  t h e  R e s e r v e  D i v i s i o n  o f  . t h e  W a r  D e -
i
‘ p a r t m e n t ,  a n d  F o r  O t h e r  P u r  n o s e s  A u g u s t  1 9 ^ *

G o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  W a s n i n g t o n ,  1 9 5 5 .
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g - g - f p P g .  A  S u b c o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  M i l i -  

j ^ ^ . 9 - i ^ s  U n i  t e d  3  t a  t e  3 S e n a t e  S e y e n t y - F o u r t h

9, Q . n 8 r  10 s  s  S e c o n d  S e s s i o n  o n  S .  5 3 0 9  A  B i l l  A m e n d i n g :

_ t h e  A c _ b  o f  J u n e  4 ,  1 9 2 0 ,  E n t i t i e d  u A n  A c t  T o  A m e n d  

2 2  A p P  A n t i t l e d  *  A n  A c t  f  o r  M a k i n g  F u r t h e r  a n d  M o r e  

E f f e c t u a l  P r o v i s i o n  f o r  t h e  N a t i o n a l  D e f e n s e ,  a n d  

j  O t h e r  P u r p o s e s 1 ,  A p p r o v e d  J u n e  3 ,  1 9 1 6 ,  a n d  t o

| E s t a b l i s h  M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e , f ?  T o  L i m i t  I t s  A p p l i c a t i o n

■ i S  t h e  C a s e  o f  C i v i l  B d u c a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t i o n s  t o

| T h o s e  O f f e r i n g  E l e c t r i c a l  C o u r s e s  i n  M i l i t a r y  T r a i n -
!i

! i n g  J u n e  2 ,  3 _  a n d  4 ,  1 9 5 6 .  G o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g

! O f f i c e .  W a s h i n g t o n ,  1 9 3 6 .
|! _| h e a r i n g s  B e f o r e  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  U n i t e d  

|  S t a t e s  S e n a t e  S e v e n t y - S i x t h  C o n g r e s s  T h i r d  S e s s i o n

; j  o n  S. 4 1 6 4  A  B i l l  t o  P r o t e c t  t h e  I n t e g r i t y  a n d  I n s t i -

| j  t u t  i o n s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  T h r o u g h  a  S y s t e m  o f

| S e l e c t i v e  C o m p u l s o r y  M i l i t a r y  T r a i n i n g  a n d  S e r v i c e .

| i  R e v i s e d .  J u l y  3 ,  5, 1 0 ,  1 1 ,  a n d  1 2 ,  1 9 4 0 .  G o v e r n -

! |  m e n t  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e .  W a s h i n g t o n ,  1 9 4 0 .
; I |i H e a r i n g s  B e f o r e  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  H o u s e  

o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  S e v e n t y - N i n t h  C o n g r e s s  F i r s t  

ji S e s s i o n  o n  h .  R .  5 1 5  A n  A c t  t o  P r o v i d e  M i l i t a r y  o r

I N a v a l  T r a i n i n g  f o r  A l l  M a l e  C i t i z e n s  W h o  A t t a i n  t h e

A g e  o f  1 8  Y e a r s ,  a n d  f o r  O t h e r  P u r p o s e s .  P a r t  I .  

N o v e m b e r  8 ,  1 5 ,  1 5 ,  1 6 ,  1 9 ,  >  20.9 26 9 2 Z *  2 2 *  — ^
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G o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,
1945.

H e  a r i n g s  B e f o r e  t h e  C o m m i  t t e e  o n  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  H o u s e  

- 9 J L  H e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  S i x t y - F i g h t h  G o n g r e s s ,  S e c o n d  

S e s s i o n ,  o n  H .  K e s .  4 2 6  F a v o r i n g  M e m b e r s h i p  o f  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n  t h e  P e r m a n e n t  C o u r t  o f  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

J u s  t i c e .  J a n u a r y  2 1 ,  2 7 ,  a n d  3 1 ,  1 9 2 5 .  G o v e r n m e n t  

P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  1 9 2 5 .

H e a r i n g s  B e f o r e  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  H o u s e  

j o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  S e v e n t y - S e c o n d  C o n g r e s s  F i r s t

! S e  s  s  i o n  o n  H .  J .  R e  s o l u  t i  o n  5 7 8  A  J o i n t  R e  s o l u t i o n
!
i j  A u t h o r i z i n g  a n  A p p r o p r i a t i o n  a s  t h e  C o n t r i b u t i o n  o f
| j  i I i . . .   r— n----------i - i - |r p. . _

i
j t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t o  t h e  E x p e n s e s  o f  t h e  P e r m a n e n t

■! C o u r t  o f  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  J u s t i c e  f o r  t h e  C a l e n d a r
;|

! Y e a r  1 9 5 2 .  M a y  6 , 1 9  3 2 .  G o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e .

| i  W a s h i n g t o n ,  1 9 3 2 .
i I
i j  H e a r i n g s  B e f o r e  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  1 - l o u s e  

i j  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  S e v e n t y - S e c o n d  C o n g r e s s  F i r s t

|  S e s s i o n  o n  E .  H .  R e s .  5 7 8  a J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  A u t h o r -

! | i z i n g  a n  A p p r o p r i a t i o n  a s  t h e  C o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e

i j  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t o  t h e  E x p e n s e s  o f  t h e  P e r m a n e n t
ij
j { C o u r t  o f  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  J u s t i c e  f o r  t h e  C a l e n d a r

j  Y e a r  1 9 5 2 .  P a r t  I I ,  M a y  1 3 ,  1 9 5 2 .  G o v e r n m e n t

I! P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e .  W a s h i n g t o n ,  1 9 3 2 .

H e  a  r i n g  B e f o r e  t h e  C  o m m i  t  t e  e  o n  F o r e  i g n  R e l a t i  o n s  U n i t e d  

! i S t a t e s  S e n a t e  7 3 r d  C o n g r e s s ,  S e c o n d  S e s s i o n ,  R e l a t i v e
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. S 2 ®  P r o t o c o l s  C o n c e r n  i  n g  t h e  a d h e r e  n e e  o f  t h e
i

U n i t e d  s t a t e s  t o  t h e  P e r m a n e n t  C o u r t  o f  I n t e r -  

_ Q a t i o n a l  J u s t i c e ,  M a y  1 6 ,  1 9 5 4 ,  P a r t  I I ,  G o v e r n -  

| m e n t  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e .  W a s h i n g t o n ,  1 9 3 4 .

| S ^ - a .r a n ^ . l  B e f o r e  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  H o u s e  

I . o f  j t e j p r e s e n t a t i v e s  S e v e n t y - F o u r t h  C o n g r e s s  F i r s t

1 S e s s i o n  o n  H .  K .  7 1 2 5  T o  P r o h i b i t  t h e  M a k i n g  o f

i B o a n s  o r  t h e  E x t e n s i o n  o f  C r e d i t  t o  t h e  G o v e r n m e n tIj . —

Ij o r  N a t i o n a l  o f  a n y  N a t i o n  B n g a g e d  i n  A r m e d  C o n f l i c t
i j

|  8 2 1  A l l y  o f  S u c h  N a t i o n  a n d  H .  _ J .  R e  s o l u t i o n  2 5 9

| |  - £ 2  D e f i n e  A N a t l  o n a l  P o l i c y  o f  p e  a c e  a n d  N e u t r a l i t y  ;

j |  t o  P r o h i b i t  C e r t a i n  T r a n s a c t i o n s  W i t h  B e l l i g e r e n t

!: N a t i o n s  ;  t o  P r o t e c t  A r n e  r  i  c  a n  S o v e r e i g n t y ;  a n d  F o r

' |  O t h e r  P u r p o s e s .  J u n e  1 8  a n d  J u l y  5 0 ,  1 9 5 5 .  G o v e r n -

m e n t  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e .  W a s h i n g t o n ,  1 9 3 5 .  

j ! P i e  a r i n g s  B e f o r e  t h e  C  o m m i  t t e e  o n  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  H o u s e  

! ! o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  S e v e n t y - F o u r t h  C o n g r e s s  S e c o n d
| l  1  r  .  ,

! S e s s i o n  o n  H.  J .  R e s .  4 2 2  T o  M a i n t a i n  t h e  N e u t r a l i t y

^  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n  t h e  B v e n t  o f  W a r  o r  T h r e a t

o f  W a r  B e  t w e e n  o r  A m o n g  F o r e i g n  N a t i o n s .  J a n u a r y
i. ~~ '

7 ,  8 ,  9 ,  1 0 ,  1 3 ,  1 4 ,  a n d  1 5 ,  1 9 5 6 .  G o v e r n m e n t

! P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e .  W a s h i n g t o n ,  1 9 3 6 .
i !
! : H e a r i n g s  B e f o r e  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  n o u s e  

o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  S e v e n t v - F i f t h  C  o n g r e s s  F i r s t  

S e s s i o n  o n  n .  J. R e s .  1 4 7  T o  M a i n t a i n  t h e  N e u t r a l i t y  

o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n  t h e  B v e n t  o f  W a r  o r  T h r e a t
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j  B e  t w e e n  o r  A m o n g  F o r e i g n  N a t i o n s  a n d  H .  J .
i

B o s .  2 4 2  t o  M a i n t a i n  t h e  N e u t r a l i t y  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  i n  t h e  E v e n t  o f  W a r  B e  tween o r  A m o n g  F o r e i g n  

N a t i o n s ,  a n d  f o r  O t h e r  P u r p o s e s .  F e b r u a r y  1 6 ,  1 7 ,  

j I B j  1 9 ,  a n d  2 5 ,  1 9 5 7 .  G o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e .

W a s h i n g t o n ,  1 9 3 7 .

H e a r i n g s  B e f o r e  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  H o u s e  

! o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  S e v e n t y - S e v e n t h  C o n g r e s s  F i r s t

1 S e s s i o n  o n  E .  R .  1 7 7 6 .  L e n d - L e a s e  A c t .  J a n u a r y
j

j 11’ I I ’ 11’ i § ,  2 1 ,  _ 2 2 ,  25, _ 2 4 ,  2 5 ,  2 9 ,  1 9 4 1 .

' H o a r i n g s  B e f o r e  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  F o r e i g n  a f f a i r s  H o u s e

o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  S e v e n t y - H i g h t h  C o n g r e s s  o n  H .  R .  

1 5 0 1 .  E x t e n s i o n  o f  L e n d - L e a s e  A c t .  J a n u a r y  2 9 ,

! F e b r u a r y  2,  3 ,  4 ,  Q,  £ ,  1 0 ,  1 5 ,  3 2 3 ,  3 J 7 ,  2 5 ,  1 9 4 5 .
i

: j G o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e .  ' W a s h i n g t o n ,  1 9 4 3 .

H e a r i n g s  B e f o r e  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  H o u s e  

o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  E x t e n s i o n  o f L e n d - L e a s e  A c t .

I H .  R .  4 2 5 4  S e v e n t y - E i g h t h  C o n g r e s s  S e c o n d  S e s s i o n .

1  M a r c h  1 7 ,  1 9 ,  1 9 4 4 .  G o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e .

| W a s h i n g t o n ,  1 9 4 4 .

j H e a r i n g s  B e f o r e  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  H o u s e  

ij  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  S e v e n t y - N i n t h  C o n g r e  s s  F i r s t

S e s s i o n .  E x t e n s i o n  o f  L e n d - h e a s e  A c t  on H .  R .

2015. F e b r u a r y  a n d  M a r c h ,  1 9 4 5 . G o v e r n m e n t  

P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  1 9 4 5 .



www.manaraa.com

4 2 0

B g , a r , i r ^ H  B e f o r e  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  F o r e i g n  R e l a t i o n s  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  S e n a t e  S e v e n t y - N i n t h  C o n g r e s s ,  F i r s t  S e s s i o n ,  

C h a r t e r  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s .  J u l y  9 ,  1 0 ,  1 1 ,  

1 2 ,  a n d  1 5 ,  1 9 4 5 .  G o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  

W a s h i n g t o n ,  1 9 4 5 .

H e a r i n g s  B e f o r e  t h e  C  o m m i  t t e e  o n  F o r e  i g n  R e l a t i o n s  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  S e n a t e  S e v e n t y - N i n t h  C o n g r e s s  F i r s t  S e s s i o n  

Q n  I h e  C h a r t e r  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  M a i n -
!

t e n a n c e  o f  X n t e r n a t i  o n a l  P e a c e  a n d  S e c u r i  t y ,  S u b 

m i t t e d  b y  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o n  

J u l y  2 ,  1 9 4 5 .  J u l y  9 ,  1 0 ,  1 1 ,  12  a n d  1 5 ,  1 9 4 5 .

; G o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e .  W a s h i n g t o n ,  1 9 4 5 .
' j

| H e a r i n g s  B e f o r e  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  F o r e  i g n  A f f a i r s  H o u s e
: I

| |  o f  R e  o r e  s  e  n t a t i  v e  s  E i g h t i e t h  C  o n g r e  s  s  S e  c  o n d  S e  s  s  i  o n

o n  T h e  S t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  R e l a -  

!j  t i o n s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s .

i M a y  4 ,  5 ,  6 ,  7 ,  1 1 ,  1 2 ,  1 3 ,  1 4 ,  1 9 4 8 .  G o v e r n m e n t

P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e .  W a s h i n g t o n ,  1 9 4 8 .

H e a r i n g s  B e f o r e  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  F o r e i g n  R e l a t i o n s  U n i t e d  

; S t a t e s  S e n a t e  B i g h t i e t h  C o n g r e s s ,  S e c o n d  S e s s i o n  o n

|  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  A s s i s t a n c e  t o  E u r o p e a n  E c o n o m i c ,  R e c o v -

j e r y ,  P a r t  I I ,  J a n u a r y  1 6 ,  1 9 ,  2 0 ,  21,  22, 23, 2 2  a n d
i

j 2 8 ,  1 9 4 8 .  G o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e .  ’W a s h i n g t o n ,

1 9 4 8 .

H e  a r i n g s  B e f o r e  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  F  o r e  i g n  R e l a t i o n s  U h i t e d  

S t a t e s  S e n a t e  Seventy- S e v e n t h  C o n g r e s s  F i r s t  S e s s i _ o n
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o n  S. 275 A B i l l  F u r t h e r  t o  P r o m o t e  t h e  D e f e n s e  o f  

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  a n d  F o r  O t h e r  P u r p o s e s ,  J a n u a r y  

. 2 2 *  . § § . *  2 2 *  5 2 *  5 2 *  F e b r u a r y  ^4 ,  5 ^ ,  7 ^

2 2 *  2 2 *  1 9 4 1 .  G o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e .  W a s h i n g 

t o n ,  1 9 4 1 ,

H e  a r i n g s  B e f o r e  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  I m m i g r a t i o n  a n d  N a t u r a l i 

z a t i o n  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  F i r s t  S e s s i o n  o n  H .

2 *  Res  *  1 5 8  a n d  o n  H .  J .  R e s .  1 7 1 ,  S e r i a l  7 ,  P a r t  1 9 

J u n e  2 1 ,  2 2 ,  2 3 ,  2 6 ,  2 7 ,  2 8 ,  2 9 ,  3 0 ,  a n d  J u l y  7 ,  1 9 2 1 .  

J B a b  o r  P r o b l e m s  i n  H a w a i i ;  J  a p a n e s e  I m m i g r a t i o n  i n t o
i
|  H a w a i i .  G o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e .  W a s h i n g t o n ,

j 1 9 2 1 .

I j  H e a r i n g s  B e f o r e  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  I m m i g r a t i o n  a n d  N a t u r a l i -  

' z a t l o n .  P r o g r e s s  a n d  P r o c e s s  o f  N a u t r a l i z a t i o n .

! S i x t y - S e v e n t h  C o n g r e s s  F i r s t  S e s s i o n ,  S e r i a l  1 0 ,

■! Q c r o b e r  a n d  p  o v e m b e r ,  1 9 2 1 .  G o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g
!|1

j O f f i c e .  W a s h i n g t o n ,  1 9 2 1 .
J
1 H e  a r i n g s  B e f o r e  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  I m m i g r a t i o n  a n d  N a t n r a l i -  

I z a t i o n  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e  s e n t a t i v e  s .  N a t u r a l i z a t l o n  o f

I I n d i v i d u a l s  b y  S p e c i a l  A c t s  o f  C o n g r e s s .  S i x t y -

' !  S e v e n t h  C  o n g r e s s  F i r s t  S e s s i o n  o n  H. J .  R e s .  7 9 ,
f

I S e r i a l  6 ,  M a y - J u n e ,  1 9 2 1 .  G o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e .
I
i W a s h i n g t o n ,  1 9 2 1 .

Hearings B e f o r e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  I m m i g r a t i o n  a n d  Naturaliza-

t i o n  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  S i x t y - S e v e n t h  C o n g r e s s
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£ ^ l i e n s _  Q ^ n  v i e  t e d  o f  V i o l a t i o n  o f  R  a r c  o t i c  a n d  

d  t  i  o n  A c  t  s  .  M a p  c h .  2 9  ,  1 9 2 2 .  G o v e  r n m e n  t  

P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e .  W a s h i n g t o n ,  1 9 2 2 .  

a r i n g s  Before C _ g m m i t t e e  o n  I m m i g r a t i o n  a n d  N a t u r a l i z a -  

^ .°H  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e  s e n t a t i v e  s .  D e p o r t a t i o n  o f  A l i e n  

C r i m i n a l s  ,  G u n m e  n  .  N  a r c  o t i c  D e  a l e r  s .  D e f e c t i v e s  ,  e t c .  

S t a t e m e n t s  w i t h  A p p e n d i c e s  a n d  S u p p l e m e n t a l  S t a t e -  

! m e n t s  o n  H .  R .  5 4 4 ,  H .  R .  5 7 7 4  ( P r o p o s e d  D e  p o p t a -

i  t i o n  A c t  o f  1 9 2 6 ) .  S i x t y - N i n t h  C o n g r e s s ,  f i r s t

| S e s s i o n .  M a r c h  2 5 .  2 6 .  A p r i l  1 5 .  1 9 2 6 .  G o v e r n m e n t

| P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e .  W a s h i n g t o n ,  1 9 2 6 .

i H e a r i n g s  B e f o r e  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  I m m i g r a t i o n  a n d  n a t u r a l i 

z a t i o n  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e  s e n t a t i v e  s .  T o  R e c o n c i l e  

1 N a t u r a l i z a t i o n  P r o c e d u r e  W i t h  T h e  B i l l  o f  R i g h t s ,

S e  v e  n  t y - S e  c  o n d  C o n g r e  s s ,  F i r s t  S e s s i  o n  o n  R .  R .  2 9 7 ,  

H .  R .  2 9 8 ,  M a r c h  1 9 5 5 .  G o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e .

| W a s h i n g t o n ,  1 9 5 5 .
i j

J l i e  a r i n g s  B e f o r e  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  I m m i g r a t i o n  a n d  N a t u r a l i 

z a t i o n  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  T o  R x c l u d e  a n d  K x p e l  

A l i e n  F a s c i s t s  a n d  C o m m u n i s t s  S  e  v  e  n  t y - F  o u r  t h  C o n g r e s s
■I
:i  F i r s t  S e s s i o n  o n  H .  R .  7 1 2 0 .  F e h r u a r y ,  1 9 5 7 .

G o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e .  Washington, 1 9 5 / *
i
! J o i n t  H e  a r i n g s  B e f o r e  a  S u b c o m m i t t e e  o n  I m m i g r a t i o n  U n i t e d  

! S t a t e s  S e n a t e  a n d  a  S u h c o m m i t t e e  o n  I m m i g r a t i o n  a n d

N a t u r a l i z a t i o n  H o u s e  o f  F i e  o r e  s e n t a t i v e s  ♦ A d m is s i o n  

o f  G e m a n  R e f u g e e  C h i l d r e n .  S e v e n t y - S i x t h  C o n g r e s j g
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F i r s t  S e _ 3 a i o n  o n  S .  J .  R e s .  6 4  a n d  H .  J .  R e s .  1 6 8 ,  

A p r i l  2 0 ,  2 1 ,  2 2  a n d  2 4 ,  1 9 3 9 .  G o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g  

O f f i c e .  W a s h i n g t o n ,  1 9 3 9 .

I l ^ ^ r i n g s  B e f o r e  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  I m m i g r a t i o n  a n d  N a t u r a l i 

s a t i o n  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e  s e n t a t i v e  s ,  S e v e n t y - B i g h t h  

C o n g r e s s  F i r s t  S e s s i o n  o n  R .  R .  1 8 8 2  a n d  H .  R .  2 5 0 9  

H i l l s  t o  R e p e a l  t h e  C h i n e s e  E x c l u s i o n  A c t s ,  T o  P u t  

t h e  G h i n e s e  o n  a  ^ u o t a  B a s i s ,  a n d  t o  P e r m i t  T h e i r  

|  N a t u r a l i z a t i o n .  M a y  1 9 ,  2 0 ,  2 6 ,  2 7  a n d  J u n e  2  a n d

I 3 ,  1 9 4 3 .  G o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e .  W a s h i n g t o n ,

1 9 4 3 .

1 H e  a r i n g s  B e f o r e  t h e  C  o m m i  t  t e  e  o n  I m m i g r a t i o n  a n d  N a t u r a l  i -  

| z a t i o n  P i o u s e  o f  R e p r e  s e n t a t i v e  s  S e v e n t y - S i x t h  C o n 

g r e s s  F i r s t  S e s s i o n  o n  R .  R .  6 1 2 7  S u p e r s e d e d  b y  

H .  A .  9 9 8 0  A  B i l l  T o  R e v i s e  a n d  C o d i f y  t h e  N a t i o n a l i t y  

L a w s  o f  T h e  U n i  t e d  S t a t e s  I n t o  A  C o m p r e h e n s i v e  N a t i o n -  

! a l i t y  C o d e  J a n u a r y  1 7 ,  F e b r u a r y  1 5 ,  2 0 ,  2 7 ,  2 8 ,
j!
Ij M a r c h  £ ,  A p r i l  1 1 ,  1 6 ,  2 5 ,  M a y  2 ,  _ 3 ,  _ 7 ,  £ ,  1 3 ,  _ 1 4

| !  a n d  J u n e  _ 5 ,  1 9 4 0 .  G o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e .
: i

;|  W a s h i n g t o n ,  1 9 4 0 .

I H e a r i n g s  B e f o r e  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  I m m i g r a t i o n  e n d  N a t u r a l i 

z a t i o n  P l o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  S e v e n t y - S e v e n t h  C o n 

g r e  s s  F i r s  t  S e  s  s  i  o n  o n  f i .  R  >  6 2 5 0  D e  c  s i n  p e r  1 7  ?  1 9 4 1  

I a n d  S u p p l e m e n t a r y  H e a r i n g  o n  R .  R .  6 2 5 0  ( T o  a m e n d

T h e  N a t i o n a l i t y  A c  t  o f  1 9 4 0 )  S e v e n t y - S e v e n t h  C o n g r e  s _ s
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i j ,e , c o n ( ^  H e ^ s l o n  J a n u a r y  7 ,  1 9 4 2 .  G o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g  

Office. Washington, 1942.

j j f f F  I n g  s  B e f o r e  t h e  C  o m m i  t t e e  o n  I m m i g r a t i o n  a n d  N a t u r a l i -  

h W J i h Q f  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  S e v e n t y - N i n t h  C o n 

g r e s s  F i r s t  S e s s i o n  o n  E .  R .  1 7 5 ,  E .  R .  1 5 8 4 ,  E .  R .  

1 0 g _ 4 ,  H .  R .  1 7 4 6 ,  H .  R .  2 2 5 6 ,  n .  R .  2 6 0 9  B i l l s  t o  

G r a n t  a .  ^ u o t a  t o  E a s t e r n  H e m i s p h e r e  I n d i a n s  a n d  t o  

M a k e  T h e m  R a . c i a l l y  E l i g i b l e  f o r  N a t u r a l i z a t i o n .

M a r c h  _ 7 ,  8 ,  _ 1 3 ,  1 4 ,  1 9 4 5 .  G o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g  ' O f f i c e .  

W a s h i n g t o n ,  1 9 4 5 .

! H e a r i n g s  B e f o r e  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  I m m i g r a t i o n  a n d  N a t u r a l i -  

i z a t i o n  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e  s e n t a t i v e  s  S e v e n t y - N i n t h  C  o n -

I g r e s s  F i r s t  S e s s i o n  p u r s u a n t  t o  H .  R e s .  5 2  A u t h o r i -

i z i n g  A  S t u d y  o f  I m m i g r a t i o n  a n d  N a t u r a l i z a t i o n  L a w s

I a n d  P r o b l e m s  P a r t  I  A p r i l  2 4  a n d  M a y  _ 2 ,  1 9 4 5 .  G o v e r n -

| m e n t  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e .  W a s h i n g t o n ,  1 9 4 5 .

! H e a r i n g s  B e f o r e  S u b c o m m i t t e e  I I  o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  I m m i 

g r a t i o n  a n d  N  a  t u r  a l i  z  a t i  o n  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

S e v e n t y - N i n t h  C o n g r e s s  F i r s t  S e s s i o n  P u r s u a n t  t o  H .  R .  

■I 5 2  A  B i l l  A u t h o r i z i n g  a  C  o m p l e  t e  S t u d y  c f  I m m i g r a t i o n
■i

j  a n d  N a t u r a l i z a t i o n  L a w s  a n d  P r o b l e m s  M a y  £ ,  J u n e  4  a n d
]

j 5 ^  1 9 4 5 .  G o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e .  Washington,

I 1 9 4 5 .

He arings Before Subcommittee VI of the_ Committee on Immi- 
j gration a n d  Naturalization House of Representatives
1 S e venty-Ninth C ongre s s first Se ss i o n  Pursuant jto
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—  •  R e s o l u t i o n  A u  t h  o r  i  z  i n ; . ? ,  S t u d y  o f  I m m i g r a -

- t i i . Q n  ■ g j j - . c j ;  N . a t u r  a l i 2 a t i o n  L a w s  J u n e  2 5  a n d  2 6 ,  1 9 4 5 *  

G o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e .  W a s h i n g t o n ,  1 9 4 5 .  

H e a r i n g s  B e f o r e  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  I m m i g r a t i o n  a n d  N a t u r a l i 

z a t i o n  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  S e v e n t y - N i n t h  C o n 

g r e  s s  F i r s t  S e s s i o n  P u r s u a n t  to H. R e s .  5 2  A u t h o r i 

z i n g  A  S t u d y  o f  I m m i g r a t i o n  a n d  n a t u r a l i z a t i o n  L a w s  

1 a n d  P r o b l e m s  P a r t  I I I  J u l y  3 ,  1 9 4 5 .  G o v e r n m e n t

! P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e .  W a s h i n g t o n ,  1 9 4 5 .
1
j H e a - r i n g s  B e f o r e  S u b c o m m i t t e e  I  o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  I m m i -  

! g r a t i o n  a n d  N a t u r a l i z a t i o n  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

■ S e v e n t y - N i n t h  C o n g r e s s  F i r s t  S e s s i o n  P u r s u a n t  t o  H .

R e  s .  5 2  A  R e s o l u t i o n  a u t h o r i z i n g  S t u d y  o f  I m m i g r a t i o n  

i  a n d  n a t u r a l i z a t i o n  L a w s  P a r t  I  A u g u s t  _6 ,  _ 7 ,  a n d  8 ,

1 9 4 5 .  G o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e .  W a s h i n g t o n ,  1 9 4 5 .

! H e  a r i n g s  B e f o r e  S u b c o m m i t t e e  1  c h  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  I m m i -  

: g r a t i o n  a n d  N  a  t u r  a l i  z  a t i  o n  H o u s e  o f  R e  p r e  s e n t a t i v e  s

S e v e n t y - N i n t h  C o n g r e s s  F i r s t  S e s s i o n  P u r s u a n t  t o  

H .  R e s .  5 2  A  R e s o l u t i o n  A u t h o r i z i n g  S t u d y  o f  I m m i -  

g r a t i o n  a n d  N  a  t u r  a l  i  z  a  t  i o n  L a w s  P a r t  I I I  A u g u s t  2 £ *

1  2 1  a n d  2 2 ,  1 9 4 5 .  G o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e .

| W a s h i n g t o n ,  1 9 4 5 .
i

P i e  a r i n g s  B e f o r e  S u b c o m m i t t e e  No. I o f  the C O T m i i t t e _ e _  o n  

j  Immigration a n d  N a  tur a l i z  a  t  i  on H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a 

t i v e s  S e venty-Ninth C o n g r e s s  F i r s t  S e s s i o n  P u r s u a n t
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£2. S* S i A Resolution authorizing Study of

Q-nd N a tur al i  z a t  i  on Laws Part IV August 

LELl 2p.j 1945. Government Printing Office. 

Washington, 1945.

Hearings Subcommittee I of the Committee on Imrai-

gra ui on and Natur a l iz a t i  on Louse of Re pre sentative s 

$.e ve n_by-L in th Q ongre as F i r s t  Session Pursuant to H.

Hes • 5̂ . A Resolution Authorizing Study of Immigration 

and N aturalization Laws Part V August 27, 28, 51,

| 1945. Government Printing Office. Washington, 1945.

I He arings Bef ore Sub c ommi t  te e !_ of the G ommi ttee on Immi- 

! EL S- tion  and N aturalization Louse of Repre sentative s

| Seventy-Ninth Gongress F i r s t  Session Pursuant to H#
I
| Res. 52 A Resolution Authorizing Study of Immigration
i
!

and N aturalization  haws Part VI December 21, 1945.

| Government Printing Office. Washington, 1945.

Hearings Before the Committee on Immigration and N aturali- 

I zation House of Representatives Seventy-Ninth Congress

; Second Session on H. R• 5665 A B il l  to j-miend the
i
| Immigration and XXatur a l i z a t i  on Laws to Deny Admission

| jto The United Sta te s  of Certain Aliens Who Have

* Served in  the Armed Forces of Countries At War With

TEe United S ta te s , Also Members of Certain Parties 

| and Organizations 9 And to Deny N a tu r  al i  z a t  i  on jto Such

Persons, and to Reduce Immigration taotas Par u I 

I February 21, 27, 28, March 6, 1946. Government
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Prin ting  Office. Washington, 1946.

  --------------—______ Part XI March 20, 27, May 8,

1 9 4 6  • Government Printing OPPice. W a s h i n g t o n ,  1946. 

Hearings BePore Subcommittee on Immigration and N aturali

zation  o f  the C  ommi t  te e on the Judiciary House o P  

Representa tives Eightieth Congress F i r s t  Session on 

H. R. 245, E. R. 674, H. R. 1115 and H. R. 2955 B ills  

Subsections (c.) and (d) o f  Section 19 o f  the 

Immigration Act o f  February 5, 1917, As Amended 

February 26, March 19, April 21, 25, 28, 29 and May 

j 2 ,  1947. Seria l W o .  <5. Government Printing Office.

Wa shi ngton, 1947.

Hearings Before Sub c ommi ttee  on Immigration and Naturali

zation of the Committee on the Judiciary House of 

Repre sentative s Eightie th Congre ss F irs t  Se ssion on 

li* 2286 A B i l l  To Amend the Nationality Act of 

1940. June 50, 1947. Serial No. _8. Government 

P rin ting  Office. Washington, 1947.

He arings .before Sr.b committee on Immigration and N aturali

zation  of the Committee of the Judiciary House of 

Representatives E ightieth  Congress F irs t  Session oh 

2910 A B ill  To Authorize the United States 

During an Emergency Period to Undertake I t s  Fair 

Share in the Resettlement of Displaced Persons yn 

Germany, A ustria , and I t a l y , Including Relatives jsf 

C itizens or Members of Our armed Forces, By Poy^ygtting
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Adin.Iss1on Into the united States In A Number 

jliHN-D̂alQnjs l]_o A Part of the Total ^uota Numbers 

During the War Years. June 4, 6, 13, 20,

SZ> End July 2y _9, 16_, 18, 1947. Government 

P rinting  Office. 'Washington, 1947.

Hearings Before Subcommittee on Immigration and N aturali

zation of the 0 ommi ttee on the Judiciary House of 

Representatives E igh tie th  Gongress Second Session 

on H .  R. 5004 A B il l  to Provide the Privilege of 

Becoming A Naturalized Citizen of the United States 

To All Immigrants Having A Legal Right to Permanent 

Residence, to Make Immigration Quotas Available to 

A siatic  and Pacific Peoples, and for Other Purposes. 

April 19, and 2 1 , 1948. Serial No. 18. Government 

Printing  Office. Washington, 1948.

He aring Before Sub c ommi ttee No. 2  of the C ommi ttee on the 

Judiciary House of Representatives Seventy-Fourth 

Congress F i r s t  Session on H .  _J. Res. 167 Proposing 

m  Amendment to the Constitution of the United States 

With Respect to the Declaration of War and the Taking 

of Property For Public Use in Tine of War. June 19,

1955. Seria l 8.

He apings Before A See c ia l  Committee to Inve s tig ate Cjemmun- 

I s t  A c tiv itie s  in  the Uni te d States _of the House of 

Re pre sen tative s Seventy-First C ongre ss Se cond Session 

Pursuant To H. Res. 220 Providing for an Investigation
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of Communist Propaganda in  the United S ta tes . Part 

~ 2, San Francisco, California, October 6_,

1>  i£30- Government Printing Office. Washington, 

1930.

Part V—Volume No. 4, Los

Angeles , C al i f  o r  ni a , October 8, _9, 1950. Government 

P rinting  Office. Washington, 1930.

________________  Part 1--Volume No* 4, Novem-

hQ3? 10 3 84, 25, December 5_, 1950. Government 

P rin ting  Office. Washington, 1930.

______________;_______„  Part IV—Volume No, 2* July

28, 29, 1950. Chicago, I l l i n o i s . Government 

Prin ting  Office. Washington, 1930.

Pie a r ings Before A Special Committee on Un-American nc t lv i - 

t ie s  House of Representatives Seventy-Fifth Congress 

Third Se ssion on H. Res. 282; Volume _1, An Inves t ig a 

tion of Un-nmerican Propaganda A ctiv ities in the 

United S ta te s . August, 1958. Government Printing 

Office. Washington, 1938.

Volume 4. II ovembe r-Decembe r ,

1938. Government Printing Office. Washington, 1938.

  Seven ty-Kinth G ongre s s , Se c ond

Session on h. Res,. 5 To Investigate (1) The Bxt en t, 

Character, and Qb.jects of Un-American Propaganda 

Activi t ie  s In the United States * ( 2) The p±i‘fusi_on 

Within the United States of Sub vers ive and U n - Ame r  i c an
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I jP p op apt anda That Is Ins tip; ate d f  r ora F ore ign Countries

HU Ji Ponies uic Origin And Attacks The Principle of 

ft orm of Government As Guaranteed Ry Our Constitu

tion ; And (3_) All 0 ther jues tions In Relation The re to 

That Would Aid Congress In uny Necessary Remedial 

L eg is la tion . April _4, 194-6 a t Washington, D, G •

| Government Printing Office. Washington, 1946.

| ^evfsed lie ar ing s Ref ore the Committee on Un-American
i
i A c tiv itie s  House of Repre sentative s Se ve n ty-N in th

| G ongre s s Se c ond Se s si on on E. Res. _5 To Inve s tigate

(JL) The Extent, Character, and Oh,jects of Un-American 

Propaganda A ctiv ities  in  the United S ta tes ; (2J The 

j Diffusion Within The United States of Subversive and

1 Un-American Propaganda Tha t  is  Instigated  From P ore ign

I Countries or of A Domestic Origin and Attacks The
i

! Principle of The Form of Government as Guaranteed
!
: Our C onstitu tion ; And (3) a l l  Other puestions in

! Relation Thereto That Would Aid Congress_ in Any
i "  —  - -  ■' 1 1 ~  " 1

I Necessary Remedial Legislation. November 22, 1946

: At Washington, D. C■ Government Printing Office,

j Washington, 1946.

| Transcript of Proceeding s C ommlt te e on Un - Ame r i  c_gn ac tfyJG- 

:j t ie  s House of Re pre sentative s a igh tle  th C ongre_sts

'■ F i r s t  Se ssion Public Law 601 ( Section JL21, Sub

section A (2) Hearings on Gerhart K isler Investiga-
|

tion o f  Un-American Propaganda a c t _ l y i t i.es  in th e
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j - L f e Q - t e s .  F e b r u a r y  ( 5 ,  1 9 4 7 .  G o v e r n m e n t  

P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e .  W a s h i n g t o n ,  1 9 4 7 .

h n £ j g  ^ l o r e  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  u n - A m e r i c a n  A c t i v i t i e s  

.QJL R  e p r  e  s e  n  t  a  t i  v e  s  ( R e g a r d i n g  j & u g e n e  D e n n i s )  

E i g h t i e t h  C o n g r e s s  F i r s t  S e s s i o n  P u b l i c  L a v /  6 0 1  

(  S e c t i o n  1 2 1 ,  S u b s e c t i o n  1  ( j 3 ) )  A p r i l  9 ,  1 9 4 7 .  

G o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e .  W a s h i n g t o n ,  1 9 4 7 .

H e  a r i n g s  R e g a r d i n g  C  o m -

m u n i s m  i n  L a b o r  U n i o n s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  

F e b r u a r y  2 7 ,  J u l y  2 5 ,  2 4 ,  a n d  2 5 ,  1 9 4 7 .  G o v e r n m e n t  

P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e .  W a s h i n g t o n ,  1 9 4 7 .

 _ _ _ . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  T e s t i m o n y  o f  V i c t o r  A .

K r a v c h e n k o .  J u l y  2 2 ,  1 9 4 7 .  G o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g  

O f f  i c e ,  W  a s h i n g t  o n ,  1 9 4 7 .

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   H e a r i n g s  R e g a r d i n g  H a n n s

B i s l e r .  S e p t e m b e r  2 4 ,  2 5 ,  a n d  2 6 ,  1 9 4 7 .  G o v e r n m e n t  

P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e .  W a s h i n g t o n ,  1 9 4 7 .

B x c e r p t s  F r o m  H e a r i n g s  R e 

g a r d i n g  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  C o m m u n i s t  A c t i v i t i e s  i n  

C  o n n e  c  t i  o n  W i t h  T h e  A t o m i c  B o m b .  S e p t e m b e r  9 ,  1 4 .  

a n d  1 6 ,  1 9 4 8 .
H i g h t i e t h  C  o n g r e s s ,  F i r s t

S e s s i o n  o n  H .  R .  1 8 8 4  a n d  n .  R .  2 l p a  B i l l s  _ t o  C u r b  

o r >  O u t l a w  t h e  0 o m m u n l s t  p a r t y  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a u e _ s .  

M a r c h  2 4 ,  2 5 ,  2 6 ,  2 7 ,  _ 2 8 ,  1 9 4 7 .  G o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g  

O f f i c e .  " W a s h i n g t o n ,  1 9 4 7 .
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f i s f o r e  t h e  S p e c i a l  C o m m i t t e e  I n v e s t i p a t i n g  t h e

M u n i  t i o n s  I n d u s  t r y  U n i t e d  S t  a t e s  S e n a t e  S e v e n t y -

P - Q j l E ^ Q s  s  P u r s u a n t  t o  S .  H e s  .  2 0 6  a  A  R e  s o l u t i o n

_ o o  M a k e  C e r t a i n  I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  C o n c e r n i n g  t h e  M a n u -

f  a c t u n e  a n d  S a l e  o f  A n u s  a n d  0 t h e r  W a r  M u n i t i o n s *

P a r t  j 5 .  S e p t e m b e  r  1 7  a n d  1 8 ,  1 9 5 4 *  G o v e r n m e n t

P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e .  W a s h i n g t o n ,  1 9 3 4 .

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  P a r t  7 .  S e p t e m b e r  _ 1 8 ,  1 9 ,

a n d  2 0 ,  1 9 5 4 *  G o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e .
W a s h i n g t o n ,  1 9 5 4 .

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ P a r t  2 0 ,  F e b r u a r y  1 2 - 2 1 ,

1 9 5 5 .  G o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e .  W a s n i n g t o n ,  1 9 3 5 *

 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  P a r t  2 1 *  F e b r u a r y  2 2 - M a r c h

1 5 ,  1 9 5 5 .  G o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e .  W a s h i n g t o n ,

1 9 3 5 .

Q  o n g r e s  s  i  o n a l  R e p o r t s  

S t a t e m e n t s  F i l e d  W i t h  t h e  S e l e c t  C o m m i t t e e  o n  P o s t w a r  

M i l i t a r y  P o l i c y  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  S e v e n t y -  

P l i n t h  C o n g r e s s  F i r s t  S e s s i o n  P u r s u a n t  t o  H .  R e s .

4 6 5  n  R e s o l u t i o n  t o  E s t a b l i s h  a  S e l e c t  C o m m i t t e e  o n  

P o s t w a r  M i l i t a r y  P o l i c y  P a r t s  1_ a n d  I I  *  G o v e r n m e n t  

P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e .  W a s h i n g t o n ,  1 9 4 5 .

R e p o r t  o f  S u b c o m m i t t e e  I  o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  I m m i g r a t i o n  

a n d  N a t u r a l i z a t i o n  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  to  t h e  

F u l l  C o m m i t t e e  o n  H e a r i n g s  H e l d  P u r s u a n t  . t o  l i *

5 2  A u t o o r i z i n g  A  S t u d y  o f  I m m i g r a t i o n  a n d .  N a t u r a l i ~
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z  a t  i o n  L a v / s  a n d  P r o b l e m s .  G o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g  

O f f i c e .  W a s h i n g t o n ,  1 9 4 5 ,  

f i o . . P  Q 3?  t  o f  t h e  C  o m m i  t t e e  o n  U n - A m e r i c a n  Activities P u r 

s u a n t  t o  E .  R e  s  *  J 5  ( 7 9  t h  C o n g r e  s s  )  J a n u a r y  2 ,  1 9 4 7 .  

G o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e .  W a s h i n g t o n ,  1 9 4 7 .

U n i o n  C a l e n d a r  N o .  9 5 5 .  H o u s e  R e p o r t  N o .  1 9 2 0 ,  8 0 t h  

C o n g r e s s j  2 n d  S e s s i o n , ,  R e  p o r t  o n  t h e  C o m m u n i s t  

P a r t y  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  A s  A n  A d v o c a t e  o f  O v e r 

t h r o w  o f  G o v e r n m e n t  B y  F o r c e  a n d  V i o l e n c e .  M a y  1 1 ,  

1 9 4 8 .  G o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e .  W a s h i n g t o n ,  1 9 4 8 .  

R e p o r t  N o .  1 8 4 4 .  8 0  t h  G o n g r e  s s  2 n d  S e s s i o n  P r o t e c t i n g

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  A g a i n s t  U n - A m e r i c a n  Ana S u b v e r s i v e  

A c t i v i t i e s .  A p r i l  5 0 ,  1 9 4 8 .  G o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g  

O f f i c e .  W a s h i n g t o n ,  1 9 4 8 .

R e p o r t  o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  U n - A m e r i c a n  A c t i v i t i e s  a n d

P r o p a g a n d a . U n i  o n C a l e n d a r  N o .  8 6 8 , 7 9 t h  C o n g r e s s ,

2 n d S e  s s i o n , H o u s e R e p o r t  N o .  2 7 4 2 . I n t r o d u c  t i o n

T o T e  s  t i m o n y G i v e n B y  J .  j i d g a r  P I o o v e r ,  D i r e c t o r  o f

t h e F e d e r a l B u r e  a u o f  I n v e s t i g a t i o n . J a n u a r y  2 ,

1 9 4 7 .  G o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e .  W a s h i n g t o n ,  1 9 4 7 .

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  S t a t e  P u b l i c a t i o n s  

C h a r t e r  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s .  R e p o r t  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  

o n  t h e  R e s u l t s  o f  t h e  S a n  F r a n c i s c o  C o n f e r e n c e .  

G o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e .  Publication 2 o 4 9  •  

C o n f e r e n c e  S e r i e s  7 1 .  J u n e  2 6 ,  1 9 4 5 .
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A  f t . Q . P Q E i i  O n  j ^ h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n t r o l  o f  A t o m i c  S n e r g j .  

G o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  ’W a s h i n g t o n ,  D .  C .  

P u b l i c a t i o n  2 4 9 8 ,  S e c o n d  R e p r i n t .

o n  T i j P  P o s t w a r  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  X n f o i m a t i o n  P r o 

g r a m  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  B y  D r .  A r t h u r  V / *  M a c m a h o n .  

G o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D .  C .  1 9 4 5 .  

P u b l i c a t i o n  2 4 3 8 .

S P E C I A L  T R E A T I S E S  

B e a r d ,  C h a r l e s  A .  P r e s i d e n t  R o o s e v e l t  a n d  t h e  C o m i n g  o f  

T h e  W a r  1 9 4 1 .  N e w  H a v e n .  Y a l e  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s .

1 9 4 8 .

T h i s  i s  a  s t u d y  o f  t h e  p l a c i n g  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  
t h e  e n t r y  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n t o  W o r l d  W a r  I I ,  a n d  i s  

I b a s e d  i n  p a r t  o n  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  j o i n t  C o m m i t t e e  o f  
I C o n g r e s s  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  a t t a c k  o n  P e a r l  H a r b o r .  I t  i s  

t h e  a u t h o r 1 s  t h e m e  t h a t  P r e s i d e n t  R o o s e v e l t  w a s  i n  f a v o r  
o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  e n t e r i n g  t h e  w a r  a n d  h e  t r a c e s  t h e  
s t e p s  w h i c h  b r o u g h t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n t o  i t .

! B y r n e s ,  J a m e s  F .  S p e a k i n g  F r a n k l y .  N e w  Y o r k .  H a r p e r
i

a n d  B r o t h e r s  P u b l i s h e r s .  1 9 4 7 .

I A  c a n d i d  s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  a u t h o r ' s  e x p e r i e n c e s  f i r s t
: a s  o b s e r v e r  a t  t h e  Y a l t a  C o n f e r e n c e ,  a n d  l a t e r  a s  S e c r e 
t a r y  o f  S t a t e .

j D a v i s ,  F o r e s t  a n d  L i n d l e y ,  E r n e s t .  H o w  W a r  C a m e  ;  A n  

| A m e r i c a n  W h i t e  P a p e r ;  F r o m  t h e  F a l l  o f  F r a n c e  t o
i j

P e a r l  H a r b o r .  N e w  Y o r k .  S i m o n  a n d  S c h u s t e r .  1 9 4 2 .

A n  e x c e l l e n t  a n d  v a l u a b l e  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  m a j o r  e v e n t s  
j t h a t  s h a p e d  A m e r i c a n  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  1 9 4 0 - 1 9 4 2 .

I'S t e t t e n i u s ,  E d w a r d  R .  L e n d - L e a s e ,  > » e a  p a n  f o r  V i c j t o r Y *
i i

New York. The Macmillan Company, 1944.
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T h . i s  b o o k  g i v e s  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  a n d  a c c u r a t e  a c c o u n t  
o f  l e n d - l e a s e  a s  a  w e a p o n  f o r  v i c t o r y .  I l l u s t r a t i o n s  a n d  

d i a g r a m s  e n h a n c e  t h e  v a l u e  o f  a  c l e a r *  w e  11  —  o r g a n i z e d  
text.

T o m l i n s o n ,  R d w a r d ,  B a t t l e  f  o r  t h e  H e m i s p h e r e .  N e w  Y o r k .  

C h a r l e s  S c r i b n e r 1 s  S o n s .  1 9 4 7 .

T h e  s u b - t i t l e  o f  t h i s  r a t h e r  d i s t u r b i n g  b o o k  i s  
n D e m o c r a c y  V e r s u s  T o t a l i t a r i a n i s m  i n  t h e  O t h e r  A m e r i c a . n  
T h e  o t h e r  A m e r i c a n  r e p u b l i c s  w e r e  a  m i g h t y  h e l p  t o  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  i t s  a l l i e s  i n  W o r l d  W a r  I I ,  h u t  t h e  
| a u t h o r 1 s  o p i n i o n  i s  t h a t  c h a n c e s  o f  s u c h  a i d  b e i n g  e x -  
|  t e n d e d  a g a i n  a r e  d a n g e r o u s l y  t h r e a t e n e d  b y  t h e  i n f i l t r a -  
| t i o n  o f  a  s m a l l  b u t  p o w e r f u l  g r o u p  o f  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  
I m e m b e r s  i n t o  a  f e w  v i t a l  i n d u s t r i e s  a s  w e l l  a s  i n t o  c i t a 

d e l s  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t s  t h e m s e l v e s .  H e  a d v o c a t e s  a  n e w  
D o l l a r  D i p l o m a c y  w h i c h  w o u l d  h e l p  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  o f  

| I n d u s t r y  i n  L a t i n  A m e r i c a ,  a n d  w h i c h  w o u l d  d e a l  w i t h  
! p e o p l e s ,  n o t  t h e i r  g o v e r n m e n t s .

j Z i l l i a c u s ,  K o d n e .  M i r r o r  o f  t h e  P a s t ;  a  H i s  t o r y  o f  S e c  r e  t
i!
j i  D i p l o m a c y .  N e w  Y o r k .  C u r r e n t  B o o k s ,  I n c . ,  a .  A .

I P / y n ,  P u b l i s h e r .  1 9 4 6 .

| T h e  t h e s i s  o f  t h i s  w o r k  I s  t h a t  s e c r e t  d i p l o m a c y ,  c o m -
c o m i t a n t  o f  c a p i t a l i s t - i m p e r i a l i s t  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y ,  l e a d s  

! I n e v i t a b l y  t o  w a r .  T h e  l a c k  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a -  
i t i o n  m a d e  p o s s i b l e  u n m o r a l  s e c r e t  d i p l o m a c y  w h i c h  c a u s e d  

t h e  d r i f t  i n t o  W o r l d  W a r  I  a n d  I t s  p r o l o n g a t i o n  w h i l e  
I a t t e m p t s  w e r e  m a d e  t o  h e a d  o f f  t h e  R u s s i a n  R e v o l u t i o n ,  

i T h e  a u t h o r  p u r p o r t s  t o  s h o w  t h a t  t h e  u p s u r g e  o f  d e m o c r a c y  
| f o r c e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  L e a g u e  o f  R a t i o n s  a g a i n s t  t h e  

i j  w i s h e s  o f  t h e  I m p e r i a l i s t s ,  w h o  t h e n  t r i e d  t o  r e b u i l d  t h e
i  o l d  s y s t e m ,  t h u s  w r e c k i n g  b h e  L e a g u e ,  r e v e r t i n g  t o  i n t e r -  

1  n a t i o n a l  a n a r c h y ,  p o w e r  p o l i t i c s ,  a n d  e n d i n g  I n  W o r l d
: |  W a r  I I .
ii ii
i
; | M L M O I R S  A N D  B I O G - R A P H I B S

; | h u 1 1 ,  C o r d e l l .  M e m o i r s .  N e w  Y o r k .  M a c m i l l a n  C o m p a n y .

| |  1 9 4 8 .  2  v o l u m e s .
I,

j T h e  a u t o b i o g r a p h y  o f  t h e  g r e a t  s t a t e s m a n  w h o  s e r v e d
, a s  S e c r e t a r ; /  o f  S t a t e  f r o m  1 9 5 5  t o  1 9 4 4 ,  a  l o n g e r  p e r i o d  
: t h a n  a n y  o f  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r s .  T h e  1 8 0 4  p a g e s  p r e s e n t  a
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frank and revealing account of t h e  diplomacy of t h e  
Roosevelt Administration.

S h e r w o o d ,  R o b e r t  H .  R o o s e v e l t  a n d  H o p k i n s ,  A n  I n t i m a t e

H i s t o r y .  H e w  Y o r k *  H a r p e r  a n d  H r  o t h e r s  P u b l i s h e r s .

1 9 4 8 .

I n  t h i s  w o r k  i s  r e c o n s t r u c t e d  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  
H o p k i n s  t o  R o o s e v e l t ,  a n d  t h e  p a r t  p l a y e d  b y  H o p k i n s  

d u r i n g  t h e  c r u c i a l  y e a r s  b e f o r e  a n d  I n  W o r l d  » » a r  I I .
I t  i s  a  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  

t h e  g r e a t  c o a l i t i o n  a n a  t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  W o r l d  t a r  I I .

S t i n s o n ,  I l e n r y  L .  a n d  B u n d y ,  H e  G e o r g e .  O n  ac t i v e  S e r v i c e

i n  P e a c e  a n d  B a r .  h e w  Y o r k .  H a r p e r  a n d  B r o t h e r s .

1 9 4 7 .

T h i s  b i o g r a p h y  o f  11 a c t i v e  s e r v i c e  i n  p e a c e  a n d  w a r ”  
i s  b a s e d  o n  t h e  d i a r i e s ,  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  s p e e c h e s  a n d  
o t h e r  p a p e r s  o f  H e n r y  L .  S t i r n s o n ,  w h o  h a s  h e l d  p u b l i c  
o f f i c e  u n d e r  e v e r y  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  f r o m  

T h e o d o r e  R o o s e v e l t  t o  T r u m a n  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  H a r d i n g .  
O v e r  h a l f  o f  t h e  l o n g  b o o k  d e a l s  w i t h  ’W o r l d  b a r  I I .

TREATISES

C u l p ,  D o r o t h y ,  T h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n :  A  S t u d y  i n  P r e s s u r e  

I :  P o l i t i c s .  T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C h i c a g o  L i b r a r i e s .
I
j |  P r i v a t e  R d i t i o n .  C h i c a g o ,  1 9 4 2 .

j A  s t u d y  o f  t h e  L e g i o n  a s  a  p r e s s u r e  g r o u p .

| D u f f i e l d ,  M a r c u s ,  K i n g  L e g i o n .  J .  C a p e  a n d  H .  S m i t h .

| j  N e w  Y o r k ,  1 9  3 1 .

j j  G - e H e r m a n ,  W i l l i a m ,  T h e  A m e r ic a n  L e g i o n  A s  g d u c a t o r .

. '  T e a c h e r s  C o l l e g e ,  C o l u m b i a  U n i v e r s i t y ,  h e w  Y o r k ,
i
j : 1938.

j A  s t u d y  o f  t h e  L e g i o n *  s  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m  a s
a d v o c a t e d  f o r  U .  S .  s c h o o l s #
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Gray, J u s t i n ,  The I n s i d e  S t o r y  o f  t h e  heg i o n .  B o n i  &

G a e r ,  I n c . ,  h e w  Y o r k ,  1 9 4 8 .

T h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  d e m o c r a c y  i n  t h e  L e g i o n  i n  c o m p a r i s o n  
t o  a n  i m a g i n a r y  p e r f e c t  d e m o c r a c y .

J o n e s ,  R i c h a r d  S e e  lye, A  H i  s  t o r y  o f  t h e  a m e  r i  c a n  L e g i  o n .

T h e  B o h b s - M e r r i l l  C o m p a n y ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  1 9 4 6 .

T h e  m o s t  c o m p l e t e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  L e g i o n  s o  far 
published.

W h e a t ,  G e o r g e  S e a y ,  T h e  S t o r y  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n ;

T h e  B i r t h  o f  t h e  L e g i o n .  G *  P .  P u t n a m 1 s  S o n s ,  N e w  

Y o r k  a n d  L o n d o n ,  1 9 1 9 .

NEWSPAPERS

A l b u q u e r q u e  J o u r n a l .  D a i l y .  N e w  M e x i c o .  1 8 8 0 - d a t e .  

C o l o r a d o  S p r i n g s  P r e e  P r e s s .  D a i l y .  C o l o r a d o .  1 9 4 7 - d a t e .  

C h i c a g o  T r i b u n e .  D a i l y .  I l l i n o i s .  1 9 4 0 - 1 9 4 7 .

C h i c a g o  S u n .  D a i l y .  I l l i n o i s *  1 9 4 0 - 1 9 4 7 .

C h i c a g o  S u n - T i m e s .  D a i l y .  I l l i n o i s .  1 9 4 7 - d a t e .

C h i c a g o  H e r ald-A im e r i c a n .  D a i l y .  I l l i n o i s .  1 8 8 1 - d a t e .

T h e  D e n v e r  P o s t .  D a i l y .  C o l o r a d o .  1 8 9 2 - d a t e .

T h e  D e t r o i t  P r e e  P r e s s .  D a i l y .  M i c h i g a n .  1 8 3 1 - d a t e .

T h e  M i l w a u k e e  J o u r n a l .  D a i l y .  W i s c o n s i n .  1 8 8 2 - d a t e .

T h e  M i l w a u k e e  S e n t i n e l .  D a i l y .  W i s c o n s i n .  1 8 3 7 - d a t e .

N e w  Y o r k  T i m e s .  D a i l y .  N e w  Y o r k .  1 8 5 1 - d a t e .

S a n t a  P e  N e w  M e x i c a n .  D a i l y .  N e w  M e x i c o .  1 8 4 9 - d a t e .
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M A G A Z I N E !  A R T I C L E S  

“ A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n 11 I n  R e v i e w  o f  R e v i e w s ,  1 : 7 ,  M a y  1 7 ,  1 9 1 9 *  

“ A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n ”  I n  O u t l o o k ,  1 2 2 : 4 2 1 - 4 2 2 ,  J u l y  1 6 ,  1 9 1 9 .  

“ A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n ”  i n  F o r u m ,  6 2 : 2 1 9 - 2 2 2 ,  a u g u s t ,  1 9 1 9 .

| “ A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n ”  i n  C u r r e n t  H i s t o r y ,  3 5 : 2 6 6 - 2 6 7 ,

|  N o v e m b e r ,  1 9 3 1 .

“ A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n *  A  D e f e n s e ”  i n  N a t i o n ,  1 1 3 : 7 0 3 - 7 0 4 ,  

D e c e m b e r  1 4 ,  1 9 2 1 .

! “ A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  a n d  t h e  A l l e g e d  T e a c h i n g  o f  C o m m u n i s m ”

|  I n  S c h o o l  a n d  S o c i e t y ,  4 0 : 2 7 3 - 2 7 4 ,  S e p t e m b e r  1 ,

1 9 3 4 .

“ A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  a n d  I n v o l v e m e n t ”  I n  S c r i b n e r 1 s  C o m m e n t a -
I

t o r ,  9 : 3 1 - 3 5 ,  N o v e m b e r ,  1 9 4 0 .

! “ A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  I n  P o l i t i c s ”  i n  F o r u m ,  8 5 : 2 5 7 - 2 6 5 ,T" U " 1 '
I
' M a y  3 1 ,  1 9 3 1 .
I!
I “ A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n :  I t s  C o n v e n t i o n  a n d  I t s  N e w  C o m m a n d e r ”

O u t l o o k ,  1 2 3 : 3 4 8 - 3 4 9 ,  N o v e m b e r  2 6 ,  1 9 1 9 .

I “ A m e r i c a n  L e g i b n  S e e s  t h e  L i g h t ”  i n  H e w  R e p u b l i c ,  8 7 : 2 8 4 ,  

J u l y  1 5 ,  1 9 3 4 .

" A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  S e r v e s  t h e  C o m m u n i t y "  I n  A m e r i c a n  C _ i _ t y ,

; 2 5 : 5 0 5 ,  D e c e m b e r ,  1 9 2 1 .

j " A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  T a k e s  O r d e r s "  I n  A m e r i c a n  M e r c u r y ,  

4 8 : 1 4 8 - 1 5 7 ,  O c t o b e r  1 9 3 9 .  

j " A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  v e r s u s  a m e r i c a ”  i n  N a t i o n ,  1 3 6 : 2 8 7 - 2 8 9 ,  

i j  M a r c h  1 5 ,  1 9 3 3 .
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" A m e r i c a n  Y o u t h  a n d  F r e n c h  B a t t l e  S c a r s "  i n  L i t e r a r y  

D i £ e _ s t ,  9 5 : 3 8 - 4 4 ,  O c t o b e r  1 5 ,  1 9 2 7 .

A m e  l i e  a n i z i n g  A m e r i c a n s  a s  t h e  L e g i o n  D o e s  I t "  i n  L i  t e  r  a r y  

D i g e s t ,  7 6 : 4 2 - 4 4 ,  J a n u a r y  1 3 ,  1 9 2 3 .

A n o t h e r  e a r n i n g  t o  t h e  L e g ! o n "  i n  L i t e r a r y  D i g e s t ,  

6 3 : 1 8 - 1 9 ,  D e c e m b e r  2 7 ,  1 9 1 9 .

B a g l e y ,  W .  C . ,  " P e a c e - t i m e  T r a i n i n g  P r o p o s a l  f r o m  t h e  

A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  D e f e n s e  C o m m i t t e e "  i n  S c h o o l  a n d  

S o c i e t y ,  6 2 : 2 0 ,  J u l y  1 4 ,  1 9 4 5 ;  6 2 : 5 2 ,  J u l y  2 8 ,  1 9 4 5 .

B a l d r i d g e ,  C y r u s  L e R o y ,  " i s  t h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  A m e r i c a n " ?  

i n  S c r i b n e r T s  M a g a z i n e ,  1 0 0 : 1 3 4 - 1 3 8 ,  S e p t e m b e r ,  1 9 3 6 .

“ B i r t h  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n "  i n  O u t l o o k ,  1 2 2 : 1 0 4 - 1 0 5 ,

M a y  2 1 ,  1 9 1 9 .

" B u t t o n s :  l a n e r i c a n  L e g i o n  F r e t s  a s  I t a l i a n s  G e t  B m b l e m s "

^ - n  H e w s w e e k ,  1 : 8 ,  J u l y  1 5 ,  1 9 3 3 .

" C o m m a n d e r  O w s l e y  o f  t h e  L e g i o n  a n d  P , I s  F o u r  P o i n t s "  I n  

L i  t e r  a r ; y  D i p ; e  s  t ,  7 5 : 5 0 - 5 4 ,  K o v s m b e r  l b ,  1 9 2 < o .

C o o k ,  S y l v a n u s ,  " R e a l  A m e r ic a n  L e g i o n "  I n  r a t l o n ,  1 2 5 ;  

2 2 4 - 2 2 o ,  S e p t e m b e r  7 ,  1 9 2 7 .

D r a i n ,  J .  A .  ( R a t i o n a l  Commander) " A m erican  L e g i o n  i n  t h e  

Y e a r  r o  C o m e "  i n  O u t l o o k ,  1 3 8 : 3 6 4 - 3 6 5 ,  N o v e m b e r  5 ,  

1 9 2 4 .

" D r u n k  W i t h  S i g h t  o f  P o w e r "  i n  C h r i s t i a n  C e n t u r y ,  

4 8 : 1 2 3 4 - 1 2 3 6 ,  O c t o b e r  7 ,  1 9 3 1 .

"F irst Commander of t h e  Legion" I n  L iterary  D . i £ F _ s J h  

63:58-61, December 20, 1919.
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P i s h ,  H a m i l t o n  J r . ,  " i n  D e f e n s e  o f  t h e  L e g i o n "  i n  F o r u m ,  

8 6 : 2 9 - 3 2 ,  J u l y ,  1 9 3 1 *

G r a y ,  J u s t i n ,  " L e g i o n * s  A m e r i c a n i s m "  i n  H e w  R e p u b l i c ,  

1 1 9 : 1 9 - 2 1 ,  J u l y ,  1 9 4 8 .  

j G - u e r l a c ,  H o w a r d  P . ,  ( N a t i o n a l  C o m m a n d e r )  " A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n *  s  

|  P r o g r a m  f o r  1 9 2 6 - 1 9 2 7 "  i n  O u t l o o k ,  1 4 4 : 4 0 1 - 4 0 2 ,

N o v e m b e r  2 4 ,  1 9 2 6 .

" H e r o e s :  K i n g m a k e r s "  i n  T i m e ,  3 2 : 1 0 ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 6 ,  1 9 3 8 .  

H e r r i n g ,  E .  P e n d l e t o n ,  " S c o t c h i n g  t h e  V e t e r a n *  s  L o b b y "  

i ^ Q r t h  A m e r i c a n  R e v i e w ,  2 3 6 : 4 8 - 5 4 ,  J u l y ,  1 9 3 3 .

j " H i g h  P o w e r  S a v a g e  L e a d i n g  D o u g h b o y s  B a c k  t o  F r a n c e "  i n
|
| L i t e r a r y  D i g e s t ,  9 1 : 4 0 - 5 2 ,  D e c e m b e r  1 1 ,  1 9 2 6 .

| H o o v e r ,  J .  E d g a r ,  " O u r  A c h i l l e s  H e e l ;  L o y a l  A m e r i c a n s  M u s t  

1 S t a n d  U p  a n d  B e  C o u n t e d "  i n  V i t a l  S p e e c h e s ,  1 3 : 1 0 - 1 1 ,

O c t o b e r  1 5 ,  1 9 4 6 .

|  " H o w  A m e r i c a n  I s  t h e  L e g i o n " ?  i n  H e ? /  R e p u b l i c ,  1 1 1 : 3 2 9 -
i
f  3 3 1 ,  S e p t e m b e r  1 8 ,  1 9 4 4 .
N
: " H o w  F r a n c e  7 / i l l  R e c e i v e  t h e  L e g i o n n a i r e s "  i n  O u t l o o k ,
i
| j  1 4 6 : 4 9 5 ,  A u g u s t  1 7 ,  1 9 2 7 .

|  " I s  t h e  L e g i o n  A  M e n a c e " ?  i n  C h r i s t i a n  C e n t u r y ,  4 6 : 1 2 7 0 -
j

I  1 2 7 1 ,  O c t o b e r  1 6 ,  1 9 2 9 .
;i

I " i s  t h e  L e g i o n  B e i n g  D e l u d e d ?  S h e  p h e r d - n a y  B i l l  i n
.|
| j  C h r i s t i a n  C e n t u r y ,  5 5 : 3 0 7 - 3 0 8 ,  M a r c h  9 ,  1 9 3 8 .

’ " L a b o r  F i g h t s  t h e  A m e r ic a n  L e g io n "  i n  A m e r i c a n  M e r c u r y ,

3 4 : 1 1 1 ,  J a n u a r y , 1 935
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" L a b o r ,  t h e  L e g i o n  a n d  R e d s *1 i n  . L i t e r a r y  D i g e s t ,  1 2 0 : 5 ,  

O c t o b e r  1 9 ,  1 9 3 5 .

" L e g i o n  a n d  V F W  V e e r i n g  A w a y  P r o m  O n c e - S t a n c h  I s o l a t i o n -  

i s m t r  i n  N e w s w e e k ,  4 8 : 1 9 ,  S e p t e m b e r  8 ,  1 9 4 1 .  

i f L e g i o n  G a r r i e s  o n  A t t a c k  o n  P r e s i d e n t  G - u s t a v s o n "  i n  

R a t i o n ,  1 5 8 : 4 5 9 ,  A p r i l  1 5 ,  1 9 4 4 *  

j " L e g i o n  D e c l a r e d  O p p o s e d  t o  P e d e r a l  C o n s t i t u t i o n "  i n  

■ C h r i s t i a n  C e n t u r y ,  4 1 : 4 8 4 ,  A p r i l  1 1 ,  1 9 3 4 .

" L e g i o n  E x p e l s  I t s  L i b e r a l s "  i n  S l e w  R e p u b l i c ,  7 5 : 9 3 - 9 4 ,  

J u n e  7 ,  1 9 3 3 .

j " L e g i o n  H o l d s  F i r s t  W a r t i m e  C o n v e n t i o n "  i n  S c h o l a s t i c ,  

j 4 1 : 4 ,  O c t o b e r  5 ,  1 9 4 2 .
i

" L e g i o n  J u b i l e e ;  W a r - s o b e r e d  V e t e r a n s  H o l d  Q u i e t  2 5 t h

j A n n u a l  M e e t i n g "  i n  N e w s w e e k ,  2 2 : 4 4 ,  O c t o b e r  4 ,
!

1 9 4 - 4 .

! " L e g i o n  L i b e r a l i s m "  i n  C h r i s t i a n  C e n t u r y ,  5 3 : 1 2 6 1 ,

| S e p t e m b e r  2 3 ,  1 9 3 6 .
1
Si

; " L e g i o n ’ s  N e u t r a l i t y "  i n  N e w s w e e k ,  1 4 : 2 8 ,  O c t o b e r  2 ,

|  1 9 3 9 .
I
i " L e g i o n  O v e r w h e l m s  N e w  Y o r k :  S t r e s s e s  N a t i o n a l  D e f e n s e "

! i n  S c h o l a s t i c ,  3 1 : 1 3 ,  O c t o b e r  9 ,  1 9 3 7 .

1 " L e g i o n  P r o p o s e s  I t s  O w n  D r a f t  P l a n "  i n  C h r i s t i a n  C e n t u r y ,  

6 2 : 1 3 4 0 ,  D e c e m b e r  5 ,  1 9 4 5 .

! " L e g i o n  S i l e n c e s  B o r a h  o n  P e a c e "  i n  C h r i s t i a n  C e n t u r y ,

* 5 3 : 1 5 8 3 ,  N o v e m b e r  1 1 ,  1 9 3 6 .

" L e g i o n  R a i d "  i n  C h r i s t i a n  C e n t u r y ,  4 9 : 1 1 5 4 ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 8 ,
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1932.
" L e g i o n  S t r i k e s  A  B l o w "  i n  T i m e ,  3 8 : 1 2 ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 9 ,  1 9 4 1 .  

" L e g i o n  T r a n s i t i o n :  D e l e g a t e s  C a l l  f o r  N e u t r a l i t y  R e p e a l "  

N e w s w e e k ,  1 8 : 1 5 ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 9 ,  1 9 4 1 .

" L e g i o n  t o  W a r  o n  I s m s "  I n  S c h o l a s t i c ,  3 3 : 1 6 5 ,  O c t o b e r  8 ,  

1 9 3 8 .

" L e g i o n ’ s  B e t r a y a l "  i n  N a t i o n ,  1 3 6 : 5 8 4 - 5 8 5 ,  M a y  2 4 ,  1 9 3 3 .
Ii
| " L e g i o n  P r e p a r e s  f o r  W a r "  i n  S c r i b n e r ’ s  M a g a z i n e ,  9 0 : 1 7 4 -
j
| 1 8 1 ,  A u g u s t ,  1 9 3 1 .

| " L e g i o n  a n d  t h e  N a t i o n ;  I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  J .  A .  D r a i n "  i n
I
i I n d e p e n d e n t ,  1 1 3 : 4 4 3 - 4 4 5 ,  N o v e m b e r  2 9 ,  1 9 2 4 - .

! " L e g i o n ’ s  C o n s c r i p t i o n  P r o g r a m "  i n  L i t e r a r y  D i g e s t ,
I
I 9 5 : 1 0 ,  N o v e m b e r  5 ,  1 9 2 7 .

" L e g i o n ’ s  S e c o n d  A S F "  i n  L i t e r a r y  D i g e s t ,  9 5 : 5 - 7 ,

! O c t o b e r  1 ,  1 9 2 7 .

I " L e g i s l a t i v e  A i m s  o f  t h e  L e g i o n "  i n  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  D i g e s t ,
I
' 1 1 : 2 6 6 ,  N o v e m b e r  1 9 3 2 .

' " L e t ’ s  M i n d  O u r  O w n  B u s i n e s s "  i n  S c h o l a s t i c ,  2 7 : 1 5 ,
i
| N o v e m b e r  9 ,  1 9 3 5 .
'i
! |  " L i b e r a l  L e a d e r s h i p  I n  t h e  L e g i o n "  i n  C h r i s t i a n  C e n t u r y ,
i
j l  5 3 : 1 0 0 9 - 1 0 1 0 ,  J u l y  2 2 ,  1 9 3 6 .

! L y f o r d ,  J «  P » ,  " B r a s s  K n u c k l e  P a t r i o t s *  i n  N e w  R e p u b l i c ,

; ;  1 1 7 : 2 1 - 2 2 ,  D e c e m b e r  2 9 ,  1 9 4 7 .
j

i Mc«tuigg, J o h n  R. ,  (National C o m m a n d e r )  " W h a t  t h e  L e g i o n

Wants in 1926" in Outlook, 141:599-600, December 16,
;| 1925.
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j M c W i l l i a m s ,  G . ,  " L e g i o n  L o o k s  a t  L a b o r "  I n  N a t i o n ,  

1 6 1 : 3 0 9 - 3 1 1 ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 9 ,  1 9 4 5 .

" M r .  R o o s e v e l t  S p e a k s  F i r m l y  t o  t h e  L e g i o n "  i n  R e v i e w  o f  

R e v i e w s ,  8 8 : 1 5 - 1 6 ,  N o v e m b e r  1 9 3 3 .

N o l a n ,  I ! .  J . ,  " L e g i o n  L o o k s  S o u t h ”  i n  I n t e r - A m e r i c a n .

3 : 4 6 ,  S e p t e m b e r ,  1 9 4 4 .

" O v e r s e a s  G l a n c e s  a t  C u r  L e g i o n n a i r e s "  I n  L i t e r a r y  D i g e s t ,  

9 5 : 2 1 - 2 2 ,  O c t o b e r  1 5 ,  1 9 3 7 .

" P a n  A m e r i c a n  P r o j e c t "  i n  B u l l e t i n  o f  t h e  P a n  A m e r i c a n  

U n i o n ,  7 8 : 1 7 6 - 1 7 7 ,  M a r c h  5 ,  1 9 4 4 .

" P a t r i o t i s m  B e f o r e  P r o f i t s "  i n  F o r u m ,  9 1 : 3 2 1 - 3 2 2 ,  J u l y ,

| 1 9 3 4 ;  9 2 : 1 2 8 ,  August, 1 9 3 4 ;  9 2 : 3 8 2 - 3 8 4 ,  D e c e m b e r ,

I 1 9 3 4 .

i !  " P e a c e  C a m p a i g n 11 i n  T i m e ,  4 6 : 2 3 ,  D e c e m b e r  3 ,  1 9 4 5 .
j .  —

! " P e a c e t i m e  P r o g r a m  o f  t h e  L e g i o n "  I n  N a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  

| A s s o c i a t i o n ,  1 9 2 2 : 2 2 0 - 2 2 4 .

I P e r r y ,  R a l p h  E . ,  " T h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  I n  P o l i t i c s "  i n  

j j  O u t l o o k ,  1 2 4 : 6 2 - 6 3 ,  J a n u a r y  1 4 ,  1 9 2 0 .
j j
! |  " P e r s h i n g ’ s  W a r n i n g  t o  t h e  L e g i o n "  I n  L i t e r a r y  D i g e s t ,  

6 2 : 1 0 ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 7 ,  1 9 1 9 .
: iII

I " P e a c e t i m e  T r a i n i n g  P r o p o s a l  F r o m  t h e  L e g i o n  D e f e n s e  

! l C o m m i t t e e "  I n  S c h o o l  a n d  S o c i e  t y ,  6 2 : 2 0 ,  J u l y  1 4 ,

i i  1 9 4 5 .
; j
i j  " P o l i t i c s  a n d  t h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n "  i n  W o r l d h s ,  U o r k j ,  

3 8 : 2 4 2 - 2 4 4 ,  J u l y ,  1 9 1 9 .
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j

! ’ ' P o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  L e g i o n  o n  t h e  P r o p o s e d  L u d l o w  A m e n d m e n t "  

i n  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  D i g e s t ,  1 7 : 6 4 ,  F e b r u a r y ,  1 9 3 8 .  

" R e a s o n s  f o r  S u p p o r t  o f  C o m p u l s o r y  M i l i t a r y  T r a i n i n g "

i n  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  D i g e s t ,  2 0 : 2 0 9 - 2 1 1 ,  A u g u s t ,  1 9 4 1 .  

" R e d s  o n  t h e  R u n ? "  i n  T i m e ,  5 1 : 3 3 ,  M a y  3 ,  1 9 4 8 .

R o o s e v e l t ,  A r c h i b a l d ,  " T h e  E n e m y  W i t h i n  t h e  C a t e "  i n  N e w  

O u t l o o k ,  1 6 1 : 7 - 9 ,  O c t o b e r ,  1 9 3 2 .

" S e l f i s h  o r  U n s e l f i s h  H e r o e s ;  P o l i c y  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  

j L e g i o n "  i n  W o r l d 1 s  W o r k ,  3 9 : 5 3 8 - 5 3 9 ,  A p r i l ,  1 9 2 0 .

|  S i l v e r ,  E . ,  " C o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a s  t o  t h e  W a r  a n d  

j  t o  t h e  P e a c e ;  N e e d  f o r  S c h o o l s  o r g a n i z e d  o n  a  M i l i t a r y

} B a s i s "  i n  A n n a l s  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  A c a d e m y  o f  P o l i t i -
i

|  c a l  a n d  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e ,  2 2 8 : 2 1 - 3 4 ,  J u l y ,  1 9 4 3 .

j " S o l d i e r - L a b o r  A l l i a n c e "  i n  L i t e r a r y  D i g e s t ,  7 5 : 1 2 - 1 3 ,  

j  N o v e m b e r  4 ,  1 9 2 2 .

! S a v a g e ,  H o w a r d  P . ,  ( N a t i o n a l  C o m m a n d e r )  " A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n ’ s  

| P r o g r a m  f o r  1 9 2 6 - 1 9 2 7 "  i n  O u t l o o k ,  1 4 4 : 4 0 1 - 4 0 2 ,

| N o v e m b e r  2 4 ,  1 9 2 6 .

; T r e a t ,  I d a ,  " I s  T h i s  A m e r i c a  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  i n  P a r i s "
i j

j I n  M a t i o n ,  1 2 5 : 4 2 0 - 4 2 2 ,  O c t o b e r  1 9 ,  1 9 2 7 .

i ;  " T h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  S p e a k s :  C o n v e n t i o n ,  1 9 4 1 ,  M i l w a u k e e ;

j  S u m m a r y  o f  R e s o l u t i o n s "  i n  S c h o l a s t i c ,  3 9 - 6 ,  S e p t e m b e r

j 2 9 ,  1 9 4 1 .
i

j  " T r u t h  A b o u t  t h e  L e g i o n "  i n  F o r u m ,  9 2 : 3 7 9 - 3 8 1 .

! " T w e n t i e t h  B i r t h d a y  F i n d s  L e g i o n  B u l w a r k  o f  F i g h t  Against 
! |  I s m s "  i n  N e w s w e e k ,  1 3 : 1 3 - 1 4 ,  M a r c h  2 0 ,  1 9 3 9 .
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^ V e t e r a n s *  L o b b y  A t t a c k e d  a n d  D e f e n d e d 1 1  i n  L i t e r a r y  

D i g e s t 3  1 1 7 : 2 1 ,  A p r i l  2 1 ,  1 9 3 4 .

f l V o i c e  o f ‘  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n :  2 6 t h  N a t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n ”  i n  

S c h o l a s t i c ,  4 5 : 9 ,  O c t o b e r  9 ,  1 9 4 4 .

W a r n e r ,  A r t h u r  ” T r u t h  A b o u t  t h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n ”  i n  

N a t i o n ,  1 1 3 : 7 - 1 0 ;  3 5 - 3 6 ;  6 5 - 6 6 ;  8 9 - 0 1 ,  J u l y  2 7 ,  

1 9 2 1 .

11 W h a t  t h e  L e g i o n  T h i n k s ”  i n  S c h o l a s t i c ,  2 7 ; 2 ,  O c t o b e r  7 ,  

1 9 4 0 .

f H V h y  B l a m e  t h e  L e g i o n ? ”  i n  C h r i s t i a n  C e n t u r y ,  4 9 : 1 2 1 2 ,  

O c t o b e r  5 ,  1 9 3 2 .
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Curriculum  V ita e  

ROSCOE BAKER

Born in  C lay C ity , K entucky, on March 2 ,  1 9 0 7 .

E d u ca tio n . B .A . , B erea  C o lle g e , 1 9 2 9 ; M. A . , Ohio S ta te  U n iv e r s ity ,  

1933- S tu d ied  a t  the U n iv e r s ity  o f  London in  19 3 8 -1 9 3 9 , and a t  N orthw estern  

U n iv e r s i t y  in  1 9 4 5 - 1 9 M7 . C andidate f o r  Ph.D. a t  N orthw estern U n iv e r s ity .

L anguages. R eading knowledge o f  French and German.

Academ ic R ecord. I n s tr u c to r  in  H is to r y  and P o l i t i c a l  S c ie n c e , M ichigan  

S ta te  C o lle g e , 19*+0-19^2. I n s tr u c to r  in  P o l i t i c a l  S c ie n c e , N orthw estern  

U n iv e r s i t y ,  19*+5~19^7* A s s is t e n t - P r o f e s s o r  o f  P o l i t i c a l  S c ie n c e , Colorado 

C o lle g e , 19^7—f 9^8. A s s o c ia te -P r o fe s s o r  o f  P o l i t i c a l  S c ie n c e , New Mexico 

H igh lands U n iv e r s i t y ,  1 9 ^ 8 -d a te .

P u b lic  S e r v ic e . C andidate fo r  e l e c t io n  as  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  in  th e Ohio 

G eneral A ssem bly in  1938 and 19^0*

M il i t a r y  S e r v ic e . Commissioned a  L t. ( j .  g . )  in  th e U .S.N .R . in  19^-2, 

he was prom oted to  L t . in  1 9 UU and served  to  19^5* Served as an in s tr u c to r  

o f  h i s t o r y  and p o l i t i c a l  s c ie n c e  in  th e Naval Academy P reparatory  S ch oo l, 

N o r fo lk , V ir g in ia  in  1 9 ^ 2 -1 9 ^ *

A uthor. "The R eferen ce  Committee o f  the Ohio House o f  R ep resen ta tives"  

p u b lish e d  in  th e  A m erican P o l i t i c a l  S c ien ce  Review (A p r il 19^0)» V ol. 3̂ "* 

n o. 2 , pp. 3 0 6 - 3 1 0 .

F i e ld s . P o l i t i c a l  th e o r y , p u b lic  la w , p u b lic  o p in io n , in te r n a t io n a l  

r e la t io n s ,  and modern European h is t o r y .

D o c to ra l D is s e r ta t io n :  The Am erican L egion  and American F oreign  P o l ic y .


